CREAMY LAYER

COURTS HAVE NO
JURISDICTION TO IMPOSE




13th State Level Conference of
Union Bank OBC Employees Welfare Association, Tamil Nadu
ERODE - 10.08.2024
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The 13 state level Conference of UBIBCEWA-TN was inaugurated by Thiru.Satyaban Behera, GM / Zonal Head, Chennai
Zone and Valedictory address by Dr.K.Veeramani, President, Dravidar Kazhagam. Greetings by Adv.Thiru.S.Kumaradevan,

Member, TN State SC/ST Commission and Regional Heads of Union Bank of India. Leaders of Fraternal organisations and
Members across the State participated in the Conference.

UNION BANK OBC ASSOCIATION
RENOVATED OFFICE - INAUGURATION

2 . ——

The renovated Office
of the All India Union
Bank OBC Employees
Welfare Association
situated at 1st floor
of Broadway Building
of Union Bank of
India, Chennai was
1 formally inaugurated
on 26.7.2024, by
Thiru. Satyaban
Behera, General
Manager / Zonal
Head, Chennai Zone.
Executives of the
Bank, Office-bearers
and Members graced
the function.

AIOBC EMPLOYEEES' FEDERATION WILL CONDUCT

DHARNA AT DELHI IN NOVEMBER 2024

The meeting of office bearers of AIOBC Employees Federation
held in Chennai decided to conduct a DHARNA at Delhi
« (Jantar Mantar) in the last week of November 2024 during the
winter session of Parliament and to invite other OBC and like-
minded associations to join the program. Demands:1. Caste
Census, 2. Abolish Creamy layer, 3. Protect Public Sector 4.
Remove 50% ceiling on reservation percentage.
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CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENTS (102 & 105)
HAVE SCRAPPED THE
‘CREAMY LAYER’ CONCEPT

hile upholding that states have the authority to further
Wsubdivide groups within reserved categories based on varying
levels of backwardness to better allocate reservation benefits,
the Judges of the Supreme Court including Justice B.R.Gavai emphasised

the necessity to exclude the 'creamy layer' within the Scheduled Castes
from reservation benefits intended for SC categories.

Currently, this conceptis only applied to reservations for Other Backward
Classes (OBCs).

But it has to be reminded to Judiciary as well as the Legislators that
the Parliament of India by amending the Constitution thro’ Constitution
(102) Amendment Act, 2018 and further amending the Constitution
thro’ Constitution (105) Amendment Act, 2021 has totally scrapped the
concept of creamy layer even for OBCs, that was directed by Supreme
Court judgement in Indra Sawhney case.

The sole reason for the Supreme Court, in Indra Sawhney case, holding
that creamy layer should be excluded to constitute OBC, for the purposes
of reservation under Article 16(4) and 15(4) was the fact that there was
no definition for SEBC in the Constitution or under any law. Now that
defect has been rectified by Constitution 102 and 105 Amendments.

Now, after those amendments, Constitution itself has defined the OBC/
SEBCin Article 366(26C). Itis, more than the Presidential Order defining
SC&ST. The lack of definition has been fulfilled and rectified by insertion
of Article 342A read with Article 366(26C).

In article 366 of the Constitution, for clause (26C), the following
clause shall be substituted, namely:-‘(26C) “socially and educationally
backward classes” means such backward classes as are so deemed
under article 342A for the purposes of the Central Government or the
State or Union territory, as the case may be..

It is not permissible to, or there is no scope for, or compulsion for,
excluding creamy layer from such backward classes as are deemed
so under Article 342A.

Therefore, the basis for judgment in Indra Sawhney case, necessitating
the exclusion of creamy layer from the list of SEBC, ceases to exist as
opined by Dr. Justice A.K.Rajan.

Leave alone, SC/ST, it is therefore clear that no section of the people
from the list of OBC/SEBC should be excluded as creamy layer as that
would amount to violation of the Constitution.

The Union Government and States should ponder over these
constitutional provisions and scrap the creamy layer concept that will
address the lame excuse of ‘no suitable candidate available’ theory
adopted by the Govt. Departments. B
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Dr. K.Anbazhagan

The renowned Tamil Scholar and Stalwart, a former
Vice-Chancellor, the late Dr.V.S. Kuzhandaisamy, once
portrayed Thanthai Periyar in his following lines of
tribute:

Water all around us, is his sweat

On the entire land of Tamil Nadu, his steps

His breath in the air over every place

Bright is our life only by his rays
Shall we recall the glorious services he rendered to the
unique Dravidians?

The Aryans had unleashed horrible social atrocities on
the Dravidians:

They were not allowed to walk freely on common
streets and to co-exist with others. Drawing water from
common wells and tanks was prohibited. They were
labelled untouchable, unseeable and unapproachable.
They were not allowed to use footwear and even a piece
of napkin on shoulders. They had to remain standing
before others and avoid use of ornaments. Temple entry
and education were also denied. They were not allowed
even to come in the line of the view of Aryans. Left-
over food was also denied. Those who violated these
rules were to be tonsured and their tongue was to be
clipped, as per the punishments announced. They were
also threatened that disobedience would lead even to
beheading or getting burned alive. Such Aryan atrocities
were annihilated by the struggles of Thanthai Periyar.

Thanthai Periyar was born to give us the ideal of
Social Justice:

For thousands of years the Dravidians were bound by
Aryans in the chains of slavery. On 17th September,
1879 Thanthai Periyar was born in Erode to break those
chains of servility. His field ofideology gave them shelter.
He set them free from the Aryan shackles of slavery.

Periyar’s education started in a Pyal school, built on
the front stoop of a house. It was during those early
boyhood days that he realised the evil caste system.
He decided to probe deeply into it and annihilate this
dehumanisation in society. His parents were believers
in divinity and destiny. Religious rituals were all held
at all times at his house. There were discourses and
meaningless rituals by brahmin priests. Periyar was
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shocked by their daylight robbery, baseless orations and
babble on outdated scriptures. He raised questions and
questioned all the answers which made the heads of
brahmin purohits swirl.

Periyar opposed the graded inequality of people as
brahmins, Kshatriyas, Vysyas, Sudras and Panchamas.
He rose against the denial of fundamental rights. He
asked why human beings are not allowed to walk
freely on all the streets when dogs and pigs merrily
roam everywhere. He decided to seek solution for this
problem.

The Strife of Periyar:

Periyar understood that the brahmins were the root
cause of all the social evils, and their exploitation was
entirely based on their theist outlook and religious
fanaticism. Non-brahmins were 97 per cent of the
total population and brahmins were confined to mere
3 per cent but they enjoyed all privileges in society.
In order to help all the suppressed non-brahmins get
basic rights and contented livelihood. He wanted all the
downtrodden people raise their heads high and lead a
dignified life with absolute equality. Periyar propagated
his ideals and fought relentlessly with this vision and for
this mission.

Periyarrealisedthedireneedofreservationfor Dravidians
in employment and education. He paved the way for
communal rights and representation. The credit goes
to him for the reservation policies being implemented
today. He firmly believed that an egalitarian society
can be formed only through reservation policies. 17th
of September is the day of the birth of this unparalleled
social revolutionary - Thanthai Periyar.

