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“| consider it a lifelong honor to unveil the portrait of
Thanthai Periyar at Oxford University
as his ideological grandson”

- Hon'ble Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu Thiru. M.K.Stalin

Why Periyar @ Kanshi Maratha Living
OBCs? Q Oxford Q Ram Q Reservation Q Dignified




GREETINGS TO RAJYA SABHA M.P. KAVIGNAR SALMA - CHENNAI - 10.09.2025

Extended Greetings and congratulations to Kawgnar Salma, nomlnated as M.P. to Rajya Sabha.
Books on “Are we adequately represented? OBC, SC and STs” and “Thoughts of Periyar”
were presented by G.Karunanidhi, Gen Secretary AIOBC Employees Federation along with
SNatarajan, GenSecretary, Union Bank OBCAssociation, KChandran, Advisor of the Association.

PERIYAR 147 — CELEBRATIONS - 17.09.2025

1. Thantha| Perlyar s 147 birth anniversary celebrated on 17. 9 2025at Union Bank OBC
Association Office, Chennai with the participation of Senior Executives of the Bank

2. Office-bearers contributed a sum of Rs.Two lacs to Leader Asiriyar Ayya K.Veeramani for
‘Periyar World’ Project that is coming up in Tamil Nadu (Trichy — Siruganur).

3. OBC Members in Jharkhand State conducted a meeting and celebrated the Periyar 147 as
‘Social Justice Day’ on 21.09.2025 at Ranchi.

First State Conference of
Rajasthan Gramin Bank OBC Staff Welfare Parishad
Jaipur - 31.08.2025

The Conference was addressed by Mukesh Bhartlya Chairperson, Rajasthan Gramin Bank,
Madan Lal Bhati (Chairman, Rajasthan OBC Commission), Dr. Amritanshu. Org.Secretary,
AIOBC Employees Federation and Birbal Singh Dhaka (Former President, Bank of Baroda OBC
Association). The session was presided over by the Council’s Patron, Shri Birda Ram Chahar.
The New Executive Committee has been formed with General Secretary: Ramkishor Tak,
President: Dilip Bissu, Treasurer: Mukesh Yadav, Patron: Rajendra Singh Godara, Coordinator:
Bhanwarlal Kadwasra, Working President: Piyush Jangid and Organizing Secretary: Sunil Janu.
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Why OBCs? -
The Unheard
Voices of Injustice

Across India, thousands of OBC research scholars are being forced into silent
suffering — left unpaid for months, struggling to survive while carrying the
burden of academic excellence.

“I was selected for the NFOBC in 2023. | never got the scholarship on a
monthly basis. It comes once in six or eight months. | have not received the
amount since May this year.”

— Research Scholar, Jawaharlal Nehru University

“I qualified through the National Eligibility Test and earned the NFOBC
scholarship. But the fellowship money rarely comes on time. Most of
the time, | borrow from friends and relatives to pay for studies and
accommodation.”

— PhD Scholar, Delhi University

The official response is routine: “Funds have not been released by the
Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment.” This crisis is not new — last
year too, stipends were delayed for months, only resolved after intervention
by the Parliamentary Committee on OBCs based on the representation by
AIOBC Employees Federation.

/\ A Stark Contradiction

At the School of Planning and Architecture, New Delhi, the fee notification
(Dec 2024) demands 55,000 from OBC students, while SC/ST and PwD
students pay only 227,500, and EWS students enjoy a complete tuition
fee waiver. How can this be called fairness? How is equity served when
OBCs — the majority of India’s population — face higher fees and delayed
scholarships?

®© Denial of Postings to OBC (NCL) Candidates

A grave injustice continues against meritorious OBC (Non-Creamy Layer)
candidates who have cleared the Civil Services Examinations but are being
denied their rightful postings by the Department of Personnel and Training
(DoPT) on unjustified grounds. This denial, ongoing since 2015, persists
despite interventions by the OBC Committee. Shockingly, these candidates
are not at fault — their careers and lives are being held hostage due to an
administrative deadlock between two Ministries.

@ The Larger Truth

These are not isolated incidents. In sector after sector, the OBC community
— constituting nearly 60% of this nation — continues to receive the least
preference, the least urgency, and the least respect.

It is time the powers that be stop treating OBC issues as secondary. The
injustices faced by OBC scholars, students, and employees must be
addressed with seriousness, fairness, and dignity.

@) OBC rights are not favors — they are justice.




Hibend Ouiium 2 eswnpnelaLmj!
ol & flemipufleir SHemLumend — Hibema Ouiumy!

Thanthai Periyar Has Become Universal!
The Symbol of Human Rights - Thanthai Periyar!

"Brer @G SOPHILGE (WSOMESTTEALD, “I stand here not only as the Chief Minister of Tamil
Qzpardu rdwume wrHHlumoss uésoner | Nadu and leader of the DMK, a movement that
Hpselen B GUTTS LD L IO, transformed South Asian politics but also with the
Quflwrfer H55MH8 Cuiren ererm @ LI LOW]L gyiLb pride of being Periyar’s ideological grandson”.

