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A Consplracyxto Remove the

7 Caste-W|se Census” from the
Population Census!,_,

D K.VEERAMAN!I, Dravidar Kazhagam
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BHUBANESHWAR e RESOLUTION e OBC: CASTE e JUSTICE DEEPAK e THOUGHTS OF
AWAKENING ON CASTE CENSUS OR CLASS ON JUDICIARY = PERIYAR



ALL INDIA UNION BANK BACKWARD CLASSES (0BC) EMPLOYEES’
WELFARE ASSOCIATION ANNUAL GENERAL BODY MEETING HELD AT
BHUBANESHWAR ON 12.09.2026

CHIEF GUEST: Thiru.RANE PRATAP SWAIN, M.L.A. & FORMER MINISTER

'S "g"

2

Memorandum demanding the Union Govt. (Home Ministry) to provide comprehensive,
standardised State-wise caste lists covering all castes and communities including the respective
OBC categories (BC/MBC) of the States was signed by all the office-bearers and CC members present
and sent to Union Home Ministry and Registrar General Census.
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............ EDITORIAL

Caste Census: Accurate Data
Is the Foundation of Social Justice

The forthcoming caste-wise Census is not merely a statistical exercise. It is
a historic opportunity to establish a credible picture of India’s social and
educational composition and strengthen the constitutional foundations of
social justice.

As Dr. K. Veeramani emphasises, reservation emerged from a long
struggle against historical exclusion in education, employment and social
opportunities. It is an instrument of compensatory and corrective justice,
not a concession. In the Indian context, caste and social backwardness
cannot be artificially separated, since caste has historically shaped social
identity and access to opportunities.

An important warning has now come from J.K. Bajaj, a member of the
Justice G. Rohini Commission. In an interview published in The New Indian
Express, he questioned the decision to record caste through an open-
ended format. According to him, respondents may give different spellings,
pronunciations or regional names for the same community. Names alone
may also be insufficient to establish caste identity because the same name
can refer to different communities in different regions.

The experience of the 2011 Socio-Economic and Caste Census is a
warning. It generated around 46 lakh caste responses, but the government
subsequently stated that the data was too inaccurate for use. Repeating
an open-ended methodology could therefore create similar difficulties.
Bajaj has also pointed out that artificial intelligence cannot simply correct
such errors later, particularly because Census officials lack legal authority
to merge separately recorded entries after enumeration.

A more reliable approach is possible. Central and State OBC lists can be
integrated into the enumeration system so that caste identities and
variations are mapped and confirmed during enumeration itself. Bajaj
notes that the Rohini Commission had undertaken extensive work to
sanitise the Central OBC list, including mapping variations in names and
pronunciations.

The experience cited from Karnataka also demonstrates the feasibility of
a structured caste list based on Central and State lists and earlier Census
records.

Dr. Veeramani therefore argues that the 1931 Census should serve as
a model for comprehensive caste enumeration, with transparent and
scientifically reliable methodology. The objective must be data sufficiently
complete and credible to withstand judicial scrutiny and assist governments
in framing effective social-justice policies.

Data is the foundation of justice

Reliable caste data can connect caste identity with education, housing
and other socio-economic indicators, providing a demographic profile
of communities and enabling a more informed assessment of social and
educational backwardness.

India cannot formulate effective social-justice policies while operating with
incomplete or unreliable data. The forthcoming Census must therefore be
comprehensive, transparent, scientifically designed and legally robust.

A caste census conducted correctly can provide the evidence required to
understand contemporary India. A flawed enumeration, on the other hand,
could create confusion that may endure for decades.

The message is clear: India needs a caste Census that counts every
community accurately and transparently. Reliable data is not merely
statistics—it is the foundation upon which informed social-justice policies
must rest. m
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AN AWAKENING SESSION
AT BHUBANESWAR

MY UNDERSTANDING, MY INSPIRATION,

MY COMMITMENT

&.FIeveNd)
G.SARASWATHI
T e  AMEMORABLE EXPERIENCE
HauGamaveufles penLQupn e QbHw The Annual General Body Meeting of the All India
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Union Bank Backward Classes (OBC) Employees

i Welfare Association at Bhubaneswar was a

' ) '-Dﬂ)é“f memorable and inspiring experience for me. As a
ey 253,“556“?“” : member of the Central Committee, it was my first
3 555”_—9';]6‘" &@“é@:'m"a; &mmgig@@g;ﬁug i opportunity to participate in an All India meeting.
ng_Pl_&g]J; GM”U;:;’ um%g;@asu.l %{@ Gow E'é’]m; i I returned not merely with memories of a meeting,
(l,pem'r_r)g,sm'_l_gﬁskr ﬂmm@?f(%]mn(&g:]oL@Lb(ﬁfm i but with a deeper understanding of our movement
L Blw i and a renewed determination to work for social
pwwrer YL e, supsBHéssns Qsribg i justice.
QswduL  Gauar@w eadap YELASSILLL . Around 50 leaders representing nearly 14 State

i Units participated. Interacting with functionaries

Gy 14 wrfle HoGsmens G&ﬁ'r_'r)g, 50_"’5"@'jb : from different States helped me understand the
.G ’ s .umgsmgpmq. i dedication with which our colleagues are working
uaGay wrilwtismad Gaibs Hyeun SEhL-em i for the welfare and rights of OBC employees. Most
sarflwgseflen | . AR

. i importantly, I realised that our Association is not
UG &N&Es |

SiFtueftienu i merely an organisation dealing with employees’

uiBgQarder  (PyBsE. WOs service matters; it is part of a larger struggle for
WEAWWLNS, B FRsD erearug afluisefler :
uefleny Wriflewenseamer LLHWL SeualGGW :
S Sl Do, s, SaTafiub, WOMEN TAKING THE LEAD
sepabissnan |
; was particularly encouraging. Our OBC Women'’s
i Wing Convenor Madam Malarkodi and Joint
Convenor G. Rajakavitha had the honour of hoisting

LECEDL i the Association flag. Five important resolutions

TasE GOUUTS emésnalssg. Mg OBC i concerning OBC rights were also proposed by
wasallf efllenr gmrdameariiurery & mws i women members, covering issues such as Creamy
LOFEAsTg. LHNL Qe @EBRSHmeaTiUTeT
gthe Internal Grievance Committee, restoration

! of Regional Office-level Quarterly Meetings and

Gugud, OBC e flewwser Ggrjumrer @bal | transfer protection for Association office-bearers.

equality, dignity, representation and social justice.

