Vol: 4 No.: 3
July 2026 Private Circulation

@BGVOICE

=B E

BL ALD &

EXPRESS investigation
Private schools, pricey
coaching, family business,
MNC jobs: They also cracked
EWSlistin UPSC exam

Daughter of railway porter to son of security guard to
IIT graduate, MNC employee: Rs 8-lakh income bar
raises questions of fairness in eligibility

| | S gamass Why top court
B | o aveny - W had questioned
s * " Rs8-lakhlimit
—— sr

. ; 0 The LPSC officg on Delhi's
o5 1 Shahjahan Road. rim ot
‘- | . «The Quma Dala
‘i- ‘g : , o -:;-.15:.,.
3 3 5 e i [ &

TIME T0
REVISIT AND REPEAL '

MNC JOBS

BUSINESS
ELITE SCHOOLS
—_COSTLY COACHING

e - = —=—
FROM CRORE-RUPEE
MEDICAL SEATS TO
T GRADUATES—

PEL ko Is REALLY TN REAL NEEDY
BENEFlTING"

® Over 140 EWS candidates get PG medical seats in
prwate colleges mth fees up! tu ?3 crore'

@ Expensive coachmg, private schoo!s famlly husmess
MNC |nbs—EWS llst  exposes | the prwlleged R

Dala proves: General category EBCS already have 28% SAVE RESERVATION.
representation in top institutions—3 times the 10% quota! SAVE SOCIAL JUSTICE.

SAHU Q ARJAK Q INDRA Q THINK, QUESTION
MAHARAJ SANGH SAWHNEY CASE LIBERATE YOURSELF



\ STATE 33

CONFERENCE | YEAR

o Moon Mahal, Pothigai Nagar, Tirunelveli ‘ 11* July 2026, Saturday | ® 10.00 a.m.

Presidential Address: G.Karunanidhi, president UBIBCEWA-TN
s2: Introductory Address: S.Natarajan, Gen Secretary UBIBCEWA-TN <<~
Welcome Address: M.Senthamil Selvan, Reception Committee

Inaugural Address: : Valedictory Address:
Thiru. ALOK KUMAR Thiru. RAJKUMAR S.A.
General Manager & Zonal Head, Union Bank of India, : General Manager & Zonal Head, Union Bank of India,
Chennai Zone ' Coimbatore Zone

Guests of Honour

o =50t

Thiru. C.Prabhu Thiru. Santhosh Prabhu Gurpur
Dy.ZH / Liaison Officer for OBC Dy.ZH / Liaison Officer for OBC
Union Bank of India, Coimbatore Zone . Union Bank of India, Chennai Zone
Thiru. R.Muthurathinam : Thiru. Rajeev Ranjan
DGM, ECO BANKING HUB, UBI : DGM / Zonal Audit Head, UBI
Chennai Chennai Zone
®% Greetings by Distinguished Guests £
Thiru. R.Jyothi Krishnan :  Thiru. M.Chelladurai Tmt. S.S.Lavanya
Regional Head, UBI . Regional Head, UBI Regional Head, UBI,
Chennai North Region : Tiruppur Region . Coimbatore Region
Thiru. P.M.Senthil Kumar :  Tmt. B.Sharada Devi Thiru. Purakal Sen
Regional Head, UBI . Regional Head, UBI, : Regional Head, UBI
Salem Region : Chennai South Region : Tiruchirapalli Region
Thiru. Ambati Srinivas  : Thiru. G.llanchezhiyan : Thiru. M.S.Sabumon
Regional Head, UBI, . Regional Head, UBI : Regional Head, UBI,
Tirunelveli Region : Kancheepuram Region : Madurai Region
Tmt. G.Malarkodi : Tmt. G.Rajakavitha : LEADERS OF
Convenor, OBC Women's Wing, . Joint C anor, OBC W 's Wing, . C 2 . .
fesrior, OAC Viornarfs s ;  Joint Convenor, OBCWomen's Wing.  :  FRATERNAL ORGANISATIONS
Vote of Thanks: Compere:
Sam Jeba Singh, Reception Ccommittee : G.Saraswathi, Treasurer, UBIBCEWA-TN
S q:fou Qe cou{ia.f@ Onoited - B —
G.Karunanidhi : S.Natarajan M.Bagyaraj . G.Saraswathi
President : Gen.Secretary Dy.Gen.Secretary : Treasurer

UNION BANK OF INDIA BACKWARD CLASSES
A I0BC EMPLOYEES WELFARE ASSOCIATION, TAMIL NADU
ai 139, Broadway, Chennai 600 108 o Email: ubiobcewatn@gmail.com

(Regd.
56/1994)

Together for I uisiet dec e Equality & Progress

o July 2026 -DBEVOICE



...................... EDITORIAL

OB VOICE

Private Circulation

Vol: 4 No: 3 July 2026

Editor:
G.Karunanidhi

Editorial Board:
Vaeyuru Tholibangan
Dr. Arvind Kumar
Ravindra Ram
T.Ravikumar
K.Chandran
G.Malarkodi

Published by:
G.Karunanidhi
C/o Union Bank OBC
Association, 139, Broadway,

Chenai 600108

Printed at:
Krishnaraj Printers
36, Devarajan Street
Royapettah
Chennai 600014
Tel:+91 044-28485938/37

Email:
empower.socialjustice
@gmail.com

Website:
empowertrust.org

The views expressed
in the articles
are not necessarily ours

REEVOICE - July 2026

EWS: A Reservation for the
Privileged? Time to Revisit
and Repeal an Unjust Quota

The 10% reservation for Economically Weaker Sections (EWS), introduced
through the 103rd Constitutional Amendment in 2019, was justified on the
claim that poor sections among the forward castes had remained excluded
from higher education and public employment. Seven years later, growing
evidence suggests that this claim was deeply flawed and that the EWS
quota has largely become a vehicle for extending reservation benefits to
socially dominant groups rather than addressing genuine deprivation.