B HCperr”. - Hon’ble Chief Minister M.K.Stalin @

- IS PSXDIDFFT 1Pp.B.cioLTaldr @ | Oxford University (4.9.2025)
ObSHEVEUTTG L0BMBHBIPHID (4.9.2025)
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Bops  upgerer |
wrerreufser, | University has nurtured the world’s finest minds.
SLUIITET ST DenameuBEGD e jerumen To stand before you in this great hall is a moment
AUMTSSESE. Lo FIHDTaTGses 2 adar Anbs of profound pride. I do so not only as the Chief
YT A (O Minister of Tamil Nadu or as the leader of the
LosmassPssHar  GueLwWe Hpug erer Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam, but above all, with
aTpBreT QuEHEL. Brear @EE §LNQDHLLq-6%r§ the dignity of being a grandson of Periyar’s
Someil

sHeng  Cuflwmfler To inaugurate Periyar’s portrait here at Oxford is the
i greatest honour of my life. This unveiling signifies
S &aLCUMfR® sHheng Quilwrfler & meymeul i that the light of rationalism, ignited in Tamil Nadu,
LLsms SHphs @asHmiug e ampprer now shines across the globe.
m‘sé’g’"m _Qu@mm.' 83 5@95"'._46? gum"fﬁ Periyar - Globalised Thought

Tfips LGSSley Apsemen Qey 2 &L PWPSHID :

i Periyar was born in Tamil Nadu and spoke in Tamil,

but his thoughts transcended borders, languages,
and nations. His philosophy belongs to humanity
. itself. What is Periyarism? At its core are:

QAL eaurg EHFManser eTomWHDEMaY;

Chief Minister M.K. Stalin’s Address at
Oxford University

“On September 4, 2025, at the historic Oxford
“2025 Q&ELIUF 4gpd  prer, Qridleonp e University in England, [ had the honour of unveiling
HENCUTTH LOEMVESREFHD sHMH : the portrait of the great rationalist and reformer,
uLsmss HphHa

O L@ e L e “Thanthai Periyar has become universal!”

Thanthai Periyar. With deep emotion, I declared:

Distinguished professors, scholars, students, and
{ participants from across the world, I extend my

warm greetings to you all. For centuries, Oxford

ideals.

» Self-Respect
 Rationalism

e Equality

e Humanism

e Gender Justice
e Social Justice
e Secularism

e Scientific Temper

These are not merely Tamil ideals - they are
universal principles.

Periyar himself laid down six fundamental tenets
Se;
: of humanity:

in Kudiarasu journal, which remain relevant to all

1. No human being is superior or inferior to
another.

2. All wealth and resources must be shared equally.
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6. W@ THHGL Sfgemownsnod, dbsmad@d, | A Tireless Revolutionary

o Decades before the world embraced these ideals,
. . . ! Periyar sowed their seeds in a soil dominated by
8aCa Quiluny Gardensad e.asamalume orthodoxy and superstition. He travelled widely -
to Egypt, Greece, Turkey, Germany, Spain, France,
Portugal, Russia, and Britain - learning from the
LI enLoauns @pLb world and bringing back rationalist sparks to Tamil

pLpblsmsyDd Beapss werafd, @diearey i Nadu. Fearlessly, he criticised imperial powers and
werGanpn Apsmarsmear ellansssaul @UALTE. i spoke before thousands of workers in England,
! declaring:

QU TMLESNEGLW, QeueflliLim’igmH@Ld

&3hro Qup Ceueam@Lb.
CTETLUSHSTET SFT6Mm).
eflLngpwphAwnery Quflwingy
BID RpamhsEndse partu,

e 2@&D PWEDL Lwalss, sHPDMSS
SOPBTL[HEE Qsrar® cubSy. :
QrflorpHCaCw Qzmpemery Gl L g8l :

CuabCGurg euf QeaeflliuamLwnss sadery:

QerOAHTser. <2, GTTED QiHwurede :
QarfleneryseEssd NGrrsrs TR
Qewfdiser.”

Qulwmy bS5 &5emsL Cunésaeidene;

u@ssNeanaiCu allengssny. jeuf GFTememy:

‘Bren  QerenanQgeprad, 26 USHEGEF &
e UL ghms&Qsner @amatueaie all@.”

9lg-SFerid.

A SENASHET FLLMISETTE &1 6W 60T

QuAlwnfer E78 S 5RS6T SMaTSSID W SLHD, |

AL L The dream of “education for all, jobs for all, power

for all” was his. And successive Dravidian leaders
i - C.N. Annadurai, M. Karunanidhi, and today’s

@rsswpp yrlflsdar. e
aumpeiled BenL(penmwimsler.

spahd, QuarseEnsgs QFrsg 2 fenw, Camuilc

Benwe, sl 2fleww, QLessE Pdu i
Smasgd aurs QuissHar  LGSE. |
Qpdw SrluemwilCatu  FupsHHaws

Cergss Qumenw QuAlwnrms@fwg.

abgearermjser. @O&SLULLL GUFSET

1. wafsisEpsHailo oy o wiey sTpey 3. Men and women must enjoy complete equality

in every sphere.

2. e QFdeUIpd, EUATIPLD 6N 6mal(HEGLD 4. Society must be free of caste, religion, nation,

varna, and god-based divisions.

3. geamid Quananh Fso FGopselgd &0 5. Everyone must labour, and all should equally

share its fruits.

6. No one should be enslaved to anything; each

must enjoy full freedom of thought, inquiry, and
expression.

That is why Periyar’s philosophy is not regional but
i global.

“You claim to uphold workers’ rights here, but in
i India, you rule against them!”

He taught not atheism, but rationalism. He urged:
‘@uts Gsmferer] pUy LS FLSHSTESE | «pyey if | say something, accept it only if your
i reason agrees; otherwise, reject it.”

i Such was his faith in inquiry and scientific temper.

