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WE REPEAT
Creamy Layer

Courts don’t have jurisdiction to impose

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS (102 & 105)
HAVE SCRAPPED THE ‘CREAMY LAYER’ CONCEPT

hile upholding that states have the authority to further
subdivide groups within reserved categories based on varying

levels of backwardness to better allocate reservation benefits,
the Judges of the Supreme Court including Justice B.R.Gavai emphasised
the necessity to exclude the 'creamy layer' within the Scheduled Castes
from reservation benefits intended for SC categories.

Currently, this conceptis only applied to reservations for Other Backward
Classes (OBCs).

But it has to be reminded to Judiciary as well as the Legislators that
the Parliament of India by amending the Constitution thro’ Constitution
(102) Amendment Act, 2018 and further amending the Constitution
thro’ Constitution (105) Amendment Act, 2021 has totally scrapped the
concept of creamy layer even for OBCs, that was directed by Supreme
Court judgement in Indra Sawhney case.

The sole reason for the Supreme Court, in Indra Sawhney case, holding
that creamy layer should be excluded to constitute OBC, for the purposes
of reservation under Article 16(4) and 15(4) was the fact that there was
no definition for SEBC in the Constitution or under any law. Now that
defect has been rectified by Constitution 102 and 105 Amendments.

Now, after those amendments, Constitution itself has defined the OBC/
SEBCin Article 366(26C). Itis, more than the Presidential Order defining
SC&ST. The lack of definition has been fulfilled and rectified by insertion
of Article 342A read with Article 366(26C).

In article 366 of the Constitution, for clause (26C), the following clause
shall be substituted, namely:—‘(26C) “socially and educationally
backward classes” means such backward classes as are so deemed
under article 342A for the purposes of the Central Government or the
State or Union territory, as the case may be..

It is not permissible to, or there is no scope for, or compulsion for,
excluding creamy layer from such backward classes as are deemed
so under Article 342A.

Therefore, the basis for judgment in Indra Sawhney case, necessitating
the exclusion of creamy layer from the list of SEBC, ceases to exist as
opined by Dr. Justice A.K.Rajan.

Leave alone, SC/ST, it is therefore clear that no section of the people
from the list of OBC/SEBC should be excluded as creamy layer as that
would amount to violation of the Constitution.

The Union Government and States should ponder over these
constitutional provisions and scrap the creamy layer concept that
will address the lame excuse of ‘no suitable candidate available’ theory
adopted by the Govt. Departments.

(Editorial Again Repeated - OBC VOICE: Editorial — September 2024)
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Thanthai Periyar - Arignar Anna
The Leader and the Commander
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G.Karunanidhi
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S@mant. @meui Absmers Sl LHHEUF i and Arignar Anna. One was the torchbearer of
i thought; the other, the warrior who carried that
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father; the other, the victorious commander who
! led a movement to triumph.

ieimem, QUALITETEAL 30 2 Gir®156r @ enamuicur gThanthai Periyar (17.09.1879 - 24.12.1973)
%lﬁ]@lm’ QuAlwny 95 oy ar@aan mn@ﬁ,gcung' i and Arignar Anna (15.09.1909 - 03.02.1969)

Quflumy (17.09.1879 — 24.12.1973),
S\IMEpT erewrm (15.09.1909 - 03.02.1969).

LeTLmL_ @) The history of Tamil Nadu'’s political, social, and

GumiL @@ @QuEb i cultural renaissance cannot be told without the

i names of two towering leaders - Thanthai Periyar

torch to dispel the darkness. One was the guiding
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Anna was thirty years younger than Periyar, yet fate
chose to take him away five years before Periyar’s

i own demise. Periyar lived for 95 years, of which

over six decades were dedicated to relentless public

: life. Anna lived only 60 years, half of which—thirty
i years—were spent in dedicated public service.

i Anna - The Disciple Who Became a Force of His

i Own
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i Even when

Annaalways humbly regarded himselfas “a disciple
of Periyar.” But he was never just a disciple; he
was a creator who gave life to thought. Just as he
absorbed and reshaped global ideas to suit his

i times, he also redefined and revitalized Periyar’s
i ideals and movement in his own distinctive way.

At the Erode Dravidar Kazhagam Conference,

Periyar declared openly:

“I have crossed seventy years of age. | now hand
over the keys of the chest to Anna.”

It was a complete transfer of leadership—an

acknowledgment of the disciple’s greatness.

Unity Beyond Differences

ideological rifts arose, Periyar’s
principle was unwavering: unite for social justice
above personal disagreements. Anna followed

i this legacy. Though their paths diverged politically
i at times, they stood together to defeat forces

opposed to equality.

Anna’s Rule - A Dedication to Periyar

i In 1967, when Anna became the Chief Minister of
i Tamil Nadu, his first words were:

“This throne is but an offering to Periyar!”

{ A rare father-son bond, a leader-commander
i relationship - this remains unparalleled in history.

Anna - The Cultural Emblem of Tamil Nadu

: Anna'’s very name became a cultural identity;
i Periyar was its indelible foundation.