The rebellious Thanthai Periyar:

Women were once confined to the kitchen as restless
cooks. Today they are literate by the restless fights of
Periyar. They are able to get placement in coveted posts
and positions. Women who were long ago denied basic
rights have reached great heights in life. All over the
world the victory flags of the Dravidians fly high in the sky
today. To bring out this change and establish a society of
dignity and knowledge Periyar went even to the extent
of burning in public a copy of Indian Constitution as a
mark of protest. He had even amended it at times. Once
he burnt the map of India, excluding the part depicting
Tamil Nadu. He had led the anti-Hindi agitation too. He
had smashed into pieces the idols of non-existent Gods.
The list of other agitations of his, would be endless. He
had courted arrest on several occasions and endured
imprisonments. He had faced even a number of cases
against him for contempt of court. Renowned lyricist
Kannadasan once wrote thus:

“No wisdom and growth would have been there
No scholar would have ever been born
If Periyar had not born on our land!”

The poet had highlighted the truth firmly stressing it
using a few simple words.

Various other struggles:

In 1950, the Supreme Court declared Communal
rights (reservation) asinvalid. Infact, it was in vogue until
1950. Hence, Thanthai Periyar rose against this injustice
and fought for repeal. By the impact of his protest, the
first amendment was made in Indian Constitution.
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Periyar believed that Indian
Constitution recognises caste
. system. Hence, he decided to
% burn in public the particular
parts of the constitution that
comprised articles and clauses
in favour of caste system. He
urged on all the cadres to do it
on 26th November, 1957. The
copies were burnt by about ten
thousand cadres. More than
three thousands of them courted
arrest. They were imprisoned
for six months to a period of
three years.

The funny thing about this was the fact that the
punishment for burning copies of constitution was not
specified in the law. The Union Government headed by
the Prime Minister Nehru did not know how to punish
the offenders. Periyar asked them to incorporate in the
law the nature of punishment for that offence. He said
that he would burn the copies once the punishment is
decided and specified. Periyar was the first rebel in
World History who committed an offence after waiting
patiently for the announcement of punishment. His
cadres were the only persons to suffer imprisonment
after the punishment was decided by the rulers. There
were many pregnant women among the convicts.
Mothers of new born babies and newly married couples
were also there among the prisoners. A few women
delivered their babies in the prison cell itself. A baby girl
born thus in a prison cell was given a strange but apt
name ‘JAIL BIRD’ (flenpls upene).

The prisoners refused to go out on parole even when
their close relatives passed away. Such a loyalty of
Periyar’s followers is indeed commendable. The war
waged by Periyar to safeguard Tamil shook the world.
Such a war was never ever heard of.

Great thinker:

Most people in the country had been believers in God,
religion and caste system. Protesting against such
people was not an easy task. Periyar accomplished
it and helped them acquire education, employment,
dignified life and advancement in life. His unflinching
fights for this mission are unequalled till this date. He
was undeniably a unique Stalwart.

For about 2,500 years, the cultural invasion of Aryans
had been keeping our Dravidians oppressed. The
downtrodden people existed without identity, looking
for their roots. They were being crushed under the
heels of dominating Aryans, for centuries. They led a
humiliating life unable to distinguish between friends
and enemies. They had lost almost everything and were
totally broke. Even at the ripe age of 95, Periyar fought
for their upliftment at the risk of his own life. He drew
the gullible people from their blind faith and pulled
them out of the darkness of ignorance. The patience of
Periyar was indeed unswerving. With two well-wishers
supporting him from his left and right he went on
unstoppable. It seemed he walked on six legs when he
had two well-wishers to lend him support.

Hereditary Education / Hindi imposition:

Rajagopalachari introduced Hereditary education
scheme according to which students were to study for
only half-a-day in schools and involve themselves during
the rest of the day, in their family occupation. This was
another Aryan ploy allocating different codes of life to
different classes and races. Periyar nipped the scheme
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in the bud and gave it a deep burial in 1954. Moving
further, he urged upon Kamarajar to contest the mid-
term polls in Gudiyatham and helped him become the
Chief Minister by a massive victory. Kamaraj made
literacy flow in Tamil Nadu like waters gushing forth
from the mouth of a wild river, the credit for which
should go entirely to Thanthai Periyar.

During 1937 - 38 anti-Hindi agitation headed by Periyar
erupted like a volcano all over Tamil Nadu. Many young
men protested against the imposing of Hindi and
perished by immolation, setting fire to themselves. They
attained martyrdom by their sacrifice and showed their
affinity towards Tamil language. Some were imprisoned
and died in prison cells. Thalamuthu and Natarajan
were two such martyrs. In the fight for Tamil language
they perished bravely. Their sacrifice continues to be
unparalleled in history. The entire world stands amazed
to note that persons could go even to this extent for a
language. He was like a brave lion freezing the blood
of his rivals by his mere majestic appearance. It is not
exaggeration to stress that there was no one superior
to him or even equal to him. He had been a matchless
revolutionist in social reform. People found their
heart beat in him. Their love and regard for him were
awesome. 17" September is the day on which such a
human phenomenon was born.

This was the day the Tamil acquired self-respect, dignity,
literacy, placement in Government sector jobs, posts,
power and positions. All these were born, the moment
Thanthai Periyar was born. Hence, 17th September is
indeed a highly significant day. It has to be celebrated in
a grand manner.

Periyar’s Chief disciple Anna:

C.N.Annadurai, popularly and affectionately called as
“ANNA’", the Chief disciple of such a unique leader, was
born on 15th September. He was like the commander
of the large army of Periyar. Anna met Periyar for the
first time at a Conference held in Tiruppur. Anna was a
post-graduate. He followed in the foot prints of Periyar
and later scripted history, after that first meeting. He
accompanied Periyar throughout his arduous journey;,
travelling long distance all over Tamil Nadu. Later in his
lifetime Anna recalled that period as the spring of his
life.

The Dravidian Model Rule of Anna:

Arignar Anna converted all the thoughts of Periyar as
short stories, essays, poems, novels, stage plays, screen
plays and dialogues in Tamil and English. Periyar’s
policies and principles were embedded in Anna’s
contribution to literature. He was a great thinker, great
orator, stage artist, Assembly member, Parliament
member and at last the Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu. He
gave multidimensional shape to Periyar thought.

When he became the Chief Minister, he got a Bill passed
in the State Assembly that the State should be named
‘Tamil Nadu’. Since then, our state has been called
‘Tamil Nadu’. Anna scripted history by this significant
achievement. When the Bill was expected to be passed
in the Assembly, he took ill and was advised rest at home
by doctors, but Anna adamantly reached the Assembly
and proposed the Resolution. He delivered a speech
despite his sickness. Upon concluding it, he raised thrice,
the slogan “Long live Tamil Nadu. All the Assembly
members repeated the slogan after him. When well-
wishers asked Anna what made him go there inspite
of the advice of doctors, he replied - “Tamil Nadu is my
mother. If I do not attend the event meant for naming
it, my very existence would become meaningless.” Such
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was the nobility of Anna. A
leading English daily covered
the event and published a
report under the caption - “The
Son named his Mother”. It was
indeed a poetic felicitation.

Anna made a dream of Periyar
come true by enacting a
law recognising self-respect
marriages. He enacted another
law abolishing the imposition of
Hindi. A long battle was brought
to an end. It was declared that
only two language policy would
be adhered to in Tamil Nadu, accepting only Tamil and
English and rejecting Hindi totally.