Recent investigations by The Indian Express and The Times of India have
exposed the contradictions inherent in the EWS framework. An Indian
Express investigation into UPSC Civil Services Examination 2025 selections
found that many EWS beneficiaries were graduates of IITs and NITs, alumni
of expensive private schools, children of businessmen, and candidates who
had undergone costly coaching programmes charging lakhs of rupees. A
significant number came from educationally and economically privileged
backgrounds, raising serious questions about the effectiveness and
credibility of the EWS eligibility criteria.

The situation is even more alarming in medical education. Reports reveal
that over 140 EWS candidates secured postgraduate medical seats through
management and NRI quotas in private colleges where course fees range
from X1 crore to nearly X3 crore. How can candidates claiming to belong
to an “economically weaker section” afford such exorbitant fees? Such
cases expose glaring loopholes and point to the misuse of EWS certificates
by affluent sections.

The problem lies in the very design of the policy. Unlike reservations for SCs,
STs and OBCs, which are based on historical discrimination, social exclusion
and under-representation, EWS is based solely on an income criterion that
is difficult to verify and easy to manipulate.

More importantly, the fundamental justification for EWS is questionable.
Data published in Economic and Political Weekly showed that economically
backward students from the general category already enjoyed around 28%
representation in 445 premier higher educational institutions—almost
three times the 10% quota later granted to them. The claim that they
were systematically excluded from higher education was not supported by
evidence.

Reservationin India was never intended as a poverty alleviation programme.
It was conceived as a constitutional remedy for centuries of caste-based
exclusion and denial of opportunities. Poverty can be addressed through
scholarships, fee waivers and welfare schemes. Reservation, however,
must remain tied to social justice and representation.

The evidence is becoming impossible to ignore. EWS has not corrected
a historic injustice; it has created a new privilege. For the sake of
constitutional morality, social justice and equitable representation, the
10% EWS quota deserves a comprehensive review—and ultimately, its
repeal. m
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More than a century ago, when caste hierarchy

. . . . i dominated every sphere of life and education
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&g S0 2rd Y HEED  Fpssder India.
Smeng g Femnsafgd o wrs Ceueneri :
i On 26 July 1902, Shahu Maharaj issued a historic

i proclamation reserving 50 percent of government
i jobs for the backward classes in the princely
state of Kolhapur. This was the first known state-
i sponsored reservation policy in India and one of
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At the dawn of the twentieth century, government

offices and educational institutions were
overwhelmingly dominated by a small elite. The vast
majority of non-Brahmin communities, oppressed
castes and other socially disadvantaged groups had
little access to education, public employment or

positions of influence.
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Shahu Maharaj carefully studied this imbalance. He

observed that despite efforts to promote education,
backward communities were unable to advance
because they lacked opportunities after completing
their studies. To correct this injustice, he issued
an order directing that 50 percent of vacancies
in state services be filled by members of the
backward classes. He further instructed that
departments where representation was below this
level should prioritize appointments from these
communities.

This was not merely an administrative reform.
It was a bold declaration that government had a
responsibility to ensure fair representation and
social justice.

The Vision Behind the Policy

Shahu Maharaj's commitment to social equality
was shaped by the reformist ideas of Jyotirao
Phule and the Satyashodhak movement. He firmly
believed that caste-based privilege had denied
millions of people access to education, dignity and
economic advancement.
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A Legacy That Lives On

i Today, reservation remains one of the most
! important instruments for ensuring representation

correcting  historical  disadvantages.
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philosophical roots can be traced directly to the
pioneering efforts of Chhatrapati Shahu Maharaj.

His 1902 order demonstrated that social justice
requires more than good intentions—it requires
deliberate policy interventions. By opening the
doors of education and public employment to
the excluded, he challenged centuries of social
inequality and laid the foundation for a more

inclusive India.

More than 120 years later, the significance of his
vision remains undiminished. Every discussion on
representation, equality and social justice carries
echoes of the path first charted by the ruler of
Kolhapur.

Conclusion

Chhatrapati Shahu Maharaj was not merely a
king; he was a transformative social reformer who
recognized that democracy and equality cannot
flourish where opportunities are monopolized by a
privileged few. His historic reservation order of 26
July 1902 marked the beginning of India's journey

toward affirmative action and social justice.

As India continues to strive for a more equitable
society, the legacy of Shahu Maharaj reminds us
that true leadership lies not in preserving privilege
but in empowering the marginalized. His vision
transformed Kolhapur, influenced generations of
reformers and continues to inspire the ongoing
quest for equality, dignity and representation for
all.

(The writer G.Saraswathi is Treasurer, Union Bank of
India Backward Classes Employees Welfare Association,
Tamil Nadu)
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of the Foundation Day of Arjan Sangh, started by the great
social reformer Ramswaroop Verma.

In fact, | have been directed by my leader, Dr. K. Veeramani, the
ideological disciple of Thanthai Periyar, to attend this function
of Arjan Sangh. Why he directed me was: Dravida Kazhagam,
the Dravidian movement started by Thanthai Periyar, itself is a
humanist organization. So, it is natural that another associate in
North India by the name Arjan Sangh, which is itself a humanist
association, we should have a connection and a bondage to
exchange our ideologies—the ideals of Thanthai Periyar and the
ideals of Ramswaroop Verma—so that national integration and
humanism is created. | must thank my leader for giving me this
opportunity.

