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5t State Conference of the Union Bank 0BC Employees Welfare Association,
Uttar Pradesh & Uttarakhand - Lucknow - 16 August 2026
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Delegatlon under the Ieadershlp of R.Krishnaiah, M.P. along with G.Karunanidhi
(AIOBC) and Shyam Sundar (UBI O0BC) submitted representation on OBC issues to
Hon'ble Chairperson Sadhvi Niranjan Jyoti, NCBC (5.8.2026)
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Representatlon on OBC issues submltted by G. Karunamdhl (AIOBC) and Shyam
Sundar (UBI OBC) to Hon' ble Chalrperson Ganesh Singh, M. P (5 8.2026)
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SOCIAL JUSTICE CANNOT BE ROLLED BACK

ndia’s reservation policy is not charity, concession or political favour. It

is an instrument of social justice rooted in the Constitution, created to

correct centuries of caste-based exclusion and denial of opportunity. Any
attempt to weaken, dilute or abolish caste-based reservation while caste
discrimination survives is an assault on substantive equality itself.
The current campaign against reservation exposes a glaring contradiction.
Voices demanding an “India without reservation” cannot ignore the
continuing reality of caste discrimination, untouchability, exclusion and
unequal access to education, employment and social power. Union Minister
of State for Social Justice and Empowerment Ramdas Athawale has stated
the essential truth: reservation is a “constitutional right”; those demanding
its abolition should first ensure the abolition of the caste system.
The question is simple: If caste has disappeared, why does caste
discrimination continue? And if caste discrimination continues, how
can reservation be declared unnecessary? Reservation arose from the
historic struggle against a caste hierarchy that denied entire communities
education, employment and positions of power. That struggle secured
constitutional safeguards, including the First Constitutional Amendment of
1951 protecting affirmative action for socially and educationally backward
communities.
The implementation of the Mandal Commission recommendations and
27% OBC reservation was another historic milestone. Yet the representation
of backward communities in Central institutions and services remains
inadequate. Reservation has not outlived its purpose; its objectives are still
far from fully achieved.
Today, the vocabulary may change—from “abolition” to “review”,
“reform”, “merit”, “creamy layer” or “economic criteria” —but the danger
remains: weakening safeguards meant for historically disadvantaged
communities. The debate must remain firmly anchored in social and
educational backwardness, representation and constitutional justice. The
demand by Bihar NDA ally Upendra Kushwaha for a 65% OBC quota also
underlines the continuing demand for adequate representation based on
social realities and reliable caste data.
Let there be no confusion: abolishing caste discrimination and abolishing
reservation are notthe samething. Reservationaddressesthe consequences
of caste oppression; the permanent solution is the annihilation of caste
itself. Those who demand an India without reservation must first prove
that they are equally committed to an India without caste hierarchy,
discrimination and inherited privilege.
The message to every force inimical to social justice must be unequivocal:
rights secured through decades of struggle will not be surrendered.
Reservation must be protected, fully implemented and strengthened
wherever continuing backwardness and under-representation demand
it. Attempts to divide beneficiaries, spread misinformation or weaken
constitutional safeguards must be met with unity, awareness and
democratic mobilisation.
Reservation is not a favour. It is social justice. It is a constitutional
safeguard. It is our right and our need. India’s backward, oppressed and
historically excluded communities will not remain silent. Every attempt to
take away their constitutional safeguards will be resisted—democratically,
constitutionally and resolutely.

LET US UNITE. LET US MOBILISE. LET US DEFEND SOCIAL JUSTICE. =
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SEPTEMBER 16 (1921):

THE JUSTICE PARTY’S LEGACY:
HOW THE COMMUNAL G.O. BECAME
THE FOUNDATION OF RESERVATION
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i Long before modern debates on equity and
i reservations shaped the nation, a quiet political

revolution was brewing in the south of India. In

! the early decades of the 20th century, the Madras
Presidency was caught in the grip of a deeply
i entrenched caste hierarchy. A tiny fraction of the
i population monopolized education and public
i administration, leaving the vast majority of citizens
i voiceless and sidelined.

i Out of this profound inequality arose the Justice
i Party in 1916, a bold coalition of visionaries
i determined to shatter social barriers and claim
i representation for non-Brahmins. When they

. . . . d political power through the province's
wren seups BSufer Gemananiiuqe | captured p p g p
?fj: %Gib'-b %cfm@\ f{f’ﬁé&l;é\ 2 (Heuneng. i first democratic elections in 1920, they did not just
FWES SOLEMS 55755, UTfUUMTONS |
&8Eh5 G 2-flw rdfsgiusmsl LD nISST :
i Government Orders of 1921 and 1928, they forged

urjenal C&TeTL §emaaujsaflen ol L enoliLITS Ethe country's first systematic framework for

! affirmative action.
Qeenenen !
wreErtarsdenr (PF® YapTwEs CHrzedle i
i by the Justice Party government in the former
Gurgl, 9 Qamb WL f szl !
SUGUNE : i the history of affirmative action, social justice,

gaGurssemsGu : and the reservation system in India. Looking back

wrpflumosed FFAGHEL ULaTimps gat the history of social justice in India, people

! often point to post-independence policies, but the

occupy office; they actively dismantled the status
quo. Through the groundbreaking Communal

The Communal Government Orders (G.O.s) issued

Madras Presidency stand as a landmark milestone

i real spark was lit much earlier down south in the

Apuyflés auglyeanrfl 2 flew I rFrenenrser Madras Presidency.
@rdurelcd QLeHsEE . .
ssfdssnar wsd WepuUTE | grgakmg the Monopoly: The 1921 and 1928
{ G.O.s

Justice Party formed in 1916 by leaders like Dr.
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PUBLIC DEPARTMENT

/ G.0. No. 613, 16th September 1921
; ';xblio Services
< Non-. —A i of i issued.

Order—No. 613, Public, dated 16th Soptember 1921. - 5
In order to increase the proportion of posts in Government offices held by non-
Brabmans, the Government RO P ibed for the
Department in Board’s Standing Order No.128 (2), ‘on the subject of the distribution
of sppointments among. various ‘csstes. snd communities, should be extended . to
eppommtments of all grades in tho soveral departmenta 0f Governmont. All hoads
of departments and other officers to make i are req d’ to-

adhere strictly to this principle in filling up vacancies in future.

2. Heads of departments, Collectors and ‘District Judges are roquested to submit

to Gove balf-yearly. returns showing, in' respect to their own offices and the

.~ subordinate offices under their control, the number of men newly entortained in the
2 Ez:g:n_nent seryice during (.!':e hslf-'year_md classifying them*under the following

(1) Brabmans. .
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i resignation of two ministers,

i Challenges
i Constitutional Amendment

Dr. TM. Nair, was created precisely to champion

i the rights of non-Brahmins. When they won the

province's first democratic elections under the

i diarchy system, they didn't just govern; they
i reformed.

i Rewriting the Rules: The 1921 and 1928 G.0O.s

In September 1921, the government took a

i historic step that shook the social order—the first

Communal Government Order was issued. It was a

i bold administrative directive designed to shatter
i the monopoly on public jobs and government
i offices. This wasn't just about one group; the term
i "non-Brahmin" back then was a broad umbrella
i that pulled in backward non-Brahmins, Muslims,
! Indian Christians, and Dalits.

