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KALAIGNAR KARUNANIDHI CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS AT VILLUPURAM 10.09.2024
Presided by Dr.K.Ponmudi, Hon’ble Minister of Higher Education, Govt. of Tamil Nadu and
addressed by Prof.Suba Veerapandlan G. Karunamdhy, Adv.A.Arulmozhi and other dignitaries

OBC matters represented to:
Ganesh Singh, M.P,, Chairperson, Parliamentary Committee for 0BC
And Upendra Kushwaha M.P. (NEW DELHI —09.09.2024)

[ ' | ' OBC matters
represented to:
Adv.R.Sudha, M.P. at
Chennai (17.9.2024)

Annual General Council Meeting of Union Bank OBC association,
Uttar Pradesh Held at Lucknow 22 09.2024
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The Conference was addressed by Hon’ble B.B.Kamal, Member NCBC as Chief Guest. G. Karunanldhy, GS, AIOBC Federation,
R.Kesavan RBI Regional Director, S.Srinivas, BJP OBC morcha President Telangana spoke on the occasion. Asok.Kumar
Sarkar, Patron of the association welcomed the guests and participants. Madan Kundu, Secretary rendered vote of thanks.
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How could Central Govt. Educational Institutions
Including IIT, IIM, AIIMS defy reservation policy?
FIX ACCOUNTABILITY

The skewed representation of SC/ST/OBC as faculties in the Institutes of Higher
Education in India is something that plagues institutions across the country.

Indian Institutes of Management (IIMs) have come under the scanner over not
adhering to the reservation policy in faculty recruitment. Almost 100% of the
reserved category positions remain vacant in IIM Indore and IIM Tiruchirappalli, as
per the RTI data shared by the All India OBC Students Association.

Expressing concern over the “alarming” number of vacant posts in IIM Indore,
the AIOBCSA said that the total sanctioned number for recruitment of Professor,
Associate Professor, and Assistant Professor is 150. Of this, a total of 106 faculty
have been recruited from the general category; 2 from OBC, and 1 from EWS
category were selected for assistant professor posts. However, the institute has not
appointed anyone from SC, ST, or PwD categories. The RTI reply further stated that
there is a total of 41 faculty posts vacant for general, OBC, SC, ST, PwD categories.

In another post, the AIOBCSA shared the faculty data of IIM Tiruchirappalli and
sought response from the Ministry of Education on why the reservation policy is
being violated in premium institutes.

Despite having a total sanctioned faculty strength of 94 and 150, 100% ST posts in
IIM Tiruchirappalli and SC, ST, and PwD posts in IIM Indore are yet to be filled. As
per the data, 83.33% of OBC, 86.66% of SC, and 100% of ST positions are vacant in
[IM Tiruchirappalli. The institute has filled all positions under the general category
but vacancies under other categories remain unfilled.

In recent findings of RTI filed by Ambedkar Phule Periyar Study Circle, it has
been revealed that 43 departments at the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT),
Kharagpur do not have faculty from the Scheduled Tribe, 32 departments do not
have candidates from the Scheduled Caste Category, while 23 departments do not
have OBC faculty, and 23 departments overall do not have any SC/ST/OBC faculty.

At IIT Bombay, the RTI data revealed a significant lack of diversity among the
faculty. While eight departments have no SC, ST or OBC faculty members at all, 25
departments are without any ST faculty, 12 have no SC representation, and another
12 have no OBC faculty. Out of more than 670 general category faculty members at
the institute, only 58 are from the SC, ST, and OBC categories.

At IIT Delhi, six departments have no SC, ST or OBC faculty members. Twenty-two
departments have no ST faculty, 14 departments are without SC faculty, and nine
departments have no OBC representation.

Similarly, at IIT Guwahati, 14 departments have no ST faculty, while six departments
lack SC faculty, and five are without OBC faculty. IIT Bhubaneswar does not have a
single faculty member from the ST category.

According to the RTI reply, in IIT-Delhi, out of 633 current faculty members, general
category faculty members constitute 89.1% (563 members). Other Backward
Classes (OBC) make up 7.1% (45 members), Scheduled Castes (SC) account for just
2.69% (17 members), and Scheduled Tribes (ST) represent 1.11% (7 members).

In August 2021, the Ministry of Education issued a directive to all centrally funded
higher education institutions, including IITs, Indian Institutes of Management
(IIMs), and National Institutes of Technology (NITs), to fill vacant faculty positions
in reserved categories by September 2022. However, the RTI data shows that many
institutions have failed to comply with these directives.

“Our latest RTI reveals that despite getting hundreds of applications, @iitbombay
is not recruiting SC ST OBC faculty members and is violating the reservation
norms and mission mode recruitment. “Who will hold these Savarna institutions
accountable @EduMinOfIndia,” APPSC wrote in a post on X.

Monitoring by Parliamentary Committees for OBC, SC and STs and by National
Commissions and fixing accountability on the officials defying the reservation
policies can improve the representation of the disadvantaged communities. ®
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CENTENNIAL SELF RESPECT MOVEMENT
AND ITS IMPACT ON SOCIETY

(PDETEUT 5. NDTLILDSHET

Dr. K.Anbazhagan

Big Bang Theory tells us how stars and planets were
formed in the galaxy. Similarly, the fire ignited by
Periyar’s ideology caused the blaze of self-respect
in the Dravidian sphere. It scorched Aryanism
and hoisted the flag of equality. The domination
of Aryans ceased and all those who danced to the
tune to Sanatana long ago, have stooped before the
common public admitting defeat.