From Ideas to Laws

The uniqueness of Periyar’'s movement is that it
achieved change through non-violent, bloodless
revolutions. His reforms became laws. In Tamil
@p5 ApsmarGu oflelud wariLreranous ér Nadu, social justice, women’s rights, temple entry,
: property rights, caste equality, and reservation for
 the underprivileged all sprang from his movement.

The

Indian Constitution itself absorbed his

principles of social justice.

government - translated them into reality. We

i see women who were once confined to homes
i now conquering space. Communities once denied
i education now lead in academics. Those once
@enm Queanser elarQeiel HeLwbd HewéE : barred from temples now perform rituals within
soalulle

sanctums.
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i Continuing the Journey

Yet, let me admit humbly - we have not completed
Periyar’s dream. A hundred years of progress is
only the first step of a child learning to walk. Our
journey is long, and challenges remain. We must not
fall into the traps of false pride or regress into the
darkness of caste and inequality. We must continue
to march towards complete human dignity.

Periyar’s message was clear: No distinctions of caste,
creed, colour, or gender. Only humanity matters.
Today, these truths are recognised worldwide.

Conclusion

This historic Oxford event, unveiling Periyar’s
portrait and hosting this centenary conference of
the Self-Respect Movement, reaffirms that Periyar
belongs to the world. His call for self-respect,
rationalism, and social justice must guide global
societies.

As Periyar said:

“The spirit of Self-Respect will transform all people
into brothers and sisters of one family. Then alone
will the true power and greatness of this movement
be revealed.”

Let the world change to honour human dignity!”

(Summary of the Address by the Hon’ble Chief Minister

of Tamil Nadu, Thiru M.K. Stalin, at Oxford University —
04.09.2025)

Compiled by: G.Karunanidhi, Editor, OBC VOICE
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KANSHI RAM - MESSIAH OF THE
DOWNTRODDEN
A LEADER WHO RESHAPED
SOCIAL JUSTICE POLITICS

(15 March 1934 — 9 October 2006)

- RAVINDRA RAM

anshi Ram (1934-2006) occupies a unique
Kplace in the political and social history

of India. To millions of Dalits, OBCs, and
minorities, he was not merely a political leader but
a messiah of the downtrodden - a visionary who
converted despair into hope and fragmented voices
into an organized political force. His genius lay in
uniting the economically exploited and socially
oppressed under one broad umbrella, giving
them not just a political identity but also a sense of
empowerment.

In a political landscape dominated by upper-caste
hegemony, Kanshi Ram opened up a third path -
neitherviolentrevolution nor passive collaboration,
but an assertive, democratic mobilization of the
marginalized. His journey from a government
employee to the architect of the Bahujan Samaj

Party (BSP) illustrates the transformative power
of organization, ideology, and strategy.

The Early Life: Roots of a Revolutionary

Born in 1934 in Punjab to a family of modest
means, Kanshi Ram’s early years gave him first-
hand experience of caste-based discrimination. His
exposure to the works of B.R. Ambedkar left an
indelible mark on his consciousness. Ambedkar’s
call for the oppressed to seek liberation through
education, organization, and political power deeply
inspired him.

However, Kanshi Ram was not a mere imitator
of Ambedkar. He carved his own distinct path
- practical, grounded, and driven by mass
mobilization. While Ambedkar was a towering
intellectual and lawmaker, Kanshi Ram was a

October 2025 °EE]G(VOICE




grassroots organizer, a man who shunned luxury
and dedicated his life to building cadres and
movements. His personal motto could be summed
up in his own words:

“He used to gather books; I tried to collect people.”

BAMCEF: The Foundation of a Movement

Kanshi Ram'’s first major organizational experiment
was BAMCEF (All India Backward and Minority
Communities Employees Federation).
Established in 1971, it became a network of
government employees from Scheduled Castes,
Scheduled Tribes, OBCs, and minority communities.

BAMCEF was not a trade union in the conventional
sense; rather, it was a socio-political awakening
forum. Its members were educated employees,
often the first in their families to enter government
service. Kanshi Ram recognized their potential
as agents of change - financially stable, socially
conscious, and strategically placed in the machinery
of governance.

Through BAMCEEF, he planted the seed of collective
responsibility among Dalit employees: to use
their position not just for personal upliftment but
to mobilize and empower the larger community.

DS4: Taking the Struggle to the Streets

Recognizing the limits of a network confined to
government employees, Kanshi Ram launched
DS4 (Dalit Shoshit Samaj Sangharsh Samiti) in
1981. With the powerful slogan “Brahmin, Thakur,
Bania Chhod, Baki Sab Hai DS4’, the organization
became a clarion call to all non-elite, oppressed
communities.

DS4 represented the second stage of Kanshi Ram'’s
strategy: moving beyond intellectual circles and
reaching the masses at the grassroots. Through
aggressive propaganda, mass meetings, pamphlets,
and cultural campaigns, DS4 connected with Dalits,
backward classes, rural poor, and marginalized
Muslims.

This movement instilled a new consciousness
among the oppressed - that they were not weak,
fragmented groups, but a vast majority capable of
reshaping India’s democracy if united.

The Birth of BSP: Political Power as the Master
Key

On 14 April 1984, the birth anniversary of B.R.
Ambedkar, Kanshi Ram launched the Bahujan
Samaj Party (BSP). This marked the third and
most decisive stage of his journey: entering the
electoral battlefield.

Kanshi Ram firmly believed in Ambedkar’s
maxim:

“Political power is the master key.”