During an event, Anna declared in the presence of
Periyar, “Aiya! I may be the Chief Minister today, but if
there is a call from you to remain for ever only as your
disciple, I shall give up this post and rush to join you
without regret. I shall travel along with you over the
land and the sea carrying your luggage. [ am always
ready to quit this post and be your beloved disciple for
ever”

Spring Season in my life:

The world has never ever seen a loyal disciple like Anna
who was grateful to his leader who moulded and shaped
him. Anna used to proudly say that the period of his
association with Periyar was like pleasant spring season
in his life. When Anna left for U.S. for medical treatment,
Periyar rushed sorrowfully to the airport to send him
off. Such was the exceptional bondage of a father and
his son.

Upon arriving at America, Anna wrote thus to
Periyar:

“Aiya! I noticed that you were terribly worried and
emotional when you came to the airport to see me off.
Please avoid worrying. [ am quite well here. I had never
seen in my life a revolutionary leader like you who had
achieved all his objectives successfully. It is just great
that you were able to witness personally most of your
desires fulfilled and dreams come true, in your life time
itself. No social reformer or rebel in the world history
could be proud of such a magnificent achievement. Do
not worry about my health. Take care of your health.”

Periyar was unperturbed and bold throughout his life.
He rarely became emotional over tragic occurrences,
but he was terribly shaken when Anna passed away.
Condoling his death, Periyar wrote ---

“This should not have happened!”
His words were moist by his tear drops.

The father - Periyar - lived to safeguard Tamil language,
Tamil race and Dravidian race. He worked for these
noble tasks until his breath. The Son - Anna - extended
his support at all times, serving as a loyal commander in
his army. Both lived to make their ideals deep seated.
Quite strangely, they were both born in the same month
- September.
The day of the birth of the father - September 17
The day of the birth of the son - September 15
The father and the son, Thanthai Periyar and Perarignar
(great scholar) Annadurai both were the saviors of the

Tamil and Dravidian race. Iftheir philosophical footsteps
are followed, Tamils will find prosperity in their lives.

(The writer is the Organiser, State Village Propaganda
Committee, Dravidar Kazhagam)
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Lateral entry controversy

August 17 circulated an advertisement, seeking

applications for “talented and motivated Indian
nationals for Lateral Recruitment” to the posts of
Joint Secretary, Director, and Deputy Secretary in 24
ministries of the Union government.

The Union Public Service Commission (UPSC) on

Several opposition parties are attacking the government
for not having any reservations for Scheduled Caste (SC),
Scheduled Tribe (ST), and Other Backward Classes (OBC)
candidates in the lateral entry into the bureaucracy.

=\

"Reservation of SC, ST and OBC classes is being openly
snatched away by recruiting through lateral entry on
important posts in various ministries of the central
government,” Leader of Opposition Rahul Gandhi, M.P.

‘This method will close the doors for today'’s officers as well
as for the youth to reach higher positions in the present
and future,’ Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh Yadav, M.P.

BSP chief Mayawati has called the decision "illegal and
unconstitutional".

Lateral entry appointments against reservation, flays
DMK M.P. PWilson. It was a classic example that shows
how the commission has disregarded reservation, he
said, terming it a “fraudulent practice”, and sought Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s intervention in the matter.
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LATERAL ENTRY RECRUITMENTS
EFFORTS TAKEN BY
AIOBC EMPLOYEES FEDERATION

Now that the opposition parties are protesting

against the lateral entry recruitments done by Union

Government, ignoring reservation policy, we heartily

welcome and assure our support.

In fact, this recruitment exercise started in 2018 and

candidates for the posts of Joint Secretary and Director /

Dy.Secretary. The first batch joined in 2019.

From AIOBC Employees Federation, we immediately

brought this matter at various stages as under:

05.08.2019: Letter to Chairperson and Members of
Parliamentary Committee for OBC

24.06.2021: Letter to Parliamentary Committee for OBC

17.07.2021: Appeal to Hon’ble Members of Parliament

13.05.2023: Dharna at Chennai - Lateral entry issue was
highlighted

10.08.2023: Dharna at Delhi - This Lateral Entry issue
was one of the Agenda

25.05.2024: Representation sent to political parties to
include in their manifesto.

Questions were raised by Hon’ble Members of Parliament

both in Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha during Parliament

sessions, relating to Lateral entry appointments and

implementation of reservation policy.

From the Union Government side, Minister of State for

Personnel DrJitendra Singh categorically replied in

Parliament that:

1. “Reservation is not applicable for appointment to

single post cadres.” (LS: Starred Question No.135, dt:

9.12.2021), (RS: Qn.No.2215 dt: 16.12.2021)

2. Even now during this current Parliament Session,

Minister stated that “reservation is not applicable to

single post cadres” (LS: Qn.No.2699, dt:7.8.2024).

OBC VOICE, the monthly multi-lingual magazine in its
"June 2023" issue, has highlighted this matter in its
Editorial.
Let us continue to fight till we get justice.
- G. Karunanidhy, Gen. Secretary,
AIOBC Employees Federation

Amid political row,

UPSC cancels ‘lateral entry’ recruitment advertisement
In a circular released on August 20, UPSC wrote, "It is
for information of all concerned that the Advertisement
No.54/2024 pertaining to Lateral recruitment for 45
posts of the level of Joint Secretary/Director/Deputy
Secretary in different Departments published in the
Employment News, various Newspapers and on the
website of the Commission on 17th August, 2024 is
cancelled as requested by the requisitioning authority."
Earlier, Minister of State for Personnel, Public Grievances
Jitendra Singh had asked the chairman of UPSC to cancel

the ongoing Lateral Entry advertisement.




‘CREAMY LAYER’:

A CREATION OF JUDICIARY

A look back at the issues leading to
the decision may be necessary. Under
Article 341 of the Constitution, the
Parliament is empowered to specify
castes, races or tribes for the purpose
of declaring them as Scheduled Castes.

- Justice K.Chandru

judge bench in the Punjab Sub-categorisation of

Scheduled Castes case has brought near unanimity
among the representatives of Scheduled Castes who
raised a common voice against the order. From Mayawati
of the Bahujan Samaj Party to Thol Thirumavalavan
of Viduthalai Chiruthaigal Katchi, many have raised
unequivocal condemnation of the directions issued.

The recent judgment of the Supreme Court’s seven-

A look back at the issues leading to the decision may
be necessary. Under Article 341 of the Constitution, the
Parliamentis empowered to specify castes, racesor tribes
for the purpose of declaring them as Scheduled Castes.
The said Article empowers the Parliament to include or
exclude one from the list of Scheduled Castes. The then-
unified Andhra Pradesh was faced with such a unique
situation. Among the number of sub-castes included in
the Presidential Order over the years, a few communities
were able to corner the benefit of reservation to the
exclusion of other subcastes and this led to continuous
representations from those disadvantaged sub-castes.

Andhra Pradesh enacted a law by which it introduced
sub-categorisation of all the castes included in the list
of Scheduled Castes. As per the population ratio, 15 per
cent of seats were reserved for all the Scheduled Castes.
By the new legislation, all the sub-castes under the list
were divided into four categories i.e. A, B, C and D. The
law provided that the A category would have one per
cent, B category seven per cent, C category six per cent
and D category one per cent. This was based upon the
report given by Justice Ramachandra Raju Commission.
The controversy which arose was popularly known as

'Mala’ and 'Madiga’, the two dominant castes within the
list of Scheduled Castes.