ENTRY DENIED:

During the early days of self-respect movement
a playhouse kept a warning sign board specifying
“Panchamas and lepers are prohibited”. They
implied that both are alike. It was printed even on
bus tickets that “Panchamas and lepers are denied
travel rights”. Only those who had knowledge
in Sanskrit were able to study medicine. By this
injustice non-brahmin students were prevented
from joining medical colleges. Women were
denied voting rights. Low caste people could not
draw water from common wells and tanks. All such
atrocities ended by the relentless propaganda of
the self-respect movement.

69% RESERVATION ACT:

A reservation policy called communal
representation paved the way for the birth of self-
respect movement. 50% reservation demanded by
Thanthai Periyar was ignored and refused by the
Congress coterie, as the result of which Periyar
strove hard and started the self-respect movement.
In 1928, reservation policy was implemented
during the rule of the Justice Party. Ithas risen today
to the level of 69 per cent, but the Supreme Court
pronounced its verdict that the total reservation in
Tamil Nadu should not exceed 50 per cent. This led
to widespread protest all over the state.

The Government of Tamil Nadu found it very
difficult to safeguard 69 per cent reservation. The
judiciary too was unable to find out a solution. At
that crucial juncture Dr. K. Veeramani, the President
of the Dravidar Kazhagam came forward with a
wise solution.
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He suggested that an exclusive law under Article
31(c) of the Constitution could be ratified in the
State Assembly of Tamil Nadu. With the consent
of the President of India, it could be tabled in
the Parliament for approval to include it in
the IX Schedule of the Constitution. Once the
President signs granting his sanction, the 69 per
cent reservation for Tamil Nadu could be totally
protected from the intervention of the Supreme
Court. This was the wise advice of Dr.K.Veeramani.
Selvi. ]. Jayalalitha, who was then the Chief Minister
of Tamil Nadu, acted following his suggestion and
advice.

Dr. K. Veeramani smartly interacted with the Chief
Minister Jayalalitha, the Prime Minister Narasimha
Rao and the President Shankar Dayal Sharma and
handled the intricate issue. By the restless struggle
of DrK. Veeramani, a special law was enacted
including 69 per cent reservation ratification in the
[X Schedule. Thus, it was safeguarded at last by his
tireless efforts.

SELF-RESPECT MARRIAGE:

Non-brahmins were once denied rights to get
married off without the presence of a brahmin
priest during the rituals. Thanthai Periyar was
against it. He protested against the traditional
rituals and introduced self-respect marriages.
Thus, marriages presided over by a Tamil celebrity
and brief performance using Tamil language were
brought into practice. Self-respect marriages were
a sort of mutual agreement between the bride
and the groom to lead a compatible married life.
Thousands of such marriages took place inspite of
the court declaring them invalid.

In 1967 when Arignar Anna assumed office as the
Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, self-respect marriages,
including all those held in the past, were declared
legally valid by the enactment of a new law. It was
a crushing blow to the Aryans. Widespread voices
were raised demanding the acceptance of self-
respect marriages by the Union Government too so
that they could be held all over the country. For a
long period, this has been insisted upon. The day is
not far away when self-respect marriages would be
held in all the states. The dream of Periyar would
certainly come true.

HINDI IMPOSITION:

Protest against the imposition of Hindi was one of
the prime policies of the Self-Respect Movement
founded by Thanthai Periyar. Periyar organised
innumerable agitations against it. Jawaharlal
Nehru, who was then the Prime Minister of India
had assured in the Parliament that the study of
Hindi would never be compulsory unless non-
Hindi speakers all over the country willingly come
forward to learn it. His promise is still on record
in the Parliament documents. The assurance of the
Union Government headed by the Prime Minister
itself, proves that the self-respect movement did
have its impact on society. This noble movement
has scripted history by its unique achievement.
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The self-respect movement paved the way for
communal rights, power sharing, education and
employment of all the non-brahmins. It established
social justice everywhere. The black shirt Dravidian
cadres and their children have scaled great heights
today in the field of education. The Aryans who
detested them long ago are astonished today by
the advancement of non-brahmins. Great men like
Periyar made this amazing progress possible.

Arignar Anna set a precedent by forming an
Assembly without even one single Aryan in the
Ministry. Following in his footprints, Kalaignar
Karunanidhi did much for the progress of non-
brahmins. Education upto college level was made
free for them. Today we find our women progressing
fast year after year, in all respects competing with
men and even excelling them at times. The credit
undeniably goes to stalwarts like Periyar, Anna and
Kalaignar.

DRAVIDIAN MODEL GOVERNMENT:

In the present Dravidian Model Government
headed by the Hon'ble Chief Minister M.K. Stalin,
our children get free education, free breakfast,
noon meals, free cycles, laptops and innumerable
facilities. Our students are being trained in several
sports and games to make them ready to participate
even in the Olympics. Physical education is offered
to make them get sound minds in sound bodies.
Modern smart boards and technological aids have
been provided for a productive learning ambience.