They didn't stop there. In 1928, following the

Chief Minister

i P. Subbarayan invited Muthiah to manage the
i portfolios of education and excise. Accepting the

role, Muthiah served as Minister of Education

i and Excise until 1930 and cemented his legacy
i by introducing Communal G.0. (Ms. No. 1021).
! This landmark order operationalized the 1921
i reservation policies by expanding protections for
! Dalits, increasing quotas for Indian Christians and
i Muslims,and adjustingallocations for Brahminsand

non-Brahmins. The order remained a foundational
equity framework until India's independence in

i 1947, with reservations first taking effect in the
i registration department.

and the Path to the First

i The progressive journey of the Communal G.0.s was

neither smooth nor uncontested. As affirmative

i action began to genuinely shift the balance of power
in public services and educational institutions, it
! triggered severe legal and political pushback that
i threatened to dismantle decades of social justice
i work.

Right after India became a republic, the legal
system pushed back hard. In the landmark 1951

i Champakam Dorairajan case, the Supreme Court
struck down the Madras G.O., ruling that caste-
! based reservations violated the newly minted
i constitution's formal equality clauses.
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Gurery HrHlwed FOFSE@HD, | When the Supreme Court struck down the Madras

"OUOSSS

i Communal G.0. in the Champakam Dorairajan
case, threatening to dismantle decades of progress,
i Periyar did not hesitate. He launched a fierce, state-
! wide mobilization campaign. Through blistering

sopsHHullen :

i speeches,
Sjauflusmsud earibs Jeaepu KFSLF public demonstrations, he galvanized the people

gaapjord Gpe soomvdorm s, gofTamil Nadu to demand constitutional protection

Srsawner s BLagsamsamw ConOsner.g). for reservations

“Fops FHwNsa Soel FHwnsewd 1NHDLGSSLILIL L Overcoming
©&_|ngf¢ ﬂ%aﬂmﬂeﬁg(pehgmm;gggfnamm, Constitutional Amendment (Article 15(4))
ulgwdlassay LHYL ULPEEGL U arfler Recognizing the explosive nature of the crisis
o Gappdipasrseynd Apoys Eg‘z“‘f’m : and the necessity of social justice, Prime Minister

fleflgrerar Jawaharlal Nehru’'s Government took decisive
Qeiaurm, Qsemenen wrsTamHHed CFmmSw legislative action.

@pdu
; Constitutional Amendment Act. This amendment
i introduced a crucial new provision—Clause (4) to
: Article 15—which explicitly stated:

wrararsder a@uyarf "Nothing in this article or in clause (2) of article

3|7 160 6Tr & G| 6o @J'TG‘{"QJGT'-% ) sHms Q;ﬂﬂ“-‘"'i' 29 shall prevent the State from making any special
e S ‘Lg’ G Uﬁaugumuil@;mslo‘;r LID_ "li’ i provision for the advancement of any socially and
Y B 20 mLoem i educationally backward classes of citizens or for the

. . . . . i Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes."
2 QUENOWNET KENBILUED WD BESS :

The legacy of the Madras Presidency's Communal
{ G.0.s and the tireless crusades of leaders like
Periyar and S. Muthiah Mudaliar prove that true
democracy is never handed down—it is claimed,

5, Genari pofen @pAumeda 85 i built, and fiercely defended.
Uwewrld, LYewmeuiy o wreller &Feps
o o ® i What started out as a courageous administrative

order in Madras ended up reshaping the moral and
i constitutional backbone of modern India. It stands

i Mobilizing the Masses Against the 1951
i Supreme Court Ruling

newspaper editorials, and massive

i Spearheaded by relentless social reformer Periyar
EV Ramasamy alongside political leaders like

Chief Minister K. Kamaraj and C.N. Annadurai,

%a powerful, roaring protest movement erupted
i across the state.

the Obstacle: The First

In 1951, Parliament enacted the First

as an enduring reminder that true democracy isn't
just about casting votes, but about making sure

“The Communal G.O. opened the door. The

(The writer G.Saraswathi is Treasurer, Union Bank of
India Backward Classes Employees Welfare Association,
Tamil Nadu)




THEACCIDENTAL AXIS:
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SEPTEMBER-AND THE

ARCHITECTURE OF RESISTANCE

THE CONVERGENCE OF SEPTEMBER
SOCIAL JUSTICE MILESTONES

ARUN NEHRU

India, certain months carry

an ideological weight so
profound that they appear
systematically designed. Yet,
historical records reveal that
these decisive eras often unfold - {
through a sequence of accidental i
convergences, unexpected " -
dates, and structural shifts. Chief among these is
September, often designed as "Dravidian Month."
Long before it became a conscious focal point for
socio-political mobilization, September repeatedly
emerged as the silent axis where regional identity,
social justice, and institutional reform collided:

September 17, 1879: Birth of Periyar E.V.
Ramasamy, father of the Self-Respect Movement,
a date officially designated as Social Justice Day to
reaffirm egalitarian ideals.

September 15, 1909: Birth of C.N. Annadurai,
the principal strategist who translated radical
rationalism into democratic governance.

September 24, 1934: The Justice Party formally
adopted Periyar’s socialist Working Plan (the Erode
Plan) permanently embedding anti-untouchability,
equal property rights for women, labor protections,
and proportional reservation into its official policy
agenda.

In the political history of

September 11, 1938: The historic anti-language
imposition march concluded in Trichy, where
Periyar delivered the iconic rallying shout for
regional self-determination.

September 29, 1945: The Tiruchirappalli
Conference finalized the institutional charter of
Dravidar Kazhagam, formally codifying policies
for gender equality, rationalist education, and the
iconic black uniform symbolizing oppression and
dignity.

September 17, 1949: A historic organizational shift
gave birth to the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
(DMK), a new political entity dedicated to
parliamentary social reform, deliberately scheduled
on Periyar's 70th birthday.

The Global
Timelines

Phenomenon of Accidental

This phenomenon, where a specific calendar
window unexpectedly anchors regional pride and
political resistance, is a recurring pattern across
global history:

Catalonia (Diada) & FC Barcelona: In Spain,
Catalonia’s National Day (Diada) falls on
September 11, marking the 1714 fall of Barcelona
during the War of the Spanish Succession. What
began as a military defeat organically evolved
over centuries into Catalonia’s ultimate symbol of
cultural preservation against authoritarian central.
This identity later found institutional expression
through FC Barcelona, a club founded in late
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November 1899 out of modest athletic notices,
which grew into “Mes que un club” (More than
a club) to serve as a sporting bastion for Catalan
autonomy.

TheFirstInternational (International Workingmen's
Association): On September 28, 1864, Karl Marx
and his lifelong close collaborator Friedrich Engels
co-founded the First International in London. This
historic September event united international labor
unions and anti-feudal movements, establishing
the foundation for modern global socialism.

The Russian Revolution & November Slogans: The
Russian October Revolution, the historic catalyst
for global anti-feudal and labor movements led by
Vladimir Lenin, actually took place on November 7
under the modern Gregorian calendar (late October
under the Julian calendar).

Connected mobilizations like the November 5
political acts in Britain ("Remember, remember,
the fifth of November") demonstrate how arbitrary
dates frequently evolve into permanent markers of
systemic resistance.

