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4TH STATE CONFERENCE & 25TH YEAR - SILVER JUBILEE CELEBRATION OF UNION
BANK OBC ASSOCIATION — UP STATE HELD AT VARANASI - 9.9.2023

Respected Shri.Bhushan Bhuvan Kamal, Hon’ble Member of National Commission for
Backward Classes addressed the functlon as Chief Guest
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RESERVATION BILL!
INCLUDE OBC QUOTA

The Women’s Reservation Bill, was unanimously passed in both the
Houses of Parliament. The Constitution (One Hundred and Twenty
Eighth Amendment) Bill, 2023, seeks to provide a 33% reservation to
women in the Lok Sabha and State Assemblies. However, the quota can
come into force only by 2029, which is also not certain, since it has to
be implemented after the delimitation of constituencies that will be
conducted only after the next census, which is likely to be held after the
2024 general elections. The last delimitation exercise started in 2002
ended in 2008, after a gap of six years.

Meanwhile, leaders of political parties including Congress President
Sonia Gandhi and MP Rahul Gandhi extended their support to the
Women's Reservation Bill adding that the measure was "incomplete” as
it lacks quota for Other Backward Classes (OBC).

Senior BJP leader Uma Bharti said she was disappointed that the bill
reserving 33 per cent seats for women in the Lok Sabha and state
assemblies does not carve out a quota for women from the Other
Backward Classes (OBCs). In a letter to Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
Uma Bharti demanded that half the seats in the women's quota be
reserved for SC/STs and OBCs, and that the backward class women from
the Muslim community should also get a benefit.

Among 131 reserved seats for SC/STs in current Lok Sabha (84- SCs, 47-
STs), only 20 are women- a staggering 15.2%. As the OBCs don’t have
any reservations either in the Parliament or in the state assemblies,
their representation is dismal. Against this backdrop, now that the
Women’s Reservation Bill has been passed in Parliament promising
33% reservation to the women, the debates over the representation of
marginalised women from OBCs have again taken the political centre
stage.

The debate over representation of OBC women has always been pitted
against feminist concerns of the upper caste women. A renowned
scholar of caste, Gail Omvedt in 2000 while writing about the conflict
between feminist interest and OBC reservation noted how “it seemed to
set (mainly upper caste) feminists against (mainly male) OBC leaders.”

Explaining his opposition to the Bill, Congress leader and former Union
Finance Minister P Chidambaram wrote on X, (Twitter), “The date of the
next Census is indeterminate. The date of the next Delimitation is also
indeterminate (and perhaps controversial). The Women’s Reservation
is dependent on two indeterminate dates. Can there be a greater jumla?
The women’s reservation can be implemented immediately on the basis
of the updated Voters lists.”

However, as both the Houses of Parliament have passed the Bill, the
question of marginalised women'’s voices remains unattended. When
will the subalterns speak? m
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5.2.1 Stage 1: Verification at Gram Panchayat or ULB level

The first step of screening for the artisans and
craftspeople registered under PM Vishwakarma will be
through the head of Gram Panchayat/ Chairman of Village
Council or Executive Head/ Administrator of the Urban
Local Body. The Head of Panchayat can use services of
Gram Sevak/Panchayat Secretary in screening and verifying
the details provided by the beneficiaries. The Head of Gram
Panchayat will also ascertain that the beneficiary has been
traditionally engaged in the trade on self-employment
basis. The verification shall include screening of family
details mentioned by the beneficiary to ensure that only one
eligible person is covered from a family. The same shall
be applicable for the Executive Head in ULB. The details
collected by VLES will be certified by the Head of Gram
Panchayat in the villages or the Executive Head of ULBS.
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Denial of reservation benefits
anti-Constitutional !

- Vaeyurutholibangan

rticle 17 of the constitution of India says,
A"Untouchability’ is abolished and its practice

in any form is forbidden. The enforcement of
any disability arising out of "Untouchability” shall be
an offence punishable in accordance with law.” Thus,
according to the Constitution, untouchability had been
abolished on 26.01.1950 itself. Consequently the people
who were suffering from untouchability until then are
not de jure suffering from that menace from January
1950.

Now, the people who are shown as belonging to
Scheduled Castes are those who had faced extreme
difficulties in social, educational and economic fields
because of the traditional practice of untouchability
against them by the rest of the society. That refers only to
the past practice of untouchability. No one can practice
untouchability against them now, because its practice
in any form - repeat, any form - had been forbidden on
26.01.1950.