The active participation of women functionaries

Layer, OBC representation in Women'’s Reservation,
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Social justice pledge
= r:)

Ww&Hws Srorarmsaner GQuew 2 miiSernyser
pearQurpsery. emeu  HFfSl  Caowr,
wseflf QLpHsSged OBC Krfhdssgeu,
2 MBI (P, DETL O IS eredlemer
sToranhé sl Lmsmear War@L BHL5SS0
wHmb FEs Hiaunrfsepdssrear LamfluiL wrHDHL
urgismiy Gurern wsHwl KGréfeneansener
2 e & Hudl (b S 6.

e®m Quear Hjurdunrs Qg aas@ eTaunm
polsmamw eaflssg. Quarsear QuwsEss S
Qaugb vmGsHUTaTFHaTTS WLHL QHESS
Gl MG, 6 THISTVHMS 6llgeUemLdS G LD
Qewpur s someaiseans 2wy Ceuam@Ld.
HeuGemeveuf dal L b, GQuenr earflwfsefien, Cw
eflfliy ey, @Dy Lo miLd
smaambsgausms euerjlugle OBC wsaefly
Safl&E e wpsHuwrer LBIEG 2 6Terg erern
erangl mLlsamasamw Cogibd eSS wg.

sepasfHssnar 2mHawmf

QurgsEWws HmLLsdar MHsapeysear Hmws
gmpd  Qpur  smeamwuled  FupsbhHssmen
2 mSHQwrujer QLB er. kG FniqgulBHbS
Smans g HreurdlseEpd Hs 2mdHewrdenw
B@hs o emiej_er gHnsCsTamLery. Tl
urgur® wLHDD &UPs FHNSSTPASEHES
s s ralerli Gumymigw SHeng
QuilurméE werEFayb CFqdslILLLg);
Sjaurg CumymliL 2 ewje Smepennseners
QsTLihg em&Gelss aumAng.

aaremar Qurmsseueny, HS 2mHCLIN
@@ FLBEG Hspans wLHDL Senwweildene.
sepahd erarug @eaQearmeaufler el
Qurmliurseyd Qm&a Ceuamr(Hbd
aaUemd G Heoaraplqug.  HHew
Caarel & @eTermd ey, urGurlenL
frrsfléseab, swsgausdnsnrs o mHuns
fnsajd Quiwny pL&EGS sHME QsTHSSTH.
IHs5F Shsmanuilen STHHD Fal LD (LP(LPeUGILD
Qgefleurss GrHueissg.
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i As a woman functionary, this gave me immense
i confidence. Women should not remain merely

QPSS LONAT OILINGIEH S (05 Fal LSS SNEWTLe
senealf, QurgFCFwemery wHmID QUTHeaTTeT]T
<, & Cwimfleir S| M & 6en & & 6iT

el BLelgdensSaien e
QoEsCUTSQID, Ll LD HnFWb STewly L6 |

QUDESLOME :
uGSwns ;

pSHAWLTE &HS S SM6T HLOES TOSHMTSSII. |
OBC Qué&sgden eupemhmi ﬂ]s&rcﬂmﬂmumm,;
Srflweemwliurd 2 nd QeuwliulL 2 flenw |
smery  Qerihg  urgerss  Ceuamgw |
Sauflusmsud  FHMmenLd
wsHwu soell wCsrsm, 2007 LHMD HSHMS |

ahsgmrssg. |

QarLiBg B Qupy o ssBHwean s !
sefles  BLG S HPHHlw  LbDmS |
vafl&@ s sSooaf LISLT BFFremag
NersSermiy; Qgrg&Slwmen
Sjauflusensubd jeuf cualumdSermy.

Bren spmsGaTar, e wsHwworer LTLLD
@sisrem  orflwamwliid  easliLL Gerer

pwupisefler

2 flenwaer sremnsCGeu ungsr&siu@eudoame;
Mfilyemrie), enwlly euedend WLHMLD :
Qgrgsflwrenr CumprliL g Slen
SluhennLl LUNGISTES (Lpig.uLb.

Senevaufler euedleniowiner Gl&uIS

epGL ;

semaen almbHareny aurCeuppCung), seneeur |
. D. smeanrnhld), NHUOSSLILLL eu@Lfeny :
aHfQsramL  aurerpmé Sswpsl  ur@ur |
senerujld, jeupdler Qerenpuwl QHTLFenLwLd :
9LOLOTS aThSGmTSSNy. BILM@E@RHLOETMS
smaeuamrd sHMw “FnimwliuBSse  FbLLD |
wHmib IIT werguiler ufeurer LD 2 6reflL |
sware sTHU urGUIL® Hspeysanerubd jeur :
GO L.
wpenenmer 2 FFfHwery  FHud  BHwps
(@uia) Sus LS SMmESFISMeTLD Dauf
SGLigE ST g 6.
aerug  SpfHlu HLAGAGHE Hbsme |
QupauGsr® pyragame; ssderd :
ApHéed wHmb Cusbd &$HETL, LIHLULL ;
sméms Qeualliu@sgd 2 fenw, &1 @y !
(Y- SjenLwimerd e STITGUILON &S THSS |
GYLEEGSL & eumuiliy Lngjésasuul_rrg,§
FWSTWL Yiumawd o ILBEGD !
TALMS jeuf cuadliymiSHenmi. '
QBss smaHsmenr FHhens Qulwry 1924 —
b Garh Ceasded Hohu arerTHmé
Apliyflds oeapuyLer Fooaf CQsTLFY :
LESHemr.  pwrs  Cauepeardlu  Fups
R HESD SFESUULTLG @MBSTH, TS
556875806 GE@LUTa  SFssb
@msang eearmy Qufluny
Sauf Henemapl gearny. 2wy FHsHempssnen
Huweamsaieo gwpst OrHhdHsgead Ghss
fHwursr  Sus Gusreiler &3 H & @EHLD

o @remLWTe &SHHTD

assflsseang

i participants

in the movement; we must

i become active leaders in shaping its future. The
i Bhubaneswar meeting strengthened my belief that
i the OBC Women’s Wing has an important role in
i building awareness, unity and leadership among

women employees.

i THE SOCIAL JUSTICE PLEDGE

i The General Body proceedings began with the
! Social Justice Pledge, led by Ms. Shanthi Prabha,

which was solemnly taken by all the functionaries

present. Floral tributes were also paid to Thanthai
i Periyar, whose uncompromising fight against caste
i discrimination and social inequality continues to
inspire generations.

i For me, the pledge was not merely ceremonial.
i It reminded me that social justice must become
i a personal responsibility. Periyar taught us to
i question injustice, reject discrimination and stand
i firmly for equality. That spirit was clearly visible
i throughout the meeting.

i BEYOND A ROUTINE GENERAL BODY MEETING

i The reports of the President, General Secretary and
i Treasurer formed part of the normal organisational
i proceedings, but the meeting went far beyond
i routine business. The leadership placed before
i us the historical background of the OBC struggle
i and the need to continuously protect rights
i guaranteed by the Constitution. Dr. Amritanshu,

Working President, explained the role played by

i our leadership in the Central Educational Bill,
i 2007 and the subsequent Supreme Court litigation,
i highlighting the importance of sustained efforts.

[ understood a vital lesson: rights written in the
Constitution must also be protected through
awareness, organisation and continuous struggle.

{ THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

President G. Karunanidhi, while welcoming the

Chief Guest, gave us a deeper understanding of
the historical discrimination faced by backward
classes and its continuing relevance. He referred
to contemporary incidents of caste discrimination,
including reports of a “purification” incident

i involving a Parliament leader and an incident
i reported from IIT Mandi.

He also referred to the observations of former
Supreme Court Judge Justice (Retd.) Deepak

October 2026 'EBB(VOICE




SO Lul L e
PuLeauh &ELw

S Fanybd
Semwliy&aefle

Qns alaurgmser QgafleyubsSHen.
HeuGameveuiflcd QmBE 5T 60T

2g  Urdhfsgeusms 2m

SrflweemwliLF sTSeb.