Ideological Foundations and Ambedkar’s

Admiration

In mid-20th century India, the political landscape
was dominated by social hierarchy. To challenge this
entrenched hegemony, the Dravidian movement
pioneered a radical agenda forged around self-
respect and structural equality. Far from merely
absorbing contemporary political thought, the
Dravidian struggle was an early, formidable
force whose relentless campaign against caste
oppression drew the deep admiration of Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar himself, who saw in its battles a living
model for emancipation.

This ideological leadership materialized through
groundbreaking statecraft long before others
took up the cause. The movement’s early leaders
spearheaded historic communal reservation
orders, effectively breaking the monopoly of elite
classes in education and public administration.
They translated radical social philosophy into state
policy, pioneering welfare schemes specifically
engineered to uplift marginalized communities and
empower women, championing equal property
rights, female literacy, and social security. By leading
the charge with these revolutionary reforms, the
Dravidian movement established the foundational
blueprint for social justice that inspired national
icons and transformed the socio-political fabric of
South India. The convergence between Periyar’s
radical anti caste rationalism and Ambedkar’s
constitutional framework established a durable
blueprint for social justice in the region.

Ideological Resilience Across Electoral Shifts

The history of social justice movements across
the globe demonstrates that transformational
ideas outlive individual administrations or volatile
electoral shifts. In anti-colonial history, visionary
leaders faced political betrayals from within
state apparatuses, yet their core principles of
self-reliance and equaliy remained unshakeable
blueprints for their people. A similar dynamic
operates within democratic governance.

Throughout Tamil Nadu's political history, even
when the Dravidian party suffered defeats in
multiple legislative elections, including historical
party and the major shifts seen in the 2026
assembly elections, the core Dravidian ideology it
championed remained the foundational engine for
Tamil Nadu’s progress.

From top-tier healthcare and public education to
industrial development, reservation policies, and
human development indices, Tamil Nadu's modern
success stems directly from this social foundation.
Electoral fortunes fluctuate, and political mandates
change hands, but the ideological path built on
social equality and public welfare must not be
changed. It is no longer just a party platform; it
has become the permanent operational DNA of the
state.

An Enduring Symbolic Axis

September in Tamil Nadu did not acquire its
reputation through a preplanned master design.
Instead, through an unplanned convergence of
foundational birth anniversaries, rights marches,
radical policy blueprints, and global socialist
milestones, the month transformed into an
accidental calendar of reform.

Much like Catalonia's historical memory on
September 11, Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels
establishing the First International on September
28, 1864, or the unyielding legacy of global
movements, September stands as a recurring
symbolic axis. It serves as a reminder that while
electoral fortunes rise and fall, the structural
commitment to progress remains unwavering.

Ultimately, to put it in Anna’s words: “As long as
social justice, progress, and welfare continue to
uplift the common people, whoever rules the state,

it is the Dravidian ideology that truly rules”
(The writer Arun Nehru is a Central Committee Member
of Union Bank of India Backward Classes Employees

Welfare Association, Tamil Nadu, works at Vadugapatti,
Tamil Nadu)
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This is a fundamental concern.
Caste identty and OBC classification are not the same thing. A cilizen may accurately
declare ther caste, but the subsequent determination of whether that caste belongs to the
relevant OBC/SEBC category Is left to post-enumeration classification.

Under Article 3424, as amended by the 105th Constitutional Amendment, the constitutional
framework recognises both Central and State/UT lists of socially and educationally backward
classes. Since classifications can differ across States and between Central and State
purposes, the Census methodology must explicily account for this reality.

2. The open-ended method risks repeating SECC 2011
‘The experience of the SECC 2011 demonstrates the dangers of ¢ollecting caste names
without a suficienty standardised coding framework.

Variations in spelling, local names, synonyms, sub-castes and phonetic diflerances produced

an enormous number of distinct caste-name entries, creating serious difficulties in
verification, aggregation and classification.

We should ot repeat this experience in Census 2027,

11 OBC data i to be scientifically reliable, it cannot depend primarily on reconstructing
‘OBC/SEBC status from millons of raw caste-name entries after enumeration.

‘The Census must capture OBC/SEBC stalus as part of its enumeration architecture, rather
than leaving it to uncertain post-enumeration bureaucratic classification.

3. Telangana provides a practical model
‘The Telangana Socio-Economic, Educational, Employment, Political and Caste (SEEEPC)
‘Survey 2024-25 demonstrates the value of a structured caste questionnaire and systematic
classtfication of Backward Classes.

Its d subsequent caste and
BC-category analysis, provides useful field experience for designing a robust national
system.
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‘The Union Government should leam from such established State-level practices rather than
repeat the shoricomings of SECC 2011,

4. Immediate corrective measures are required

I therefore urge the Union Govemment to urgently revise the methodology to:

. Provide an explicit OBC/SEBC category in the Census questionnaire alongside SC
nd ST,

Prepare a comprehensive State-wise master caste directory, recognising the

State-specific nature of OBC/SEBC classification;

Assign unique digital codes to recognised castes and communities to eliminate

spelling, nomenclature and phonetic variations;

S

names for verification; and

Create amechanism to separately flag unlisted, disputed or locally recognised caste

Preserve both th

classification, ensuring a transparent and auditable dataset.
6. Do not reduce a caste census (o a caste-name census

‘The Hon'ble Leader of Opposition, Thiru. Rahul Gandhi, has consistently fought for a caste
census because data is the foundation of social justice. The objective is not merely to collect

caste names, but to accurately establish th

of India

tions, welfare and

and create a reliabl
socio-economic policy.

base for

exercise

Thereis a

that the caste census

names without producing the OBC data that the exercise is fundamentally meant to establish.
“This cannot be dismissed as a mere technical imitation. The methodology adopted reflects a

political choice.

If the Government knowingly leaves OBC/SEBC identification to an uncertain
post-enumeration exercise, it risks creating a situation where, after claiming to have
conducted a caste census, it can later plead that the data is too complex or inconclusive to

be meaningfully used.
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That would defeat the very purpose for which the demand for a caste census has been raised
for decades.

I therefore request your immediate intervention and urge you to direct the Ministry of Home
Affairs and the Registrar General & Census Commissioner of India to review Question 10 and
introduce an explicit OBC/SEBC category, supported by a standardised, digitally coded and
State-sensitive caste enumeration framework, before the Population Enumeration exercise

begins.

This is essential to ensure that Census 2027 produces credible, transparent and usable data.
on the OBC population, which can serve as a reliable foundation for policies relating to
representation, reservation, social justice and the socio-economic and educational
advancement of backward communities.

‘The country has waited for a comprehensive caste census for decades. The Government
must now ensure that the methodology adopted does not compromise the very dala that this
historic exercise is intended to establish.

1 request your urgent and personal intervention in this matter.

Kind regards,

. = -

. Jothimani
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E-mail: j m/j
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Subject: Urgent Representation Regarding Methodology, Institutional Framework, and
Systematic Flaws in the Proposed Caste-Wise Population Enumeration for Census 2027 -
Request to Adopt Standardized Coded Enumeration & National Best Practices.
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1 request your kind personal intervention in directing the Ministry of Home Affairs to implement a
standardied, coded castc enumeration framework for Census 2027

— Vours Faithfully,

SRT. 43, Vidyanagar

Hyderabad-44
elangana

Tel: 04027641710

Mob: +91:9000009164

Prsident. Natonal B Wellre Associaion

MP

Shri Amit Shah

Hon'ble Union Home Minister

Government of India

New Delhi

Subject: Requ:sr to adopt standardized caste codes and official caste lists
during for accurate ise census data:-Reg

Respected Sir,

We welcome the historic decision of the Government of India to conduct
caste-wise enumeration as part of the forthcoming Census 2027. This long-
awaited exercise has the potential to provide authentic and scientific data
regarding the socio-economic and educational status of various
communities and will serve as a vital foundation for evidence-based
policymaking and social justice initiatives.