Periyar awakened a slumbering Tamil society;
i Anna led the awakened Tamils to victory.

i Anna’s Journey - From Orator to Statesman

o A fearless debater who triumphed in intellectual
i battles on questions like the sanctity of Kamba

i Ramayanam and Periya Puranam.

- sbugmorwerd,  Quiflwyrrewnrd GNss |
efleun g ks afled argsste  Qeumm & GuoTL
auné@edry.
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1967 |

Csislle Qapfl QuIPSIDL Psdd sHHSsMT |
this conviction until his last breath.

~‘BrreilL Br@)’, ‘sresd CanmbGaeir Gumenp - Editor of Viduthalai.

- Prisoner of conscience in the 1938 Anti-Hindi
- ‘dpsma’ usdflans g dflurras Qewoul L agitation.

After an 18-year political separation, when Anna
- 1938 aflpd erdiiy CumyrlLsdnsrs SHep won the historic 1967 elections, the first person he
met was none other than Thanthai Periyar.

“The leader I have seen and cherished -
Thanthai Periyar,” he proclaimed and held firm to

Periyar’s Final Counsel
On December 19, 1967, Chief Minister Anna asked:

“Shall I return to travel with you, village to
gvillage, for the rationalist cause? Or shall I
continue as Chief Minister?”

“Even if you have just one day or one minute
left, never give up the Chief Minister’s office. I
‘@@ BreT, @B HOLD &5 QHHETEIL wsoe | Will continue the social work!”

usellld@bg cosrGs! sypsuumiomw prer A moment where leadership saluted leadership.

Anna’s Three Immortal Achievements:

1. Renaming our land as Tamil Nadu -
affirming its rightful identity.

2. Legalizing Self-Respect Marriages -
upholding equality and dignity.

3. Two-Language Policy - Tamil and English
only, rejecting the imposition of a third
language.

i His words still resonate like timeless bells of justice:

“Those who dare to undo these three
achievements will always tremble with fear.
IO : As long as that fear remains, Anna Durai still
ywuodlarpaufser wrpruilgd FFLLHTTSET; : governs this land!”

3Ips EsD QIS @y, @5 BT | .
i Conclusion

Periyar - the Father of the Movement.
Anna - the Commander of its Victory.

Together, they carved the path of social justice that
i continues to illuminate Tamil Nadu to this day.

LE
urens @erm sPsn OQsery Osmamy(HsE0 i Let us remember them, honor them, and live by

 their ideals.

(The wrriter is the Editor of OBC VOICE)
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CONCEPT OF ‘CREAMY
LAYER - NO MORE VALID

CONSEQUENT UPON
CONSTITUTION
AMENDMENTS 102 & 105

- G.KARUNANIDHI

Judiciary’s Recent Observations

Two recent developments have once again brought
the controversial issue of the “creamy layer” into
the spotlight:

1. Supreme Court’s Notice: The Supreme Court
has issued notice to the Centre on a petition
seeking introduction of a “creamy layer” like
system even for Scheduled Castes (SCs) and
Scheduled Tribes (STs). The petitioners argue
for equitable distribution of reservation
benefits within SC/ST communities, similar
to the model applied to OBCs since 1992.

2. Government’s Proposal on Uniformity:
The Union Government is actively working
on a proposal to ensure uniformity in creamy
layer criteria for OBCs across Central and
State services, Public Sector Undertakings,
and Universities. The stated intent is to
remove anomalies and harmonize quota
benefits, with inputs from NITI Aayog and
the National Commission for Backward
Classes (NCBC().

These discussions relate both to extending
the “creamy layer” logic beyond OBCs, and to
streamlining it within OBC reservations.

The IndraSawhneyJudgementand Its Aftermath

[t is a matter of history that the Supreme Court,
in its judgement of 16th November 1992 (the
Indra Sawhney case), introduced and imposed
the concept of “creamy layer” exclusively on OBCs.

While striking down reservations in promotions,
the Court carved out a new principle — that
the “advanced sections” within OBCs should be
excluded. The judges themselves had clarified that:

e This principle applies only to OBCs.
o Ithas no application to SCs and STs.

This judicial invention, however, had devastating
consequences. Over the past three decades,
thousands of eligible OBC aspirants have
been denied the fruits of reservation, despite
constitutional guarantees under Articles 15(4) and
16(4).

September 2025 '@B@(VOICE



Misinterpretation and Bureaucratic Negativity

The problem was compounded when the Expert
Committee Report (1993), which was adopted by
Parliament, was deliberately misinterpreted by the
Department of Personnel & Training (DoPT).

¢ OBC candidates selected through UPSC
examinations under the OBC category were
denied postings, often under the pretext of
being “creamy layer.”

e More than 100 such candidates have
suffered injustice; several cases are still
pending before the Apex Court.

¢ The Parliamentary Committee on OBCs,
after receiving numerous complaints,
strongly criticized DoPT’s unilateral actions
taken without consultation with the Ministry
of Social Justice or the Ministry of Law.