Reservation was because of the past history

The benefits of reservation to the Scheduled Castes
people were extended in 1950 on the legally valid
premise that they were the people who had, earlier,
faced the problem of untouchability. The implication is
that the generation of 1950s and the later era, among
the people belonging to the Scheduled Castes, suffered
from the ill-effects of untouchability practiced, not
against them, but against their ancestors for millennia.

In Belgium, the Walloons had subjugated and exploited
the Flemish for centuries. There was revolution by
the Flemins which resulted, in 1832 AD, in the finest
Constitutional arrangement against such exploitation.
Yet, even in 1972 (i.e., 140 years later), the ill-effects of
that subjugation continued and the advertisement for
recruitment of managers would get published in French
Newspapers while the advertisement for vacancies
of labourers and menial jobs would appear in Dutch
newspapers.

It would thus become clear that the reservation benefits
extended to the people belonging to the SC category
by the Constitution in 1950 was extended to them, not
because they were facing the problem of untouchability,
but because their ancestors faced the problem of
untouchability but whose evil effects continued to be felt
by them, the subsequent generations.

Forced retention and continued
humiliation

Yet, the central bureaucrats conspire to deny the
freedom of conscience to the post-1950 generation of
the people belonging to the SC category, their freedom
of conscience to practice any religion. They want them
to remain within the Hindu fold to avail themselves of
the benefits of reservation, while facing all the ignominy
heaped upon them through the Varna system based
on the Srutis, Smritis, etc., That is a real blackmail to
keep them subjugated forever under the Varna tyranny.
Hon’ble Supreme Court has, in E.V. Chinnaiah Vs. State of
A.P, observed on 05.11.2004, “Scheduled Caste, however,
is not a caste in terms of its definition as contained
in Article 366(24) of the Constitution of India. They
are brought within the purview of the said category
by reason of their abysmal backwardness. Scheduled
Caste consists of not only the people who belong to
some backward caste but also race or tribe or part of
or groups within castes, races or tribes. They are not
merely backward but the backward most. A person even
does not cease to be a Scheduled Caste automatically
even on his conversion to another religion. (See Punit
Raj v. Dinesh Chaudhary and State of Kerala and Anr.
v. Chandramohanan)” Nowhere does the Constitution
prohibit benefits of reservation to the people belonging
to the SC category.

Vested interest of the upper caste
bureaucracy at Delhi

Itis only the interpretation of a few bureaucrats and their
mischievous counter affidavits on behalf of the State that

@BB,VOICE « October 2023

resulted in some other misconceived judgments, which
necessitate reconsideration invoking the Doctrine of Sub-
Silentio, in the light of the facts narrated supra and the
text of the Constitution. “Gandhi’s last political mileage
is that in a free society political parties must be inspired
by the ideal that politics is a form of public service rather
than a means of dominating fellow citizens” - Page 191 -
M.K. Gandhi: Hind Swaraj and other writings - Anthony .
Parel - Cambridge University Press. But the upper caste
dominated bureaucracy of the Delhi Durbar has been
habitual in twisting facts and figures in every case and
before every forum to ensure the perpetuation of its
domination.

In the context, it would be worth-recalling an incident
in which the magnanimous but innocent leaders
representing Christian interests were cheated by
Vallabhbhai Patel, during the pre-independence era.

John and Patel

Dr.VK. John was an MLC from Kodaikanal in the year
1946. Constitution of the nation was in the process of
formulation. He was writing to the Congress leader
Vallabhbhai Patel on 07.12.1946, conveying the general
impression of the Christian community that it did not
want separate electorates. Patel was happy and was
sending a patronising reply. But when the same John
wanted certain monetary benefits extended to the
people of the Scheduled category to be extended to the
people who belonged to that category but got themselves
converted to Christianity later, Patel was talking like the
present day Sanghi fundamentalists. The details are:

VK. John writes to Patel on 07.12.1946. He says Indian
Christian community should not ask for separate
electorates or even joint electorates with reservation
but ought to sink its identity with general electorate.
He says his opinion is shared by large section of the
Christian community, especially youngsters.

He says he spoke about it in a meeting to felicitate a
member, Rev. Jerome D’Souza elected to the Constituent
Assembly. He forwards a copy of the paper cutting from
the Hindu. His argument was that the Indian Christian
Community should never cast a shadow between the
country and its freedom. There were no large conflicts
between the interests of the Christian community and
the interests of the nation but if there was any he was
sure all would like that the communal interest would be
subordinated to the national interest.