However, recent media reports regarding the ongoing rehearsal of the
second phase of Census operations indicate that the Population
Enumeration (PE) schedule contains an "open column" for respondents to
record their caste. While this may be intended as a preliminary exercise, we
respectfully submit that such a may seriously

the accuracy and reliability of the caste census.

As reported, a similar methodology adopted during the Socio-Economic
and Caste Census (SECC), 2011 resulted in the recording of more than 46
lakh d.r.ﬁcltnl caste nam:s creating enmmous difficulties in classification,

and analysis of the data.
Variations in spelling, regional usage, sub-castes, clan names, titles,
surnames, and local identities led to fragmentation of data and ultimately
prevented the generation of a reliable caste database.

The very purpose of conducting a caste census is to obtain accurate and
scientifically verifiable information. Therefore, repeating the methodology

1
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that led to confusion and data inconsistencies in SECC 2011 may defeat the

objective of the exercise.
We respectfully submit that the Government may adopt the same
that has been followed for the enumeration of
Scheduled Castes (SCs) and Scheduled Tribes (STs) during previous
Census operations.
Suggested Methodology
1. The Census Commission may prepare and digitize the official list of

9

castes recogmzcd by the Central Government and State Governments.

During, the should display the
relevant oﬁicml caste list applicable to the State concerned.

The respondent may identify his/her caste from the notified list.

The Enumerator should record:

o Name of the caste; and
o Corresponding caste code/identification number.

Suitable provisions may be made for veri and ion of
rare or unlisted cases through a separate supervisory mechanism.

Advantages of this Method

Ensures uniformity and standardization across the country.

Eliminates duplication caused by multiple spellings and local
variations.

Prevents data distortion arising from surnames, clan names, titles, and
sub-caste descriptions being recorded as separate castes.

Facilitates scientific analysls and policy formulation.

Reduces post: ification work and
burden.

Produces a reliable and credible caste database that can be used for
welfare planning and social justice measures.

The decision of the Government to conduct caste-wise enumeration has
generated immense expectations among socially and educationally

2

backward communities across the country. To fulfil the objective of this
historic exercise, the methodology adopted must ensure accuracy,
consistency, and credibility.

We therefore earnestly request the Government of India and the Census
Commission to reconsider the proposed "open column" approach and adopt
a coded caste enumeration system based on officially notified caste lists,
similar to the procedure followed for SC and ST enumeration.

Such a measure will prevent a of the di i i
during SECC 2011 and will ensure that Census 2027 produces authentic
and usable caste-wise population data for the benefit of the nation.

‘We shall be grateful for your kind consideration and appropriate action.

Yours faithfully,
R. KRISHNAIAH
(M.A,LL.M,M.Phill)
Member Of Parliament
(Rajya Sabha)
Copy:-
The Registrar General & Census Commissioner of India
Ministry of Home Affairs
Government of India
New Delhi
>
3




GUARDIANS OF
JUSTICE

i

PENDING CASES

92,926+

FASTER DISPOSAL

STRONGER JUSTICE
i
S i -

\THE UNT. NEED]FORIAY DIVERSE AND INCLUSIE IL

ON SUPREME COURT
(NUMBER OF JUDGES) AMENDMENT BILL:
(APPROVED IN RAJYA SABHA ON 5.8.2026)

DR. MENAKA GURUSWAMY, M.P. (TM():

[ speak with some experience;
[ am a Senior Advocate of the
Supreme Court. The problems
of the Judiciary are not going
to be solved by passing through
Ordinance and increase of four
more Judges in the Supreme
Court. There are these problems.
(Contd. by DPS/1N)

The problems are: The Central

Government will not appoint women to the
judiciary. ...(Interruptions)... They will not appoint
lower caste to the judiciary. They will not appoint
religious minorities to the judiciary. They will not
appoint gay people to the judiciary.

Sir, there are 30 per cent vacancies in all the High
Courts. Women are 14 per cent! Women constitute
only 14 per cent of all the High Court judges! The
reality is that the Scheduled Castes, the Scheduled
Tribes and the women together make up under 20
per centof the judiciary. Between 2018 to 2026, this
Government appointed just 3 per cent Scheduled
Caste Judges, 2 per cent ST Judges and 12 per cent
OBC Judges. These are the issues.

[tis not about four more Judges. ...(Interruptions)...
You solve issues when you work with the
Constitution.

R. GIRIRAJAN, M.P. (DMK)

The Supreme
Amendment Bill,

Court (Number of Judges)
2026 aimed to increase the

sanctioned strength of the
Supreme Court judges from 33
to 37, bringing total maximum
strength from 34 to 38. Though,
we support this increase of
Supreme Court Judges, we !
also emphasize to follow a fair
and equitable share in judicial
system. The volume of litigation
of cases in the Supreme Court
of India has constantly been on the rise due to
the persistent gap between the institution and
the final disposal of cases in the Court. As on 1st
January, 2026, there were 92,101 cases pending
in the Supreme Court. Even while working at near
full sanctioned capacity of 34 judges since 2019,
the Supreme Court recorded institution of 75,410
fresh matters in 2025 against a disposal of 65,615.

Sir, there has been a consistent gap between
the institution and the final disposal of cases
which highlights the ongoing challenges of the
managing the docket, particularly, in relation to the
older pending cases and those necessitating the
attention and adjudication by larger benches. The
increase of judge strength of the Court is one of the
most exigent and viable solutions for tackling the
pending backlog of the cases in the Supreme Court.

Sir,independence of the judiciary is a constitutional
visionthathasbeenincorporatedinthe Constitution
of India. Unfortunately, a single dominant caste
holds a large majority of positions in the India's
higher judiciary, including the Supreme Court and
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High Courts. The Governmentdataand independent
studies show that roughly 76 per cent to 80 per cent
of the High Court judges, appointed in recent years,
belong to upper caste general categories, while
marginalized groups like the Scheduled Castes, the
Scheduled Tribes and the Other Backward Classes
remain severely unrepresented.

Sir, according to data presented in the Parliament
by the Union Law Ministry, nearly 79 per cent to
80 per cent of Judges appointed to High Courts
between 2021 and early 2026, came from upper-
caste backgrounds. Out of the 33 Judges, 12 Judges
are from one particular community which is only 3
per centofthe India's population. Low marginalized
representation - out of hundreds of appointments
made in the recent years, only a tiny fraction went
to SC, ST and OBC candidates combined.

Sir, representation of the Scheduled Tribes and
the women remains exceptionally low or entirely
absent at various points in the Apex Court’s history.
There exists a collegium system in which the Judges
are chosen by a closed group of senior judges
known as the collegium, which, critics argue, lacks
the transparent diversity criteria and relies heavily
on informal networks. Several judges have also
acknowledged that nepotism is still plaguing the
Indian judiciary and have insisted that more first-
generation lawyers and judges should come.