QFWeLLIN.(B5E 2a58wwafl&EGW0 @1 SlemoLiy

RQET TEGH (PETEITET HMDEFF(HLD FLLLOGTD
i remained unresolved. Reference was also made to
i Justice Deepak Gupta’s observations concerning

S DHBUBD :

i the social composition of appointments to the

K @ﬂ@u'-l'—f’i" @('Df-ﬁgﬂ higher judiciary. These discussions brought home
Arélweemoliyé UL e fowsE@EsTsS GI® | the importance of adequate representation in
QAsrhés CaarhL aan jaurs acdliypssd institutions of power and decision-making.

o muGer@mwrenr  semeen  NlmbHeny  Hm.
gCenr Grsml eveneuen, FepasBdHs Gawidenwil
urliyeudled BLOG FMBIGLD
uBien&l  umymlig Grmiy.

Gl LsSDE Cogb adamw Csissg.

Qarerens, gomenw, oNfllyearie wWLHMD ;
2 HLIUTH P HumaiCu g6 o aremwwrer
acllenw. LeauGeameveuf Q@b  BrereSWLD :

emuGs Qeaallliu@sSwg.
YauGarsvauhs@L Ubengw eearg 2mSHuun®
@  HomwAwuCung,

QrHdu  QuUITHEGWS
Qarar@eill B LB

15 6o
ol LSSl

Sl S S mpC s 6.
Qengyd Yy wwrsl Yfngosnareren, Guoeibd
Sallgoral  uRCspaseyb, @OlLurs  Quer
261 3 641 & & 6 LD &l LD
STeuriq W g|.

@afl Bmb OBC 2 flenwaer WwHMID Sjeupien
arorn  GNsE < AHs NPl enrieneu

BHss

S|MmLILS SMENLOLI
Qarawr® euy Geuer@bd;
ELENAEEETRE R By
ETHEIONSGL  LUTH&SETES
ur@ur@® oMb
Coauar(pd;  wrhoBsmers  SLHS)
sariflufseflen, Cw  @hmemweaw alLGSS
Cauar(Hb; rflweemwliyé sl 2 flenw&Eeaneryl
urgisriugde eruGurgw NPl er Qm&s
Gauair(hLd.

GeueurHLd;

HouGaraveuf &l L b o arenwuldCeoCw ereim
sanrsameard HHsS @UAITS MBS II;
QBpsE Fps  enwlber @
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oHmID Gupta, emphasising that true independence means
Gungjomer | more than freedom from foreign rule. It includes

GrHRHsgieud aTaiouere) el eTrerLms i the freedom to think and speak without fear, the

! freedom to dissent, and a society where caste or
i religious identity does not deny citizens equal

Thsss | _
Qeerp e eaudamwbwrear CQsudseid qery: ; Opportunity.
BLogs80 adug srOUEL siLL Sfee; The President connected these observations with
Qb i Thanthai Periyar’s historic speech at Salem in 1924,
i where Periyar warned that political independence

would have little meaning if deep-rooted social

domination between Brahmins and non-Brahmins

S SiemwLISer auallanin 246 o ciranfl & an &udldh One of the strongest messages I took away from
LLEL @dme aaTUms Bren 2 arihCs 6. i Bhubaneswar was that reservation is not charity;
! it is a constitutional instrument for representation.

i AN ORGANISATION THAT INSPIRES ACTION

The Chief Guest, Rane Pratap Swain, MLA and former
i Minister in the Government of Odisha, appreciated

i the Association’s role in spreading the message of

20 Ade : social justice. His emphasis on remaining alert and

) ) sb3l raising our voice for constitutional rights added
. .. ) . fovudama T further strength to the meeting.
o amie] gHULLG; Brew e Culrwpsfleaw
Bwg Yréflamearseamer |
i does not depend only on its numbers. It depends

on ideology, unity, awareness and determination.
earflufsear Quéssded sifls sarelld FELL i Bhubaneswar demonstrated all four.
GTeenend |

MY RESOLVE AFTER BHUBANESWAR

When I returned home, I felt that [ had not merely

! attended an Annual General Body Meeting—I had

e haunss Caarpb; dswrar GCluerseamar experienced an awakening. The meeting motivated

QU"Q“.J‘-IF@.Bé@ ime to understand our issues more deeply,
BLess8 oL i participate more actively and encourage fellow

Sirdweeanlié i employees, particularly women, to become more

&r[gff] Y ! involved in the movement.
sps  ffow  adiss
OBC
i create greater awareness about OBC rights and
gtheir history; encourage more women to take
: organisational
as a constitutional instrument of representation;
i oppose caste discrimination and social injustice;
strengthen
Lu@Swuns across States; and remain vigilant in protecting

Bouuiled aasel Quman Iaflsss. Qef %Constitutional rights.

[ realised that the strength of an organisation

[ now feel even more strongly that we must

leadership; protect reservation

unity among OBC employees




Qadeug BHg GUTmILIL.
shewg Cuflurfler LGSsHeayd SFFLHY
Apsmaub Heophs uUTensem w Ll
WerupmGeurd. rflweenwlienull UTSSTL
Cumw. Yrdhdsseusdnarst CurmpmrGGeunid.
Quemser genend gHSLHIWD. BID germLL(H
HHGumb.
sepahd ererug Csl@® OGup  Ceuergw
EQMS IJO; F UTHETSSIUL Goustrig W
rflueenwliyé sl 2 flenw.
HeuGemaveuy eremenen edflliLenLwé Qsuigg.
Qussd eaasEg 25Cusd  Jeallsssl.
@psl CGumprliLibd erewg o mSleows Cuogid
auILILB S SueTeng).

(BL@ergwneny &. Freveud, CILINIpeTnen, upeuflwesr Linmds
U @iFwn NHUBSSILLL e LI Lenfluner] Heos SRS,

SOREIG)-

@psi GurprlLsdear Susens WarQa®ssis The Bhubaneswar meeting was truly an eye-
! opener and made me proud to be part of this social

organisation. Now it is our responsibility to carry
the torch forward.

Let us follow the rational and fearless spirit of
Periyar. Let us protect the Constitution. Let us fight
for representation. Let women lead. Let us remain
united.

Social justice is not a favour to be requested. It is a
constitutional right to be defended.

Bhubaneswar awakened me. The movement has
inspired me. The struggle has strengthened my
resolve.

(The Writer G. Saraswathi is Treasurer, Union Bank of

India Backward Classes Employees Welfare Association,
Tamil Nadu).

Tamil Nadu Assembly unanimously
adopts resolution urging Centre to do away
with ‘Open-Column Method’
while enumerating BCs, MBCs, and DNCs

1. GOVERNMENT RESOLUTION

Hon. Thiru. V. Sampathkumar, Minister for Backward Classes Welfare,

will move :-

"Considering that the collection of caste-wise details of
Other Backward Classes has been omitted in the census
conducted post-independence, and it is essential to obtain
accurate details based on the lists of Backward Classes, Most
Backward Classes and Denotified Communities notified by the
State and Union Governments as per the Constitution. In order
to ensure social justice for all sections of the society, this
Assembly unanimously resolves to urge the Union
Government to collect the caste details of Backward Classes,
Most Backward Classes and Denotified Communities during
the second phase of the 2027 Census of India, in the same
manner as followed for the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes. The Backward Classes, Most Backward Classes and
Denotified Communities notified by the State and Union
Governments be pre-loaded into the census enumeration
portal/application, to collect details solely on the basis of the
names contained in such lists, and to completely dispense with
the ambiguous 'Open-Column Method' for enumeration of
Backward Classes, Most Backward Classes and Denotified

Communities."