Our students today are able to enjoy free travel
in buses. They get free text books, stationery and
uniform apparels. They are able to use all sorts
of Al devices for their learning activities. Banks
come forward to offer interest free education
loans. The youth of this new generation have an
easy access to education in foreign Universities too.
Our children are sure to reach glorious heights. In
the generations of the bygone days, our parents
and grandparents were denied even basic primary
education, but today the academic excellence of the
new generation seems to be incredible. Stalwarts
like Periyar and Anna should be repaid huge debts
of gratitude. The brahmin coteries monopolised
the world of education long ago. They occupied
coveted posts and positions. Today the tables
have turned. Our non-brahmin gems have reached
glorious heights in education and employment.
This is indeed a marvellous impact and outcome
of self-respect movement the centenary of which
is being celebrated today all over the country and
even on the lands abroad, such as the U.S; Singapore,
Canada, and Japan by the Tamil Indian migrants.

The present Dravidian Model Government has
started offering our girl students and the boys in
colleges a sum of Rs.1,000/- every month as an
educational aid. Homemakers have been receiving
Rs.1,000/- per month for along period as a “grant of
right”. Women in our state are allowed free travel in
buses. In brief, the welfare schemes implemented
by the Dravidian Model Government in Tamil Nadu
are innumerable. The land of Periyar has become
a haven of peace. By the impact of self-respect
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movement, an egalitarian society has been formed
where absolute social justice prevails. In Tamil
Nadu we have today an unparalleled humanist
government which has determined to strive for our
people from womb to tomb. We can raise our heads
in pride and ask - “Is there any other State which
could be compared to Tamil Nadu?”

Before the inception of the self-respect movement
we had no access to schools even for primary
education. Today our children and grandchildren
have an access even to international institutions.
Long ago, in crowded buses, even a paid travel was
an ordeal but today our women have the comfort
of free travel. Students enjoy free travel. There is
no starvation anywhere. No one is deprived of
basic needs. Hygienic drinking water was also a
luxury long ago. Today we get purified water by
reverse otmosis system. Use of foot wear was also
prohibited once. Today, the government of Tamil
Nadu provides our students free footwear for
comfortable walk. All the doors are open for the
youth to grab prosperity in all respects.

LAND OF SOCIAL JUSTICE:

The public services rendered by Periyar and his
disciples are commendable. Ours is today a land
of social justice in all respects. Especially, the
contributions to our society by Dr.K.Veeramani
are of historical importance. 42 conferences and
16 agitations headed by him are memorable,
indeed. During the term of V.P.Singh as the Prime
Minister, his restless tasks deserve high praise.
As the outcome of his unequalled fights today the
other Backward classes have been provided with
27 percent reservation at a national level.

The reputed Malaysian Daily ‘Tamil Murasu’ had
commended through one of its issues that if Dr.K.
Veeramani had not been with us as a savior, the
Mandal Commission recommendation report
would have had a deep burial as a dust covered
record. Communal rights have been protected to a
great extent, though we still have to go a long way.

The impact on society by the self-respect movement
could be observed in multiple dimensions. The list
would really be quite long and endless. There are
still many obstacles to be smashed. The self-respect
movement of Thanthai Periyar has to achieve
complete victory by the collective efforts by all of
us. Thanthai Periyar and Annai Maniammaiyar
handed over the Dravidar Kazhagam movement as
a treasure to Asiriyar Dr.K. Veeramani. As his only
ardent and loyal disciple, he has been struggling
all these years to preserve the invaluable glory of
the DK Movement. May Nature bestow a long and
peaceful life on him. Dr.K.Veeramani is undeniably
a phenomenon. He is a rare combination of rare
virtues. Letus all wish him a BIG LIFE in all respects.

Long live Periyar Thought!
Long live Self-Respect Movement!

(The writer is the Organiser, State Village Propaganda
Committee, Dravidar Kazhagam)
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Intervene to ensure fair application of OBC
income test in civil services exams: Manickam
Tagore writes to Prime Minister Narendra Mod..

Committee for OBC Manickam Tagore has

recently written a letter to Prime Minister
Narendra Modji, seeking his intervention to remove
discrimination in how the Union Public Service
Commission (UPSC) applies the income test for
determining the Non-Creamy Layer (NCL) status
of selected OBC candidates whose parents work in
public sector bodies.

Congress M.P. and Member in Parliamentary

“These candidates are currently facing significant
obstacles related to the verification of their OBC
Non-Creamy Layer status, which is preventing
them from joining their designated services,” Mr.
Tagore wrote to Mr. Modi, who heads the Ministry
of Personnel, Public Grievances, and Pensions,
under which the UPSC operates.

“The current situation has caused undue distress
to OBC candidates who have earned their positions
through merit, but are being unjustly denied due to
procedural ambiguities,” the Congress MP said.

Mr. Tagore has sought a “clear and inclusive policy”
for determining the NCL status of OBC candidates,
uniform implementation of the income test for

children of all public sector
bodies, and transparency in
the verification process.

He said that the core issue in
these cases was the UPSC’s
refusal to accept the NCL
certificates issued by State
government authorities
that confirm the Class III/
IV status of OBC candidates’
parents who work in Central and State public
sector undertakings and public sector banks.

Further, he added that the income test was being
applied unevenly for children of those working in
Central/State governments and children of those
working in PSUs, PSBs, and various other public
sector bodies - an issue that is being litigated in the
Supreme Court.

“The prevailing interpretation (of income test)
seems to favour those employed in Central and
State government roles, thereby disadvantaging
candidates from other sectors,” Mr. Tagore said.

Appointment of judges to higher judiciary not

democratic: Upendra Kushwaha backs NJAC

dispensed with it.