Sir, pendency of cases in India has reached record
levels- over 96,000 cases pending in the Supreme
Court and millions more across the High Courts,
driven by shortage of judges. Then, regarding
post-retirement appointments, nominating or
appointing retired judges to political or quasi-
judicial posts, such as tribunals or Parliament,
raises concerns about compromising judicial
independence during their active tenure.

In Tamil Nadu, Dr. Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi
championed social justice by advancing inclusive
representation, enabling the historic elevation of
marginalized jurists to the High Courts, and legally
defending the Statelevel reservation quotas against
judicial challenges. Dr. Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi
was instrumental in supporting and facilitating
the rise of jurists from suppressed communities
through the ranks, actively enabling the elevation
of district judge, A. Varadarajan to the Madras High
Court, making him the first High Court Judge in
the country from the Scheduled Caste community,
a path that later led to his appointment as the
first Supreme Court judge who belonged to the
Scheduled Caste community. His political and

administrative support consistently pushed for
institutional space and representation for Adi-
Dravidars and backward classes within the formal
legal and judicial machinery.

Sir, Dr. Kalaignar himself has acknowledged that
he hailed from a socially backward, extremely
oppressed community, with no claim to any honour.
Economically too, he belonged to a family with no
affluence. He always remembered all this. And it
acted as a motivating force through his career by
all his initiatives whether as a politician or a man of
letters or a valiant fighter for social justice.

P. WILSON, M.P. (DMK):

Sir, I have three demands. One is
regarding establishing Regional
Benches of Supreme Court.
A Bench at Chennai has to be
established because Chennaiisa
metropolitan city. Dr. Ambedkar
said, “Article 32 is the heart
and soul of the Constitution.”
Therefore, access to justice
should be made easily available.
A Bench of Supreme Court should be established in
Chennai. This is number one. Number two, Sir, with
regard to diversity, there is a diversity deficit in the
High Court as well as in the Supreme Court.

In fact, if you see the data that has been given by
the Law Ministry itself, of 593 Judges, 26 belong
to the Scheduled Castes, that is, 4.38 per cent; 14
belong to the Scheduled Tribes, that is, 2.36 per
cent; and 80 belong to the Backward Classes, that
is, 13.49 per cent; and 80 per cent belong to the
Upper Castes. Therefore, there is a diversity deficit.
A constitutional amendment should be brought
in to compel that the diversity should be followed
in the appointment of Judges. Sir, number three is
regarding the age-limit.

The retirement age of the Judges of the High Court
and Supreme Court has to be increased -- High
Court Judges from 62 to 65 years and Supreme
Court Judges from 65 to 70 years.

For that, a constitutional amendment has to be
brought in. I would request the Law Minister for
this. No Scheduled Tribe Judge has been appointed.
The Law Minister is the first Scheduled Caste Law
Minister who has been appointed. So far as the

been appointed. m
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MERIT: MORE THAN MARKS
THE SUPREME COURT’S CONSTITUTIONAL VISION

B.K. Pavitra & Others v. Union of India & Others (10 May 2019) -
Supreme Court Judges: Dr.D.Y.Chandrachud and Justice U.U.Lalit

& Others v. Union of India & Others (10 May

2019) contains an important discussion on
the meaning of “merit”, particularly in the context of
reservation, equality and administrative efficiency.
The judgment challenges the conventional
assumption that merit is simply a matter of marks,
rank or performance in a standardised examination.

The Supreme Court’s judgment in B.K. Pavitra

Merit cannot be reduced to examination marks

The Court points out that a common argument
against reservation is that selecting candidates on
the basis of “merit” automatically ensures greater
efficiency in administration. The Court rejects
such an assumption. Administrative efficiency
is an outcome of the work performed by officials
after their appointment or promotion; it cannot
simply be presumed from the method by which
they were selected. Any claim that one selection
method produces more efficient officials must be
supported by evidence.

Thus, a high score in an examination may
demonstrate performance in that examination, but
it does not by itself establish that the candidate will
necessarily become a more efficient administrator.

What is “merit”?

The Court questions the practice of treating
candidates who cross a particular examination
cut-off as “meritorious” and those below it as “non-

meritorious”. It describes this as a narrow and
distorted understanding of merit.

The judgment draws upon the work of Amartya
Sen, explaining that merit is not an absolute
quality existing independently of society. What
is considered meritorious depends upon what a
society values and what it seeks to achieve.

Therefore, if a constitutional democracy values
equality, social justice, diversity and inclusive
governance, these objectives mustalso be reflected
in our understanding of merit.

MERIT AND SOCIAL JUSTICE ARE NOT OPPOSITES

One of the most powerful conclusions of the
judgment is that reservation is not necessarily
opposed to meritocracy.

The Court observes that government employment
is intended not merely to select people who
perform well in standardised examinations, but
also to achieve broader constitutional objectives,
including the upliftment of disadvantaged sections
and the creation of an inclusive government.

This means that the debate should not be framed
as:

“MERIT VS RESERVATION”

The more appropriate constitutional question is:

“WHAT SHOULD COUNT AS MERIT IN A
DEMOCRATIC AND EQUAL SOCIETY?”
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If public institutions are expected to represent the
whole society, then the participation of historically
excluded communities is itself relevant to the
quality and legitimacy of governance.

EFFICIENCY CANNOT BE PRESUMED

The word “efficiency” is frequently invoked against
reservation. The judgment gives an important
response to this argument.

The Court explains that efficiency cannot be
understood through a one-sided approach that
ignores the positive contribution of inclusion and
diversity. A government that includes different
sections of society can itself be an important
component of good governance.

The judgment also refers to the observations of
Justice Chinnappa Reddy in K.C. Vasanth Kumar,
questioning the assumption that persons selected
through the general category are automatically
more efficient than those selected through
reservation. Such assumptions, the judgment
indicates, cannot be accepted merely because they
are repeatedly asserted.

Therefore:
Efficiency mustbe demonstrated, not presumed.
Merit must be assessed, not assumed.

MERIT IN AN UNEQUAL SOCIETY

The judgment's reasoning is particularly significant
in a society where educational and social
opportunities have historically been unequal.

A standardised examination may give everyone
the same question paper, but that does not mean
everyone had the same opportunity to prepare for
it.

Access to quality education, coaching, books,
technology, economic security and social resources
can influence examination performance. Therefore,
examination marks may reflect both individual
effort and the circumstances in which that
effort took place.

The Court's reasoning consequently supports a
broader understanding of substantive equality:
equality cannot always mean treating everyone
identically when people begin from unequal social
circumstances.

MERIT MUST SERVE THE CONSTITUTION

The Supreme Court's reasoning does not reject
merit. On the contrary, it recognises merit and
efficiency as important. What it rejects is the idea
that there is only one narrow definition of merit.

Meritin public service mustultimately be connected
with the purposes for which public institutions
exist.

A good public servant requires not merely
examination knowledge but also:

o competence and professional ability;

e integrity and accountability;

¢ sound judgment and decision-making;
e commitment to public service;

e ability to work with diverse sections of
society; and

e capacity to contribute to effective and
inclusive governance.

Thus, the constitutional concept of merit is broader
than marks alone.
THE SUPREME COURT’S MESSAGE

The importance of B.K. Pavitra lies in changing
the way we understand the relationship between
merit, equality and reservation.