08.09.2026

3. aunflari geflg Shorend
urwnale B Ca. sdugun, SiuBial O sl g soi

Speuimst Ejdangun Siorardeng wpsrEomflan:-

‘@A agidrsHbe’ S poQuin whast Agnmed
aan&Qaiusafld, @sr ODuRssiunle  agiflarflar  sndanfl
slonriasdt  GoafldoiuBag SGW.Gdm  Headsd,  smeardgih
SRSl (1 Lo e appafhlmu 2 Ml Ganinungh, ST FEULE
oLy wife g gériu spasd @i syilbms
Qabwiu Gsrer  AbuBdsouGunf,  WBatfihuddaiu Gumi  wink
diwmieri sl wywedsafldr  gplussiuf gebadunorer
aflagiismenars  Cupeugy  @ardlusmowrgg  aar  SmBIUGRIETED,
2027-gyb et @RS wheaGmTREs  seTEREEET
@remim sl oellld, ulpud  arddler  wipd Ll
ugiigpuiermbel  Jeuppamsd  Gurate, @1 IHUEHELCL
aglilonilir sl eflaismmud Caafld@n Gurg, wifa wipr
e STEsR Qs L Ahu@gaOuc G,
WaSHuGGEiL CLmi/diunian o smelilL smarhes SHUGHHOL L
anflls ulpusimmend sand0sGiuE Qousilld ey uBtasppd
Qaing, yfigueirer Cuusfaaflsir piusmLullh W EE aflamsmms
Goaflie  Gam@h estged, Ggefllamn seteowsw o waunrdeh
‘BoisQauafll ufle) yeapeu' eeownss esel Casmn@i o
gy goeme  slpend  elLudmpl Cuima  GHLaTTE
ausllumb S
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Adoptresolutionin
TN.House for proper e e
caste census: Stalin -

Member of Parliament
Sriperumpudur Constituency

Tamilnadu

k]

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

DMK president and former
Chief Minister M.K. Stalin
on Sunday urged the State
government to adopt a re-
solution in the Tamil Nadu
Assembly urging the
Centre to conduct a proper
caste census to ascertain
the socio-economic status
of Other Backward Classes
(OBCs) in the country,
evolve an appropriate re-
servation policy, and en-
sure the empowerment of
OBCs.

In a social media mes-
sage, he said the objective
of the caste census could
be achieved only if the cen-
sus was conducted based
on a list of communities
prepared by the Central
and the State
governments.

He said the “open-end-
ed format to record caste
details without a pre-deter-
mined drop-down list or
standardised menu”, as an-

was disappointing. The ex-
planation that the com-
munities listed in the OBC
list were not castes but
classes was also not accep-
table, he said.

Mr. Stalin said the
Centre should consult the
State governments and col-
lect details of the castes
listed under the Backward
Classes and Most Back-
ward Classes categories.
People should be given an
opportunity to choose a
caste from the combined
list, he said. “If castes are
collected based on the sug-
gestions of the people, it
will only create confusion.
As already pointed out by
those interested in social
justice, it will result in
claims relating to 46 lakh
communities,” he said.

Mr. Stalin said if the pre-
sent method was followed,
it would result in the waste
0f 12,000 crore and the la-
bour of government em-
ployees. “It will not offer
any benefits and will only

T.R.BAALU, M.P.

17/09/2026

To

Thiru Amit Shah,

Hon'ble Minister of Home Affairs,
New Delhi.

Dear Sir. \A'VW-'{K.W’"_,
Subject: Casle enumeration in Census 2027 - regarding

| am writing en behalf of the Members of Parliament belcnging to
the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK} regarding the methodology
proposed for caste enumeration as part of Census 2027

The DMK has consistenlly demanded a comprehensive caste
census as an essential instrument for advancing social justice. Tamil Nadu
has been a pioneer in this regard. beginning with the Justice Party's
measures for communal representation in 1921 and centinuing through
the century-long struggle of the Dravidian Movement under Thanthai
Periyar, Perarignar Anna and Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi. This legacy
culminated in Tamil Nadu securing 69 per cent reservation in education

and job.
Y
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nounced by the Centre, be an eyewash,” he said.

Leader, Member of Parliament i Leader, Member of Parliament
DMK Party in Parliament, (Lok Sabha) Sriperumpudur Constituency i DMK Party in Parliament, (Lok Sabha) Sriperumpudur Constituency
New Delhi. Tamilnadu : New Delhi Tamilnady

iy

T.R.BAALU, M.P. T.R.BAALU, M.P.

Considering the sentiments of the people of Tamil Nadu, our leader,
Thiru MK, Stalin, has demanded that the Union Government consult the
State Governments, obtain and compile the caste details based on the list
of Backward Classes and Most Backward Classes in State's list, Union
Government list and provide people with the option to identify their caste
from the appropriate list, instead of relying on an open-ended format
without a predetermined drop- down list or standardised menu

In this context. our leader and DMK President, Thiru M.K. Stalin, has
expressed serious concern over the reported decision of the Union
Government to adopt an open-enced format without a predetermined
drop-down list or standardised menu for identifying OBC communities
The explanation reportedly offered that the entries in the OBC lists are
“classes” and not “castes’ is also not acceptable to the DMK and the
people of Tamil Nadu

On behalf of the DMK Members of Parliament, | therefore request
you te take our leader's concerns and suggestions into consideration and
ensure that the methodology for caste enumeration in Census 2027 is
suitably revised. A caste census based on the caste lists maintained by
the State and Union Government would help avoid discrepancies and
ensure that this historic exercise fulfils its true objective of advancing
social justice for the backward and historically marginalised sections of
our country.

The experience of the 2011 exercise demonstrates the risks
involved in an open-ended approach Around 46.70 lakh caste names
were reportedly recorded, as against 4,147 castes recorded in the 1931
Census. Variations in caste names, sub-castes and subdivisions could
therefore result in inconsistent and unreliable data, defeating the very
purpose of caste enumeratien

The objective of caste enumeration is to ascertain the actual
population and socio-economic and educational status of OBC
communities so that governments can formulate appropriate reservation i
policies and welfare measures. It is therefore imperative that the data H Yours faithfully,

collected is accurate, standardised and usable fe Aea
(LB, Baalu, M)/ 772
% Leader, DMK Party in Parliament (Lok Sabha)
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“OPEN-ENDED CASTE CENSUS COULD
BE CHAOTIC; AI CANNOT FIX ERRORS,"
SAYS OBC PANEL MEMBER

Census officials lack legal authority to merge separate entries after recording. Without a
structured list to map variations during enumeration, responses could become irreconcil-

able, said J K Bajaj.

I

J K Bajaj, a member of the Justice G Rohini Commission for the sub-categorization of
the Other Backward Classes (OBCs)

NEW DELHI: The government’s decision to use an
open-ended format to record caste in the upcoming
Census could produce unusable data, much like the
2011 Socio-Economic and Caste Census (SECC),
says ] K Bajaj, a member of the Justice G Rohini
Commission for the sub-categorization of the Other
Backward Classes (OBCs).

In an interview with TNIE, Bajaj said caste identities
mustbe matched against sanitized Central and state
lists during enumeration and that the government
should have used the Commission’s extensive work
on the Central OBC list.