This bureaucratic misapplication has led to absurd
situations where:

¢ Eligible OBC candidates were disqualified
citing “creamy layer,” while
¢ Non-creamy candidates were rejected as “not

suitable.”
This dual discrimination has hollowed out the
spirit of social justice.
Constitutional Amendments Changed the
Ground Reality:

It must now be emphasized that the constitutional
basis for “creamy layer” has ceased to exist.

e In 2018, the 102nd Constitutional
Amendment Act was passed, creating Article
342A and inserting Article 366(26C).

e In 2021, the 105th Constitutional
Amendment Act clarified and strengthened
these provisions.

For the first time, the Constitution itself defines
“Socially and Educationally Backward Classes
(SEBCs).”

Article 366(26C): “Socially and educationally
backward classes” means such backward classes as
are so deemed under Article 342A for the purposes
of the Central Government or the State or Union
Territory, as the case may be.

Thus, just as the Constitution empowers the
President and Governors to notify SCs and STs, it
now provides a clear constitutional definition
and process for OBC/SEBC identification.

Why the ‘Creamy Layer’ Concept No Longer
Holds

The Indra Sawhney judgement had justified
“creamy layer” exclusion solely on the ground that:

@BB%}OICE « September 2025 s

¢ There was no constitutional or statutory
definition of OBC/SEBC.

That “defect” has been fully rectified by the
102nd and 105th Amendments.

e Parliament has filled the definitional vacuum.

e SEBCs now have constitutional
recognition parallel to SCs and STs.

As eminent jurist Justice A.K. Rajan has opined:

“There is no scope, no compulsion, and no
constitutional necessity to exclude a so-called
creamy layer from the SEBC list under Article 342A.”

Therefore, continuing with the creamy layer
exclusion would not only be unconstitutional, but
also amount to contempt of the constitutional will
expressed through the amendments.

The Way Forward
The implications are clear:

e For OBCs: The “creamy layer” concept
is obsolete after the constitutional
amendments. No OBC/SEBC can be excluded
arbitrarily.

e For SCs/STs: The proposal to introduce
“creamy layer” is against the very foundation
of social justice, and must be resisted.

e For Governance: The Union and State
Governments must urgently realign their
policies with the constitutional framework.
Continuing to use creamy layer exclusion
undermines both legality and social equity.

Conclusion: Reclaiming Social Justice

The time has come to remind both the Judiciary
and the Executive that Parliament is supreme
in matters of constitutional amendment. With
Articles 342A and 366(26C) firmly in place, the
very basis of the Indra Sawhney “creamy layer”
doctrine has collapsed.

It is imperative that:
e The Union and State Governments scrap the
creamy layer exclusion immediately.
e Bureaucratic excuses such as “no suitable
candidate available” be set aside.

e Reservation benefits must reach all eligible
OBCs, without artificial barriers.
Only then can the constitutional promise of social
justice — the cornerstone of India’s democracy —
be meaningfully fulfilled.

(The writer is the General Secretary of
AIOBC Employees Federation)




SHYAMLAL YADAV
NEW DELHI, AUGUST18

THE GOVERNMENT is considering ways to
ensure “equivalence” in the application of
the ‘creamy layer' condition in reservation
for Other Backward Classes (OBCs) across a
range of jobsat central and state government
organisations, public sector enterprises, uni-
versities, etc.

A proposal has been prepared after con-
sultations among several government min-
istries and departments, and bodies such as
NITI Aayog and the National Commission for
Backward Classes(NCBC), The Indian Express
reported last week.

The effort is to ensure fairness and uni-
formity among candidates who are eligible
for reservation, and to remove certain
anomalies that have arisen in this regard
from circulars issued over the years by the
Union government's Department of
Personnel and Training (DoPT), which for-
mulates policy on recruitments and serv-
ice conditions.

The concept of ‘creamy layer’

Inits landmark verdict in Indra Sawhney
vs Union ofindia (1992 ), the Supreme Court
upheld the government's decision to imple-
ment the recommendations of the Mandal
Commmission, but said that affluent sections
among the socially and educationally back-
ward classes, the so-called “creamy layer”,
must be excluded from job quotas.

Thereafter, on September 8, 1993, DoPT
issueda circularidentifying the creamy layer
thatwouldbe ineligible for OBC reservation.
Sons and daughters of high constitutional
functionaries, and government, PSU, and
armed forces officers were included in the
list, along with* professional class and those
engaged in trade and industry”, and “prop-
ertyowners”. An “income/ wealth test” was
also mentioned.

Specifically, an individual either of whose
parents was a direct recruit to a Group A/
Class I government job, or if the parent was
promoted to Group A before the age of 40,
was not eligible for the OBC quota.

Anindividual bothofwhose parentswere
directrecruits to Group Bjobs would be part
ofthecreamy layer. Childrenof armed forces
officials only up to the rank of Lieutenant
Colonel could avail of the quota.