This sub-categorisation within the list of Scheduled
Castes gave rise to litigation before the Andhra Pradesh
High Court which ultimately resulted in reaching the
Supreme Court. A constitution bench of five judges of
the Supreme Court unanimously held (EV Chinnaiah
- 2005) that the State legislature has no power to do
sub-categorisation as it will result in tinkering with
the presidential list of Scheduled Castes authorised by
the Parliament. If for any reason, any sub-caste within
the larger category of Scheduled Castes corners all the
benefits, then the only remedy is for the Parliament to
find out and exclude such category under the power
vested under Article 341 of the Constitution. The
constitution bench did not recommend the introduction
of any exclusion of the creamy layer of persons enjoying
the benefit under the SC quota even though the earlier
decision of a larger bench dealing with the case of Other
Backward Classes (OBCs) introducing the concept of
creamy layer for exclusion of communities from the list
of OBCs was before them. One would have thought the
matter would end therein.

However, similar problems arose in other states also. For
example, in Tamil Nadu, the reservation for Scheduled
Castes is 18 per cent and the prominent sub-castes
within the list were Parayars (northern TN) and Pallars
(southern TN). There were also other sub-castes within
the Scheduled Castes list. However, the Arunthathiyinar
community, which has a lower population but is spread
all over Tamil Nadu, was insisting that there should be
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AND THUS SPAKE THE JUDGES

Justice Satish

Justice Chandra
BR Gavai CJI DY Chandrachud Sharma

= States must Such sub-classification would need to be based on certain yardsticks = Need fora
to identify and It cannot lead to the exclusion of certain castes in the Presidential List from mandate to
exclide the the benefit of reservation, it must be based on empirical data that proves the identify the
‘creamy layer’ need for sub-classification ‘creamy layer’
among SC/STs Any legislation creating sub-classification would be subject to jud within S%ST
from affirmative communities
action benefits

= This step Justice Vikram Nath Justice Pankaj Mithal
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equated with Ereamviiaver amion within SC/ST/OBC communities, ensuring the

those who have  g¢ /STsymigyht differ fgom preservation of the reservation framework

not those used for OBCs until more effective solutions are in place

an internal reservation within the Scheduled Castes
quota. During the Chief Ministership of Dr Kalaignar,
this demand was accepted and an Act was passed by the
legislature (2009) by which a three per cent reservation
was made in favour of the Arunthathiyinars (which
includes six sub-castes) and the sub-categorisation was
from then referred to as SC(A) quota.

Though it was opposed by all the political groups
representing the Scheduled Castes, the most vociferous
opposition came from Dr Krishnaswamy, the leader of the
Puthiya Tamizhagam Party. He also filed a writ petition
challenging the sub-categorisation. While the matter
was pending before the Madras High Court, a similar
case arose from Punjab. As per the 2011 census, Punjab
had a Scheduled Castes population of 31.9 per cent and
the State had allotted 25 per cent reservation in favour
of Scheduled Castes in all the educational institutions
and government employments. Among the Scheduled
Castes, the Mazhabi Sikhs caste alone was given 12.5 per
cent and all other 37 sub-castes were given the balance
of 12.5 per cent. In fact, under the 2011 census, the
Mazhabi Sikhs were around 22 lakhs and another major
community Samar was almost 18 lakhs population. But
still, the Samars were tagged along with other subcastes
and were given only half of the total quota allotted to
Scheduled Castes.

The sub-categorisation, introduced by the Punjab
legislature in 2006 by an ordinance was challenged and
when the matter came to the Supreme Court (2020),
it was referred to a larger bench of seven judges since
it was felt that the earlier Chinnaiah’s case has to be
reconsidered. Along with the Punjab case, the Tamil
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Nadu Arunthathiyinar internal reservation case was also
clubbed together and after being heard by seven judges,
both Punjab and Tamil Nadu Acts were upheld except for
one lone member dissenting (August 1).

The bench held that the sub-categorisation of the larger
quota of Scheduled Castes can be done by the state
legislature based on reliable data and that the earlier
Chinnaiah's case holding otherwise was erroneously
done and was thus overruled. But the bench did not
stop with that. On the contrary, it also introduced an
advisory opinion that within the list of Scheduled
Castes, the reservation should not be unconditional.
The government should find out those persons who had
enjoyed the benefit of reservation (called the creamy
layer) should be excluded and such an identification
should be done by the government.

The inspiration for making such an opinion was not
based upon any law but came from the earlier judgment
in the OBC reservation case which arose out of the
Mandal Commission recommendation. During the VP
Singh government, it introduced reservations for other
backward classes based upon the recommendations
of the Mandal Commission which recommended
reservations for Socially and Educationally Backward
Classes (SEBC). While 27 per cent reservation for the
OBCs was upheld, the larger bench also stated that
the reservation should not be allowed to be enjoyed
perpetually by persons or families and that exclusion of
the “creamy layer” should be done by the government.
The criteria for laying down a creamy layer were left
to the government to decide. This was entirely a judge-
made law and the question never arose before them.
What was surprising was even at the threshold of




introducing reservation for OBCs in central service, the
court also came out with an exclusionary rule.

While the Constitution provides an enabling provision
under Article 15(4) for the reservation of SCs, STs, and
SEBCs for setting aside seats in educational institutions,
Article 16(4) enabled them to get into government
employment in case, in the opinion of the government,
they are notadequately represented in the services of the
State. Afraid that such reservations will result in diluting
the efficiency of administration, Article 335 imposed on
the State that while considering the claims of SCs and STs,
it should “take into consideration, consistently with the
maintenance of efficiency of administration”. However,
by reserving certain seats in educational institutions and
government employment, it is not as if there is a total
dilution of standards. Taking strong exception to the
critiques who oppose reservation, Justice Krishna Iyer
wrote, “It is not a concession or privilege extended to
them, itisinrecognition of their undoubted Fundamental
Right to Equality of Opportunity and in the discharge of
the Constitutional obligation imposed upon the State
to secure to all its citizens 'justice, social, economic and
political' and 'equality to status and opportunity' to
assure 'the dignity of the individual' among all citizens”
(1980).

It is also surprising that while the Supreme Court in
the sub-categorisation case referred to Article 335
regarding the efficiency of administration not being
diluted, the same yardstick was not pressed into service
in the matter of reservation for Economically Weaker
Sections (EWS) introduced by the Modi government by
the 103rd constitutional amendment. When that was
under challenge, there was no whisper as to why Article
335 was not pressed into service in the EWS quota
(Janhit Abhiyan, 2022).

Even in the earlier OBC reservation case, when the
concept of the creamy layer was introduced, the Supreme
Court made a distinction between the reservation of
SC/STs on the one hand and reservations for OBCs on
the other hand. Even for laying down the criteria for
identifying the creamy layer, there were vast disparities
in the standards laid down by various governments. But
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suddenly applying the concept of a creamy layer even
for the reservation of SC/STs is not only an injustice
but also denying the fact that by availing the benefit of
reservation by one generation, the social stigma attached
to them will disappear. On the other hand, reservation is
only one way of affirmative action aiming to bring them
on par with the other segments of society with the fond
hope that social ostracism will disappear.

Contrary to their expectation, even after several decades
of affirmative action, members belonging to scheduled
caste communities were unable to get off from the
discriminative practices adopted against them. Further,
even as per Article 16(4), it is for the State to consider
extendingreservation until the communityis “adequately
represented” in State services. Hence, it is essentially for
the State to decide whether any caste or group will have
to be excluded from the benefit of reservation based on
concrete data. Getting one job in a Class III or Class II
post in the government service will not by itself make
that person come within the creamy layer. Today we find
excepting the lower posts, the higher posts were hardly
filled up with the quota to which they are entitled.