And then, when I came here, [ am equally happy to meet my good
old friend Dr. Anoop, who was associated with me some 15 years
back in JNU. Whenever and wherever I go there, to spread the
message of social justice and the ideals of Periyar, I had interacted
with Dr. Anoop. And [ am very happy that he has initiated this
program in Lucknow. So, [ must also thank him for honoring me
on this dais.

When I read the literature of Ramswaroop Verma, to be frank,
in the southern part of the country, we are not very much aware
of certain leaders who espoused the cause of social justice, who
espoused the cause of humanism, like Ramswaroop Verma, Jagdev
Prasad, and others. And when I read the literature of Verma, I
could find an uncompromising social reformer, who dedicated
his life to the liberation of Bahujans from caste oppression,
superstition, and Brahminical domination. He believed that social
revolution should precede political change. He strongly opposed
Brahminism, Manusmriti, caste hierarchy, superstition, and
ritualism. He campaigned for burning Manusmriti and Ramayana
as a symbol of caste oppression.

[ was able to go through a quote by Mr. Verma, which I - it is in
Hindi, don't mistake me if my pronunciation is wrong - "Sow mein
nabbey shoshit hain, nabbey bhag hamara hai." So the translation
which [ got was "out of 100, 90 are oppressed, 90 percent belongs
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to us." When I read the quote, [ was reminded of the
quote by Periyar. He said, "97 percent is ours, only
3 percent is opposite." So in Tamil Nadu, Thanthai
Periyar, throughout his life, campaigned—whatever
Verma was doing in North India in '68 onwards,
Periyar did start in from 1919 onwards—all this
preachings against superstition, for social justice,
for women liberation, and against caste hierarchy.

So, Periyar said that almost 97 percent of the
people have been totally dominated in the name
of casteism, with the religion in his head, denying
their basic rights and denying education. So, I could
see a parallel between Periyar and Ramswaroop
Verma. But it is unfortunate that both of them have
not met, I think, [ guess, because otherwise we
would have got some information about that.

And at least now, we have to integrate their
preachings in North India as well as South India so
that the nation is relieved of this superstition and
religious dogmas. When I said about Periyar, you
must be knowing some of his contributions. But
when he entered the politics, he was the chairman
of Erode Municipal Council. He was the board
member of the various government positions. All
those things he relinquished and joined politics.
He joined Congress in 1919 with a single demand
that Congress Party should pass a resolution in
their conference, "50 percent reservation should be
given to the backward classes." That was his only
one demand.

But from 1919 onwards, every single conference, he
brought the resolution, but it was defeated because
of the dominance of the Brahminical groups and
other upper caste. So continuously he was taking
that until 1925. He thought that there is no point in
continuing in Congress Party, so he quit Congress
and started the Self-Respect Movement in 1925
with the whole objective of bringing social justice to
this majority people of the country, particularly in
Tamil Nadu, who have been deprived of status and
education. It is not only they have been deprived
of education, it is about the self-respect they have
been denied.

So when he saw the people being discriminated on
the basis of caste, he attacked casteism. The pro-
caste groups told that "caste is created by the Vedic

principles and Vedas." Then Periyar said, "Then I
will eradicate Vedas." Then they said, "No, no, this
Vedas that are given by the God." Then Periyar said,
"Then [ must eradicate that God." Because his whole
aim was, the people should not be deprived on any
account, either on the basis of caste, either on the
basis of religion, either on the basis of language and
what not.

So that was his concept, which brought him from
social justice into a bigger scale of including atheism
also, because unless you remove this Hindu dogmas
from the minds of the people, you cannot eradicate
caste. That was his Periyar's ideal strictly. So he
continuously preached for that.

[ will tell you few examples also. In 1924, there
was an agitation in Kerala, in Vaikom, where the
so-called deprived sections, they were not allowed
to walk in the streets around the temple. The
Brahminical group, upper caste prevented them
from walking. So there was agitation in Kerala and
the leaders who started those agitation from Kerala,
they were all arrested, they were all in jail. So they
informed Periyar, who was heading the Tamil Nadu
Congress Committee at that time.

Then Periyar went there. He started the agitation,
he was jailed. Later on, after 15 days, he was
released. Again, Periyar went on agitation, then
he was imprisoned for almost 80 days. Rigorous
imprisonment. He was chained. Finally, the Raja
of Travancore—at that time, it was Travancore
Province—the Raja of Travancore was there. The
Brahmins conducted a Yagna. By that, Periyar can
be killed. But what happened was, the Raja died
and Periyar was released. And the Queen came.
She understood the problem, and the streets were
opened to all the sections of the people, including
the deprived sections. The function was conducted
in Kerala where Periyar was felicitated and was
called "Hero of Vaikom," for caste oppression, he
fought in this another state in Kerala, in 1924.

Thereafter he continued. In the meantime, the non-
Brahmin leaders of Tamil Nadu started the Justice
Party in 1916. They won the election in 1920,
and brought progressive measures. It was Justice
Party that implemented 100 percent reservation
for all the communities, including the Brahmins.
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From 1928 up to 1950, it was there in Tamil Nadu,
100 percent reservation. But when the India got
independence and when the Constitution came
into effect from 26 January 1950, the Brahminical
group challenged the communal G.O. in Madras
High Court. The court stayed the communal G.O.
staying that it is against the Constitution. The then
government went to Supreme Court. Supreme
Court also upheld and quashed the communal
G.0. But Periyar started the agitation because he
was continuously, vigorously fighting for social
justice. So he conducted the agitation for one year.
Finally, the Union government headed by Pandit
Nehru and Dr. Ambedkar as Law Minister, brought
the first Constitutional Amendment amending the
Constitutional part of 15 inserting 4, Article 15-4
was enacted, passed in the Parliament, that enabled
the backward classes, Scheduled Castes and Tribes
to have reservation in education throughout India
because of Periyar's agitation. That happened in
1951.