For him, social reform without
political power was a futile
exercise. Unlike Ambedkar, who
had called for the annihilation
of caste, Kanshi Ram made a
radical tactical choice: to use
caste identities as a political
resource. He understood the
arithmetic of democracy -
where numbers mattered - and
leveraged caste as a navigational tool to unite
Dalits, OBCs, and minorities under the banner of
the “Bahujan Samaj,” or the majority community.

This strategy paid off. Under his leadership, BSP
emerged as a formidable force, reshaping the
political map of Uttar Pradesh and influencing
national politics.

Leadership Style:

Visionary

Organizer, Strategist,

Kanshi Ram was not a charismatic orator in the
conventional sense, but his organizational energy
and strategic acumen were unparalleled. He lived
a life of extreme simplicity - no family, no property,
no personal wealth. Hislife was singularly dedicated
to his mission of empowering the downtrodden.

Some hallmarks of his leadership style include:

¢ Cadre-based politics: He built a disciplined,
committed cadre network.

¢ Mass mobilization: He travelled tirelessly,
often addressing dozens of meetings in a single
day.

¢ Alliance-building: He skillfully forged alliances
with OBCs, Muslims, and even upper castes
when strategically useful.

¢ Ideological clarity: While flexible in tactics,
he never wavered from the core objective of
Bahujan empowerment.

Kanshi Ram and Ambedkar: A Comparison of
Paths

While Kanshi Ram saw himself as a follower of
Ambedkar, their approaches differed significantly.
Ambedkar was a scholar, reformer, and institution-
builder; Kanshi Ram was a grassroots mobilizer
and political engineer.

Ambedkar aimed for the annihilation of caste,
envisioning a casteless society. Kanshi Ram,
however, recognized caste as a concrete social
reality and chose to weaponize it politically.
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This pragmatic approach allowed him to achieve
tangible electoral gains and shift power equations
within India’s democracy.

Yet, both shared a common vision: the
emancipation of Dalits and the creation of an
egalitarian society.

Kanshi Ram and Periyar: A Meeting of Minds
Across Regions

Though Kanshi Ram and
Periyar never met in person,
their ideas converged across
time and geography. Periyar
(1879-1973), the great social
revolutionary, relentlessly
fought against Brahminical
dominance, patriarchy, and
caste hierarchy. Kanshi Ram,
decades later, carried the same
anti-Brahminical spirit into North India’s political
arena.

For Kanshi Ram, Periyar was more than a reformer;
he was an intellectual warrior who had shown
how centuries-old structures of inequality could
be challenged through rationalism, mobilization,
and defiance. Kanshi Ram saw in Periyar a
blueprint for social revolution that could be
adapted beyond Tamil Nadu, particularly in the
Hindi heartland where caste oppression was
equally entrenched but politically less challenged.

Periyar’s Influence on Kanshi Ram’s Strategy
1. Anti-Brahminical Stand

e Periyar’s lifelong struggle was to demolish
the Brahminical order that legitimized caste
hierarchy.

¢ Kanshi Ram carried this forward by exposing
how the Indian political system was
still dominated by upper castes, despite
democracy being numerically tilted in favour
of the majority Bahujan communities.

2. Mobilizing the Majority

e Periyar’'s Dravidian movement was built
on mobilizing the non-Brahmin majority
against the hegemony of a small elite.

¢ Kanshi Ram adopted the same arithmetic:
Brahmin-Thakur-Bania form only a minority,
while Dalits, OBCs, and minorities together
are the overwhelming majority. His slogan
of Bahujan was directly inspired by this
principle.

3. Use of Rationalism and Propaganda
e Periyar used rationalist arguments, street

plays, festivals, and mass events to awaken
people.

e Kanshi Ram too relied on aggressive
propaganda - pamphlets, catchy slogans, cycle
yatras, and cultural symbols - to awaken a
sense of collective power.

Periyar Mela in Lucknow: A Historic Gesture

When BSP was in power in
Uttar Pradesh under Mayawati’s
leadership, Kanshi Ram ensured
that Periyar was honoured in
the Hindi belt. He organized
the Periyar Mela in Lucknow,
marking a symbolic north-
south ideological bridge.

This act had multiple layers of

meaning:

e It showed Kanshi Ram'’s respect for Periyar’s
role in smashing caste supremacy.

e It brought the Dravidian legacy of social justice
into the political discourse of North India.

e It emphasized that the battle against
Brahminism was not regional but national.

At the event, Kanshi Ram openly declared:
“Periyar is the real weapon.”

By this, he meant that Periyar’s ideology of
rationalism, self-respect, and anti-caste
assertion was the most potent tool for Bahujan
politics.

Why Kanshi Ram Called Periyar a “Weapon”

For Kanshi Ram, Periyar was not merely an
intellectual inspiration but a strategic weapon in
the fight for power:

e Weapon of Consciousness: Periyar’s fiery
speeches and writings awakened millions of
people to reject ritual slavery and demand
dignity.

¢ Weapon of Unity: His call to mobilize all non-
Brahmin groups resonated with Kanshi Ram’s
dream of uniting Dalits, OBCs, and minorities.

e Weapon of Defiance: Periyar taught people to
challenge oppressive traditions without fear, a
quality Kanshi Ram instilled in his cadres.

In short, Kanshi Ram saw Periyar not as a mere
reformer but as a living arsenal of ideas -
ideas that could demolish caste structures more
effectively than any single political act.