That means it will take several generations for that
person or his family to achieve the goal enshrined in the
Constitution.

After the judgment, apart from the condemnations by
several political leaders, the meeting convened by the
Prime Minister of all the Dalit members of the Parliament
had unanimously rejected accepting the introduction of
the so-called creamy layer into the quota for reservation
for SC/STs. Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge
rightly demanded that “the Centre should have brought
a legislation in the Parliament in the recentlyconcluded
Monsoon Session to nullify the top court’s verdict on
the issue”. It is high time such unimaginary experiments
are not undertaken by the judiciary to create invidious
discrimination within the Scheduled Caste community
by introducing the concept of the so-called creamy layer,
and by which the object of the constitutional goal is
defeated.

- The author is the Retired Judge of Madras High Court.
(Courtesy: Dtnext.in 16.8.2024)
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NEWS IN BRIEF:

‘No question of creamy layer’: PM Modi assures BJP SC/ST MPs

WITH Dalit leaders expressing apprehensions regarding the Supreme
Court’s landmark decision allowing states to create sub-categorisation
within Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes for the purpose of reservation,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi assured a 70-member delegation of the
party’s SC/ST MPs that no step would be taken on the court’s observations
calling for creamy layer exclusion. BJP Bulandshahr MP Bhola Singh told
The Indian Express after the meeting that SC/ST members of both the Lok
Sabha and Rajya Sabha were part of the delegation.

k %k %

Congress to push for removal of 50% reservation cap, seek
quotas in big projects outsourced by govt

With the quota space shrinking at a rapid rate, Congress is set to ratchet
up pressure for removal of 50% ceiling on reservation and push for quotas
in the big projects outsourced by govt. The decision came as the party
decided to hold consultations within and outside on the sub-categorisation
of Scheduled Castes to finalise its stance in the wake of the recent Supreme
Court judgement. (Tol 8.8.2024).

k % Xk

Private Member’s Bill seeking enhanced reservation for OBCs in
government jobs

Samajwadi Party MP Javed Ali Khan had moved a Private Member’s Bill
seeking amendment to the Constitution to ensure that OBCs get reservation
proportional to their population. But, Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren
Rijiju moved a motion in Rajya Sabha deferring a debate on it. (The Hindu
9.8.2024)

k 3k ok
“65% quota provision in 9th Schedule”, Nitish Kumar

The Bihar govt is doing all it can to unlock the state's revised reservation
limit of 65% that was struck down by Patna high court, including requesting
the Centre to incorporate it into the Ninth Schedule of the Constitution to
make itimmune from judicial scrutiny, CM Nitish Kumar said as the assembly
descended into bedlam for the second day. (Times of India 25.7.2024)

* % %

Scrap NEET;: S.Jothimani, M.P.

Urging the Centre to scrap NEET, Congress Karur MP S Jothimani said “We,
the people of Tamil Nadu, strongly oppose NEET. There are other states,
including the states run by the BJP alliance, which join the fight against
NEET. It is strongly believed that NEET is a test of the means of capability of
social and financial capital where the most privileged ones who can afford
to spend exorbitant amounts on coaching institutes take the cake.” (Indian
Express 30.7.2024)

k %k x

'We Will Not Grant Stay’, says Supreme Court

The Nitish Kumar government had, following a caste-based survey, raised the total quota volume for the
socially and educationally disadvantaged communities from 50 to 65 per cent. The high court on June 20
set this aside as unconstitutional (The Telegraph 30.7.2024)

k % Xk

Private employees with periodic hikes deemed permanent: High court

Madhya Pradesh high court said in a recent judgment that a person in a non-govt job getting periodic pay
hikes or annual increments can be considered a permanent employee, while partly allowing a revision
petition for increase in compensation in a road accident. The high court increased the compensation by
over Rs 2.7 lakh. (Times of India 30.7.2024)
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Why did courts revisit bar
on sub-quotas?

Will the weaker among Dalits get representation from further sub-classification?
Why did the Supreme Court overrule a five-judge decision of 2004? What are the
views on creamy layer exclusion? Do the judges’ opinions on this constitute a
direction to the government?

A seven-judge Bench of the Supreme Court has ruled that States have the power to sub-divide
Scheduled Castes (SC) into groups so that it can give sub-quotas within the quota for Dalits. | Photo

Credit: The Hindu

The story so far: A seven-judge Bench of the Supreme
Court has ruled that States have the power to sub-divide
Scheduled Castes (SC) into groups so that it can give
sub-quotas within the quota for Dalits. In the process,
the Bench overruled a 2004 judgment by a five-member
Constitution Bench that said such sub-classification was
impermissible as Parliament alone was empowered to
modify the list of SCs notified by the President under
Article 341 of the Constitution.

What was the 2004 judgment?

The Andhra Pradesh Scheduled Castes (Rationalisation
of Reservation) Ordinance, 1999, and the Act that
replaced it created four groups — A, B, C and D — of
Scheduled Castes and earmarked varying percentages
of reservation for each group. The rationale was that
there were differences in the level of advancement
among communities under the SC list and that such sub-
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classification will ensure representation for the weaker
castes. The Andhra Pradesh High Court rejected the
challenge against the Act.

However, in the Supreme Court, a Constitution
Bench of five judges held the sub-classification was
unconstitutional. The November 2004 judgment in E.V.
Chinnaiah vs State of Andhra Pradesh noted that under
Article 341 of the Constitution, the President notifies
the list of Scheduled Castes. Once the list is notified, it
shall not be modified through another notification, and
the only way to include or exclude a community in that
list was by an act of Parliament. The Bench then ruled
that once enumerated under Article 341, SCs constitute
a single homogeneous class, and that State legislatures
were not competent to tinker with the list by further
classifying them into groups.

How did it come up before a larger Bench?

The Punjab Scheduled Castes and Backward Classes
(Reservation in Services) Act, 2006, provided for 25%
reservation for SCs and 12% for backward classes in
direct recruitment to services. Half the jobs under the SC
quota, the law said, would be given as first preference to
Balmikis and Mazhabi Sikhs, if candidates were available.
When this was challenged, the Punjab and Haryana High
Court cited the judgment in E.V. Chinnaiah to hold that
the relevant section on preference to two communities
among SCs was unconstitutional. Similarly, in 2006, the
High Court also struck down the Haryana government’s
notification dividing SC communities into two blocks
and earmarking 50% of the SC quota to each block.

In2009,the TamilNaduAssemblyenactedalawto provide
a sub-quota in services and educational institutions for
Arunthathiyars, a group of sub-castes considered the
weakest among the Scheduled Castes in the State. This
was challenged directly in the Supreme Court. In 2020,
a Constitution Bench doubted the correctness of the
Chinnaiah judgment, noting that the nine-judge Bench in
Indra Sawhney (1992) had permitted sub-classification
of backward classes. However, in Chinnaiah, the
Bench had declined to use that as a precedent for sub-
division of SC communities as Indra Sawhney was only
concerned with OBC reservation. Hence, a larger Bench
was constituted to revisit the earlier verdict.

What is the reasoning behind it?