When Rajagopalachari, was also called Rajaji, he
was the Chief Minister in Tamil Nadu, twice. When
he became the Chief Minister in 1952, he brought
a scheme, that way, a vocational training will be
given to the students. Only half a day the schools
will be run. Rest of the day, the children has to learn
the hereditary occupation of their parent. That
means a barber's son has to learn that barber job.
The carpenter's son has to learn that carpenter
job. Periyar stated that this is totally injustice. We
want to bring down the children from the clutches
of their hereditary occupation. They have to go
for higher education, whereas the government
is planning to put them in the same hierarchy. So
we are opposing, he started the agitation. Finally,
what happened was, Rajaji resigned from the Chief
Ministership, and that total vocational training
program was totally cancelled. Because of that only
Tamil Nadu today, all the communities were able to
get education. Otherwise, everybody would have
been compartmentalized.

Please remember, when we attacked that scheme
in 1952-53, Tamil Nadu won the battle. But today
in the Union Government, the present government
has brought a Vishwakarma scheme, the same
scheme, where 18 castes, they have been identified.

And the eligibility is 18 years. 18 years means
plus two children. If they adopt their hereditary
occupation, a loan of 1 lakh will be given. That
means the government wants the children of these
groups not to go for higher education. So you must
identify that Tamil Nadu has opposed that scheme.
North India, when you are conducting Arjan Sangh,
Arjan Sangh should conduct demonstration against
all this. That is the formula adopted by Periyar. It is
of demonstration effect, by Periyar on every issue.

Friends, Periyar continuously opposed the caste
oppression. He said caste should be totally
annihilated. So in 1957, he started the agitation
burning the Indian constitution certain portions,
which protects caste. In 1957, the agitation was
conducted. First time in India, in Indian history,
the constitutional certain portions are burnt by the
people. The government doesn't have an act how
to prevent it. So they enacted an act that burning
the Constitution is a crime. But despite that, 10,000
soldiers of the Dravidia Kazhagam, they entered
into the field and burned. 3,000 people went for
rigorous imprisonment 3 years. 18 people died
in the prison. Even women, including pregnant
women, there in the jail. 3,000 people conducted
agitation against this caste removal. Periyar
demanded the government, instead of Article 17,
which says Untouchability is a crime, substitute
the word with the caste. Practicing caste should
be treated as a crime. And the government was
not able to hear and understand that. So, the Arjan
Sangh should demand like this. You should have a
demonstration like that. Then only the people will
have some awareness. This is what Periyar did in
Tamil Nadu to awaken the people.

And because of his continuous demonstrations,
continuous preachings before the people, common
people, the political system in Tamil Nadu, had to
absorb,hadtoaccepttheideals of Periyar. Whichever
party, whether Congress led by Kamaraj, or the
DMK led by Anna and Karunanidhi, or Anna DMK
led by MGR and Jayalalithaa, they have to follow the
ideals of Periyar on social justice. Otherwise, the
government will be thrown out from Tamil Nadu.

[ will tell you one more example. 1979, MGR, a
popular leader in Tamil Nadu who had never
faced any defeat. In 1979, he brought in a G.O.
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(Government Order) stating that if the income
of backward class parents exceeded 9,000 per
annum, they would not be eligible for reservation.

Immediately, there was agitation in Tamil Nadu.
Even though Periyar was not there, the movement
was there. The president of the Dravidar Kazhagam,
Ayya K.Veeramani, conducted an agitation. All the
parties joined together. Immediately, the General
Election for the Union Government came for the
Lok Sabha. M.G.R.'s party, the A.D.M.K. (All India
Anna Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam), was defeated
in that election in Tamil Nadu. After that, M.G.R,, as
the Chief Minister, conducted an all-party meeting,
withdrew that order, and increased the reservation
for the backward classes from 31% to 50%.

After that, because of the Mandal Commission
judgment (Indra Sawhney case), the Supreme Court
said that reservation should not exceed 50%. But
Tamil Nadu already had 69%. There was a challenge
in the Supreme Court against that petition. What
happened was that again, the Periyar movement,
the Dravidia Kazhagam, came into the streets, met
the people, and announced to them that it must
be protected. There was continuous pressure
across Tamil Nadu. At that time, the government
was headed by Jayalalithaa, a Brahmin lady from
A.LLA.D.M.K. But despite that, because the soil of
Tamil Nadu is social justice, she enacted an Act, the
Reservation Act, to protect the 69% reservation,
and that was included in the 9th Schedule of the
Constitution.

In India, among all the states, only Tamil Nadu has
areservation Act protected under the 9th Schedule
of the Constitution, done by a Brahmin lady as the
Chief Minister in Tamil Nadu because Tamil Nadu
cannot violate social justice.

So, the Periyar movementhas made inroadsinall the
parties. At this point in time, you will be wondering,
"There is a change of government in Tamil Nadu."
Of course, an actor, Joseph Vijay, has become the
Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu. But remember what
he said: "Periyar is our ideological leader." That was
his slogan. So, he has to implement social justice; he
cannot violate that. If he violates, then his power,
the government, cannot be prolonged. So, that is
the position.