He believed that they must take a long-range view of the
problem and even if power was transferred to a major
community, the minority rights would be guaranteed in
the interests of the majority community itself. He said
that Christians did not want either separate electorates
or reservation of seats with joint electorate.

Patel approbates John

Patel was obviously pleased with the letter of John that
he sent on 16.12.1946 a very accommodating letter. He
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said, “After all the change of faith is a matter of one’s
conscience, and it has nothing to do with the political or
economic condition of the country. Separate electorate
given to the Muslims has done irreparable damage to
the cause of India: this was done deliberately as a policy
of divide-and-rule, and we are paying dearly a price for
this act of mischief. Let us hope that all communities will
realise in course of time that it is more in the interest
of the country and of the community as a whole to fall
in line with the general national regeneration of the
country as a whole”.

A week later, on 22.12.1946, John writes to Patel that it
is not fair to exclude Indian Christians who are converts
from Harijans from the benefit of public funds set apart
for the advancement of Harijans. The grant is made for
their advancement on account of economic condition,
and not on account of their creed. Why should there be
discrimination against a person on account of change
of faith, which you have rightly pointed out is a matter
of one’s conscience? I hope the Congress Ministries will
not give the slightest room for complaint that there is
discrimination against a person on account of his creed.

Patel reprobates John

Patel was not pleased with this letter of John. He replies,
vide his letter dated 28.12.1946: “ | am afraid there is
some misunderstanding about this matter. [ do not think
that the Madras Government has the slightest idea of
discrimination. The object, I believe, is the removal of
untouchability by taking measures with government
aid to uplift the downtrodden classes of people known
as Harijans. Perhaps through the efforts of Christian
missionaries, the Indian Christians are a little more
advanced or better off than the Harijans. Besides, the
Indians Christians are not suffering from the curse
of untouchability, and therefore those who are in the
lowest layer of society attract the sympathy of the
Government first. It is in this sense that the problem
has to be viewed and therefore I understand that no
discrimination is meant. ...If Indian Christians require
any special assistance from the Government of Madras,
it may be claimed independently without questioning
the right of the suppressed Harijans.” (Page 53- Sardar
Patel’s Correspondence - Vol. 3)

“Fair share” promise thrown to the
winds

The Congress had in its Bombay Working Committee
Meeting held in July 1931 passed a resolution that
“Appointments shall be made by non-party Public Service
Commissions ... the principle of equal opportunity
to all communities for a fair share in public services
of the country” ( Page 127 - A Collection of Congress
Resolutions from 1885 - 1934 and Other Important
Documents - D.Chakraborthy & C. Bhattacharyya - The
Book Company Ltd. College Square, Calcutta). But that
resolution has been buried and forgotten by the post-
Independent India. The oppressors are not talking of
‘share’ as promised but of ‘reservation’ which they want
to dilute through the newly invented improper phrases
like ‘creamy layer’ for OBCs as well as SCs and STs. The
gullible oppressed people continue to remain cheated
till date.

Chanakya had ordained, “Whoever is rising in power
may break the agreement of peace”. An entire chapter
titled,” Making peace and Breaking it”, has been devoted
by him to teach various methods of such treachery.
(Page 347 - Chapter XVII —- Book VII - Arthasastra - R.
Shamasastry). His ardent followers at the power centres
in New Delhi actin accordance with those directions two
thousand years later too.

The oppressors made all the lofty promises to the
suppressed classes during the freedom struggle, on
proper share in the governance of the nation, post-
independence. But they, coolly, broke all those promises
after the independence was obtained with the help of
the OBCs, SCs and the STs. Introduction of the concept of
50% ceiling, the concept of Creamy Layer and the denial
of reservation to converts are not on the basis of the
Constitution but by transgressing beyond the purview
of the Constitution. The OBCs, SCs and STs should fight
for their legitimate and proportionate share in public
services, mainly at the top. And, they have the right to
follow any religion, as they please, without its having
any adverse effect on their benefits of ‘reservation’ or
‘share’ or ‘representation’, which were the result of the
social injustice caused to their ancestors in the past.