The Court's reasoning leads to four important
conclusions:

1. Merit is not synonymous with examination
marks.

2.Ahigh examination score cannot automatically
establish administrative efficiency.

3. Reservation and merit are not constitutional
opposites.

4. Equality, diversity and inclusive governance
can themselves form part of the objectives
that merit should serve.

The real issue, therefore, is not whether India
should have merit or reservation.

The constitutional challenge is to ensure that merit
itself is understood within the framework of
equality and social justice.

CONCLUSION

The Supreme Court has provided a powerful
constitutional answer to the simplistic argument
that reservation is the opposite of merit.

Merit is not a monopoly of privilege.
Marks are not the complete measure of merit.

Efficiency cannot be presumed from selection
method.

Inclusion is not the enemy of efficiency.

A truly meritocratic public administration is
one that combines competence with equality,
efficiency with representation, and individual
ability with constitutional justice.

“THEQUESTIONISNOTMERIT ORRESERVATION;

THE QUESTION IS WHAT KIND OF MERIT A
CONSTITUTIONAL DEMOCRACY SHOULD VALUE”

- G.Karunanidhi, Editor, OBC VOICE
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SOCIAL JUSTICE UNDER
ATTACK: LET USUNITETO
DEFEND RESERVATION

“There are only two forces in India: those who stand for Social
Justice and reservation, and those who stand against them.”

DR. K. VEERAMANI

eservation is a system introduced as an
Rinstrument of Social Justice to provide
opportunities and improve the lives of people
who, for generations, were oppressed, suppressed

and denied opportunities under the evils of the
Varna system and caste hierarchy.

In reality, it was the Brahmin and upper-caste
sections who had historically “reserved” positions
of power and education exclusively for themselves.
The Manusmriti's system of reservation was based
on the principle that “this is meant for this person,
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and these rights are not available to those persons.”
The present system of reservation for Social Justice
is, in essence, a counter-reservation designed to
dismantle that Brahminical and upper-caste
monopoly.

The struggle to establish this system has continued
for decades. Reservations for non-Brahmins were
introduced in the princely states of Kolhapur in
1902 and Mysore in 1921. It was only in 1928
that communal reservation was implemented in
the Madras Presidency. However, following the
coming into force of the Constitution, it was struck
down in 1950 after a case brought by Brahmins.
This ultimately led to the First Constitutional
Amendment in 1951.

A Long and Difficult Struggle for Social Justice

[t was the historic mass movement led by Thanthai
Periyar that became the decisive force behind the
First Constitutional Amendment in 1951. Even
then, while reservation in the States received
constitutional protection, the doors to reservation
for backward classes in Central Government
employment and educational institutions
opened only in 1993 and 2006, respectively.

Even after so many decades, reservation for the
oppressed and backward communities in Central
institutions and services has still not been filled to
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its full extent. The statistics themselves tell this
story.

At every stage, moving the chariot of Social
Justice even one step forward has required years
of struggle. Public awareness had to be created,
people mobilised, and legislation secured through
State Legislatures and Parliament. Yet, the judiciary
would intervene and create obstacles. Those
obstacles too had to be challenged legally and
overcome, while enduring the cuts, wounds and
setbacks inflicted along the way. It is only through
such sustained struggles that reservation has been
implemented to the extent possible.

Reservation Is About Social and Educational
Backwardness

When the Constitution was framed, it was decided
that those who were socially and educationally
backward should be given the rights and
opportunities denied to them for generations. Even
then, attempts were made to introduce economic
backwardness as a criterion. But that could never
be a lasting solution.

The fundamental reason for India's economic
inequalities lies in  birth-based social
discrimination. That is why the Constitution
rightly recognised social and educational
backwardness as the basis for reservation.

The Supreme Court and the Economic Criterion

It was the Supreme Court that subsequently
introduced the barrier of an economic criterion.

After the Mandal Commission recommendations
were accepted and the Government headed by
former Prime Minister and champion of Social
Justice V.P. Singh implemented 27% reservation
for Other Backward Classes, the Supreme Court,
in the Indra Sawhney case, imposed two major
restrictions: the 50% ceiling on reservations,
which is not expressly provided in the
Constitution, and the exclusion of the so-called
“creamy layer” among backward classes on
the basis of an economic criterion.

We conducted nationwide struggles
demanding implementation
of  the Mandal Commission

recommendations. Yet the media
that ignored these struggles gave 3
enormous publicity to protests 1
organised by sections of the upper
castes in North India against
reservation.
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The same pattern was repeated in 2006 when
the 93 Constitutional Amendment introduced
reservation in educational institutions. Protests
were organised against reservation then too.

When it concerns Brahmins and upper castes,
everything seems to happen with astonishing
ease!

Without prolonged struggle or waiting, reservation
for economically weaker sections among the
upper castes — EWS — was rushed through
under the 103 Constitutional Amendment. An
economic criterion that had been rejected during
the Constituent Assembly debates, and which was
contrary to the basic framework of the Constitution,
was introduced and subsequently upheld by the
Supreme Court.

Discrimination in Educational Institutions

The cases of students such as Rohith Vemula
and Payal Tadvi highlighted caste- and religion-
based discrimination in educational institutions.
Following a case filed in the Supreme Courtin 2019,
directions were issued to take measures against
such discrimination.

It was only in March 2026 that the UGC issued
guidelines aimed at preventing caste- and religion-
based discrimination in higher educational




institutions. Reports claimed that sections of the
upper castes protested against these guidelines. The
Supreme Court immediately intervened and stayed
the guidelines intended to prevent discrimination.

If even attempts to prevent discrimination and
institutional deaths cause pain to the upper
castes, what does that reveal about the mindset
and dominance that continue to prevail?

This is the reality of India even today.
The New Slogan: “An India Without Reservation”

Today, a section of the upper castes has begun
raising the arrogant slogan of “An India Without
Reservation”, demanding the destruction of Social
Justice and reservation, even though oppressed
and backward communities continue to face caste
discrimination, untouchability and numerous
barriers.

The demand is now to replace reservation based
on social and educational backwardness
with reservation based on economic criteria,
thereby once again concentrating education and
employment opportunities in the hands of the
upper castes.

Earlier too, Brahminical media in North and South
India systematically spread misinformation about
the Mandal Commission recommendations. Right-
wing forces such as the RSS and BJP withdrew their
external support to the V.P. Singh Government,
while the Left parties failed to provide adequate
support.

The statement also recalls the controversy over
the 9,000 income limit introduced during M.G.
Ramachandran's tenure as Chief Minister of Tamil
Nadu. It notes thatthe CPI(M), in accordance with its
national position supporting an economic criterion
or creamy-layer principle in reservation, supported
the income ceiling. By contrast, the CPI, along with
the Dravidar Kazhagam, DMK and Muslim League,
opposed the economic ceiling on the ground that
social backwardness must remain the decisive
criterion.

A Warning Against a Renewed Attack on Social
Justice

The statement warns that the same forces are once
again attempting to weaken Social Justice, allegedly
with the support and encouragement of the BJP and
RSS, particularly with elections in Uttar Pradesh
and other States in mind.

The oppressed and backward communities are
being viewed as divided and fragmented, and as
being distracted by religious propaganda. Against
this background, the statement calls upon all those
who believe in Social Justice to unite and stand
together as one force.