Kushwaha advocates for the National Judicial Appointments Commission Act
the Narendra Modi government had enacted in 2014 before the Supreme Court

Rajya Sabha member Upendra Kushwaha on Tuesday attacked the collegium system
for appointing judges and alleged that it prevented those from backward groups
from being appointed to the higher judiciary. (The Telegraph 11.9.2024)

2700 SENIOR SCIENTISTS HIRED AT ICAR

WITHOUT RESERVATION POLICY

ost top scientists at ICAR hired through lateral entry since
2007, bypassing reservation norms

Over 2,700 senior scientists, including HoDs, ADGs, DDGs, are
hired through interviews only, sans reservations; those recruited
through examinations seek ban on lateral entry, as it creates a
“toxic” work culture, blocks advancement.
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JD(U) Differs With NDA:;

To Seek Caste Census Like Opposition:

he Janata Dal (United), a key ally of the BJP, joined the growing Opposition
demand for a "caste census" to be discussed by the Parliament's
Committee on Welfare of Other Backward Classes (OBCs).

The call for a caste census was initially raised by DMK member T.R. Baalu
during the first meeting of the committee, which was chaired by BJP
member Ganesh Singh. Parliament sources revealed that Congress member
Manickam Tagore proposed listing the "caste census" as the first item on
the committee's agenda, a suggestion that received support from Trinamul
Congress (TMC) member Kalyan Banerjee.

Adding to the momentum, JD(U) member Girdhari Yadav also backed the
proposal, emphasising the need for the committee to deliberate on the caste
census issue. (DECCAN CHRONICLE 29.8.2024)
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VIOLATION OF RESERVATION POLICY BY
RAILWAY RECRUITMENT BOARD
FIX RESPONSIBILITY ON THOSE OFFICIALS
WHO HAVE TRIED
TO SUBVERT THE CONSTITUTION

ting with General Ma

- URGES DR. KALANIDHI VEERAS

N

WAMY (CHENNAI NORTH), M.P.

-

hennai North constituency Member of

Parliament (MP) Kalanidhi Veeraswamy of

DMK, wrote to Minister of Railways Ashwini

Vaishnaw, to launch an investigation into
the alleged manipulation of the reservation policy
by Railway Recruitment Board (RRB).

The MP, in his letter dated August 22, claimed
that RRB officials deliberately lowered the cut-
off marks for the General Category in various
posts, thereby excluding roughly 3,000-4,000
candidates belonging to the Other Backward
Castes (OBCs), Scheduled Castes (SCs) and
Scheduled Tribes (STs) who had scored higher
marks than the General Category cutoff.

According to him, the actions of the RRB officials
were “part of a wider plan to undermine the policy
of reservation” and that the issue persisted after
the 2024 general elections.

Further, Mr. Veeraswamy pointed out that he
had raised the matter during the Zero Hour in
Parliament on March 28, 2022, and discussed it
when he met the Minister on April 1, 2022, yet, he
had not received any satisfactory explanation.

In his letter, the MP called for a thorough
investigation into the matter by a joint team from

the respective National Commission for SC, ST,
and BC, along with officials from the Department
of Personnel and Training, to ensure that the
reservation rules were being followed without
deviation. (The Hindu 2.9.2024)

Earlier he spoke in the Lok Sabha on this subject as
under:

“I would like to bring to your notice an irregularity
which has been perpetrated by the RRB officials. The
RRB officials have introduced a clause whereby the
reservation policy is being affected. The reservation
has been denied to the Scheduled Castes, Scheduled
Tribes and OBCs because of this particular clause
where they will not be eligible to participate in the
open category or the unreserved category. A similar
incident happened in 2021.

When it was brought to the notice of the Railway
Minister, he took action and it was rectified. Prior to
the elections, this was rectified and it stood rectified.
But after the elections, now again a similar clause
has been added.

Hon. Chairperson, Sir, I would like the Minister
to inquire into this. The clause which they have
introduced says ‘The candidates who are shortlisted
for second stage computer-based test availing the
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reservation benefits of a community like PwBD
and ExSM, shall continue to be considered only
against that community for all subsequent stages of
recruitment process.

I request the Minister to inquire into this; rectify the
damage caused by removing the offending clause

from the notification immediately; fix responsibility
on those officials who have tried to subvert the
Constitution; and identify the errant officials and
ensure that they must no longer hold any positions
of authority in recruitment in future.”

(LOK SABHA DEBATES 02.08.2024)

IIT Bombay rejects OBC applications
citing “not suitable”

APPLICATIONS RECEIVED BY IITB

2024

CATEGORY

APPLIED SELECTED APPLIED SELECTED

SC

ST

Currently-employed
faculty at IITB

SC mST © OBC-NC
»n 24

Male . Female
Source: RTI response to APPSC by IITB

An RTI filed by the Ambedkar Periyar Phule Study
Circle (APPSC) reveals that in 2023, [IT Bombay
received 779 applications from OBC candidates
nationwide but found none suitable for the
positions. Similarly, no ST candidate was selected,
while only 4 of the 523 SC applicants were hired.
The situation showed slight improvement in
2024, with 2 out of 44 SC applicants, 1 out of 22
ST applicants, and 3 out of 106 OBC candidates
being selected. Also, 17 general category faculty
were appointed in 2023-24.