The OBCs, SCs and STs should wake up to the reality
and ensure that they get their ‘share’ in the governance
of the nation, through proportionate representation in
services at the top level posts in all the departments and
usher in real democracy in India. B
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WILL CONDUCT CASTE CENSUS, IF VOTED TO POWER, RAHUL

The Congress leader demands immediate implementation of the women’s reservation
bill without waiting for census, delimitation; vows to conduct a fresh caste census if his
party comes to power:

The Congress “regrets” that the United Progressive Alliance (UPA) government did not pass
its Women'’s Reservation Bill in 2010 by including a quota for women from other backward
classes (OBCs), former party chief Rahul Gandhi said on September 22, even as he asserted
that his party would successfully carry out a caste-based census if it comes to power.

INCLUDE OBC QUOTA IN WOMEN RESERVATION BILL, OPPOSITION PARTIES

Backing the Constitution (One Hundred and Twenty-Sixth Amendment) Bill, 2023, seeking to provide 33 per cent
reservation for women in Lok Sabha and state Assemblies, Opposition parties demanded that the government
implement the proposed legislation “immediately”, and conduct a caste census to extend the benefits of this law to
women belonging to Other Backward Classes (OBCs).

Thanthai Periyar's 145" Birthday Celebrations
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California caste law controversy:
The model minority

myth needs caste blindness

- Prof. Ajantha Subramanian

AJANTHA SUBRAMANIAN

L TRl

In February, 2023 Seattle became the first American city to ban caste discrimination.
American colleges and universities have also witnessed mobilisation
to make caste a new “protected category”.

shifting demographics of Indians in America and

political entanglements of homeland and diaspora
California is poised to be the first US state to ban caste
discrimination. On September 5, the State Senate passed
Senate Bill 403. It now goes to the Governor, who must
decide whether to sign itinto law. The push to pass SB403
follows several other successes by opponents of caste
inequity. In February, Seattle became the first American
city to ban caste discrimination. American colleges and
universities have also witnessed mobilisation to make
caste a new “protected category”.

Debate over California anti-caste bill reflects

This new visibility extends the tensions of caste from the
subcontinent to the diaspora. A vocal anti-caste coalition

pushing to recognise and address caste discrimination
has run into a backlash that labels the campaign
“Hinduphobic”. This rising confrontation reflects both
the shifting demographics of Indians in America, and
the continuing political entanglements of homeland and
diaspora.

The Indian American population is now the most highly
educated and affluent group in the US, what some have
called “the other one percent.” The biggest increases
in Indian migration to the United States followed the
1965 US Immigration Act and the 1990s Information
Technology boom. Approximately 60 per cent of the
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current Indian American population came after 2000,
mostly to work in tech. Indian migrants represent a small
slice of the homeland population that has benefited from
caste inheritances, especially access to higher education.
A 2016 study found that 68 per cent of Indians in the
US have a college degree, as compared to 7.8 per cent
of Indians in India and 20 per cent of the US population.

Until recently, that meant an absence of the kinds
of democratic challenges that we see in India. The
invisibility of caste and hypervisibility of race in the
American public sphere allowed Indian Americans to
frame their economic and professional achievements
as self-made successes unrelated to caste. From the
1990s, Indian engineer-entrepreneurs in Silicon Valley
spearheaded projects of image-making that perpetuate
two linked myths — of themselves as a model minority,
and of America as a land of opportunity. In this
preferred narrative of humble, middle-class origins,
histories of caste are strikingly absent. By disavowing
education as a lucrative, mobile form of caste capital, it
reframes inherited privilege as middle-class merit, and
parlays racial minority status into a fable of hard work
and innate talent.

Those resisting the introduction of caste as a protected
category in US anti-discrimination law generally offer
two arguments. First, it would force Indian Americans
who left caste behind in the homeland to think of
themselves in caste terms. This claim to castelessness
disregards caste’s underlying role in reproducing
collective advantages and disadvantages, instead
reducing it to individual sentiment and interpersonal
animus. Moreover, it sidesteps the proliferation of
caste-based civil society organisations and role of
caste networks in shaping university and corporate
recruitment in the US. That caste is alive and well in the
diaspora has become more difficult to deny after a high-
profile caste discrimination case against Cisco Systems
in 2020, followed by a public statement by 30 Dalit
women engineers, and testimonies at public hearings on
caste protections.

For many second-generation Indian Americans, such
events shed new light on how caste underwrites
their family histories of education, employment and
migration, a dawning consciousness of inherited
privilege that disrupts the narrative of India as a land
of adversity that their parents fled before succeeding in
the US. For the migrant generation, conversely, the claim
to castelessness has deep transnational roots, drawing
from the strident opposition to reservations in India.
In voicing the fear that legal measures against caste
discrimination form a slippery slope to quotas, Indian
immigrants transpose a misplaced sense of victimhood
directly from India to the US.