For thoseoutside the government sector,
the income ceiling was setat Rs 1 lakh per
annum. It was subsequently revised up-
wards, andthelimit hasbeen Rs 8 lakh since
2017 However, income from salary and agri-
cultural income is not included.

$TheIndianEXPRESS

Creamy layer ‘equivalence’

The criteria laid down to identify ‘creamy-layer’ OBCs are not comprehensive. There are anomalies that
prevent the uniform application of quota benefits. The government proposes to correct this situation

The implementation of the Mandal Commission reportby the government of
Prime Minister V P Singh (above ) was upheld by the Supreme Court in the Indra
Sawhney case in 1993. Swadesh Talwa/Express Archive

2004 ‘clarification’ and after

The above criteria were not comprehen-
sive, especially with regard to jobs outside the
govemment sector.

So, on October 14, 2004, DoPT issued de-
tailed “Qarifications regarding creamy layer
amongst OBCs” in order to determine “the
creamy layer status of sons and daughters of
persons employed in organisations where
equivalence orcomparability of posts vis-d-vis
postsinGovernment has not beenevaluated”.

Itwasdetermined that: “Income of the par-
entsfromthesalaries and from the other sources
(otherthan salariesand agricultural land)is de-
termined separately. If either the income of the
parents from the salaries or the income of the
parents from other sources(otherthan salaries
and agricultural land ) exceeds.. Rs 2.5 lakh per
annum [which was the creamy layer income
ceilingfor private personsat thetime] for aperiod
of three consecutive years, the sonsand daugh-
ters of such persons shall be treated to fall in
creamy layer.”

However, these “clarifications” were not
widely implemented to deprive individuals of
reservation benefits during the UPA years
(2004-14), as the government sought to woo
OBCs in pursuit of various social justice goals.

In late 2014, DoPT started examining
caste certificates issued by various authori-
ties todetermine their compliance with the
2004 “clarification”.

Between the Civil Services Examinations

-fue, ‘I9 August 2@)25
https://epaper.indianexpress.com/c/77979846

(CSE} of 2015 and 2023 (batches of 2016-24),
DoFT rejected caste certificates of more than
100 successful candidates who would have
qualified as OBC under the September 1993
criteria, butwho were put in the creamy layer
in accordance with the new criteria.
Interestingly, many of these individuals have
appeared inother compelitive examinations,
and have beenconsidered OBC onthe basisof
thesame caste certificate.

Efforts to find ‘equivalence’

The unresolved case of the more than 100
candidates determined by DoPT as being in
thecreamy layer led to consultations among
various stakeholder ministries.

While ‘equivalence’has beenestablished
with regard to the various central PSUs, the
process remains pending for others — and
the sons| daughters of a wide range of em-
ployeesare put in the creamy layer based on
their incomes, thanks to “clarification” is-
sued in 2004.

In June this year, Home Minister Amit
Shah and NCBC chairman Hansraj Ahir rec-
ommended to the Ministry of Social Justice
and Empowerment that the policy under
consideration should be implemented ret-
rospectively so that these morethan 100 can-
didates are alsoable to benefit

Views of the Ministries of Social Justice,
Education, Law,and Labour, the Department
of Public Enterprises and DoPT, as well as NITI

Aayog and NCBC were sought in the matter.

According to sources in the government,
some of the issuesin the proposal to estab-
lish ‘equivalence’ are:

M Since the salaries of university teach-
ers from assistant professor upward typically
start from ‘Level 10°, which is equivalent to
entry-level Group A posts in the government,
it has been proposed that children of univer-
sity teachers be categorised as creamy layer.

M For central/ state autonomous and
statutory bodies, it is proposed to establish
‘equivalence’ with central government offi-
cials, depending on their level| group| pay
scale, which is aligned with the correspon-
ding pay in central and state governments,

B Non-teaching staff of universities are
proposed to be placed in the creamy layer
depending on their level/ group/ pay scale.

Wt is proposed that all executive-level
positions instate PSUs be treated as creamy
layer, akin to the ‘equivalence’ thathas been
in force for central PSUSs since 2017. However,
ithas been proposed that executives whose
income is within Rs 8 lakh — which is the
ceiling for private persons — will not be cat-
egorised as creamy layer.

W It is proposed that employees of gov-
ernment-aided institutions, which usually
follow the service conditions and pay scales
of the central or respective state government,
be placed under appropriate categories
based on the ‘equivalence’ of their postand
service conditions and pay scales.

The likely beneficiaries

If the proposals are implemented, sons/
daughters of lower-level government em-
ployeeswithannual salaries of morethan Rs
8 lakh are likely to benefit the most. It will
correct the anomaly by which children of
government teachers get the benefit of OBC
quota, but children of employees of similar
rank at government-aided institutions are
denied on the basis of income.

Asimilar situation exists in several state
government organisations. Inone of the
casesbefore the government, the children of
an individual who fills fuel in vehicles at a
pump run by a state-owned oil marketing
company have been declared creamy layer
on the basis of income:

Mot much is expected to change forchil-
dren of employees in the private sector.
Sources in the government said itisnoted in
the proposal that it is difficult to establish
‘equivalence’ given the vast range of posi-
tions, pay,and perquisitesin private employ-
ment, and creamy layer can be determined
based on the income| wealth criteria.