Periyar’s Relevance in Kanshi Ram’s Political
Vision
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By invoking Periyar, Kanshi Ram emphasized that
his struggle was not limited to electoral victories
but part of a larger civilizational battle against
caste oppression.

e For Kanshi Ram, political power was the
master Kkey.

e For Periyar, social revolution
rationalism was the foundation.

through

By synthesizing these two, Kanshi Ram crafted a
dual strategy: awaken consciousness (Periyar’s
method) and capture political power (Ambedkar’s
vision). This synthesis became the ideological
backbone of the Bahujan Samaj Party.

Periyar as Kanshi Ram’s Compass

Kanshi Ram’s reverence for Periyar reflects his
clarity that the fight for social justice required
both intellectual rebellion and political
empowerment. By describing Periyar as the “real
weapon,” Kanshi Ram acknowledged that without
the ideological sharpness of Periyar, the electoral
strength of the Bahujan Samaj could never be fully
realized.

Thus, Kanshi Ram’s political project can be seen
as a continuation of Ambedkar’s call for power
and Periyar’s call for self-respect - a fusion that
gave the downtrodden not just hope, but a concrete
path to empowerment.

Legacy: The Torchbearer of Bahujan Politics

Kanshi Ram passed away in 2006, but his legacy
continues to shape India’s social justice politics. His

greatest contribution was transforming the Dalit
imagination - from passive recipients of pity and
welfare to active agents of political power.
Through BSP, he demonstrated that Dalits and
other marginalized groups could seize state
power democratically, not merely as junior
partners but as independent players. His disciple,
Mayawati, went on to become the Chief Minister
of Uttar Pradesh multiple times, a testament to the
political space Kanshi Ram created.

Conclusion: The Messiah of the Downtrodden

Kanshi Ram was, indeed, the messiah of the
downtrodden - a leader who converted centuries
of oppression into a movement for dignity and
power. His unique combination of organizational
discipline, ideological conviction, and
political pragmatism made him one of the most
consequential leaders of post-independence India.

His journey - from BAMCEF to DS4 to BSP -
is not just a story of political innovation but
also a reminder that true democracy lies in the
empowerment of the marginalized.

As India continues to grapple with caste, inequality,
and exclusion, Kanshi Ram’s life and message
remain profoundly relevant. His clarion call echoes
even today:

“Political power is the master key.”

(Ravindra Ram, Editorial Board, OBC Voice)

Congress seeks law for quota in private colleges

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Narendra Modi-led go-
vernment must bring in a
law in the next session of
Parliament to implement
Article 15(5) of the Consti-
tution, which provides for
reservation to the Sche-
duled Castes, the Sche-
duled Tribes, and the Oth-
er backward classes in all
academic institutions, in-
cluding those which are
privately owned, the Con-
gress said on Friday.

G]E]E(VOICE e October 2025

Adivasi Congress chief
Vikrant Bhuria, the party’s
OBC department head Anil
Jaihind, and SC depart-
ment head Rajendra Pal
Gautam cited a parliamen-
tary committee report to
argue that students from
disadvantaged communi-
ties are underrepresented
in private universities, with
only 0.89% of their stu-
dents from SC communi-
ties, 0.53% from Scheduled
Tribes, and 11.16% from
OBC communities.

The Parliamentary

Standing Committee on
Education’s report to Par-
liament on August 20 un-
animously recommended
that the government pass a
law implementing Article
15(5) of the Constitution.

“The Congress, there-
fore, once again demands
that the Modi government
take the recommendation
and introduce a law imple-
menting Article 15(5) of the
Constitution in the Winter
Session of Parliament,” a
Congress leader said.

Mr. Gautam said the

number of private educa-
tional institutions in the
country has been continu-
ously increasing, but due
to the non-implementation
of reservation and lack of
money, accessing these in-
stitutions has become chal-
lenging for students from
the SC, ST, and OBC
categories.

Quoting Babasaheb Am-
bedkar on the importance
of reservation and the right
to vote for social equality,
Mr. Bhuria said, “But the
people of the BJP are steal-

ing both the right to vote
and reservation. This is a
conspiracy, under which
government educational
institutions are being gra-
dually closed first, and
then the entire education
system is being handed ov-
er to private hands.”
“Narendra Modi claims
to be an OBC, but the OBC
community has suffered
more in these 11 years than
ever before. Since 2017,
Modi has not even been
able to revise the creamy
layer,” Mr. Jaihind said.

(The Hindu 06.09.2025)




PROPORTIONAL
REPRESENTATION IS THE
ONLY SOLUTION

- G.KARUNANIDHI
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MARATHA QUOTA ROW: CONCERN OF OBC
LEADERS

The over Maratha reservation
in Maharashtra has escalated due to a recent

government resolution (GR) allowing Marathas,
with documentary proof of Kunbi lineage, to access
OBC benefits. OBC leaders, specifically Minister
Chhagan Bhujbal, have strongly objected, warning
that this move could dilute OBC reservations, create
administrative chaos, and defy legal precedents.
Bhujbal argues that vague terms in the GR and
reliance on affidavits might create multiple classes
of reservations, raising fears of inter-community
tension. The government maintains that the move

controversy

< both Cabinet meetin and ag "
c:;)rdance with law and no injus

— n Bhjbal said OB e
Minister ChhaB2 és:éil ended his five-day agitation- A

{S;
hreaten protestss

g;

f illegally
e government O
g;lraft‘mg 0BC berfeﬁts tev
Marathas byPassw\x)g reE
peated rejections OY e
Supreme Cougt :mdBack-
entral and tate B
%va:d Classes commtsmons.t
“This is contempt of ccnn;1 .
and a threat 10 the res;rvke
fion gystem,” Mr. da\'i—
said, urging Ochzr;n d
mukt Jati and S
Tribes communities tttn[;
wynite and take to
S“el—‘li::saiso alleged that €
nior politica] figures, ;?1
cluding Shara:ii ;i\;{’zil*ar's
riya Sule, an it :
glIL‘iAs, supponed Mr. t]?o
range-Patil’s mcver’;’len

o

C l;adem have doubts over who

Hyderabad

At antad 0TIl

tained in the e em.  rangePadls TETE

is legal and no injustice will occur, but OBC activists
are prepared to protest or move to court.