Destroy the Inferiority Complex Created Against
Reservation

This is a time that demands vigilance and
awareness.

Various forms of media and propaganda have
attempted to create an inferiority complex
among the very communities that have benefited
from Social Justice — portraying reservation as
something inferior or degrading and trapping
young people in the deceptive discourse of “merit”
and “ability.”

Some among us, having benefited themselves, now
ask: “I have climbed the ladder; why should the next
person need it?” — and then kick away the very
ladder that helped them climb.

We must recognise this tendency and unite
everyone to fight against it.

“AN INDIA WITHOUT CASTE”

Our ultimate struggle is to create an “India without
caste.”

Young people must come forward to achieve this
goal.

Caste is the disease; discrimination and
untouchability are its manifestations.
Reservation is the medicine administered to
counter the effects of that very disease. But the
permanent cure is the annihilation of caste.

Those upper-caste forces who suddenly pose as
champions of caste abolition must answer a basic
question:

Will they genuinely come forward to abolish
caste?

Do these newly emerged champions of equality
oppose caste dominance in religion, society and
politics?

Their actual position appears to be:

“Caste must remain; its hierarchy must remain;
their dominance must not diminish — but caste-
based reservation alone must disappear!”

What greater deception could there be?

Is There Really Equal Opportunity?

September 2026 -EBB(VOICE



Does everyone in this country enjoy equal
opportunities?

If equal opportunities, equal facilities and equal
rights are not provided, how can equal merit and
ability emerge?

Only by exposing this deception can our young
people and students understand what Social Justice
truly means. Is it not the foremost duty of those
committed to Social Justice to do so?

LET US UNITE! LET US MOBILISE!

The Dravidar Kazhagam will take the lead and work
vigorously towards this objective.

Setting aside short-term political differences,
everyone must unite. This is a period in which
attempts to take away our rights are coming from
all directions — through conspiracies, obstacles,
attacks and enormous political pressures.

We must confront them all. We shall protect our
rights, even at the cost of our lives!
RESERVATION IS OUR RIGHT! OUR NEED!

Rising above party lines, we must stand against the
forces opposing reservation.

Reservation is our right!
Reservation is our need — our urgent need!

To defeat every attempt to take away this right,
a second Mandal struggle must once again
assume a historic and massive form. We must
make it happen.

There are only two forces in India:
One — the force that stands for Social Justice.

The other — the force that opposes Social
Justice and reservation.

Our first duty is to strengthen the Social Justice
forces.

Let us unite!

Let us mobilise!

Let us raise our voice!
Let us win our rights!
Let us win our rights!

(Statement of the tallest leader of Dravidian Movement
Dr.K.Veeramani, (aged 93) President, Dravidar Kazhagam,
published in Tamil daily “Viduthalai” dt 11.8.2026 -
English Translation: G.Karunanidhi, Editor)

‘ENSURE END OF

Union MoS for Social Justice Ramdas Athawale
Calls Reservation a Constitutional Right

Reservation is a CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHT
and cannot be removed. Demands for
its abolition are unconstitutional.

Initially for SCs & STs, reservation has been
expanded to include other sections,
including EWS. All needy communities
continue to benefit from it.

(13

Caste-based discrimination and atrocities
against SCs continue, especially in rural areas,
despite Article 17 banning untouchability.

Our stand is very clear: Those seeking abolition
of reservation should first ensure an end to
the caste system. We will not insist on
reservation once caste is eliminated.

RESERVATION IS NOT A FAVOUR,
ITIS A RIGHT FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE!

Source: TIMES OF INDIA | Aug 22, 2026,

QOO

.46 PM IST

Compiled by:
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CASTE SYSTEM FIRST’ A0
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First ensure an end
to the caste system.
We will not insist on
reservation once caste
is eliminated.

NDA ALLY SINCE 2014

RPI (A) supports protection
of reservation and ensuring
social justice. Our demand

is that all needy communities
must get reservation.

- Ramdas Athawale

Union MoS for Social Justice
& Empowerment ”

SOCIAL JUSTICE
IS THE SOUL OF OUR CONSTITUTION

.Karunanidhi, Gen Secretary, AIBBC Employees Federation




The following write-up of Thanthai Periyar was
published in Kudi Arasu dated 20th September 1947.
The translated version is here below:

Dravidar Kazhagam (DK) is an establishment with the
liberation and progress of people as its prime objective.
It was organized to strive for achieving it. The Aryans
had been misusing their freedom in the country to
denigrate and degrade other people in the name of race
and on the basis of birth. They have belittled others by
suppressing and oppressing them. Dravidar Kazhagam
was formed to liberate such downtrodden people from
the Aryan shackles. To elucidate further, it is a movement
which strives for the deliverance of all the people who
have been maligned as Sudhras. As per the Arya dharma,
they were graded as people belonging to the fourth
group ‘Varnas’ or the fifth group ‘Avarnas’, in the layers
of inequality. The mission of the Dravidar Kazhagam is to
struggle and salvage all those victims of disparity.

Crazy Codes

Under the garb of the Hindu religion, Aryans have been
calling Dravidians as ‘Sudhras’. There are many evidences
to vouch for this. For instance, in the tenth chapter of
Manu smirti, under the caption of ‘Shankara caste’, it
has been specified that those who have discarded the
caste dharma and those who are their offsprings are
called ‘Dravidians’. This particular chapter also says that
the children begotten by ‘Sudhra’ males and brahmin
women should be treated as ‘Bhagya caste’ persons or
people of a contemptuous ‘Chandal’ caste who should
never ever come near upper caste people. The chapter
concerned also adds that the children born of Brahmin
men and Sudhra women should be called in the Aryan
land as a low caste people of fishermen community.

In the same chapter it has been stated that cobblers
who work using cattle-hide, grave diggers and beggars
called ‘Pariahs’ are all born of intercaste marriages, to
couples who have discarded the codes of caste-dharma.
It has been very clearly specified in that chapter that the
people who reigned over Dravidian country have become
‘Sudhras’. For reference one can find it in the 44th ‘verse’
(couplets), in the 10th chapter of Manu Smriti. It has also
been explicitly stated there that all those who speak a
barbaric language are to be known as ‘Dasyus’. The 45th

THOUGHTS OF PERIYAR:

DRAVIDIANS AND
HUMILIATING CODES
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verse in chapter 10 must be noted for reference to vouch
for this. A footnote on the page concerned also defines
‘Dasyus’ as ‘thieves’.

Unpardonable denigration

A noteworthy fact is that like the term ‘Dravidian’, the
name ‘Andhran’ is also found in Manusmiriti. It is stated
that an ‘Andhran’ is one who hunts animals in forests and
brings them to the cities to sell. Reference at verse 46 in
the same tenth chapter. Hence it can be perceived that
besides segregating Dravidians as Andhras, the Manu
Dharma also stresses that Dravidians are low caste
people who are contemptible, untouchable thieves. The
‘Shankara Caste’ segment in chapter 10 makes it clear as
crystal. This is how Dravidians have been belittled.

The 50th verse states that all these low caste people
should live on the outskirts of cities, in avenues, under
the trees or somewhere near burial grounds, making
everyone know that they are workers involved in filthy
mean labour. They must exist in such a way that others
can easily identify them as castaway elements and stay
away from them. This particular verse also stresses that
such Dravidians should rear only dogs and donkeys and
that they are not permitted to rear cattle to eke out their
living and survive.