The income ceiling was revised in 2004,
2008,2013, and 2017.
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STATE EDUCATION POLICY
- SCHOOL EDUCATION
- SUGGESTIONS FOR
STRENGTHENING - REG.

- PB.GAJENDRA BABU

e congratulate the Hon'ble Chief
WMinister, Government of Tamil Nadu

for having demonstrated in clear terms
that the State Government under the federal
Constitution has the authority to evolve its own
policy on education taking into account the specific
needs of the people and the opportunities available
in the respective States in order to contribute to the
overall socio-economic development of India. Tamil
Nadu, being the first State to come out with a State
Policy, has set an example for other States to evolve
State Specific Policy for educational development
of the respective States that may lead to the overall
educational development of India.

EE]G(VOICE * September 2025

The non-availability of the Report of the High Level
Committee (HLC) in the public domain and the
announcement of the policy without placing the
draft for discussion and ascertaining the views of
the public, denied the democratic space for people
to negotiate on certain proposals in the policy.
SPCSS-TN studied the State Education Policy
and wishes to place the following before the
Governmentof Tamil Nadu foritskind consideration
and for taking necessary measures to address the
concerns and strengthen the policy.

At the outset we wish to clarify the reason for

which NEP 2020 is not acceptable.



The NEP 2020 is not grounded on the premises of
the Constitution of India, but on the premises of
the WTO - GATS in order to safe guard the interest
of the international financial capital. The NITI
Aayog provides necessary inputs for formulating
policy that will take care of the private players. The
interest of the nation and development of people
have no place in the NEP 2020.

The NEP 2020 is manipulative and well-crafted
to confuse people on the purpose of school study.
The NEP 2020 is a clear road map to push the
majority of the students into market as cheap
semi-skilled labourers by luring them with various
options and that is the purpose of multiple exits
and multiple entries. It is well known, given the
socio-economic and educational background of the

to education for all without any discrimination.

Kalaignar realised that inequalities and branding
of schools results in affecting the students
psychologically, leading to inferiority complexes
that demotivate and result in weakening the self-
confidence of school students. He recognised the
need to remove the discriminatory structures
and practices in the school education and provide
equitable access to education for all children till
they complete their school education i.e. Higher
Secondary Course. That is the reason he used
the term "Samacheer Kalvi" to convey the idea of
"Equity in Education”.

Samacheer Kalvi should not be understood as
confined to Common Syllabus and Common Board
Exams. Dr. S. Muthukumaran, the Former Vice

families, generally the students who exit, will never
enter again. There may be exemptions, exemptions
cannot be generalized.

The PM SHRI that is considered to be the laboratory
to test the NEP 2020 is nothing but a design to
weaken the government school system and create
a cult that will be ready to accept a sanskritised
mono-cultural nation.

Understanding Kalaignar's vision:

While Kalaignar’s centenary celebrations are
completed and many memorials are being
established to cherish hisideals and vision, itis very
important that the School Education Departmentbe
guided by his vision of providing equitable access

- Chancellor and Chairperson of the Committee
that drafted the Report on Samacheer Kalvi had
explained the idea behind the entire process and
the vision of the government while talking to the
press.

The statement of Dr. S. Muthukumaran is
reproduced in order to understand the vision of
Kalaignar, the Five Time Chief Minister of Tamil
Nadu. The Hindu Madurai Desk reported as follows
on August 28, 2009:

"Stating that the student community at large would
benefit immensely from the uniform system, Dr.
Muthukumaran observed that the new system
would pave way for bringing in “neighbourhood
school concept” to the fore. “The objective of our
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committee's recommendations was that there
should be standard education in all schools. When
there is equitable system, all schools will become
good schools without any distinction in quality,” he
felt.

It should be noted that even during the period
when Kalaignar was the Chief Minister there
were discriminatory structures and practices in
the Government School System. His vision was to
remove all discriminatory structures and practices
and establish a system that will place all students
equal in all sense. The Common Syllabus and
Common Board Exam was a step towards that
direction.

SPCSS-TN, in the affidavit filed before the High
Court and Supreme Court in defence of Samacheer
Kalvi, had clearly stated that the aim of Samacheer
Kalvi is to establish Common School System
with Neighbourhood schools and the Common
Syllabus and Common Board Exam is only a step
towards that direction. The Government headed
by Kalaignar took the first step and before it could
proceed to bring in total reform, in the very next
year, there was a change in the government and the
entire process was derailed for the reasons best
known to everybody.

Kalaignar through his writing warned of dangers
that could be sensed even at the stage of discussion
on Draft National Education Policy and urged the
Government and the people to strengthen the
education of the State that is based on the principles
of Social Justice.