So, the Arjak Sangh should conduct themselves in
such a way that every program, whether it affects
the backward classes or other, underprivileged
sections or not, they have to analyze. If the
government's instruction or G.O. is affecting them,
they must protest immediately. People are ready
to come; youngsters are ready. The only thing,
awakening, is required. We should have that
awakening method; otherwise, merely writing will
not satisfy. Otherwise, we will not be able to win
the battle.
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Periyar did that continuously throughout his life.
Periyar never sat on a single day in his home. Always
on tour, meeting the people. Till his death—prior to
his death, just three days back—he was active for
three hours. He died on December 24, 1973. On
December 19, he spoke in Chennai for three hours.
After that, because of the illness, he was admitted
to the hospital.

So, why I am telling is, our policy, our principle is
hitting the minds of the people because casteism is
a mind, it is a state of mind, as Ambedkar said. So,
unless you hit in the mind, it cannot be erased. So,
we have to hit them individually. So, it will take a
long time, but we cannot keep just quiet; we cannot
take a rest.

So, that is the position; that is why when we are
spreading a principle, we have to work in a very
scientific way which Periyar did in his lifetime.
He started a newspaper in 1925 itself. He started
the weekly, thereafter started a daily, "Viduthalai,"
which means in English "Liberator." Today, the
92nd year of that daily is going on today, which is
the only rationalist daily in the world. Daily matters
are coming on that, where the views of the party on
various social issues.

So, that is the thing. So, when I come here, when
[ read about Ramaswaroop Varma, so I thought
that integration of these two idolots must happen,
for which we should integrate the younger minds.
Lessons for the future, just 1 will give some five
points:

* Social justice that must remain the central point
of our discussion.

* Rationalism, that is very much essential.
* Gender equality is non-negotiable.
* Education is liberation.

* Representation matters, means diversity should
be there in all the programs.

So, before concluding, I must say that a hundred
years back, a torch was lit by Thanthai Periyar
in Tamil Nadu in the name of the Self-Respect
Movement. And let this gathering declare today
that we will not bow before the caste. We will not
surrender to inequality. We will not remain silent
before injustice. We will think, we will question, we
will resist oppression, and above all, we will live
with self-respect.

Because the dream of the Self-Respect Movement
will be fulfilled only on the day when no human
being is considered inferior, no woman is treated
as subordinate, no child is denied education, no
citizen is humiliated because of birth. Until that
day arrives, the voice of Periyar and Ramaswaroop
Varma will continue to echo across generations.

Stand upright, think rationally, live with self-
respect. Thank you all... m
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INDRA SAWHNEY JUDGMENT (11992):.A HISTORIGVICLORY
WITH ENDURING CONTRADICTIONS EORIOBCS

Mandal Upheld, But Social Justice Restrlcted

he Supreme Court's judgment in Indra
TSaWhney vs. Union of India (1992), popularly

known as the Mandal Judgment, is rightly
celebrated for upholding 27% reservation for Other
Backward Classes (OBCs) in Central Government
employment. The verdict represented a historic
victory for millions of socially and educationally
backward communities who had remained
excluded from positions of power and influence
despite constitutional guarantees.

Yet, while the judgment opened one door for OBC
empowerment, it simultaneously erected two
significant barriers that continue to affect the
advancement of backward classes even today:
the introduction of the Creamy Layer doctrine
and the imposition of a 50 per cent ceiling on
reservations.

More than three decades later, these judicially
created limitations remain among the most debated
aspects of India's reservation policy.

The Constitutional Vision and the Mandal
Promise

The Constitution-makers recognized that equality
cannot be achieved merely by treating everyone
alike. Communities subjected to centuries of
social exclusion required special measures to

ensure meaningful participation in education,
administration, and public life.

Articles 15(4), 16(4), and 46 were intended to
facilitate this process of social transformation.

The Mandal Commission, after extensive
research, found that OBCs constituted a majority
of India's population and suffered severe
under-representation in public employment. It
recommended 27% reservation as a minimum
corrective measure.

When the Supreme Court upheld the Mandal
recommendations, it affirmed the constitutional
principle that representation of backward classes
is essential to achieving substantive equality.

However, the Court went beyond the issues directly
raised before it and introduced doctrines that
continue to shape reservation policy.

The Creamy Layer Doctrine: Judicial Innovation
or Constitutional Distortion?

Perhaps the most controversial aspect of the
judgment was the creation of the "Creamy Layer"
doctrine.

The Constitution nowhere uses the term
"Creamy Layer." Nor did the Mandal Commission
recommend exclusion of advanced sections within
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Indra Sawhney

\S.

Union «, India

OBC communities. Nevertheless, the Court held
that socially advanced members among backward
classes should be excluded from reservation
benefits.

The rationale offered by the Court was that
reservation should reach the most disadvantaged
sections and should not be monopolized by a
relatively advanced minority.

At first glance, this appears reasonable. However,
several questions arise.

Reservation Not

Poverty

is About Representation,

The Court effectively shifted the focus from
representation to economic advancement.

Reservation was conceived as a remedy for
inadequate representation caused by historical
social discrimination. The constitutional test
under Article 16(4) is not poverty but under-
representation.

A wealthy Brahmin remains socially accepted
within dominant social structures, whereas an
economically successful OBC individual may
continue to encounter caste-based prejudice and
exclusion.
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By linking reservation eligibility to economic
and occupational advancement, the Court
diluted the central constitutional principle that
backwardness is primarily social rather than
economic.

The Burden Falls Exclusively on OBCs
Another criticism is that the Creamy Layer
principle applies only to OBCs.

Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes continue
to enjoy reservation irrespective of economic
status because the social stigma attached to
caste discrimination is recognized as persisting
despite economic mobility.