Six of the seven judges have now ruled that the 2004
judgment was wrong. In his judgment on behalf of
himself and Justice Manoj Mishra, Chief Justice D.Y.
Chandrachud has held that SC communities are not a
homogeneous class as ruled in the earlier judgment.
He disagreed with the view that the act of notifying
a list of SCs creates a deemed fiction that all of them
have a similar status. It is true that they get a common
constitutional identity as Scheduled Castes based on
their experience of untouchability and discrimination,
but this does not mean that there is no heterogeneity
among them.
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Supreme Court judgment backs validity of Tamil Nadu’s
Arunthathiyar quota law

He cited historical and empirical evidence to show that
there were inter se differences among SC communities.
There were even instances of some sections of SCs
being discriminated against by other SC communities.
Therefore, sub-classification was permissible, but it
should be based on an “intelligible differentia” (a clear
characteristic that will mark one group as different from
another) and should have a rational nexus to the purpose
of doing it. Further, such sub-classification is subject to
judicial review, and the State should be able to justify it
using empirical data.

The CJI also held that sub-classification will not in any
way amount to tinkering with the Presidential list and
that it will not violate Article 341, which confers the
power to notify Scheduled Castes exclusively on the
President. The function of Article 341 was to identify
who came under the category of Scheduled Castes, but
States are free to identify those with different degrees
of backwardness and make special provisions or extend
reservation benefits to them. The new ruling is expected
to encourage States to earmark sub-quotas for the most
marginalised sections of Dalits who have not enjoyed the
fruits of reservation so far.

In her dissent, Justice Bela Trivedi stands by the
Chinnaiah docrine that it is impermissible to sub-
classify a homogeneous class and that it would amount
to tinkering with the President’s list under Article 341.

What about creamy layer exclusion?

The creamy layer concept is now applicable only to OBCs
and so far has not been extended to Dalit communities.
Justice B. R. Gavai, in a separate opinion in which he
concurs with the Chief Justice, has written in detail about
the need for identifying the more advanced among the
Scheduled Castes and excluding them from the benefits
of affirmative action.

Noting that equality would mean that unequals cannot
be treated as equals, Justice Gavai has wondered whether
the children of IAS or IPS officers could be treated the
same way as children in remote villages even though
they may belong to the same community. Underscoring
the differences in access and resources to those in urban
and rural areas, and those attending elite institutions
and those in schools with limited facilities, he has
said putting them in the same bracket would obliviate
the equality principle. However, he also notes that the
parameters for excluding the creamy layer for the SCs
cannot be the same as those used to identify the well-
off among the OBCs. Three other judges have agreed
with his view. However, the opinions do not constitute
a direction to the government to implement the creamy
layer concept, as the issue did not directly arise in this
case.

(Source: The Hindu dated 4.8.2024)




PIE EQUATIONS

The way towards a society that does not discriminate on the basis of caste is not
by equalising castes but rather by ensuring dignity for each of them

- Arghya Sengupta

that for every 100 jobs available in the market,

only 2 are government jobs. That number too has
been steadily shrinking. But interest in these sarkari jobs
remains as high as ever. Despite the minuscule nature of
this employment pie, questions on how to divide it up
have generated episodic acrimony:.

The irony of the debate on reservations in India is

The latest to add fuel to this fire has been the judgment
of the Supreme Court upholding the principled validity
of a preference given to Balmikis and Mazhabi Sikhs,
two specific scheduled castes, in 50% of the total seats
reserved for all scheduled castes in Punjab. Similar sub-
reservations were made in Haryana and Tamil Nadu (for
specific, particularly backward, scheduled castes).

Legally, this means that the Supreme Court has now
sanctioned sub-classification amongst scheduled castes,
allowing governments to pick and choose which castes to
give preference even within quota seats. Practically, this
means that if there are 2 reserved seats for government
jobsin Punjab, in 1 of these seats, preference will be given
to Mazhabi Sikhs or Balmiki candidates before other
scheduled castes. Given the shrinking pie of government
jobs, the marginal effect of such a preference is likely
to be minimal. On the contrary, its political impact is
likely to be significant, opening up the possibility of re-
engineering Dalit votes.

In terms of principle, the judgment of the Supreme
Court in allowing governments to sub-classify amongst
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scheduled castes is correct. In the precursor to this
case in 2020, I had written in this column as to how,
to anyone familiar with the operation of the caste
system, any question of homogeneity within scheduled
castes would appear to be a “nonsensical question”.
The judgment of the Chief Justice of India has pointed
out with specific examples the differences in standing
among various castes within the scheduled castes in
terms of the sanction to inter-marry, to share the same
well for drawing water as well as perform the same
occupational tasks. Considering all scheduled castes
alike for the purpose of reservation turned a blind eye to
these differences in backwardness.

Italso turned a blind eye to differences in representation
in government services. A key thrust for this demand for
sub-classification came from a movement of Madigas, a
scheduled caste in Andhra Pradesh, which pointed out
a salient fact - scheduled caste quotas in jobs in Andhra
Pradesh were being cornered by the dominant Malas.
As Anup Surendranath verified through his research,
Malas, with a population share of 40%, had 60% of all
government jobs reserved for scheduled castes (as of
1997) whereas Madigas and Rellis, two other groups,
were significantly under-represented. Sub-classification
presents a powerful policy tool to ensure greater parity
in representation for Madigas, Rellis and other similarly
under-represented scheduled castes in government
jobs. The court was right to have upheld it.

While recognising these inequities among scheduled
castes, Anand Teltumbde, writing in Scroll, has
criticised the judgment, stating that it will lead to the
“fragmentation of Dalit identity”. He argues that their
differences aside, all Dalits are homogeneous in one
fundamental way: they were all hitherto untouchable
castes.

Teltumbde is right in his assessment of how this
judgment could shape Dalit identity but has his logic
the wrong way around. The fragmentation of the Dalit
identity is not a possibility because of the judgment -
the judgment was made possible by the pre-existing
fragmentation of the Dalit identity in accessing
reservation benefits. This fragmentation is already
fundamentally shaping Dalit politics. With the judgment,
the cart has merely followed the horse.

But it is Teltumbde’s point about untouchability that
strikes at the root of the interplay between caste
reservations and the Constitution. He is no doubt right
that all scheduled castes are deemed so because of
their status as untouchables in caste Hindu society.
But when it comes to reservations, their basis for
accessing benefits is not their status but rather their
degree of backwardness. Both in government jobs
and educational institutions, preference in Article
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16(4) and 15(4) of the Constitution is explicitly
given to “backward classes”. Untouchability may
be the moral (immoral) basis for reservations; but
backwardness is its legal trigger.

Teltumbde’s focus on untouchability reveals a much
deeper tension. In independent India, the focus of
both Dalit activism and emancipatory politics has
been dominated by the arithmetic of reservations. The
societal phenomenon of untouchability has sought to
be tackled by material prosperity that reservations
in jobs and educational institutions brings. This is a
perfectly rational policy response. But over time, with
multiple judgments of the Supreme Court, reservations
have become a technical question of legality and
constitutionality rather than a civilisational question of
dignity and reparation. The latest judicial sanction to a
further divvying up of the reservation pie, in the context
of ever-shrinking number of government jobs and
limited seats in educational institutions, is a reminder of
how limiting this entire narrative is.