In the 2021 election to the State Assembly, the
people were clear in rejecting the NEP 2020 and
gave their mandate for evolving a State Specific
Policy that could end all discriminatory structures
and practices in the education sector and establish
a system that could provide equitable access to
education for all at all levels.

Expectations on the State Education Policy -
School Education (SEP - SE):

The policy being the vision statement of the
Government of Tamil Nadu, should realise the
constitutional goals of establishing a society of
equals. It should give direction for the concerned
department to formulate plans and strategies for
the social transformation and emancipation of
people who face different forms of oppression and
denials.

Policies do not talk about technicalities. It will
recognise the challenges and provide confidence
to face the challenge. A policy will have clarity on
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government allocation of funds needed to realise
the vision. A government policy cannot place the
funding responsibility with the philanthropists.

A policy on school education should provide a road
map for equitable access to education for all and a
smooth transition from school education to higher
education. The school education must aim to bring
all to higher education and not push them out of
mainstream education by luring them to get trained
for a vocation. Making student job ready should not
be the purpose of the school education.

The State Policy should be grounded on the
premises of the Constitution of India. The Policy
should set the curricular goals. The policy is neither
a status report nor a technical document.

Fraternity as assured by the Constitution of India
is possible only when social equity and gender
equity are realised. The policy should ensure that
at the completion of basic education in schools, the
student should have a clear vision that caste is a
discriminatory social practice and it is against the
Constitution of India.

The policy should redesign the school assessment
to ensure that the assessment is designed with
necessary components to evaluate whether the
student understood the contradictions between the
social values thrust by the society on the individuals
and the Constitutional values and resolve to adopt
the Constitutional Values in her / his life.

Areas of Concern in the SEP -SE:

Model Schools and VETRI - the Schools for
Excellence:

The concept of Model Schools, VETRI Schools and
involvement of volunteers in curricular activities
are against the concept of Samacheer Kalvi Policy
and the principles of Social Justice.

A policy cannot sustain inequalities. The
discrimination is grounded on the belief that the
government will not be able to provide all facilities
for all students and only selected students will be
able to achieve what they desire.

This approach is not only against the spirit and
vision of Kalaignar's Samacheer Kalvi but also
against the spirit and provisions of the Constitution
of India.

The branding of schools as Model and VETRI - the
Schools of Excellence are against Article 14 and
21. It negates the mandate given to the government
by the Constitution of India through Article 41.

The society is based on caste, which is a
discriminatory social practice. The graded




inequality is prevalent in the society and forced on
the people as social values, the social values are in
contrast to the Constitutional values.

The multi-track school system within the
Government Schools that provides for schools,
modelschoolsand VETRI-the schools for Excellence
will further widen the inequality and provide the
basis for justification of social discrimination.

Separate structures within government schools
will never help in strengthening the Government
schools. It will only weaken.

The statement that slowly the model schools will
be expanded in order to make all schools as Model
Schools is only an illusion. It is a carefully crafted
design on the lines of NITI Aayog suggestions to
close the non-viable schools by merging several
government schools.

Branding of certain schools within the Government
Schools is nothing but a design to weaken the
government schools and slowly merge several
schools into one school and thereby reduce the
number of government schools. The final goal is
to handover the management of the remaining
government schools to the private parties as it is
being done with the Sainik Schools.

The State policy is expected to remove all
discriminatory structures and practices in school
education and provide for equitable access to
quality education for all.

Vocational Training, Curricular Developments,
Practical classes, Experiential Learning:

Practical and Theory classes are different from
experiential learning.

Experiential learning is different from vocational
skilling / training.

Vocational Stream in Higher Education is different
from Vocational Training for Higher Secondary
Students. Vocational Stream is not for ensuring job
ready youth.

The students getting admitted into a vocational
stream may be focused on a particular technological
or engineering course. The students opt vocational
stream in higher secondary courses not for
immediate job opportunities but to pursue higher
studies in the area of their interest.

The State Policy aims at providing career guidance
from secondary level onwards. The secondary level
starts from class 9. Career guidance from secondary
level will only motivate the students to getinto a job
to meet the immediate financial needs of the family.
Youngsters born in the working class families will

not be willing to see their parents suffer in poverty.
The students at secondary level must only be
informed of educational opportunities in different
fields of study.

In vocational training, the students are pushed
towards a vocation and the training is aimed to help
the student secure employment. This approach will
drive the students, even before completing their
childhood, to enter the job market as just semi-
skilled cheap labourers.

The purpose of experiential learning is for better
understanding of the subject and developing an
aptitude and attitude to pursue higher studies in
the concerned subject.

The curricular reforms are needed not only for
vocational streams courses but for every course
including the General Stream.

Students pursuing any subject should have the
opportunity to visit the connected industry, it
may be hospital, hospitality, financial institutions,
agriculture fields etc. They should visit for
observation and to understand how the theory
they learn is practiced.

Students pursuing an agriculture course will study
the latest development in agriculture practice,
the new technology and scientific approach in
production, they may also study the economic
impact and needs of agricultural production
with relation to the population size and expected
growth. The purpose is not to train the students to
learn which crops yield better profit and become a
cultivator of that crop.