The student body stated that the situation is
similar across IITs and I[IMs. The RTI response

to their query states that at IIT Delhi, where
many more candidates applied, 6 out of 1,047
SC, 4 0f 198 ST, and 16 out of 1,648 OBCs were
selected in 2023. In 2021, all IITs advertised
for hiring reserved category faculty after the
govt mandated reservation in teaching posts.
In 2023, education minister Dharmendra
Pradhan had informed Parliament that 4,526
posts across the IITs were unfilled. The IITs
have not updated faculty strength numbers
on the IIT Council portal beyond 2021.
(Source: Times of India — 23.09.2024)
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Periyar E.V. Ramasamy

A Trailblazer in the Fight Against
Caste and Champion of Social Justice

T e
J

- Prof. Dr. Swaminathan Devadoss

he early 20th century saw three towering

figures profoundly shaping India's socio-

political landscape: Mahatma Gandhi,

Periyar E.V. Ramasamy, and Babasaheb Dr.
B.R.Ambedkar. While Gandhifocused on eliminating
untouchability, Periyar and Ambedkar sought to
dismantle the caste system entirely, identifying it
as the root cause of untouchability and widespread
discrimination. Dr.Ambedkar's mass renunciation
of Hinduism, along with millions of his followers,
marked a significant step toward breaking free
from caste-based oppression. Simultaneously,
Periyar dedicated his life to dismantling India's
deeply entrenched caste system, especially in Tamil
Nadu.

The Fight Against Caste and Brahminical
Dominance

Born in 1879, Periyar became a fearless advocate
for marginalized communities, relentlessly
opposing birth-based discrimination. His activism
was rooted in direct action, stirring speeches, and
leading mass agitations against caste practices.

At the heart of his mission was the belief that
caste divisions, particularly untouchability, were
artificial constructs used by the upper castes to
maintain dominance. Periyar envisioned a society
based on equality, rationalism, and the rejection of
caste-based hierarchies.

In 1925, Periyar founded the Self-Respect
Movement, an organization aimed at instilling
dignity and self-worth among non-Brahmins,
particularly the oppressed. His ideals were
propagated through newspapers and magazines
such as Kudi Arasu (1925), Revolt (1928), Viduthalai
(1935), Unmai (1970), and The Modern Rationalist
(1971), some of which he launched and others
he edited. These publications carried Periyar’s
speeches and writings, reaching Tamil-speaking
audiences beyond the boundaries of Tamil Nadu.
He also translated and published works by
revolutionary leaders like Robert Ingersoll, Bhagat
Singh, and Dr. Ambedkar, raising awareness and
challenging orthodoxy. Notably, Periyar translated
Ambedkar's Annihilation of Caste into Tamil for the
first time in 1937.
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Periyar urged the rejection of Brahminical customs
that perpetuated caste hierarchies. He promoted
inter-caste marriages, introduced the concept of
"self-respect marriages" without Brahmin priests
or religious rituals, and fiercely advocated for equal
rights for all communities.

Champion of Social Justice

Periyar’s vision of social justice was inseparable
from his opposition to Brahminical dominance
in religion, politics, and education. He saw this
dominance as the primary source of inequality
in Indian society. His activism in the 1920s and
1930s was instrumental in shaping Tamil Nadu's
affirmative action policies, ensuring representation
for backward castes, Dalits, and marginalized
groups in government employment and education.

The Vaikom Satyagraha (1924-25), which he
spearheaded was a turning point. The movement
sought to open public roads near the Vaikom temple
to oppressed castes. Periyar expanded the protest
into a broader confrontation with Brahminical
orthodoxy, making it the first anti-caste agitation in
India and a landmark moment in the fight against
caste oppression.

Rationalism and Religious Critique

Periyar viewed religion, especially Hinduism and
its scriptures like the Manusmriti, as key forces
sustaining the caste system. He championed
rationalism as a tool to challenge religious dogma
and dismantle caste-based discrimination. Periyar
called for the rejection of scriptures like the
Manusmriti, Ramayana, and Mahabharata, which he
believed enshrined caste hierarchy. He encouraged
critical thinking and urged people to question long-
standing traditions, promoting a more egalitarian
and scientific society.

Women'’s Liberation and Gender Equality

Periyar’s advocacy for women’s rights was
revolutionary for its time. In an era when women
were confined to traditional roles, he campaigned
for gender equality, widow remarriage, and
spoke out against child marriage, dowry, and
the subjugation of women through religion. He
emphasized the importance of women’s education
and economic independence as essential for their
liberation from patriarchal control. His book, Why
Women Are Enslaved, became a seminal text in
Tamil feminist discourse, exposing the systemic
exploitation of women.
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Periyar's Lasting Legacy

Periyar's relentless struggle against caste,
superstition,andthe oppression of womenreshaped
Tamil Nadu’s social and political landscape. His
efforts gave rise to the Dravidian movement, which
continues to influence Tamil politics by advocating
for social equality, state autonomy, and secularism.
His ideas laid the foundation for affirmative action
policies, such as reservations for backward classes,
and fostered a culture of questioning authority and
orthodox beliefs.

Periyar’s emphasis on rationalism, equality, and
self-respectremains relevant today, making him one
of the most pivotal figures in India’s fight for social
justice. His revolutionary ideas continue to inspire
movements for equality and the empowerment of
marginalized communities.

Internationally recognized for his contributions,
Periyar was honoured by UNESCO in 1970 as "The
Prophet of the New Age, the Socrates of Southeast
Asia, the Father of the Social Reform Movement, and
the Arch-Enemy of Ignorance and Superstition." He
was not only the leader of a movement but also a
profound philosopher and revolutionary who left
an indelible mark on Indian society.