The two documents

highlight the ongoing
controversy and

legal-political struggle over
granting Maratha reservation under the OBC (Other
Backward Classes) category in Maharashtra. They
focus on concerns raised by OBC leaders, especially
Minister Chhagan Bhujbal, regarding a recent

government resolution (GR) and its implications
for the reservation system.

Summary of the Documents

Maharashtra Cabinet Minister and OBC leader
Chhagan Bhujbal submitted an eight-page letter
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to Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis, expressing
legal concerns about the Maratha quota GR.

¢ Bhujbal objected to the use of affidavits for giving
Kunbi/OBC certificates to Marathas, calling for
withdrawal or clarification of the order.

e He criticized vague terms like “Maratha
community” in the GR and warned that it
could create multiple types of reservations and
administrative confusion.

e The controversy heightened after the
government issued the GR, allowing Marathas to
claim OBC benefits with proof of Kunbi lineage,
following hunger strikes and protest demands.

e Bhujbal and other OBC leaders threaten legal
action and protests, arguing that the move
bypasses prior court and commission rejections
and could harm the existing reservation system
for OBCs.

e The government, represented by Deputy CM
Eknath Shinde, maintains that the decision is
within the law and denies any injustice to other
communities.

Elaboration on the Maratha Reservation Issue

e The Maratha community has long demanded
reservation in government jobs and education,
arguing economic and social disadvantage.

¢ Previous efforts to grant reservation were struck
down by courts for exceeding the mandated
quota caps and lack of "backwardness" criteria
as per legal standards.

e The new GR enables Marathas to use
documentation showing Kunbi (an OBC
sub-caste) ancestry, thus qualifying for OBC
reservation,amove supported by recent protests
and recommendations from state committees.

e OBCleaders fear the dilution of their reservation
benefits and allege that the process of granting

Kunbi certificates to Marathas lacks clear
verification and legal backing.
e There are broader anxieties about the

undermining ofjudicial and regulatory authority,
the legal sanctity of reservation policy, and
possible inter-community tensions arising from
the issue.

Overall, the documents reveal a complex legal and
political battle involving community identities,
reservation entitlements, and the integrity of
the affirmative action system in Maharashtra.
The outcomes of this row could set important
precedents for caste-based reservations in India in
the future.
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Bhujbal writes to CM,
raises concerns about
GR on Maratha quota

Snehal Mutha
MUMBAI

Maharashtra Cabinet Mi-
nister and OBC leader
Chhagan Bhujbal on Tues-
day submitted an eight-
page letter to Chief Minis-
ter Devendra Fadnavis rais-
ing legal concerns about
the Maratha reservation
government  resolution
(GR). On behalf of Samata
Parishad, an OBC organisa-
tion that he heads, he de-
manded that the GR be
withdrawn or cancelled.

Maharashtra Cabinet Minister
Chhagan Bhujbal. FILE PHOTO

Proportional Representation as a Solution

Proportional representation (PR) is proposed by
some as a systemic solution to the reservation
dilemma. Unlike quota-based reservations, PR
ensures that all groups receive a share of legislative
seats or positions proportionate to their actual
population share or vote percentage. Key benefits
of PR include:

Greater fairness: Political or job representation
mirrors the size of each community or interest
group, reducing zero-sum conflicts over quotas.

¢ Reduced tension: By shifting from fixed
quotas to dynamic proportionality, PR may
prevent the inter-group rivalry that current
reservation systems sometimes cause.

e Broader inclusion: PR can represent even
smaller minorities, ensuring that everyone
has a voice, while coalition governments
become more common and diverse
viewpoints are reflected.

In conclusion, while the Maratha reservation
row underlines the shortcomings of India's
current affirmative action system, transitioning
to proportional representation could address
demands for equity and representation more
systematically, reducing conflict and ensuring all
communities are fairly recognized in governance
and opportunities.

(The writer is General Secretary,
AIOBC Employees Federation)




ANOTHER MILESTONE IN OUR
SOCIAL JUSTICE JOURNEY

Formation of Jharkhand State Unit - OBC
Employees Welfare Association

With immense pride and joy, we share a historic
development in our collective journey towards
social justice. The OBC employees of Jharkhand,
after bifurcation from Bihar, felt the need for
an independent State-level Association to
effectively address the aspirations and concerns of
our members.

Accordingly, a meeting was convened on 21st
September 2025 at Ranchi, under the leadership
of Brij Mohan Kumar, where nearly 44 dedicated
OBC activists participated with great enthusiasm.
The gathering, which also marked the celebration
of Social Justice Day on the 147th Birth
Anniversary of Thanthai Periyar, witnessed
inspiring speeches from:

e Umesh Kumar
e Subhash Chandra Panjiyara
* B. D. Mahto

They spoke at length on the role and importance of
our Association. Our All India General Secretary
S. Natarajan joined online and enlightened
members on the need for strengthening the OBC
Employees Welfare Association across the country.
The All India Vice President and Bihar Unit
President Pawan Kumar also joined online,
extending their solidarity and guidance.