Students will visit agriculture fields, plantations
and connected industries to understand the theory
they study and relate them to the agricultural
practices in the place of their visit. They don't
visit to get trained for becoming an agriculturalist
themselves.

Experiential learning is being confused with
vocational training.

The policy should clarify the intention, whether the
course is designed for the student to pursue higher
studies or push them into a job.

Certain communities still have no representation in
higher education. As long as the burden of family
poverty falls on the younger ones in the family,
this stagnation will continue. This will also affect
the GER in higher education. The welfare state
should provide means for the family to survive,
and encourage the younger ones to pursue higher
education.

The School Education should provide opportunities
for holistic development of the individual. School
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Education should help the child to grow into an
adult with full confidence and knowledge to remove
all forms of disparities and discriminations and to
establish a society of equals as envisioned by the
Constitution of India.

The purpose of school education is not to enhance
workplace readiness.

The purpose of school education is to help the
students pursue higher studies.

The Government Schools and Government
Grant in Aid Schools:

The State policy should treat all aided schools on
par with government schools. The policy document
provides various technical details but fails to state
the number of Government Aided Schools and the
Government Schools under various departments
and number of permanent teacher posts.

Staff Appointments:

Extracting work from the teacher qualified
personnel without any guarantee for permanent
employment and meagre wages just for the period
of their service is in violation of Article 43 of the
Constitution of India. Permanent teaching and non-
teaching staff are must for continuous formative
assessment. They are the lifeline of school
education. The policy should direct appointment of
all staff on permanent posts.

It is the duty of the teachers to ensure basic literacy
and numeracy. The age appropriate syllabus and
textbooks are meant for the purpose. The entry
of volunteers in the curricular activities will
undermine the purpose of school education.

Financial Commitment:

The policy should not be expected to be
implemented  through  volunteerism  and
philanthropic contribution. The entire funds
needed for the school education should come from
the budgetary allocation.

Transition from School Education to Higher
Studies:

The State policy should clearly state that the scores
of the Board Exams conducted at the end of Higher
Secondary Courses will be the eligibility for entering
higher studies and there will be no other entrance
or eligibility test as far the State Government
Colleges and Universities are concerned in general
as well as professional courses.

The policy should clearly state that the curriculum
and syllabus will be designed for each subject
in order to ensure that the students will be fully
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prepared to pursue their higher studies in the
respective fields and will be capable of mastering
in the subjects concerned. The policy should state
that the evaluation through board exams will test
the competence of the students in all aspects to
ensure that the students are fully prepared to
undergo higher studies in the respective fields.

The policy on higher education is yet to be released.
The State Education Policy will be complete
only when the Policy on Higher Education is also
released.

The policy on higher education should be clear
in ensuring full funding for all Government and
Aided Colleges, and Government Universities. The
full grant should be provided by the Government.
The University and affiliated college system should
continue. Each University has its own uniqueness
and nobody including TANSCHE should be
permitted to interfere through Common Syllabus
and other modes.

The policy on higher education should reject
Outcome Based Education and evaluation based
on OBE. The Blended learning and OBE are to
encourage campus-less study and aimed at driving
the students to market as semi-skilled cheap
labourers. The Policy on higher education should
be designed more carefully in order to strengthen
and expand the Government Higher Education
Institutions.

The student organisations, the educational bodies
and educationists have come out with various
suggestions to improve and strengthen the policy.
Hallmark of democracy is to hear and respond to
criticism. We sincerely expect that the Government
will approach the issue democratically in order
to strengthen the policy. If the policy is to be
implemented, without addressing any of the
issues raised by various forums, it will have a
disastrous effect on the Government Funded
School Education System that has been built on
the principles of Social Justice.

We earnestly request the Hon'ble Chief Minister
to examine the concerns expressed and hold direct
consultation with all members of the High Level
Committee and the organisations and individuals
who have presented their suggestions for
strengthening the State Education Policy - School
Education. m
(Copy of the letter written to Hon’ble Thiru.M.K.Stalin,
Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu by P.B, Gajendra Babu,
General Secretary of State Platform for
Common School System — Tamil Nadu (SPCSS-TN))



THOUGHTS OF PERIYAR:

Untouchability -
A Social Curse
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is of secondary importance. However benevolent . =
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Untouchability has persisted for thousands of | 37f@rema JHY...
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do nothing to abolish untouchability. No article in
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should welcome it and support such a saviour
wholeheartedly.

Remedial Measures

Our people detest foreign rule as if it were some
contaminated food forced upon them. They eat fish,
meat, chicken, and pork—but shun beef. Pigs, fish,
goats, and chickens consume all kinds of filth, but
cows do not. Yet people, blinded by superstition,
believe that eating beef is against their religion and
scriptures.

Similarly, while they yearn to end their degradation,
meaningless patriotism makes them recoil at the
idea of foreign governance. This is an unfounded
fear. What has patriotism yielded so far? Nothing
but humiliation and contempt. Is it not high time
we awoke from this delusion?