Relevance in Today’s Context

Despite Periyar’s lifelong battle against caste, caste-
based violence persists in Tamil Nadu and across
India. For instance, the brutal attack on a Dalit
teenager and his sister in Nanguneri, Tirunelveli, in
August 2023, and further clashes in Maruthakulam
village in July 2024 highlight the ongoing caste-
based discrimination. A report by the Tamil
Nadu Untouchability Eradication Front (TNUEF)
revealed that caste-based discrimination still
exists in schools, with 30% of surveyed institutions
displaying bias against Dalit students.

These incidents underscore the enduring
relevance of Periyar’s struggle and the urgent
need to continue his fight for a just and equitable
society. His philosophy remains a guiding light
for those committed to eradicating caste-based
discrimination, social injustice, and gender
inequality.

Inrecognition ofhis enduringlegacy, the Tamil Nadu
government declared Periyar’s birth anniversary,
September 17th, as Social Justice Day. On this day,
government employees take a pledge to build a
society founded on the principles of social justice
- an enduring testament to Periyar’s monumental
impact on India’s socio-political landscape.

(The writer is Member, Social Justice Monitoring
Committee, Govt. of Tamil Nadu)




THE KABADDI POLITICS OF
CENSUS AND CASTE

- Shikha Mukerjee

he election of more representatives from

communities that have been historically

discriminated against by the upper caste

elite does not necessarily change the
prospects of all individuals from the Scheduled
Castes, Scheduled Tribes or Other Backward
Classes. A regular audit of how all the rest are doing
from time to time is necessary for equity, equality
and justice.

This is the nuts and bolts of the pressure on
the Narendra Modi government to get the long-
postponed census of India’s population done
with an add-on census of castes, because the
nation needs to know who is better off and who
has remained worse off, despite reservations and
the quota system for admission into educational
institutions and government jobs.

Having campaigned in 2014 that he was a
representative of OBCs and was therefore looked
down upon by the upper caste- led Congress, Mr
Modi should want to know how the rest of his

brethren have fared during his 10 years and three
months in power. It is a matter of conjecture that
as a result all OBCs are therefore doing better in
the race to catch up with the upper castes. It is
equally pertinent to point out that not all Yadavs
or Mauryas or Marathas or members of the Soren
community are as powerful, well connected and
privileged as some families within these castes and
tribal groups.

The Modi government has not announced a date
for the start of the national census. Nor has it
committed to the caste census demanded not just
by the Congress and its partners in the Opposition
INDIA bloc, but by coalition partners of the
BJP — Nitish Kumar of the Janata Dal (United),
Chirag Paswan of the Lok Janashakti Party and N.
Chandrababu Nai-du of the Telugu Desam Party.
The longer Mr Modi puts off announcing the start
of the census-caste census, his resistance will
become more indefensible, politically problematic
and frankly absurd.
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That is not to argue that the Congress with Rahul
Gandhi leading the charge on the demand for
raising the ceiling for reservation or quotas for
SCs, STs and OBCs is entirely coherent either. He is
not. He, on behalf of the Congress, and several BJP
partners, have demanded the inclusion of Muslim
Dalit and OBC sub-castes in the proposed revision.
On the details, Rahul Gandhi has been uninspiringly
vague.

Getting Mr Modi to backtrack and admit to a
mistake on lateral entry to mid-level and top-level
jobs in the Central government's bureaucracy that
did not specify how many of the 45 jobs on offer
were reserved under the quota system was a big
political gain. Instead of picking up momentum by
unveiling plans for how more opportunities would
be created to level the very tilted playing field, Rahul
Gandhi ad-libbed: “We will conduct a caste census
and the 50 per cent cap on reservations, which I
don’t accept, will be removed... First, we should
have the data before us regarding the participation
of different castes in various institutions... Talks of
reservation are always held but they never get a
chance.”

He seemed not to understand that he too was
only talking and by doing so losing the chance to
amplify how to change a system that has created a
privileged few, leaving behind the underprivileged
many. It does not take meticulous research to
understand this part of the Indian reality.

For India’s political leadership, the toughest
question is how to begin altering embedded
caste inequality. The judiciary’s prescription of
identifying the most underprivileged from within
the categorisation of underprivileged through
the listing of SCs, STs and OBCs has been rejected
by Dalit organisations, accusing the remedy of
artificially creating a creamy layer, when the issue
is historic discrimination and ridding India of this
malaise.

Neither the Congress, its INDIA bloc partners
individually or collectively nor the partners of the
National Democratic Alliance and the BJP have
answers. Each side is poised to take the plunge but
afraid to do so, like two teams of kabaddi players
unwilling to start the game. The reluctance is
understandable for many reasons, including the
short term one of the political cost of failing to
satisfy the overwhelming majority of Indian voters,
both the socially underprivileged and the upper
castes.

The BJP’s response to Rahul Gandhi’s meaningless
observation on a caste census was to rake up his
caste identity and accuse the Congress of working
to divide the country. The latest salvo by Tokhan
Sahu, Union minister from Chhattisgarh, about the
Congress and Rahul Gandhi is revealing: “Now they
are conspiring to divide the country in the name of
caste census. Those who raise the demand should
tell which caste they belong to.”

And then there is bad luck. The toppling of the
newly-built Shivaji statue in Rajkot on the eve of
the politically crucial Maha-Rashtra elections is
a misfortune and blunder rolled into one. With
a high-pitched ongoing agitation for Maratha
reservations that complicates the caste equations
which the Mahayuti alliance needs to get right, the
broken idol of its icon is a reminder of how the BJP
toppled the MVA government. To assuage wounded
Maratha sentiments, already divided between the
loyalists of Ajit Pawar, Sharad Pawar and Uddhav
Thackeray, Mr Modi rushed in to publicly apologise,
describe Shivaji as a deity, worshipped by all.