The second argument against caste protections —
that they are “Hinduphobic” — expresses a seemingly

legitimate fear of religious minority discrimination in the
US. The rhetoric, however, far outweighs actual examples
of such discrimination. Instead, the perplexing equation
between legislation to prevent caste discrimination and
“Hinduphobia” makes sense only when we consider
a longer history of mobilisation by groups with ties to
Indian Hindutva formations.

The 2005 controversy around California textbooks
offers a telling example. The Vedic Foundation and
Hindu Education Foundation complained to the
California Curriculum Commission that sixth grade
history textbooks, which included caste oppression in
their account of Hinduism, were “neocolonial” efforts
to denigrate a US minority religion. Transnational
resonances with the rise of Hindu nationalism in India
are striking — after all, the BJP’s Ram Janmabhoomi
movement emerged largely to counter the threat of the
Mandal Commission. In mobilising a narrative of Hindu
victimisation at the hands of Muslims, the movement
shifted attention away from caste hierarchies within
Hinduism. This strategy, of pitting Mandir against
Mandal, or religion against caste, finds an echo in Indian
American attempts to pit “Hinduphobia” against the
recognition of caste discrimination.

The affinity between minority claims in the US and
a majoritarian movement in India might appear
contradictory. But while some Indian Americans do make
common cause with minorities in India, many others
have become avid backers of Hindu nationalism. Indian
American support for Hindutva expresses forms of
caste entitlement carried over from India. As with other
long-distance nationalisms, it also expresses the desire
for a country where they are an unchallenged majority.
Paradoxically, the experience of being a minority in
the United States feeds the appetite for majoritarian
nationalism in India.

Clearly, the model minority myth that so many
Indian Americans propagate requires shutting down
conversations about caste. The sustained efforts of anti-
caste activists keep them alive. As I write, activists are
staging a hunger strike in support of SB 403. The three
lead strikers — Nirmal Singh from California’s Sikh
Ravidassia community; Thenmozhi Soundararajan, the
executive director of the Dalit civil rights organisation,
Equality Labs; and Sana Qutbuddin, director of
Advocacy of the Indian American Muslim Council —
together embody a spirit of coalition-building. In turn,
these diasporic activists offer a model of emancipatory
solidarities that may well resonate for progressive
politics in the homeland.

The writer is Professor of Anthropology at The Graduate
Center of the City University of New York

(Courtesy:INDIAN EXPRESS 13.9.2023)
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Proportional representation

and reservations for

SC/ST/OBCs should be explored

(Speech by Hon’ble Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu Thiru.M.K.Stalin
at the 2nd National Conference of All India Federation

for Social Justice held on 19.9.2023)

am honoured to participate in the second conference of the All India
IFederation for Social Justice and to address you. This meeting follows

our inaugural conference held on 3rd of April. I am deeply committed to
engaging in discussions about social justice wherever and whenever they
take place.

Social justice, secular politics, socialism, equality, state autonomy and
federalism are the building blocks of a strong and equitable India. The Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK) is actively working to promote these ideals at
the national level, with a significant emphasis on the All India Federation for
Social Justice, which is a vital initiative in this regard.

Mr. Wilson, a member of the Council of States (Rajya Sabha) and a senior
lawyer, has devoted himself to coordinating this effort on behalf of the DMK.
He has formed and continues to navigate this association, not considering
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it as another job given to him, but
as his life's duty. I commend him,
and I am grateful to all the political
leaders who have accepted our
invitation and are participating in
this conference.

For DMK, social justice is at the
core of our movement, and it is the
very reason for our inception and
existence. The Dravidian movement
was born with the mission of
creating a society founded on social
justice and egalitarian principles.
In 1916, the South Indian Liberal
Foundation, also known as the
Justice Party, was established to
champion social justice.

During the Justice Party's rule in
Madras province in 1922, Chief
Minister Panagal Raja issued the
Communal G.O. which continues
to influence Tamil Nadu to this day.
Tamil Nadu also inspired other
states in India to follow suit.

In fact, the protests in Tamil Nadu
led to the first amendment of
the Indian Constitution. Article
15(4) of the Constitution states
that "The state is permitted to
make any special provision for the
advancement of any socially and
educationally backward classes
of citizens or for the scheduled
castes and scheduled tribes.” This
amendment was prompted by
the "happenings in Madras," as
stated by Prime Minister Nehru
in Parliament. The constitutional
definition of social justice revolves
around the term "socially and
educationally backward."