Q) The upcoming Census will use an open-
ended format for recording caste names instead
of a drop-down menu for Other Backward
Classes (OBCs).. What problems could arise
from this? Can artificial intelligence resolve the
discrepancies later?

I do not see how an open-ended field can produce
usable data. There are claims that caste lists will be
available at the back end and geo-fenced for each
state and district, but enumerators must record
exactly what respondents say in the local script.
This could generate enormous variations.

Balija, for instance, may be pronounced as Balaja
or Balija and recorded as separate castes. Kapu and
Telaga may denote the same caste, though there
are also different Kapu groups. Names such as
Bhandari and Modi can refer to entirely different

communities and castes, depending on the region.
A name alone cannot establish caste identity;
context is essential.

The claim that better Al models can clean up the
data later is flawed for two reasons. First, no Al
model can correct this kind of error. Al is not
a social scientist. Second, the Census officials
have no legal authority to club together separate
entries after they have been recorded. Without a
structured list, mapping these variations during
enumeration, the Census could produce a huge
number of irreconcilable responses.

Cast
Bensfs
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Q) Without a drop-down menu, could the caste
census repeat the failure of the 2011 SECC,
which generated around 46 lakh responses?

If you follow the same method, you will get the
same result. The SECC produced around 46 lakh
caste responses, but the government later told the
Supreme Court that its design was flawed and the
data too inaccurate to be used. This exercise could
be equally chaotic. Caste classification must happen
during enumeration, with respondents confirming
the appropriate entry from a structured list. Once
an enumerator records whatever a person says,
Census officials have no legal authority to treat
differently recorded names as the same caste later.

Q) One of the Rohini Commission's terms of
reference was to examine and sanitize the
Central OBC list. Do you think the Commission’s
report could have helped ensure a more
accurate caste census?

We spent nearly three years sanitizing the Central
OBC list- removing ambiguities and mapping
different names and pronunciation variants to
numbered caste entries.

The Commission’s sanitized list was particularly
relevant to this Census. If it is not used now, it may
never be used.

Q) How should the caste question have been
designed?

The Central and state OBC lists should have been
integrated into the enumeration system. Once a
respondent gives a caste name, the device should
display the corresponding entries in both lists. The
enumerator could then confirm the correct entry
with the respondent, resolving ambiguities at the
enumeration stage itself.

Q) Why does the changed constitutional status
of OBC lists matter for the caste census?

OBC lists were earlier administrative, unlike the
constitutionally recognized SC and ST lists. The
102nd and 105th Constitutional Amendments
gave OBC lists constitutional status. They
should therefore be treated accordingly during
enumeration. Otherwise, the amendments'
purpose is defeated.

Q) The Rohini Commission report is yet to see
the light of day.

The report was submitted to the President. The
government’s position is that the executive has not
received it and that it is the President’s prerogative
whether and when to send it to the government.
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This prolonged limbo has another consequence.
Changes to the Central OBClist have effectively been
stuck. No new recommendation has been processed
since 2018. Under the changed constitutional
framework, a Presidential list would first have to
be issued before further changes can be made, and
that was what we had prepared.

Q) Karnataka, Bihar and Telangana have
undertaken elaborate caste surveys. Does that
show this is feasible?

Yes. Karnataka created a comprehensive coded
list of castes and gave people an opportunity to
point out if something had been missed. Whatever
other controversies there were, nobody eventually
raised the issue that their caste had not been
counted or had been wrongly counted. Karnataka
took the Central list, state list and information
from previous and pre-Independence censuses
and created a comprehensive state caste list. It is
doable. Something similar should have been done
for every state and incorporated into the Census
device. For OBCs, SCs and STs, we already have lists
covering a very large part of the population.

Q) Do the caste surveys conducted by Karnataka,
Bihar and Telangana show that a structured
count is feasible?

Yes. Karnataka created a comprehensive coded
caste list using the Central and state lists as well
as earlier and pre-Independence Census records.
It also allowed communities to flag omissions, and
no major complaint eventually remained about
castes being excluded or wrongly recorded. Every
state could have undertaken a similar exercise and
integrated the resulting list into Census devices.
Existing OBC, SC and ST lists already cover a large
majority of the population, making this entirely
feasible.

Q) Why is reliable caste data important?

A properly conducted caste census would link
caste identity with data on education, housing and
other indicators, creating a demographic and socio-
economic profile of each community. This would
give commissions a ready database to assess social
and educational backwardness instead of requiring
fresh surveys for every caste.

Q) There are concerns that comprehensive caste
data could trigger political churn similar to the
Mandal period. Is that a reason for caution?
We cannot continue basing our polity on half-
truths. Ultimately, we need accurate data to ensure
our polity reflects the truth.

(Published in The New Indian Express — 04.09.2026)




THE SUPREME COURT OF THE COUNTRY,
MUST HAVE REPRESENTATION FROM ALL
SECTIONS OF SOCIETY

JUSTICE DEEPAK GUPTA (RETD.)

fter the marching has come to a halt,
the drumrolls have fallen silent and the
euphoria of India's 80th Independence Day

celebrations has lessened, I ponder, how free are
we, the citizens of India?

Independence from foreign colonial powers was
attained after a long, hard and peaceful struggle.
Our leaders led the way with self-sacrifice and
devotion to the country. Some of these leaders were
also part of the Constituent Assembly which framed
the Constitution. They had a vision not only for the
country but also for its people. That is why it is "We,
the People"” who gave ourselves the Constitution of
India.

Freedom from foreign powers is extremely
important. No sovereign nation can be truly
independent if it is under colonial rule. However,
independence is not mere removal of the foreign
yoke. Independence is not only the country being

independent, but also the citizens being free and
independent.

We are an independent nation when the citizens
have the freedom to think and speak without fear.
We are independent when citizens can raise the
voice of dissent and openly express their views. We
can be called truly independent only when hunger
and poverty do not decide the future of a child,
whether it be in the fields of education, healthcare
or basic human rights. We are a country truly
independent when there is no caste or religious bias
and equal opportunity is not denied to citizens on
account of their belonging to the depressed classes
or minority religions. We can be truly independent
only when we get rid of corruption, bias, bigotry
and intolerance.

Looking back, one is proud that we have progressed
a lot. Citizens are living a better life than before.
India's economy is in better shape than that of many
other countries. Life expectancy has improved
considerably. Infrastructure has improved vastly.
India is one of the leaders in the digital space. We
are a global power heading towards a trillion-dollar
economy.

But what use is a trillion-dollar economy if a
large proportion of the citizenry still lives below
the poverty line? According to the government, it
provides free foodgrains to around 57% of India's
population. These people, who cannot even afford
food or housing, are denied equal opportunity in
education, healthcare and employment.
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The condition of government-run schools is
abysmal. Healthcare in most states is virtually
absent. Employment opportunities are dwindling
and unemployment hovers around 6%. To those
who claim that the education and healthcare
facilities provided by the governmentare very good,
my simple questions are: where do your children
study? Which hospitals do you go to for treatment?

Our founding fathers envisaged a society where
there was justice - social, economic and political.
How can we claim to have moved towards these
goals when the top 1% of the country owns about
40% of its wealth? The next 10% holds another
15% of the wealth. Sadly, the bottom 50% owns
only 6.4% of the wealth of the nation. Is this the
independence which our founding fathers fought
for?

In a shortarticle, [ cannot go into all aspects. Having
spent almost half a century in the legal profession, |
am concentrating on the legal fraternity.