Policy-making and foolproof implementation to
dismantle the entrenched upper caste with access
to status, power and networks of privilege that are
exclusive to them by levelling the field for Dalits,
SCs, STs and OBCs in general, and the worst-off sub-
castes in particular, is very different from winning
elections by micro-management of sub-caste
support within the reservation via quota system.

The census, as Rahul Gandhi should have pointed
out, is urgent for the other category of historically
discriminated: women. For women and the other
gender, the injury cuts across caste differences.

Withoutthe national census, the half-hearted pledge
to reserve 33 per cent of seats in state legislatures
and the Lok Sabha cannot even get started. Rahul
Gandhi is concerned that not one Miss India has
ever been selected from among SCs, STs and OBCs.
He should have checked to see how many women
have made it to the very male-dominated state and
Central bureaucracy, the police and other public
sector institutions, including the top echelons of
the education system.

Dismantling discrimination through reservation
as affirmative action requires addressing issues of
caste and gender. Leaving out one and focusing on
the other is actively strengthening patriarchy and
its capacity to make women almost invisible. This is
an injustice that urgently needs political advocates.

- The writer is a senior journalist in Kolkata.
(Courtesy: Deccan Chronicle 3rd September 2024)
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My dear brothers and sisters at this venue, the widow
remarriage you are about to witness after my speech is
as usual, a part of our struggle to annihilate outdated
customs and meaningless rituals; nothing thatis unheard
of. It is one more step towards our social reformation;
another event stressing the dire need of absolute
freedom for all our women on the earth. This occasion
would highlight how beneficial women'’s liberation is for
the entire world.

Abolish conservatism

Just as eradication of untouchability needs only a
progressive outlook, widow remarriages also need only
a humanist attitude and true urge for social reformation.
There is no need of sacrifices or sufferings of any sort. A
determination to protest against conservatism is enough
to promote widow remarriages in society. Widows have
the right to lead a new life. Our men have been licensed
to marry any number of times upon the passing away of
one wife. They do have other alternatives as an outlet
for their lust but the doors of happiness are mercilessly
shut for a woman when her husband breathes his last.
This dual standard continues to exist in society. Young
men and women like you must fight against this cruel
conservatism and abolish it. Men should come forward
to accept widows as their better halves. That would be
a great sign of humanism. Widow remarriage is neither
an impossible reform, nor a heinous crime or an illegal
offence. It is a noble task of liberating women from the
shackles of conservatism.

Submissive slaves

For centuries our women have been treated as if they
were born only for servility. Men have been using them
merely as store houses of pleasures. But a woman is
more than flesh and blood. She makes a house, a home to
exist peacefully. She is not an insensitive machine to be
turned on and off mechanically as we please. She too is a
human like all the men. How can this truth be ignored? I
am surprised by the fact that in Tamil language we do not

THOUGHTS OF PERI

WOMEN
THE HOME-
MAKERS
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have a word that can mean a man who has lost his wife.
In English we have the words ‘widow’ and ‘widower’,
though their roots should be in a North Indian language.
Ancient epics, scriptures and mythologies too do not
offer any specific Tamil word for a man who has lost
his wife. Probably this has made our menfolk arrogant
enough to brush aside women as submissive slaves. Our
people have not bothered even to coin a suitable word
to refer to men who have lost their wife. It seems to be
a sign of patriarchal audacity and a ploy of our menfolk.
Whither equality?

In today’s widow remarriage that you would be
witnessing, the bride groom has a child begotten through
his former wife and the bride too has a child through her
former husband. I do not find anything undesirable or
offensive in it. In an egalitarian society men and women
ought to have equal rights. If not, naturally we must ask
- “whither equality”?

This bridegroom here has deposited a sum of Rs.5,000/-
in the account of this bride in order to enable her have
atleast a tiny property. He has done this even before the
marriage is declared by me as an approved bondage. |
heartily commend this bridegroom here at this venue,
for not only coming forward to remarry a widow but also
for leaving a small monetary legacy for her protection. I
gladly commend his humanistic act.

In several communities known to me the remarriage of
divorcees have also become quite common these days.
It is a sign of great reform in society. Divorce does not
mean the end of one’s life. Some conservative hypocrites
are against women remarrying after divorce. [ severely
condemn such hypocrites. Why do they talk big about
equality if they cannot practice what they preach?

Preach and Practise

[ did it in my personal life. I proudly inform all the
invitees here that when the daughter of my sister lost
her husband, I got her remarried off facing unbearable
protests of family members. I believe, action speaks
louder than words. I expect all the young men and
women here to find such miserable women and help
them turn a new leaf of life.

Widow remarriages are arranged to prevent undesirable
happenings in the families of such women. Crimes
against unprotected widows are heard of time and
again. Such women are like fenceless pastures inviting
encroachments by uncouth ruffians in society. The
children of such widows are likely to go astray in the
absence of a father to shield, lead and guide. Cases of
infanticide would also be on the rise if women remain
as destitute, helpless widows. Certain other sorts
of unpleasant and inexplicable occurrences are also
possible if we fail to empathise with widows or divorcees
and abandon them as rudderless ships in a rough sea.