Article 340 of the
Constitution empowers the
government to establish the
Backward Classes Commission,
focusing on  "socially and
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educationally" backward classes for affirmative actions,
which was reiterated in an amendment. Essentially,
the Constitution emphasises that reservation, a key
component of social justice, should be granted to those
who are socially and educationally backward.

Following this, our leader, Kalaignar, echoed the call
for social justice across India. The Conference of Uttar
Pradesh SC-ST people was held in 1973 in Allahabad.
Kalaignartookpartinit. Atthe end ofhisspeech, Kalaignar
mentioned that “I request the Union Government to
keep in mind two initiatives for the Scheduled Castes
and Backward Communities. Vacancies reserved for
Scheduled Castes in Union Government employment
should be properly filled up. Similarly, in the jobs of the
Union Government - from now on, a particular percent
should be reserved for the OBCs. The Union Government
should do that immediately."

This call led to the formation of the Mandal Commission
in 1978 to study the status of the OBCs.Although BP
Mandal gave his report in 1980, it was not implemented.

It was Kalaignar who persuaded Prime Minister VP
Singh to implement the recommendations of the Mandal
Commission in 1990. He even passed a resolution for
this in the Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly.

Due to this historic step, Backward class people got 27
percent reservation in Union Government’'s education
institutions and jobs. It was for this reason that VP Singh
gave social justice to the backward people, VP Singh's
rule was toppled by BJP then. I want to remind you of
this act by BJP.

Despite our ongoing fight for social justice, the biggest
obstacles have come from the BJP. They do notimplement
social justice measures properly. BJP has failed to fully
implement the 27 percent quota for backward classes in
Union government departments during their nine-year
rule. It is evident that BJP is not committed to uplifting
the poor, backward, scheduled castes, and tribal
communities. That is why they consistently oppose
social justice measures.

Suddenly, RSS Chief Mohan Bhagwat has expressed
support for reservation. We must question where the
RSS was, when the BJP toppled the VP Singh government,
which had granted social justice to the backward classes.
Was it not the same RSS that operated BJP from behind?
Mohan Bhagwat's recent support is politically motivated,
aimed at gaining favour during upcoming parliamentary
elections, rather than reflecting genuine concern.

If the BJP truly cares about social justice, they should
have fully implemented the 27 percent reservation in
Union government positions over the past nine years.
Ideally, they should fill all vacancies in Union Government
offices based on social justice principles. Will they come
forward to do it?

Social justice is not limited to one state; it is a concern
for all states, particularly when the BJP is in power.
Caste-class metrics may vary from state to state. For
example, in Tamil Nadu, 69 percent reservation is in
progress. Similarly, even though the reservation differs
in each state, the problem remains the same. That is
neglect. Wherever there is neglect - marginalisation -
untouchability - slavery - injustice, Social justice serves
as the remedy for these societal ills.
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We must ensure that reservation for Scheduled Tribes is
properly implemented, as well as for Backward and Most
Backward Communities, with nationwide monitoring
and community-wise assessments. After DMK came
to power, we established the SC-ST Commission and a
Social Justice Monitoring Committee in Tamil Nadu.
This committee will ensure the proper implementation
of social justice criteria in education, employment,
promotions, and appointments. It will guide and
implement the same.

If not done properly, the committee will make
recommendations to the state to take appropriate action.

Similar committees should be established in all states
and at the national level. Together, we should work
towards the resolutions set forth in this conference:

@ The Union Governmentshould amend the Constitution
to mandate reservation for Scheduled Castes, Scheduled
Tribes, OBCs, women, and minorities in appointments to
the posts of Supreme Court and High Court judges.

e Reservation should extend to promotions and
seniority determination for OBCs.

e The Union Government should immediately release
the Socio-Economic Caste Census data collected in 2015.

e Proportional representation and reservations for SC/
ST/OBCs should be explored.

e Reservation in government education and jobs should
extend to the private sector.

e Proportionate appointment of professors from OBC,
SC & ST communities in Central Universities, IITs, and
[IMs.

e Proportionate priority should be given to OBC, SC,
and ST students in admissions to premier institutes like
IIT, IIM, and IISc.

e Establish a Social Justice Committee to address the
grievances of SC/ST/OBC employees and workers.

e Remove the reservation ceiling of 50 percent.

e As existing in Tamil Nadu, an All India Social Justice
Monitoring Committee at the Union level should
be established to ensure the full implementation of
reservation in education and employment by the Union
Government.