To completely annihilate untouchability, we must
renounce blind faith in God, religion, traditional
customs, outdated scriptures, and mythological
tales. As long as these survive, untouchability will
persist. Without overthrowing the present rule in
Delhi and the Constitution it upholds, this evil will
not end. As long as Brahminist domination endures,
untouchability will remain.

Our current government is a democratic one of our
own people, yet it cannot abolish untouchability. If
the State acts against Delhi’s will, the Centre can
dismiss it under constitutional powers. Thus, the
State government’s hands are tied.

Political Changes

In my view, for smooth administration,
municipalities should be managed entirely by the
ruling party, without interference. If opposition
parties capture them, the result will be endless
accusations, quarrels, and chaos. The recent
election results are therefore satisfactory.

Alongside holding thanksgiving meetings across
the State, our cadres should praise the government.
They must also press it to allocate rights, positions,
and employment to our people in proportion to
religion and caste-based representation.

Prime Tasks Ahead

The government should ignore petty scandals
involving ministers and legislators, focusing instead
on the welfare of the people. Those who played a
key role in bringing the government to power must
be given preference in education and employment.
Minorities should not receive privileges beyond
reasonable limits, and the majority should not be
denied their rightful share. This is the true spirit of
democracy.

Jobs in the police department—from constables
to sub-inspectors—should be reserved exclusively
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for Scheduled Caste candidates. This would compel
upper castes to respect them, gradually erasing the
social stigma they endure.

Punishment for Arrogance

Any regime that ignores its voters is doomed to
collapse. The Congress fell due to its arrogance,
neglecting the majority and favouring the minority.
The current government must avoid repeating this
blunder.

Urgent Need for Judicial Reforms

Cases in the Madras High Court drag on for years.
A personal case of mine has been pending for five
years—imagine the plight of ordinary citizens.
With only one High Court in Madras, a person
from Kanyakumari faces great hardship. The
Supreme Court in Delhi is over 2,000 miles away.
Comprehensive reforms in the judicial system are
urgently needed.

Justice Delayed

An excess of lower courts often causes confusion
and inconvenience. Prolonged delays in case
disposal undermine public faith in the judiciary
and indirectly fuel crime. Swift justice would instil
fear in wrongdoers. Courts across the country need
reorganisation, modernisation, and efficiency.

Conclusion

All this may seem far removed from my central
theme—untouchability—but 1  stress that
Brahminist domination is the root cause not only
of untouchability but of hundreds of other societal
problems. Once it is eradicated, the rest will
gradually vanish with time.

(Courtesy: Viduthalai / The Modern Rationalist,

December 2022)
Translated by: M.R. Manohar
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Affordable-n-Hassle-free!
Safe-Clean-Green Energy!

Union ?
ROOF TOP SOLAR

Scheme
* Hassle-free Process
Attractive Interest Rate
Loan up to 80% of Project Cost
Govt. Subsidy Available
Max. Repayment Tenure: 120 Months

For mare details. contact the branch nearest you.

{Toll Free No.j 1800 208 2244 / 1800 425 1515 / 1800 425 3555 | @ OHGEE06060 | www
: o T e

PM Surya Ghar Muft Bijili Yojna (PMSGMBY)

Parameter Features

Installation of Roof Top Solar for residential purpose only.

* Solar subsidy up to Rs.78000.00

No Processing Fees for PM Suryaghar: Muft Bijli Yojna (PMSMBY)
Maximum loan Tenure up to 120 Months

No Income Documents up to 2 Lakh

STP journey for Roof top solar is live from 29.03.2025

Existing Home Loan borrowers

Individuals who have not availed home loans

Individuals who have availed home loan with other banks
(subject to submission of NOC from Bank).

Staff members of our bank are eligible for availing loan under
the scheme on terms as applicable to general public.
Applicant having CIC score 680 & above (NTB also eligible)
Having sufficient area as mandated by MNRE from time to
time.

EBLR -2.25 i.e. Presently 6.00 %

Up to Rs 15.00 lakhs /25 Kw

10 % of project cost (for PMSMBY) & 20% for others

Maximum 120 months (10 years)

6 Months

a) 1KW- Rs. 30000/- b) 2ZKW- Rs. 60000/- c) 3KW- Rs. 78000
To be claimed by borrower (Loan account number to be
provided for credit of subsidy amount in loan account)
Hypothecation of Roof Top Solar
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ROI
Quantum of Finance
Margin
Repayment Period
Moratorium
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Subsidy
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Security
Net Annual income | ** Not Required up to 2 Lakhs

+#+ Nil for PM Suryaghar
Processing charge | .. 0,50% of loan amount plus GST for Composite & Standalone

% The URTS should be insured by the borrower with usual bank
Insurance clause

840 branchaes &

For more details, U Union Bank ’ 841 ATHis mcrome Tiem .

contact branch of India i utaribe nicanindla. o
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nearest to you W b e mh WVYSHM Lt 1800 2333

September 2025 -E]E]E(VOICE