The meeting unanimously acknowledged and
appreciated the tireless efforts of Brij Mohan
Kumar in mobilizing OBC employees and creating
awareness in Jharkhand. A landmark decision was
taken to form an Adhoc State Body and also to
establish an OBC EWA Library in the State.

Thus was born the

“Union Bank Backward Classes (OBC) Employees
Welfare Association - Jharkhand Unit”

Newly elected Office Bearers:

¢ President - Prashant Anand (RO Ranchi)

e General Secretary - Brij Mohan Kumar (RO
Ranchi)

e Treasurer - Rakesh Kumar (RO Ranchi -
Chandwa)

e Vice President - Sintu Mathur

¢ Regional Secretary (Ranchi) - Sishir Kumar
(RO Ranchi)

e Regional Secretary (Dhanbad) -
Kumar (RO Dhanbad)

This is truly another feather in our cap,
strengthening the All India Body in its mission
to protect and promote the rights of OBC
employees of Union Bank of India and the wider
OBC community.

We wholeheartedly thank all our OBC members in
Jharkhand for coming forward, standing united,
and becoming part of this larger social movement.

We warmly congratulate the newly elected team of
Office Bearers, led by Brij Mohan Kumar, Prasant
Anand and Rahul Kumar for their sincere efforts
and teamwork in bringing this vision to life.

Let us march ahead with renewed determination
to serve society better and uphold the values of
equity, justice, and empowerment.

- G.Karunanidhi
President, All India Union Bank OBC Employees
Welfare Association

Deepak
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During 1973, Tamil Nadu was under the rule of the
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK) and the Chief
Minister was Kalaignar M.Karunanidhi, the father of the
present Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, Thiru M.K.Stalin.
Some toxic forces were involved in anti-social activities
disrupting the smooth governance in the State. Thanthai
Periyar condemned such mischief mongers through his
public speeches on 29th May 1973 in Pondicherry and
on 30th May 1973 at Villianur and Mudaliarpet in the
suburbs of Pondicherry.

Excerpts from his speech are as follows:

Dear cadres and my well-wishers, my speech today
would revolve around the undesirable disturbances
caused to the present Government in Tamil Nadu. I
severely condemn the unruly elements concerned. We
have after a long time an able rule that has been doing
much for the welfare of people. The grievances are
getting gradually redressed. Hence, protests against the
government is not justified in my opinion.

Dawn after Dusk

Compare this day with the dark past. We have advanced
to a great extent. Brahmin domination has almost
vanished. All the ministers in the State Assembly are
non-brahmins. All are Tamils. Not even one brahmin is
in the ministry. Is this not a marvellous achievement for
us? l would call it a Tamil Assembly. After the fall of dusk
we now see the break of dawn, don’t we?

In Madras High Court out of 18 judges 16 are non-
brahmins. Very soon we shall find all the 18 as non-
brahmins. Is this not a sign of progress? When was there
such a strength of non-brahmins in the past history of
our High Court? Non-brahmins suffered for years as
peons and punkah pullers for the British. All the high
posts and positions were monopolised by brahmins.
There is a drastic change today. We find non-brahmins
in large numbers in almost all the departments. You
should all be grateful to the present Government for this

THOUGHTS OF PERIYAR:

LIVING
DIGNIFIED

SRR & f9ar:
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amazing development. I would call the opponents anti-
Tamil citizens.

The ploy of the rivals

Today we find atrocious riots taking place everywhere,
under the garb of politics. Dignified people are baffled
by the violence all around them. Hooliganism is on the
rise. Public property get set on fire by the anti-social
ruffians. Democracy is under threat. What is the sign of
true democracy? 49 persons obeying the majority 51
is a sign of democracy in my opinion. This government
has been formed by the mandate of the majority. People
who were defeated are instigating ruffians to commit
atrocities. The others who expected undue favours and
faced disappointments have also joined the rioters.
Infact there are a few black sheep who grabbed posts
and positions, betraying today the government quite
ungratefully. The ploys of all these rivals are sure to fail
miserably. Truth and justice would triumph ultimately.

The miscreants trying to topple the present government
should state valid reasons for their dissatisfaction.
Why don’t these people come out with reasonable
charges? Should they not justify their opposition?
Inexplicable protests would only mean a punishable
crime. Destroying public property is an unpardonable
offence. Buses meant for public conveyance and comfort
are being burnt in many places. There is nothing wrong
in calling hooligans anti-people. [ am shocked to find our
people watching all the atrocities as silent spectators.
Should they not prevent hooliganism by collective
efforts? How could you people remain so insensitive?
We are all jointly responsible, aren’t we? I am sure, this
government can never be toppled by such riots and
unjust protests.

Blame it on yourself

As per the Hindu religion, there are only two segments -
one is “brahmins” and the other is ‘Sudhras’. Hence, all of
you who are not “brahmins” are termed “Sudhras”. Some
of you may ask me - “Why should we be called ‘Sudhras’?
This is my answer. When you enter temples, brahmins
do not stop you at any spot. You stop on your own. You
willingly belittle yourself and expose yourselves as
“Sudhras”. It is a self-imposed denigration. Why do you
stop at a point as if you have suffered an electric shock?
Why don’t you barge into the sanctum-sanctorum? That
is because you think you would pollute the sanctum
sanctorum by stepping on it. You stand at a distance and
worship, staring at idols like an ape. You imagine causing
impurity. The fault lies in you. As long as you willingly
remain isolated, you would be belittled as ‘Sudhras’ and
brushed aside as subservient to brahmins.