JUSTICE | ||

Many OBC organizations argue that similar logic
should apply to OBC communities because caste
hierarchy affects them as well.

The result is an apparent inconsistency: social
backwardness is treated as enduring for some
communities but considered removable through
economic advancement for others.

The Data Deficit Problem

The determination of Creamy Layer limits has often
been based on administrative criteria rather than
comprehensive sociological studies.

Consequently, exclusion frequently occurs without
clear evidence that the excluded families have
achieved adequate representation in higher
services, academia, judiciary, or decision-making

institutions.

This has led many OBC scholars to argue that the
doctrine lacks a strong empirical foundation.

The 50 Per Cent Ceiling: A Judge-Made
Restriction

The second major imposed by
the judgment was the 50 per cent ceiling on

limitation

reservations.




The Court declared that reservations should
ordinarily not exceed 50%, except under
extraordinary circumstances.

This principle has become one of the most
contentious aspects of reservation jurisprudence.

No Explicit Constitutional Basis

A fundamental criticism is that the Constitution
itself contains no provision imposing a 50% limit.

Articles 15(4) and 16(4) authorize affirmative
action but do not prescribe any numerical ceiling.

The 50% rule emerged from judicial interpretation
rather than constitutional text.

Many constitutional scholars therefore regard
the ceiling as a judicially created restriction on
legislative and executive powers.

Demography Versus Ceiling

The contradiction becomes apparent when
demographic realities are examined.

OBCs constitute a substantial proportion of
India's population. Along with Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes, socially disadvantaged
communities form a clear majority in many states.

Yet the 50% ceiling limits the extent to which public
institutions can reflect this demographic reality.

Critics argue that if representation is the objective,
reservation policy should be guided by the actual
extent of under-representation rather than an
arbitrary numerical cap.

Impact on States Seeking Greater Social Justice

Several states have sought reservation policies
exceeding 50% based on their unique social
composition.

The judicial ceiling has frequently become an
obstacle to such efforts.

As aresult, state governments attempting to expand
opportunities for backward communities often face
constitutional challenges rooted in a limitation that
is not explicitly found in the Constitution itself.

A Contradiction Within the Judgment

The most striking contradiction in the Mandal
judgment is that the Court accepted the Mandal
Commission's finding that OBCs suffer systemic
under-representation, yet simultaneously imposed
restrictions that limit the ability of governments to
remedy that under-representation fully.

The Court recognized structural inequality but
constrained the tools available to address it.

Thus, while the judgment advanced social justice in
one direction, it restricted it in another.

The Continuing Relevance of the Debate

Recent debates on caste census, representation
in higher education, judicial diversity, and public
employment have revived questions surrounding
both the Creamy Layer doctrine and the 50%
ceiling.
Many OBC organizations contend that:
¢ Reservation should be linked primarily to
representation rather than income.
¢ Creamy Layer criteria require fundamental
reconsideration.
e The 50% ceiling should be reviewed in light
of contemporary demographic realities.
¢ Policies affecting backward classes should be
based on comprehensive caste-based data.
e Social justice cannot be achieved through

numerical limitations unsupported by
constitutional text.

Conclusion

The Indra Sawhney judgment remains a landmark
in India's constitutional history because it
secured legal recognition for OBC reservation and
reaffirmed the principle that equality requires
affirmative action.

Yet the same judgment also introduced two
constraints—the Creamy Layer doctrine and the
50% ceiling—that continue to generate debate
among constitutional scholars, policymakers, and
social justice movements.

For many in the OBC movement, the judgment
represents both a victory and a cautionary lesson:
whilethe Supreme Courtvalidated the constitutional
right of backward classes to representation, it also
imposed limitations that continue to restrict the
full realization of that right.

The struggle for social justice therefore did not end
with Mandal. It entered a new phase—one focused
on ensuring that constitutional promises are not
diluted by judicial doctrines that lack explicit
constitutional sanction and that may hinder the
goal of genuine representation for all backward
communities. m

(The writer is G.Karunanidhi, Gen Secretary, AIOBC
Employees Federation)
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AFTER MANY EXTENSIONS,
PANEL'S REPORT ON SC STATUS
FOR DALIT CONVERTS READY

The Justice K.G. Balakrishnan Commission, | "
constituted by the Union Government in gy
October 2022, has completed its study

and prepared its report on the long-pending

issue of granting SC status to Dalit converts. i =

WHAT THE COMMISSION EXAMINED

oY  SIGNIFICANCE OF THE REPORT
Constitutional, social and legal implications

Addresses a long-standing demand
of extending SC status to Dalit converts,

OF INDIA

el

sociaL Justice " (P
| EQUALTY =4
O -

@ ABOUT THE COMMISSION §

—

Constituted by the Union Government

- &
in October 2022. AN

of Dalit Muslims and Christians.

° Focus on Dalits who converted to Islam

Three-member Commission headed by
and Christianity.

Crucial for the ongoing Supreme Court
Justice K.G. Balakrishnan (Retd).

proceedings.

Impact on existing Scheduled Caste
communities and the principle of equality
and non-discrimination.

Mandate: To examine whether SC status
' can be extended to Dalits who have

m Will guide future government policy
m
converted to other faiths.

decisions.

A milestone towards social justice,

Issues raised in the Supreme Court e\
0 @ equality and constitutional fairness.

After multiple extensions, the report
over the past 20 years.

is now ready (Final deadline:
10 June 2026).