Reservations are a necessary tool in India’s social policy
toolkit to ameliorate caste discrimination. But it is short-
sighted to disagree over how to divide the crumbs that
reservation affords without questioning why the State is
retreating from public life in a manner that is leading to
the pie (and the crumbs) constantly shrinking in size. It
is time for the debate on reservations to explicitly call
out the diminishing State and its slow but sure takeover
by private capital.

Equally, as M.K. Gandhi presciently realised, material
prosperity through reservations may be necessary but
will never be sufficient for hitherto untouchable castes
to find pride of place in society. Real uplift of scheduled
castes will happen when society recognises the inherent
dignity of each caste irrespective of its occupational
status or historic disadvantage. That cannot happen
only through material uplift. Neither can that happen, as
the dissenting judgment in the Supreme Court appears
to suggest, by wishing away differences in caste and
creating artificially homogeneous categories. It will
happen when each caste with its own customs, rituals,
practices, is recognised for what it is, no matter how
different or abhorrent such practices might appear to
someone else. This is not an equality question; it is a
dignity question all the way down. The way towards a
society that does not discriminate on the basis of caste
is not by equalising castes but rather by ensuring dignity
for each of them. This is a question that is well outside
and above the remit of a constitutional court. It depends
on each one of us.

Arghya Sengupta is Research Director, Vidhi Centre for
Legal Policy. Views are personal

(Courtesy:THE TELEGRAPH 23.8.2024)




3 Kannada Movies -

Against Superstitions

- M.R.MANOHAR

ot much is known about exceptionally great
N Kannada movies because, in the past, there were

no takers in other states, beyond Karnataka.
Kannada language is rich in literature like that in Bengali.
Many of Kannada novels have been filmed. Kannada
movies remained confined to late night Doordarshan
telecast. Discerning lovers of movies used to watch
them patiently stifling their yawn. Directors like
Puttannakanagal, B.V. Karanth, Girish Karnad and Girish
Kasaravalli have been coming out with true, meaningful
realistic cinema. Most of them are poems in celluloid,
quite different from pot-boilers of the modern era. The
list would be too long. Shall we talk about atleast three
great Kannada movies that attacked superstitions, caste
supremacy, outdated codes of conduct, enslavement of
women, meaningless rituals, worn out conventions and
irrational practices?
“Samskara” (1970), “Vamsa Vriksha” (1971) and “Ghata
Shraddha” (1977) deserve a place in world cinema.
They were all critically acclaimed. They bagged awards
in many film festivals.

1. “SAMSKARA” 1970)

Based on a novel of U.R. Ananthamurthy, it pioneered
the parallel cinema movement in Kannada. It won the
National Award as the Best Feature Film (1970). It is

against caste system and bizarre rituals. The Madras
Censor Board banned it but later the Union Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting revoked the ban.

It is about two brahmin inhabitants of a village in
Karnataka - Praneshacharya; a staunch believer in
religion, caste and traditional beliefs; and Narayanappa -
who has thrown over board the outdated conventions of
a brahmin. Praneshacharya is regressive. Narayanappa
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is progressive.  Praneshacharya is irrational but
Narayanappa is a rationalist.

One day, Narayanappa dies and his body lies waiting
for cremation. None of the brahmins comes forward
to cremate it. Non-brahmins are not allowed to do it.
Praneshacharya is confused. At last an untouchable
woman dealing in flesh trade secretively cremates the
body of the dead brahmin. The movie is a crushing
blow on the faces of all the caste fanatics on the earth.
The original prints of this film were all lost. A group of
scientists and professionals of National Archives of films
have restored this film using advanced technology. We
now have an easy access to this gem.

2. VAMSA VRIKSHA (1971):

The title means “family tree”. It is based on a novel by
S.L.Byrappa and directed jointly by B.V. Karanth and
Girish Karnad. In 1972, it won the National Award for
best direction. It also won three ‘Film Fare’ Awards.

Itis about a brahmin Shrinivasa Shrothri who is proud of
his caste supremacy. He is soaked in rituals and outdated
customs. One day his son Nanjunda dies by drowning
in a river. Kathyayani, the young widow decides to lead
a new life and bring up her son. She joins a college for
higher studies; falls in love with a Professor and begins
a new life with him.

One day, the old brahmin Shrinivasa Shrothri discovers
the secret that he is not a brahmin at all. For the growth
of family tree and for begetting an heir, his father had
made an untouchable impregnate his mother. The old
man is shattered by the nauseating truth behind his
birth. A thought-provoking movie, indeed, that portrays
our bygone days. People talk about supremacy of their
caste but are they sure of their roots? This question
crops up in our minds when the film ends. The lives of
most people in this world are a deep ocean of secrets,
aren’t they?

sl

as the Best Indian Film for the B

s
(1917) (1977)

Voted At International Film Festival Goa (2007)
as one of the 10 Best Films Made in 100 years
of Indian Film History

3. GATASHRADDHA (1977)

Winner of the Golden Lotus award, directed by Girish
Kasaravalli. It is a Pungent attack on the enslavement
of women, meaningless rituals, hypocrisy, communal
fanaticism and gossip lovers. It is about a religious
fanatic Udupa, who runs a Vedic school in his village.
His daughter Yamuna is a young widow who falls in love
with a school teacher and conceives.

The entire village turns against her. Nani, a new student
who joins the Vedic School is kind towards Yamuna. He
is her solace - a comfort among discomforts. Gossip
loving villagers behave as self-appointed guardians of
morality and decide to banish her. Her pregnancy gets
terminated. Udupa disowns her and performs funeral
rites for her when she is actually alive. That is ‘Gata
Shraddha’. Yamuna gets tonsured and abandoned under
a banyan tree. Nani is forcibly taken away by his father
since his proximity to Yamuna is considered a great sin.
The film ends with a shot of Yamuna under the banyan
tree. It implies that it is the only shelter for her now.

“Gata Shraddha” prints were also lost. Using a dirty
negative, our Indian scholars have restored this gem.
These movies are always a pleasure to treasure, aren’t
they? They are to be conserved for posterity. We live
in a 24 x 7 Information technology world. Times have
changed only to a certain extent. Most of our women
are still being treated as use and throw cups and store
houses of pleasures.

Movies like ‘Vamsavriksha' insist on empowerment
of women and ridicule caste supremacy. Films like
‘Samskara’ and ‘Gata Shraddha” question enslavement
of women, double standards in society and outdated
codes of conduct. Readers of our OBC VOICE must watch
these three movies in order to understand the atrocities
suffered long ago by our people. Movies are meant not
only for entertainment but also for enlightenment, aren’t

they? H



Public Service is undeniably a sign of humanism but not all are
seriously involved in it with a noble ideal. Some are hypocrites
craving only for publicity. Public service is an intricate task
that is multidimensional. In 1962 Periyar encoded his views
thus on the complex issue.

Dear readers, cadres, friends and followers, I wish to share
with you my views on Public Service. As usual, [ expect you all
to think on your own and decide to agree or disagree with me.
Public Service always welcomes selfless people who really care
for others in society. Self-centred people have no role to play
in it. Generally, men and women are selfish since birth. With
the passing of time some of them undergo a change and begin
to bother about the welfare of others. Such exceptional people
enter public service.