You should discard the Hindu religion that has termed
you ‘Sudhras’. You should avoid temple entry and
worshipping idols of non-existent gods and goddesses.
Until you change, you can never become dignified.
Blaming it on brahmins is of no use. I would say, you
must wake up and realise your own pitiable condition.

Birthday celebrations

We have seen fanatics celebrating the birthdays of gods
and goddesses who never existed. They used to say that
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gods are not subject to birth or death but they also tell us
their birth stars and allocate various auspicious date and
time of their birth. Does it make any sense? These crazy
people indulge in various festivals to celebrate the birth
of these gods and goddesses. Later, birthdays of saints
and sages were also celebrated with religious fervour -
Alwars and Nayanmars for example. All these activities
of fake belief were intended to make our people gullible
and superstitious.

In the recent past, birthdays of eminent stalwarts were
celebrated as a great relief. My birthday, and the birthday
of Gandhi, Kamaraj and Anna are being celebrated as
a welcome change. These celebrations are also meant
to propagate their principles and policies. I permit the
celebration of my birthday because my principles and
my thought get spread under that pretext. As my well-
wishers you people donate in cash and kind as tokens
of your love, regard and respect for me. I accept them
as birthday gifts to reciprocate your love towards me. I
allow my cadres to celebrate my birthday because they
propagate the objectives of my movements. I honour
their sentiments in return.

We are not politicians

I want you well-wishers to understand us much more
clearly. We are not among the crowd of politicians
longing for posts and positions. We do not care for
electoral benefits. Infact, none of us would ever contest
elections. Our vision and mission are public welfare
and progress. Seeking votes and winning elections are
not our tasks. We have made it our staunch policy not
to be desirous of any post or coveted position. Ours is a
people’s movement.

We do not exist as sycophants flattering any particular
political party. We shall always extend our support to
good rulers and we shall also turn against them if we
find maladministration and misuse of powers. We act at
all times in a disinterested manner without prejudice.
We are ready to patronise anyone who is on the same
wave length of our thought and ideology. Our aim is to
eradicate social evils and strive for the upliftment of
downtrodden people in society. We are selfless public
servants. Our objective is uprooting toxic shrubs and
thereby purging and cleansing our society. We strive
to form a casteless world and remove the stigma of
“Sudhras”. We shall fight for ever to curb all sorts of birth
based disparities. I urge upon you all to understand who
we really are.

We are silencers

Yes, we have silenced arrogant brahmins to a great
extent. Today they dare not ridicule us as they once did
in the past. For the past 2000 years none has done what
we have done so far. Infact some worse elements had
come and vanished. Long ago there were separate places
for non-brahmins in hotels, schools and public places.
Non-brahmins had separate water containers too. Our
struggles eradicated them all. Brahmin domination
has been almost crushed but the painful truth is that
the stigma of “Sudhras” still remains on non-brahmins.
When would this get erased?
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Religion, god and temples

Life would go on as usual even if religions, gods and
temples do not exist. They are not at all indispensable.
Unless you people discard them, social transformation
cannot take place even for another hundred years.
Our speech and shriek cannot bring about the desired
change. Discarding religion, god and temples would not
affect us under any circumstance.

Let us be inspired by Russia. Religion, god and temples
do not exist there. Little children would ask us - “God?
Who?” - because Russians enjoy an egalitarian society.
They do not have two classes like “haves” and “have-
nots”. People lead a dignified life there because there
are no discriminations. No one is considered superior
or inferior to anyone in Russia. The advancement of
Russians was caused by this widespread rationalist
attitude. Almost all the world countries have progressed
through learning, intellect and unfathomable knowledge
but we are still existing like barbarians. Our minds
operate on the lowest level of intellect. It is high time we
woke up and vitalised ourselves.

Resist humiliation

Fanatic brahmins had been ridiculing “Sudhras”
as illegitimate entities but none dared to resist the
humiliation. My only regret today is that [ have not been
able to erase that stigma, but all hope is not lost. Our
movement would continue its fight. There would be no
‘Sudhras’ in the world to come if you people ignite the
fire of rebellion from the sparks of my speech.

Strengthen the arms of the present Government of Tamil
Nadu and reap the harvest of future benefits. Lead a life
of self-respect and dignity. Stay away from communal
fanaticism and irrationalism. Do not belittle yourselves
willingly. Think deeply over all that [ have said so far and
absorb my thought if it seems acceptable. Think freely
and arrive at conclusions.

Source: ‘Viduthalai’ — 12th June 1973
Translated by : M.R. Manohar
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(from April 2024 onwards)
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required.
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The 18th Annual Conference and General Body Meeting of the All India Indian
Overseas Bank OBC Employees Welfare Association was held at Chennai on
7th September 2025 in coordination of General Secretary A.Rajasekaran.
Speakers: Kavignar Kali Poongundran, Vice President, Dravidar Kazhagam,
T.K.S.Elangovan, Ex.M.P., PWilson, M.P., G.Karunanidhi, Gen Secretary, AIOBC
Employees Federation, V.Kumaresan, Treasurer, DK and Ex IOBIAN, Advocate
Vaeyuru Tholibangan participated and delivered Special address. Members
from other districts and States attended the function.
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