KEY

“ The completion of the Balakrishnan Commission Report marks an important milestone
in addressing the long-standing demand for extending SC status to Dalit converts -
a matter with significant social, constitutional, and political implications. ’,

|
|

Anbumani meets CM, calls for
announcement on caste-hased
survey in Governor’s address

KEY MESSAGE
PMK leader Dr. Anbumani Ramadoss urges the Tamil Nadu

Government to announce a State-level caste-based survey g é E & }),
in the Governor’s Address to the Legislative Assembly. TS

WHY IT MATTERS
* Accurate and updated caste data is essential to protect and

SUDBTE e
GOVERNMENT OF NADU
ok

PMK leader Anbumani Ramadoss with Chief Minister C. Joseph Vijay
at the Secretariat on Tuesday.

6

“These old data are no longer relevant. Both the Supreme

strengthen the State’s 69% reservation policy.

* Existing data, based on colonial-era records collected nearly
95 years ago, is outdated and inadequate.

e A State-conducted survey will provide micro-level details
crucial for evidence-based policymaking and equitable
distribution of welfare and opportunities.

WIDESPREAD SUPPORT
A resolution passed in a multi-party meeting chaired by

Dr. Anbumani, with representatives of 42 political parties
and organisations, unanimously called for a caste-based
survey.

@ STATE SURVEY, STATE BENEFIT

Court and the High Courts have not accepted these outdated
figures. We need modern and accurate data.”

- Dr. Anbumani Ramadoss ,,
PMK Leader

While the Centre’s caste census will give overall headcount and
macro-level data, a State-level survey is vital to generate
detailed micro-level information needed for effective policies
and social justice.

(THE HINDU 10.06.2026)
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THOUGHTS OF PERIYAR:

THINK, QUESTION AND
LIBERATE YOURSELF

PERIYAR’S MESSAGE TO YOUTH

[ am happy to have obtained this opportunity to inaugurate
the Rationalists’ Association in this town today.

The ideas I express and the opinions I hold — you are
obliged only to listen to them. You are not obliged to believe
them just as they are. If everything that is heard must be
believed, there have been far more ideas expressed in this
country than mine! Therefore, I request you not to believe
anything blindly, but to listen and think with reason.

Only Humans Possess Rationality

If we call it a Rationalists’ Association, it simply means an
Association of Human Beings.

Among all the crores of living beings in the world, only
humans possess rational thinking. No other living being has
this sixth sense called reason. If that is so, why should we
start a Rationalists’ Association?

Are all those who did not attend this meeting devoid of
reason? Are all those who do not join the Rationalists’
Association irrational? We must think about this.

Once, I invited Minister Kumarasamy Reddiar to a Self-
Respect Conference. He attended and spoke. He asked, “If
this is called a Self-Respect Conference, does that mean
others have no self-respect?”

Later, when I spoke, [ asked him, “What is your caste?” He
said, “Reddiar” I asked him: “Where do you stand when
you go to a temple? Where do you sit when you go to a
hotel? What is the reason for that? Is it not because you are
considered a Shudra?”

He laughed awkwardly. The audience applauded loudly.

Why Propagate Rationalism and Self- Respect?

[ am not saying this for amusement. Even today, what is
our condition? Not only according to religious scriptures,
but even according to the present Indian Constitution, we
are Shudras. Whoever is not a Christian or a Muslim —
except the Brahmin — is considered a Shudra, including
rationalists and atheists.

To remedy this situation, [ have been intensely working for
50 years in this country, propagating rationalism and self-
respect.

Our slogan is:

“There is no God — no God at all! He who invented God is
a fool; he who propagates God is a rogue; he who worships
God is a barbarian.”

S
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Rationalists in other countries have discovered new
inventions and technologies. Even means for reproduction
without physical union have been created. Medicines
have been discovered for severe diseases. All these are
achievements made through the use of rational thinking.

In 1952, our average life expectancy was 29 years. Today (in
1973)itis 52. If not for our country’s traditional physicians,
it would even reach 75. Whatever merit our native doctors
claim, it was mostly killing us. Only after Western medicine
developed here did our lifespan increase. Is there anything
more disgraceful than this?

Remember what [ say today: by the year 2000, the average
lifespan of Indians will be 75, and that of Westerners 110.
may not be there then, but you will experience it.

Many years ago, | had cancer on my tongue. The scar still
remains. Doctors Rathina Velu Subramaniam and Dr. Roy
treated me. Dr. Roy gave electric treatment and saved my
life. Such is the growth of human rationality in science.

But as far as our country is concerned, my worry is that
our rationality must be used to protect our dignity. People
in other countries may build houses even on the moon.
Food habits may change. But here, our people must first
develop the feeling of being rational human beings. Is it not
shameful that even today a small minority calls themselves
the “higher people” and labels the rest as inferior?

“In a country ruled by people of another religion, could one
strike at their god and win votes? Yet here, we symbolically
struck Rama and won votes. Is that a small matter? People
have developed the consciousness to question even gods”

Fear of Losing Votes

[s this suffering mine alone? Since 1925 I have struggled for
this cause. Which politician has come forward to struggle
for it? Politicians fear associating with me because they fear
losing votes! Despite all my efforts, I have not fully enjoyed
the fruits. Through our movement, we have shattered
Brahmin domination in many fields — in education and
employment. We achieved this through peaceful revolution.

We did not kill a Brahmin; we did not burn their houses;
we committed no violence. We established a ministry in
Tamil Nadu without a single Brahmin minister. Is that not
victory enough? And what kind of rule was it? A rule that
even symbolically struck at Lord Rama and won!

In a country ruled by people of another religion, could one
strike at their god and win votes? Yet here, we symbolically
struck Rama and won votes. Is that a small matter? People
have developed the consciousness to question even gods.

Why Has This Not Been Applied?