We have a Chairman of the Bar Council of India
who threatens students who raise the voice of
dissent. The main role of the Bar Councils is to
take disciplinary action against erring lawyers
and ensure that the quality of legal education is
maintained at a high level. It has failed miserably
on both counts. Barring a few, the level of education
provided inlaw colleges is much below par. Virtually
no action is taken against lawyers who flout legal
ethics and demean the profession.

The Bar itself is no longer independent. There can
be an independent judiciary only when there is
an independent Bar. Lawyers who can rise above
their political affiliations, who can rise above their
ethnicity, and who can fight for the citizens and
stand up to power. Fees have skyrocketed but pro
bono work has nosedived. I leave it to members of
the Bar to introspect as to whether they are truly
independent or not.

No country can claim to be independent unless it
has an independent and fearless judiciary. That
can be achieved only when we have judges with
integrity, intellect and, above all, a spine. The
strength to stand up for justice, the courage to fight
against injustice. Judges who can be true to their
oath to act “...without fear or favour..”

The constitutional courts, i.e. the Supreme Court
and High Courts are not only arbiters of disputes
but are also supposed to protect and uphold the

fundamental rights of citizens. Our founding
fathers gave so much importance to fundamental
rights that the right to approach the highest court
of the land to complain of breach of such rights is
itself a fundamental right under Article 32. Sadly,
in the last few years, the constitutional courts have
not shown the requisite sensitivity or strength.

One of the most important of all human rights is the
right to liberty, which is guaranteed to every citizen
of India under Article 21 of the Constitution. This
liberty is violated with impunity, and the courts in
many cases have become mute spectators.

Justice HR Khanna, in his courageous dissent in
the ADM Jabalpur case, had said that even during
an Emergency, a citizen could not be deprived of
fundamental rights except in accordance with the
procedure prescribed by law.

"Bail, not jail, is the rule" is the oft-quoted legal
principle. In actual practice, however, it is jail, not
bail, which has become the rule.

About 75% of the people behind bars are
undertrials. Only about 24% are convicts and the
remainder are detenus. It is shocking that in a
country where we swear by the rule of law and a
person is presumed innocent until proven guilty,
there are three undertrials for every convict.

Umar Khalid has been behind bars for more than
six years and the trial has not even started. What
about his right to liberty? What about his right to
speedy trial? The Supreme Court, in a later decision,
has itself questioned the validity of the judgment in
Umar Khalid's case.

The accused in the Elgar Parishad case were
kept behind bars for years; one died in jail. The
allegations against them are said to be very serious.
If so, why has the prosecution not shown the same
seriousness to start the trial? Eight years have
passed since the incident took place. The trial is yet
to begin.

The process has become the punishment. People
are condemned and their lives ruined by labelling
them as anti-nationals. Unfortunately, the courts do
not protect the fundamental rights of these citizens.

Sonam Wangchuk was detained for about six
months. Any student of law knows that a petition
of habeas corpus must be decided at the earliest.
In this case, the Supreme Court kept adjourning
it, with a request to the government to have a
relook into the matter. That is not the way matters
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concerning liberty have to be decided. Finally, when
the powers that be realised that the Court was
unlikely to decide the matter in their favour, the
order of detention was withdrawn. Surprisingly,
the Court then said that the matter had become
infructuous. In a civilised society, every citizen has a
right to know why they have been deprived of their
liberty, even if only for a day. The Supreme Court
should not have abdicated its function and should
have decided whether Wangchuk's detention was
legal.

Democracy is the rule of the majority, but
majoritarianism, where the voice of the other
side is not heard, is anathema to democracy.
Unfortunately, courts at all levels are moving
towards majoritarianism.

In the Ram Janmabhoomi case, the apex court
held that no other disputes concerning places of
worship would be entertained or reopened in any
manner. The judge who ostensibly authored this
judgment later upheld in the Gyanvapi mosque case
the order directing the ASI to ascertain whether
a temple existed on the site where a mosque now
stands. This was done on the specious ground that
it was only an inquiry and not a decision on the
matter. This order has opened the floodgates of
litigation, which will impact the fraternity among
communities and is, in my view, a decision taken to
appease the majority.

When members of a particular community
consumed chicken in a boat on the Ganga, they were
denied bail for months. However, when members
of the majority community consumed liquor on the
same sacred river, they were granted bail within
hours.

This is not the justice, the liberty, the equality, or
the fraternity enshrined in the Preamble to our
Constitution. This is not the freedom that our
leaders fought for.

Dissent, the right to express one's views freely and
without fear, is not only a fundamental right butalso
an essential part of democracy. We may not agree
with each other, but as long as the disagreement
is expressed in a non-violent manner and protest
is carried out in accordance with law, there is no
cause for complaint. Criticising the government or
its policies is the way a democracy flourishes. The
government is not the country. The nation is above
all, and neither the executive nor the legislature nor
the judiciary can be equated with the nation.

Obviously, when there is a protest, there will be
inconvenience to some members of the public.
No protest can be effective if it does not cause
inconvenience. Now we have judges making
suggestions as to how protests should be curtailed.
Will such judges protect the right of dissent of a
citizen?

The root of the problem is the manner of
appointment of judges to the High Courts and the
Supreme Court. The collegium system has failed.
It has become totally opaque. The collegium takes
extremely important decisions without giving
reasons. Even judges of the Supreme Court who
are not part of the collegium are clueless as to what
criteria are being followed by the collegium.

In the past few months, there have been a
number of appointments to the Supreme Court.
Some Chief Justices of High Courts have also
been appointed. Almost all, if not all, belong
to the upper castes. A majority are Brahmins.
It is not as if there is a lack of talent among other
communities and religions. Among the top 50
High Court judges in the country, there are many,
some very high up in seniority, belonging to other
religions and communities. They are men and
women of impeccable integrity and capability. [ am
not casting aspersions on the persons appointed,
but the Supreme Court, if it has to be the Supreme
Court of the country, must have representation
from all sections of society.

Despite the heavy expense and long time taken to
get disputes decided, the people of this country
have reposed great faith and trust in the judiciary.
Unfortunately, that trust and faith are waning.
Judges are under the unrelenting scrutiny of social
media. Despite all this, even today, most of the
people repose more confidence in the judiciary
compared to the legislature or the executive.
The vast majority of judges are men and women
of integrity, but the number of black sheep is
increasing. It is for the judges at the highest level
to introspect as to why this is happening. Steps
should be taken to regain the lost glory. This can
and must be done because if people lose faith in the
judiciary, the judiciary itself becomes irrelevant.
That will sound the death knell for a democratic
India. Where there is no democracy, the people can
never be free or independent.

The author of the article - Justice Deepak Gupta
is former Judge, Supreme Court of India
(Courtesy: The Tribune — 07.09.2026)
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WHY IS THE CENSUS DEPARTMENT MAKING STATEMENTS THAT
CONTRADICT THE GOVERNMENT’S OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION?

‘OBC lists were not used for Census
as they featured classes, not castes’

Open column for all other castes except Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe communities has prompted OBC groups
and Opposition leaders to demand that the communities be listed and enumerated; methods utility was also questioned

den workers in Assam), or
settlers, which would not
qualify as castes.