Various resolutions including these have been passed.
All these should be implemented.

It is crucial that reservation powers be vested in the
state governments. The power to grant reservation
should rest with the states.

69 percent reservation was ensured in Tamil Nadu.
Some states have a 50 percent ceiling. Reservation
ceiling should be based on the population proportion of
the respective states. Therefore, it is not correct to say
that the reservation should not exceed 50 percent. Only
if Reservation is deemed as the right of the states, the
respective states can give due reservation to the people
of their states.

True federalism should thrive in India, and we must work
diligently to implement these social justice resolutions.
Let us unite in our efforts to enable all Indians to live
prosperous lives with the principles of social justice at
the forefront.

Thank you all.
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Unjust Scheme

“Viswakarma Yojana scheme of Union Government has a i
resemblance in the Rajagopalachari’s Kulakalvi Scheme (Caste-
wise occupation Scheme)” - Editor

(A speech delivered by Thanthai Periyar on 15.11.1953
at Washermenpet in Madras, voicing his protest against

Kula Kalvi (caste wise occupation scheme) imposed by
Rajagopalachari. Ironically, it was like the New Education
Policy (NEP) framed recently by the Union Government)

My dear Comrades and Cadres, today I wish to discuss with
you Kula Kalvi (caste wise occupation scheme) imposed
by my friend Rajagopalachari, which has added fuel to the
already scorching fire in our society. This Gurukulam system
of education to sustain the practice of caste wise occupation
would severely hamper the future of our children if we do not
nip it in the bud. :

Drastic Change

Upon assuming the post of the chief minister Rajagopalachari
repealed food control scheme which had long been causing :
annoyance to the public. We lauded the truly beneficial :
measure of welfare. People too heaved a sigh of relief when the !
control was thrown overboard. Besides, he granted some relief
offers to weavers too. But when he had earned enough trust :
of the people and safeguarded his coveted post, there was a |
drastic change in him. :

To bind this country with the shackles of Manudharma he
started the preliminary tasks. He commenced them with :
brahminist dominance in employment and placement. H

Our Dravidian people could not even think of jobs in any field
or industry. All the vacant posts were filled with brahmin :
applicants who had no integrity or morale. He did not stop
with mere brahminist monopoly in employment. He went§
a step ahead to hinder the educational progress of Sudras :
inorder to prevent them from seeking placements and posts
on the grounds of their qualification and eligibility. H

"When we ask them why we alone must go on doing our
hereditary works and watch Brahmins advancing in life
acquiring education, employment, posts, positions and
power, we are abused as sectarians and silenced by that
single word. This injustice is all around us as government, :
freedom, democracy, and republic. This injustice exists in :
the form of belief in god, theism, Ramayan, Mahabharat,
Gita and religion. Our protest against such atrocities
are labeled hate speeches and racial prejudice. We are
accused as anti nationals and also called atheists, for
raising voice against social injustice.”

.
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Protests ignored

As the ground work for this obstacle, he has now thrust in
a new scheme of elementary education which is clearly an
effort towards reestablishing the varnashrama. There is :
widespread protest against this heredity based scheme but :
Rajagopalachari has not taken any protest seriously. The rulers :
who say that their governance is democratic should pay heed :

to the protests, shouldn’t they?

The first voice of protest was mine. [ made people realize that
the new scheme of education is indubitably a varnashrama
education scheme. [ stressed on nipping it in the bud. People
too extended their whole hearted support to me. Infact many :
of the opposition parties joined my protest. Surprisingly, many
Congress insiders too opposed this unwarranted scheme. My
protest was strengthened by several city municipalities, village
panchayat boards, teaching faculty and eminent academicians. :
The revival of varnashrama was thus rejected vehemently. :
But the people ruling as democrats turned a blind eye to the

widespread protests.

Obstinacy

Rajagopalachari adamantly clung to the scheme and yelled
that he cared too hoots. He insisted on its implementation
and declared that he had no second thoughts about it. He
threatened that the scheme would be followed this year in
villages but would be extended next year to all the cities. Is
this justice? Can this be called democratic rule? Our protest
falls on the deaf ears of some people who call us ungrateful.
They blame us for finding fault with Rajagopalachari who has
introduced, according to them, a noble scheme.