Human beings have progressed in every field. But why has
the humiliation of being labeled Shudras not disappeared?
Have we no self-respect? No feeling? No intelligence?

No — humans possess these naturally. Then why have we
not used them?

In every other matter, humans use rational thinking. But in
matters of God and religion, they are told not to use reason.
If they do, they may be killed. What more proof is needed?

In the Ramayana, it is said that if someone argues about God
or religion using reason, he should be killed. That mentality
continues even today.

Why Was Gandhi Assassinated?

Gandhi was Kkilled for this very reason. Untouchability is
in the scriptures. When Gandhi tried to interfere with it,
he was eliminated according to that scriptural mentality.
Even the Constitution says that certain “basic features”
cannot be amended. Though it says untouchability should
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be abolished, the word is placed within inverted commas,
giving it a specific legal meaning.

On December 8 and 9, I am going to convene a great
conference in Chennai. I will propose resolutions to
change our degraded status under the law. If change does
not happen, we must struggle. If we struggle, we will be
severely punished — up to seven years’ imprisonment. We
must be prepared. You must be ready to go to jail.

They may try everything to suppress us. We must be
ready. If someone declares he is not a Hindu, he must be
liberated from that imposed humiliation. Let us see what
this government does then.

If this government falls, the next day we can arrange to
abolish our humiliation. We must be prepared.

The Chennai Conference

The upcoming Chennai Conference is preparatory for this.
Men and women must attend in greater numbers than ever
before. Support must come in every possible way. Those
with financial means should contribute generously. Those
ready for imprisonment must come forward.

First, I propose we boycott North Indian shops and ask:
what business do they have here? If they can drive our
people away in Bombay, why can’t we do the same here?

Those seeking office may leave. Others must strive to end
our humiliation. It is not enough that we obtain positions or
become millionaires. What we need today is the restoration
of our dignity and the end of our degradation.

What is Your Future?

How long will I be here? One day I will be gone. Then what
is your fate? Who will sit in my place? Even if someone
wishes to, will you respect him the same way?

Earning the respect of the people is no small matter. It
requires immense effort. Therefore, comrades! If something
happens to me, our condition may become shameful again.
So you must boldly engage in the task of removing our
humiliation.

Give me your names in a list. I will use each of you in
whatever way possible. Do not struggle for me or for my
sake. Struggle for yourselves — for your children and for
future generations.

(Speech delivered by Thanthai Periyar on 10.11.1973 at

Jeyankondam. Published in “Viduthalai” on 12.11.1973.)

iAol gRadsl 39e7 319 JA81 37T Aeld AT
aﬁrfé%n#géaiqmﬁa?ﬁtrm T 3R
RS HRAS N Iaegsar 9 | safaw et
T FITST g TIRT 3R 37 gRIUTITT A FATT
?ﬁémmmaﬁvﬁﬁm@aaﬂ?ﬁ
|

3297 Fadd Ug, Ul AT Asleliae AfFd Yred e
LT &1 arEdiden e T HIed HEAWT T Y T
T 3R GATS F 92 GO G @NT AT Foih P
FATCT T gl

7%y 3’ AR A 50 Y # TAH FT F HAET
ﬁm’rmmﬁmmémﬁﬁ &= T
S AUAT AT AR AgAd ¢of & fov dOR €, 3%
3 3T RT3 arer DA W gHST
FHER & S 39AET 3R A & T

I fSFAed
S Y IfFd gAAT NAT AST IE FeheTl

frdr oY 3rereT &1 HiesT 3T A W AR
FIaT & S 3% 3neRif MY Ford &1 gHETS
FFA FEY T a1 W AR A8 3§ Tha1l ST
foT @A gent 3R Afgonsit & afha smefierly
TaeTF &, S I, FATAAT 3R Tt | & gfd
AT &l

safow A fow ¥ay #q & 39 fow Fav |
39T gTdil & fow Fuy Ry AR e grer difeat
& T gay |

el gfE, HeH-FFAE AR ahelierdr &1 3uAe
mﬁmmmﬁaﬂmaﬁﬂmaﬁa@%
T 8T T AT ST

(TE 37qare 10 AaFsT 1973 &I ShisA # for
T IRAR & AT 3] 12 FAaeaw 1973 H
TIGUS’ # AT o W MR gl

- B 7 3repane: wig W, gea)

Contribute to OBC VOICE:

Annual Donation: Rs.300
(from April 2024 onwards)

Donors will receive OBC VOICE for
12 months through book post.
Address with Pin Code and contact number is
required.
Amount can be remitted thro’
GPayY or NEFT:

SB ACCOUNT NO: 332602010438472

fvg: EMPOWER, Trust for Social Justice with
Union Bank of India IFSC: UBIN0533262
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59TH FOUNDATION DAY CELEBRATION OF “ARJAK SANGH" -
LUCKNOW - 31.5.2026

Arjak Sangh, founded in 1968 by the late Mahamana Ramswaroop Verma as a social and cultural
reform movement, organized a commemorative function at Lucknow on 31st May 2026 under the
chairmanship of its National President, Shivkumar Bharti. The programme was introduced by Dr. Anup
Patel, Co-editor of Current Agenda.

Delivering the keynote address, G. Karunanidhi, General Secretary of the
All India OBC Employees Association, Chennai, highlighted the centenary
significance of E.V. Ramasamy "Periyar"'s Self-Respect Movement. The event
was also addressed by renowned artist Dr. Lal Ratnakar, international author
and Ambedkarite activist Vidyabhushan Rawat, Professor Rita Chaudhary of
Lucknow University, and Alok Yadav, Research Scholar, Lucknow University.
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