While both the Central
and Statelists of OBCs have
such entries, they com-
prise aminority amongthe
nearly 3,000 communities
classified as OBC. Also, sev-
eral communities in the
OEC lists might be classi-
fied as either SC or ST de-

Abhinay Lakshman
NEW DELHI

The Union government
had considered using the
Central list and the States’
lists of Other Backward
Classes (OBCs) while decid-
ing that the 2027 Census
will use an open-column
method to _enumerate
castes, officials told The

Hindu, However, following pending on the State.
deliberations, it emerged In a 2015 document on
that this would present a whether an OBC communi-

problem “because the list i ty can be classified based
of OBCs is not a list of
castes, it is a list of classes”,
the officials said.
According to the offi-
clals, several entries in

on caste alone, the Nation-
al Commission for Back-
ward Classes had conclud-
ed, “A caste can be and
New Delhi. Citizens quite often is a social class
OBC lsts do not represent in India... Since caste re-
a caste but describe “diffe- presents an existing, iden-
rent groups of people, like  responding  Presidential  similar to those of the So-  options at the “highest tifiable, social group/class
those engaged in begging”.  lists, as it has always done.  cio-Economic Caste Cen-  levels”. encompassing an  over
Asimilar problem arose  But an open column for  susof 2011, whichthrewup ~_ Officials said that while  whelming minority of the
when considering the use  “all other castes” has  over 46 lakh caste names.  discussing the use of Cen-  country’s population, one
of States’ lists. One official ~ prompted OBCgroupsand ~ The Narendra Modi go- tral or State OBCliststoen-  can well begin with it and
said these issues surfaced  Opposition leaders, such  vernment had cited this as  umerate caste communi- then go to other groups,
while the government was  as Rahul Gandhi and Malli-  a reason not to release the ties, the main issue was sections, and classes.”
assessing whether the karjun Kharge, to demand  caste data from that whether all communities  One year after the Op-
methodology used in  that the communities be  exercise. listed could be counted as  position campaigned for a
State-conducted caste sur- listed and enumerated  Officials involved in the ~ castes. caste census, the Union Ca-
veys, such as in Bihar and  specifically. They have caste enumeration metho-  The lists had entries binet approved a plan to
Telangana, could be questioned the utility of dologysaid the optionsdis-  suchas“localborns” inthe include caste in the 2027
replicated. the open-column method.  cussed had respective  Andaman and Nicobar Is-  Census forms. One of the
The government is en-  Opposition leaders and  “pros and cons”, adding  lands, entries describing ~ Opposition’s main  argu-
umerating  Scheduled  several scholars have ar- that the open-column occupational groups, or ments for the caste census
Caste and Scheduled Tribe ~ gued that the open-column  method was finalised only  those denoting a specific  was the need to enumerate
communities with the cor-  method could yield results after considering the other  class of labourers (tea gar-  the OBC population.

Booth Level O formsto
also had the option to self-enumerate online. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

The following statement of Dr.K.Veeramani,
President, Dravidar Kazhagam exposes the issue:

n the Indra Sawhney case, Justice B.P. Jeevan

Reddy of the Supreme Court, in the judgment

written by him on his own behalf and on behalf
of the then Chief Justice M.H. Kania and Justices
M.N. Venkatachaliah and A.M. Ahmadi, observed
as follows:

We reproduce that portion verbatim below.

Para. 662. Chapter - VIl deals with ‘Social Justice,
Constitution and the law'.

It refers to the relevant provisions of the
Constitution, to the decision in M.R.Balaji & Ors
v. State of Mysore (1963 Suppl.(1) S.C.R.439) and
various subsequent decisions of this Court and
discusses the principles flowing from the said
decisions. It notes that the subsequent decisions of
this Court in C.A.Rajendran v. Union of India (1968
(1) S.C.R.721), State of Andhra Pradesh & Ors. v.
PSagar (1968 (3) S.C.R.595) and State of Andhra
Pradesh & Ors. v. U.S.V.Balram (1972 (3) S.C.R.247)
etc. show a marked shift from the original position
taken in Balaji on several important points.
In particular, it refers to the observations in
Rajendran to the effect that “caste is also a class
of citizens and if the class as a whole is socially
and educationally backward, reservation can be
made in favour of such a caste on the ground that
it was socially and educationally backward class
of citizens within the meaning of Article 15(4)".

APPENDIX
List of States of OBCS
STATE : ANDHRA PRADESH- Comon Lit

MINISTRY OF SOCIAL WELFARE
RESOLUTION

New Dalhi, the 10th September, 1993

C(C).—The Governm:nt of . Tndia
ration the judgement of the Supreme
Crart dved n the cise of [ndira Sawhney and
Others Vs, Union of ladia and Others (No. 930 of 1990) rcla-
tin to resarvation of 27% vacancies in civil posts end services
under the Government of India in favour of Other Backward

Sl.  Name of Castes/Com-
No. munities (including sub-
castes/synonyms) in the
Commonlist of S.E.B.G;

jnState  in Mandal
Tist list

Classes OBCs. 1 2 3 4

2, The 035 for the purpose of the aforesaid résérvation = - ——
as per orders of the Government of India issued vide: O.M. 13 Agm_kulaishamya Group A 44
No. 36012/22/93-Estt. (SCT) of 8th September, 1993 by the i 1 204
Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances & Pensions (Depart- Vadabalija. 1 204
ment of Personnel & Training), would comprise, i the first: Bestha, R
phase, the castes and commaunities which are common 10 both; Jalari 1 24’
{fie Tists n_fhe report of the Mandal Comriission and the Gangavdr 1
tate Governments’ Lists. Gangaputra TR U,
_— Goondla 1 204"

3. The Expert Commiftee on ‘Crezmy Layer' headed by Vanyaculakshtriya 1 204
Justice (Rtd.) RN, Prasad, was commissioned to prepdre the Vannekapu 1 204
Common Lists in respect.of the following States which had Vannereddi 1 204
notified the ligt (Appendix Allahabad) of OBCs: for the Pallikapu 1 204°
purpose. of reservation in State Services as on the date of Pallircedi 1 208
judgement of‘the Supréme Court: £ Neyyala : ’ ; -

. Dattans

It refers to the statement in A.Peeriakaruppan etc.
v. State of Tamil Nadu (1971 (2) S.C.R.430) to the
effect that “a caste has always been recognised as
a class.” It also commends the dissenting view of
Subba Rao, J. in T.Devadasan v. Union of India (1964
(4) S.C.R.680).

“Para. 698. It is worthy of notice that the Parliament,
which enacted the first Amendment to the
Constitution, was in fact the very same Constituent
Assembly which had framed the Constitution. The
speech of Dr. Ambedkar on the occasion is again
instructive. He said:-

Then with regard to article 16, clause (4), my
submission is this that it is really impossible to make
any reservation which would not result in excluding
somebody who has a caste. I think it has to be borne
in mind and it is one of the fundamental principles
which I believe is stated in Mulla's edition on the
very first page that there is no Hindu who has not a
caste. Every Hindu has a caste-he is either a Brahmin
or a Mahratta or a Kundby or a Kumbhar or a
carpenter. There is no Hindu-that is the fundamental
proposition-who has not a caste. Consequently, ifyou
make a reservation in favour of what are called
backward classes which are nothing else but a
collection of certain castes, those who are excluded
are persons who belong to certain castes. Therefore,
in the circum stances of this country, it is impossible
to avoid reservation without excluding some people
who have got a caste.”