Survival instinctis an inherent feature of human beings. Human
wants are insatiable. [ believe, five basic needs revolve around
us all - food, clothing, shelter, sleep and marital obligations.
An urge to satisfy all these needs make people self-centred.
They choose various occupations to satisfy all these needs.
An advocate, a doctor, a trader and even a newspaper editor
render public services in my opinion. There are thousands
of other occupations which are also in a sense public service.
Apart from these we have social services like rendering help
to people during disasters, feeding the poor, taking care of the
sick, the downtrodden and people suffering from various kinds
of biological handicap. This sort of public service needs true
humanists, but it is not as easy as it seems to be.

Family first

Unless a man’s family is absolutely comfortable, he can
never think of public service. Charity begins at home. He can
concentrate on social service only when his people at home
are properly fed, clothed and sheltered. A public servant

THOUGHTS OF PERIYAR:
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SERVICE
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should be free from the shackles of commitments. This kind
of freedom made me enter public service. Drawing people out
of the darkness of ignorance was my major service through
propaganda of my ideals, policies and principles. I was free
from domestic responsibilities. None depended on me for
their survival. This made my public services possible without
hurdles and obstacles.

Public welfare

Social Services include building hospitals, schools, orphanages
etc., for society. I needed funds for such services. Our cadres
have been generously donating wherever and whenever
I toured to propagate my policies. I have been saving all the
monetary contributions for future public services. I am not a
spend thrift to squander money. I have always been frugal. My
needs are a few. I spend only around fifty rupees per month
for my food. For my simple apparel only fifty rupees annually. I
have no heirs. My wife too spends less for her food and clothing.
I travel by train in third class compartments. I also travel
long distance by goods-carriers. I have money by selling the
books published by us. My wife has been assisting me in this
for the past fifteen years. At least for twenty days in a month
I undertake propagation tours. [ have been saving money for
public services. After my life time people following in my foot
prints would fulfil my dreams. I am contented with it. My well-
wishers feed me wherever [ go. Why do I need money for my
personal needs which are so few?

I maintain a diary and keep jotting down the money collected
for public service. I keep a track of the accounts. I accumulate
money only for our movement - not for myself. I keep
multiplying my savings. I ignore my health and augment
wealth. Every public servant should emulate my practice. I am
delighted by the love, respect and regard of my cadres like you.
[ am selfish only in this respect.

My fear and worry

My only concern is about the future of our movement. Our
funds should be constructively used for public services after
my lifetime. I wish the objective of our self-respect movement
is accomplished by my followers. I am very particular about
three public services:

1) Brahminocracy should be annihilated.
2) The craze of people for cinema must be curbed.
3) Caste disparity in temples should be eradicated.

These are all public services in my view. That would pave the
way for the welfare of society.

I want at least 25000 members to join our movement and
at least 500 branch offices. Committees are needed in every
district. The books published by us should be sold in large
numbers. Discipline and dignity must be there in all our
meetings and conferences held for propaganda. Public service
is my objective behind all these wishes.

Hypocrites in Public Service

Under the guise of public service some are exploiting society.
They pretend cleverly and embezzle public contributions.
People should identify and beware such hypocrites. Those
who indulge in public service for cheap publicity must also be
identified and exposed. Genuine Public servants must avoid
boasting about it by self-glorification. Action should speak
louder than words. Vain glory is certainly meaningless.

People should verify the background of the so-called public
servants. Find out what they were long ago and what they are
now. Try to find out their policies and check whether they are
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honest in spreading them. Do not accept everyone as a public
servant without probing deeply into them. Prison cells have
become comfortable rest houses for criminals. Anti-social
elements have learnt how to escape from the clutches of law.
These pseudo public servants are the root cause of filth in our
society. Newspapers pull wool over the eyes of readers by their
rubbish in print. Democracy itself seems to have become a
butt of ridicule. There is a scarcity of selfless leaders. Gullible
people are being taken for a ride by self-centred politicians. To
believe that they are serving public is merely an illusion.

Come forward gladly

Genuine movements, forums and outfits of public service
have become scarce. There is sycophancy in the existing
organisations. Members flatter one another through hero-
worship and eulogise wrong people around them. True public
service is marred by such people. In my 83 years of public
service so far these are all my observations. Very few people
willingly come forward for public service. This must change.
I have pinned my hope in all of you. Set an example for others
by rendering true public service. Serve with pleasure. Avoid
soaking yourself in self-pity. Never render public service as if
itis a compulsion.

Regretting doing it defeats the purpose of service. Hence, serve
with a smile; let it not be a fake smile under any circumstance.
Before I conclude I wish to state that even today’s face a lot of
challenges, hurdles and obstacles in public service, but I go on
undeterred and I want you all to serve people with unflinching
resolve and unswerving patience, like me.

Courtesy: Periyar’s 84th Birthday —
Viduthalai Souvenir published in 1962.
Translated in English by: M.R.Manohar,

In Hindi: by Ravindra Ram
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MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE ON WELFARE OF OTHER BACKWARD CLASSES (2024-25)

LOK SABHA We extend our heartiest congratulations and
1. Shri Ganesh Singh BJP- greetings to the newly constituted Committee on
Chairperson Welfare of OBCs.
2. Shri Gurjeet Singh Aujla INC .
3 Shri Manickam Tagore B. INC We fnre conﬁfient that'the Comm}ttee under tl}e
ry Shri T. R. Baalu DMK Chalrmansl.up of Shri.Ganesh Slngh, M.P. will
5 Shri Vijay Baghel BIP address the 1ss1.1e‘s and matters relatl‘ng to welfare
- ; of OBCs and visit many of our Public Sector Un-
6. Shri Kalyan Banerjee AITC . . . .
- — —— dertakings and have inter-action with our OBC
7. Shri Ramvir Singh Bidhuri BJIP o e
- - welfare associations
8. Shri G. Lakshminarayana TDP
9. Shri Bidyut Baran Mahato BJP RAJYA SABHA
10. Shri Jyotirmay Singh Mahato BJP 21. | Dr. Anil Sukhdeorao Bonde BJP
11. Shri Rodmal Nagar BJP 22. | Shri Subhasish Khuntia BID
12. Shri Kota Srinivasa Poojary BJP 23. | Shri Baburam Nishad BJP
13. Shri Ramashankar Rajbhar SP 24. | Shri Shambhu Sharan Patel BJP
14. Shri Lumba Ram BJP 25. | Ms. Kavita Patidar BJP
15. Dr. Gumma Thanuja Rani YSRCP 26. | Shri S. Selvaganabathy BJP
16. Dr. Swami Sachidanand Hari Sakshi | BJP 27. | Shri C. Ve. Shanmugam AIADMK
17. Shri K. Sudhakaran INC 28. | Shri Ashok Singh INC
18. Smt. Dhanorkar Pratibha Suresh INC 29. | Dr. V. Sivadasan CPI(M)
19. Shri Ashok Kumar Yadav BJP 30. | Shri Beedha Masthan Rao YSRCP
20. Shri Giridhari Yadav ID(U) Yadav

0BC VOICE . VOL: 2 No: 5 - September 2024. Printed and Published by G.Karunanidhy on behalf of Empower Trust for Social Justice and Printed at Krishnaraj Printers,
36, Devarajan Street, Royapettsah, Chennai 600014 and published from 10/1040, Jeevan Bhima Nagar, Anna Nagar \West Extension, Chennai 600101. M 9381007998
Editor: G.Karunanidhy

September 2024 -@E}E!VOICE



FORMER PRIME MINISTER V.P.SINGH'S STATUE UNVEILED
IN THE PREMISES OF NLC OBC ASSOCIATION, NEYVELI
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