Dear comrades, if you analyse properly you would find this
scheme to be an attempt to reestablish varnashrama and
conserve it. As per this scheme, the children in each class has
to be learners in class rooms only in the forenoon and involve
themselves in their hereditary work in the afternoon and
acquire much more skill by practice. We sudras are condemned
to toil manually. Hence, a barber’s son has to dress hair; a
washerman’s son has to wash dirty linen; a potter’s son has to
work on clay mounds; and a cowherd’s son has to learn cattle
grazing as per their own heredity.|

Voice Stifled

It would be fair in a sense if brahmin students also involve
themselves in works according to their heredity, but they ‘:
cleverly avoid it. The unwritten law is to bind only us. They

demand jobs, posts and positions for themselves and so full
time learning activity is claimed by them. Social justice is
thrown overboard.

When we ask them why we alone must go on doing our
hereditary works and watch Brahmins advancing in life
acquiring education, employment, posts, positions and power,
we are abused as sectarians and silenced by that single
word. This injustice is all around us as government, freedom,
democracy, and republic. This injustice exists in the form of
belief in god, theism, Ramayan, Mahabharat, Gita and religion.
Our protest against such atrocities are labeled hate speeches
and racial prejudice. We are accused as anti nationals and also
called atheists, for raising voice against social injustice.

Nothing personal

This is the sorry state of State affairs today. Comrades listening
to me here must realize in what a deplorable condition our
Government and its rule are. Is it fair? And yet, [ reiterate that I

have no personal vendetta to settle score with Rajagopalachari. |

I do not have any sort of grudge against him. There is no
animosity between us and I do not envy him over anything. :
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There may be some who nourish such feelings towards him !
but certainly not me. He is till this moment a good friend of :
mine inspite of all our issue-based fights. If he demits his post
as the chief minister at some point of time in future, he would :
certainly drop into my house and I would also garland him
and welcome. Hence, rest assured my dear comrades, there :
is no ill-will or personal contempt and intentional bitterness :
embedded in my speech today. :

Rebel and Retort

I urge thus upon everyone who has been stigmatised as
a lower caste individual - prepare yourself for a resolute !
revolution. Question yourself who caused this disgrace.
If you feel it was an act of the so called god, smash such
a god into pieces. If it seems to be a religious command,
ruin it completely. In case it is found to be a ploy of the
governing rulers, annihilate their governance. If you :
realise that it is the strategy of some avaricious elements, :
face them boldly and tell that their prevarication would
never ever succeed.

Thanthai Periyar, in Kudi Arasu dated
4th December 1932

Their rise and our fall

Rajagopalachari is striving for the welfare of his brahmin race, :
knowing very well that there is widespread contempt all over
the country against it. He is bent upon crushing the growing
hatred. His objective is to protect his race by stifling our voice. :
His strife is indeed vigorous just as ours is. We are likewise
struggling to safeguard our race. His brahmin race can flourish :
and prosper only by our enslavement and degradation. He :
knows very well that the well being and growth of his race
depends on our getting annihilated.

Though in issue-based fights he is our opponent, for the people
of his race he is a great savior and one who was born for their
prosperity in life. We do not deny the fact that he is on the
direction which is right from his point of view. H

No retreat

We have to march ahead towards achieving our objective,
which is eradicating our degradation, erasing the stigma on us
and abolishing our servitude. This is our only motive behind
demanding the exit of Brahmins. We want them to quit since
on it lies our advancement in life.
Courtesy: ‘Viduthalai’ = 17.11.1953

Translated by M.R. Manohar
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CPCL OBC EMPLOYEES WELFARE ASSOCIATION
CELEBRATED THANTHAI PERIYAR BIRTHDAY 22 09 2023

IOlB OBC STAFF WELFARE ASSbCIATION
6“‘ YEAR CELEBRATION & SEMINAR 23 09 2023
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PERIYAR 145 BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION - 17.09. 2023
~ STALL AT PERIYAR THIDAL CHENNAI BY UNION BANK OBC ASSN, TN
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UNION HOME
COMPOSITE SCHEME

¢ Home loan for purchase of land and
construction of house.

®* Moratorium of 48 months.
®* No Processing charges.

¢ Margin for plot is 25% and
construction 10%%*

: ‘ Give a missed call on
| @ 9619333333

onditions Apply.
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Do not share your internet banking details, such as User Id / password or your credit/debit card number /CVV/OTP with anyone — either over phone or through email.
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