(Excerpts from the statement of Dr.K.Veeramani,
President, Dravidar Kazhagam dt: 05.09.2026)

WHY IS THE CENSUS DEPARTMENT MAKING
STATEMENTS THAT CONTRADICT THE
GOVERNMENT’S OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION?

- Compiled by G.Karunanidhi, Gen Secretary, AIOBC
Employees Federation
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THOUGHTS OF PERIYAR:

GRIEVANCE OF NON-
BRAHMIN STUDENTS

In the July-7, 1929 issue of ‘Kudi Arasu’, Thanthai
Periyar’s editorial described various problems faced
by non-brahmin students in the sphere of education
and condemned strongly the atrocities of brahmin
teachers. The content in nutshell was as follows:

Time and again we come across atrocities committed
by Brahmin teachers which are inexplicable and
disgusting. Though the minister for education in the
present governance is a non-brahmin, the grievance
of non-brahmin students has not been redressed so
far. Several offices related to the ministry of education
are headed by non-brahmins. Many private school
administrators are also non-brahmins. And yet, the
problems of non-brahmin students remain unsolved.
There is no sign even of slight relief.

This is because most of the executives related to
education-affairs are brahmins and controllers of
examinations are also brahmins. The teachers and
headmasters deriving benefits and special favours
from those administrators also happen to be
brahmins.

No other reason could be cited for this deplorable
condition. To speak our mind, we shall say that
brahmins must not occupy the positions of
administrative officersin the departmentofeducation.
Similarly, Brahmins should not be appointed as
teachers at any cost.

It would be better to shut down educational
institutions rather than educating people through
brahmins. We dare stress this. Every brahmin in
this country considers himself as an upper-caste
individual according to the varnashrama and labels
others as ‘Sudras’ Brahmins do not want Sudras to
acquire education through them. They believe that
their ‘varna dharma’ would be defiled if a ‘Sudra’
individual becomes literate and that it would be
detrimental to Brahmins. Certain segments of
brahminical scriptures prove that brahmins had an
inherent fear that they would be roasted alive in hell
if they educate a ‘Sudra’ learner.
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Would any Brahmin teacher come forward to allow a
non-brahmin student acquire education? They would
never ever do so if they believe such codes of conduct
prescribed in ‘Varnashrama dharma’. Even if non-
brahmin students get admitted by any chance, would
the Brahmin teachers award them marks and enable
them to pass in their exams? | urge upon my readers
to mull over this moot point and come to a conclusion.
Most of us are not aware of the strategies and smart
tactics prevailing in the field of education. If takes 22
to 24 years for non-brahmin students to pass B.A.
degree exams. But Brahmin learners pass B.A. degree
exams between the age of 18 and 20. Do our people
know the truth behind this?

Most of our people would simply answer that non-
brahmin students are dullards and so they are slow
learners, whereas Brahmin students are too sharp
and that they learn fast, since their minds operate on
a higher level of intellect.

Even if our students keep moving from one class to
another without any break, by the time they clear B.A.
exams, they are 22 years old. If there is a break of one
or two years, they complete only when they are 24. If
the break is of three years, they are 25 years old when
they get their B.A. degree. That makes them ineligible
for jobs in government establishments.

In the case of Brahmin students, even if there is a
break of one or two years in their studies because
of failures, they complete B.A. degree course by the
time they are 20 or 21. What exactly is the secret? Our
children are admitted too late. They join the primary
school only when they are 7 years old. So even if our
boy passes every class, he is able to write his B.A.
exams only when he is 22 year old.
Oneneedsaperiod of 15 yearsbetweenthe elementary
class and clearance of B.A. exams. But brahmin
parents make their children learn from home when
they (the children) are 5 years old. When the children
are 6 or 7 years old, they admit them in the first-form
class (6th Std) directly. As the headmasters are also
brahmins, they ask the brahmin students one or two
simple questions in maths and the meanings for a
couple of words in English. After this very simple test,
they certify that those Brahmin students are eligible
for admission into “first-form class”. They are spared
from five years of learning in class rooms. They save a
large sum which would have been spent on five years
of education.

Since students below 14 years of age are not eligible
for S.S.L.C. exams, brahmins cleverly admit their
children directly in the first-form. If there is no such
condition, they may admit them directly even in the
third-form class.

Moreover, Brahmin students easily get a period of
five or six years to seek good employment, since
they pass their B.A. degree course by the time they
are 18 or 19 years old. By some hanky-panky tricks,
Brahmin graduates succeed in getting placement by
this advantage. When we approach headmasters to
admit our children they deliberately cause a delay by
some evasive excuses. They try to convince us that the
children are too young to be admitted and that it is
torture to force them join.
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In case we pester the headmasters to admit our kids,
they dump them in a lower class though they are fit
for a higher class. Besides, they try their best to detain
our kids in the same class, preventing their passing.
These Brahmin headmasters and teachers ridicule
our children and dampen their learning spirit. They
discourage our children by these mockeries: “You
can never learn anything. Better seek a job” - “Do
not waste money in learning. You are not meant to
be learned” - “You are actually paying rent for your
bench” - etc.

Since teachers have the power to send students for
government exams they try to block our students
using loop-holes in law. By hook or crook, they
hinder the entry of our students. Even if our children
appear at government exams smashing all the
stumble-blocks, the hall-invigilators, examiners and
the registrars, who are all brahmins, smartly place
various obstacles. By the time our children pass such
government exams facing all challenges, they are
too old to apply for the government jobs. Sometimes
our helpless students land up in third-rate jobs for
survival. If they fail to clear those government exams,
the result is disastrous. They are forced to work for
small people on big chairs. Other than all these, there
are numerous atrocities of Brahmin academicians in
the world of education.

In brief, the world of education today is in a
deplorable condition. People who call themselves
public-servants must chalk-out remedial measures
by raising this issue in the legislative assembly. An
exclusive committee could be constituted to bring out
the truth.

Many of our non-brahmin students have been
submitting written complaints to us describing the
injustice meted out to them. We urge upon them all to
form an association of students and fight collectively
for redressal of their grievance. They should pass
and adopt relevant resolutions and send them to
the officers concerned. This is our advice to them.
We shall discuss and explain various other atrocities
suffered by our students at another point of time.

Courtesy: ‘Kudi Arasu’ 7th July 1929
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SEMINAR ON CASTE CENSUS HELD AT HYDERABAD - 05.09.2026

Hon’ble Thiru.R.Krishnaiah, M.P. and Hon’ble Thiru.V.Hanumantha Rao, Ex.M.P. and Aduvisor,
Social Welfare, Govt. of Telangana and office-bearers of OBC employees Federation addressed
the meeting and urged the Unlon Govt. on caste census.

]

19th anmversary celebratlon 06 09 2026 Chennal

All India Indian Overseas Bank OBC Staff Welfare Association conducted its 19th anniversary
celebration at Chennai on 06.09.2026. Thiru.T.K.S.Elangovan, Ex.M.P., Prof.Suba.Veerapandian,
Adv Bhavatharani, G.Karunanidhi, GS, AIOBC Employees Federation and A.Rajasekaran, Gen
Secretary, IOBC OBC association address the function.
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Demonstration held by Dravidar Kazhagam on 11.9.2026 - Chennai
Protestlng agalnstthe conspiracy to Remove the ”Caste -wise Census” from the Population Census!
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