‘Humiliating restrictions’

My dear Dravidian comrades, you will be shocked if I
reveal what verse from 52 to 57 say about us, but I must.
According to those six verses, Dravidians should dress
themselves in coffin cloth and eat their food from broken
clay pots. They should not use vessels made of any metal.
Women should wear jewels made of steel or brass.
Throughout their life they must loiter seeking jobs for
their survival. They should not be sighted on auspicious
event at home. None should talk to them. They must
be forced for intra marriages within their own circle of
people. No offering should be made in their presence.
They must be given leftover food only in broken, dirty
containers. During nights, they should not be allowed
to move around in the city. Besides all these inhuman
codes of treatment to be meted out to Dravidians, it also
stresses that even if they appear neat, tidy and well-
dressed, they must be considered filthy people of the
lowest caste.

A strange way of salvation has also been stated as a
solace for us. It is specified that if a ‘Sudhra’ woman
marries a Brahmin and begets a child continuously in
her seven births on earth, the child thus born in her
seventh birth would become Brahmin. This ridiculous
way of redemption was declared by Gandhi when he
visited Tirupur in our State seven or eight years ago.

Intolerable disgrace

Verse 713 in chapter 10 says that a brahmin would
always remain a brahmin, however mean his job might
be. Similarly, even if a sudhra individual does a superior
job of a brahmin, he would continue to exist as Sudhra
and never become a brahmin. A sudhra individual cannot
be transformed as a brahmin merely by performing
the tasks of a brahmin. The verse concerned says that
this has been ordained by Brahma Dev and that it is an
indelible philosophical truth.

Verse 83 says that a brahmin could choose any mean
job for survival, except farming and cultivation. In case,
his livelihood and survival are not possible without
stepping on agricultural work, and if there is no option,
he can get farming done through others. Since ploughing
and cultivation require use of spade and shovel to dig the
field it is an unsuitable job for a brahmin. So a brahmin

FHISTART & I IGAT AeT| 3oIenT Sliae] VAT gl ATfieT
38 e @ TRV foh q@R oileT el & qgaiel eh
T AT I 3791 FU 10 oot § 3R 399 T @
A H Ig off gr T § & 00 gfae

9T FHd &1 3o AT Menfasr 3R

TE-3e ¥ q e A AepAfa A @ AR
‘HYHATASTTF Tfaaer

A O gfag @fd™, 3pR & gt gar5 6 524 @ 574
eeF & gAR IR # F7 fo@r g, dl 39 §gd g@ 3R
T gl AT St TF T TN ¥l ST OF el &
, EfaSl @ Pl o FIS Ugdel dIgT 3R 39T
;\'&gﬁﬁﬁ#aﬁ:ﬁﬁmaﬁmﬁmsﬁ
J I gl T SEJHATS TgT LAl AT AfZem3id
T dide & YT Tgolel AR

%

9

1353

F O
T A Sfa & IS 9 F ¥ F & AT ST ARy
T

AR, HFd FT T§ FEIRIE, RN e & gAR ToT H
S HI-37TS Tl Ggel fAPYX 3T & FoHAg §carm 41

g 58 ORE, 3R P g ATFd sTEAT & Y 3T F1H
AT ¥, a9 oY 9F Yg o W 3N N FEAUT AG aT
THAT| Fael STEHOT FHT HH T H FIS g AT SEHATT
G qT FhT| 38 elih & AR, WA foad wear &7
EART 1T AT § AR S8 Gl 61 Sff Hevell

el 83 H gl AT § & IS FEAU 39T S T
& fIT Tl 3R P A SIs HS o Ser a1 AT
FH F ThdT &l 3R 3% SAg-I0T & f&T T &
JeITaT SIS A TEAT 7 g, df 98 gkl § Wkl T Hevell
gl g = & AT gol, ®rasr 3K Rt @ Se
gl gsdr g, 3afolv 38 SEA & 3 e 8T
AT I1 8| SATAIT STEAUT & Wl & 53 i # T@F et
TRTAT TRV SHT 3TETATT & Lolieh 84 3 QAT &1 Fgl 1T g

@BB,VOICE « September 2026 -




should never involve himself in agriculture related work.
Verse 84 of chapter.10 has specified thus.

Harsh restrictions

Verse of the same chapter says that if a low caste person
does the work meant only for an upper caste men, all
belongings of his are to be seized by the king and the
offender must be driven away from the country. No
‘Sudhra’ has the right to perform rituals pertaining to
religion, according to verse 126 of chapter 10. Verse 129
says a ‘Sudhra’ individual should not be allowed to earn
more than what is the least required for his existence,
however skilled and capable he might be. If he earns
more than what he actually needs to survive, that would
only turn out to be harmful to brahmins.

A ‘Sudhra’ has no right to perform ceremonial sacrifices
or to performrituals. He has no hold over his possessions.
Therefore, his entire wealth and belongings can be
grabbed and taken away righteously by any brahmin,
according to Verse 13 of chapter 11.

Asuras with a gigantic appearance actually denote
‘Sudhras’. This is indicated by Verse 20 of chapter 11.
It states that those who do not perform ceremonial
sacrifices called ‘Yagas’ are known as ‘Asuras’, and that
seizing their belongings by force is a permitted ‘dharma’.

None Superior
By all these chapters it is clear that Dravidians are being
called ‘Sudhras’. ‘Sudhras’ have no rightto performrituals
in front of fire. Such people are ‘Asuras’. If Manusmiriti
is full of such horrible codes of conduct and treatment,
we can say without hesitation that it was fabricated
exclusively for the Hindu religion. What would be the
condition of Dravidians if they are converted as Hindus?
Common public is urged upon by me to give it a deep
thought.
My dear Dravidian comrades, we must collectively
eradicate all the humiliating codes specified in the
Manusmiriti and reveal our true identity with dignity.
If we keep tolerating, that would only mean shameful
acceptance of all the degrading codes. Let us be proud
of our Dravidian race and discard all the verbal rubbish
in the so called ‘Manu Dharma Shastra’ Let us strive to
prove that Dravidians are inferior to none on the earth.
Courtesy: ‘Kudi Arasu’ — 20th September 1947
Translated by : M.R. Manohar
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1st State Conference of Tamil Nadu Grama Bank OBC Employees Welfare
Association — Tirunelveli — 22.08.2026

Chief Guest: V.Sankar Raju, GM, H.0., TNGB, Speakers: G.Karunanidhi,
Gen Secy. AIOBC Employees Federation, M.Senthamil Selvan, Treasurer,
AIUB OBCEWA Puvan Guru, Llalson Officer for OBC, TNGB

Office-bearers of West Bengal OBC Federation
led by Asok Kr Sarkar (Working President,
AIOBC Employees Federation) met Sri Gouri
Shankar Ghosh, Honble Backward Classes
Minister ,Govt.of West Bengal on 31.7.2026
and submitted nine points OBC demands
like Creamy Layer, Caste Census,new Caste
inclusion like  Mahishya,Tili, Sadgope,
Chassatti,Baishnab, Saha,Gandhya Banik etc,
Construct Kesh Kala Board, Corporation/
Municipalities OBC seats reservation, 27
percent reservation in service & education
etc.
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