Orthodox rituals:

In the traditional system of marriages, the rituals are
tedious and meaningless. A lot of time is consumed.
Parents have to spend huge amounts. Inviting guests and
feeding them is also an ordeal. Self-respect marriages are
economically viable and quite simple. The progressive
outlook behind such marriages is essential for social
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reformation. Hence, we propagate all these advantages
for public awareness. Changes in society are not possible
unless people understand them with a rational point of
view. True rationalism lies in throwing overboard all the
orthodox rituals imposed on us by conservative people
of yesteryears.

Marriages are not ordained by any non-existing divine
power. It is a bondage by mutual consent of the groom
and the bride. It is enough if they are witnessed by
a few well-wishers. Paying the purohits for chanting
unintelligible words in an obscure language is sheer
waste of our hard earned money, isn’t it? We have all
assembled here merely as witness for the bondage of
this couple. What more do they need besides this?

Need of Compatibility:

This means perfect understanding, togetherness, mutual
respect and a little bit of compromise. Neither the
husband nor the wife is inferior or superior to the other.
The wife need not silently tolerate the ill treatment of
the husband. The husband should never ever think that
he has bought a slave or a bonded labourer to serve
him throughout his lifetime. He must not be insensitive
towards her natural desires, feelings and rights. This is
required for compatibility in a married life.

Parents should make their daughter literate through
good education. They must teach the girls the dire
need of self-reliance, boldness and self-respect, above
all. The daughters must not be misguided to worship
the husband and keep on serving his parents. They
should not consider the daughters as burdens to get
rid off. Parents must realise that the daughters are not
commodities for sale. They must ignore the comments
of relatives, friends and neighbours and make their
daughters free birds. Parents have a vital role to play in
forming a society that has courageous women of rational
outlook and self-respect, bold enough to fight for their
right. Thanks to all the invitees here.

Source: ‘Kudi Arasu’ -Editorial dated 28.09.1930
Translated by: M.R.Manohar

Contribute to OBC VOICE:

Annual Donation: Rs.300
(from April 2024 onwards)

Donors will receive OBC VOICE for
12 months through book post.

STl & T g7 T3l ol &1 yaR & &1 o9 a& orer
3o¢ dHEIT TIOCHIUT § g FHAS, dd deh HATST H el d
TG LT &1 Tl dRTIAAT T Aderd § & 37 Falr feardr
3TISOIeAT T Y AT S §H R Ydeil GarT A1y 1S oA

faars frd ot sifacade foew afed garr fuiRa =181 &1 I8
gee AR gogel &1 3o FAld & SU 1 3R o Yeifas
A & T H HIS[G g, A Sclelr & HIAr g1 GorrRAT Fr forer
37T $TST 3 3TTHTNh 2rsel T ST Hel o [T AT A
FAR AgaId ¥ HATT T FF HF 7 R § T1er A8 § Fam?
mwwwﬁ%%m%éﬁamﬁm#mm
g1 3% 3ramar 3e¢ 3R FIr A@nfge?

Tkl $T IHTARTHT:

gHT 3 § AT WA, Ushdl, WER HFAW 3R AT @r
w@mlaﬁqﬁﬁaﬁmwﬁmmm%lqﬁﬁ
F ufd & FT GIAT HEoT Fel T HNARTHAT 6T g
ﬁaﬁ%aﬁwaﬁr@maﬁuﬁ:mﬁ@mmaﬁw
AT F O ST # AT W & AU wher ¥ 39
AT oot T grhfae gTors, dmaenst AR ARt & afa
3redeeTer gt glelr Wifev| Ig faarfed Shaer # 3fegehoerar &
T 3aRTF &l
ATTT-FGr & 379 S F 3 ReT F AT ¥ T@eR
AT ART| 3e¢ oISThdl I IFMcATIRAT, AT 3R 3cH-
TFATT T 3cAF ETHAT & IR H {@rer arige| Sfear
F afd T I e AR 37 AR H dar a=xd Tt &
ﬁcmaﬁ%ma@mﬁéﬁﬁaﬁaﬁa%wﬁ
& ST TR R STeq § Sfeq FTET AT ST AR
@1 Tg FAST AT % Afedr fshr & fav aeqe wd §1 3%
Reaerl, et 3R Rt fr Rouforat & ForaiersT e
TIRT 3R 39T afeat A TadT qalt g =T anfge| Ardar-far
& UH Agcaqul HAS TS WH FAS H AAT e A
T@dr g 3R S 3ue AOeRT & T a8 & o gaieg
mﬁlmmmmﬂﬂraaal
A F I - FUEHT fAiF 28.09.1930
IS HAATE @ THIAAE
R repare : wew T

GPay (Mobile Number 76958-23527)
q\ﬂzﬁlﬁg’: Lm Union BE,’{,",
= EE=

EMPOWER ( lRLbl FOR SO
QRO17695§23527-8472@

Address with Pin Code and contact number is required.

Amount can be remitted thro’
GPaY or NEFT:

SB ACCOUNT NO: 332602010438472

fvg: EMPOWER, Trust for Social Justice with

Union Bank of India IFSC: UBIN0533262

BHIM} LIF’»

0BC VOICE . VOL: 2 No: 6 - October 2024. Printed and Published by G.Karunanidhy on behalf of Empower Trust for Social Justice and Printed at Krishnaraj Printers,
36, Devarajan Street, Royapettsah, Chennai 600014 and published from 10/1040, Jeevan Bhima Nagar, Anna Nagar \West Extension, Chennai 600101. M 9381007998
Editor: G.Karunanidhy

October 2024 OEBG[VOICE



SOCIAL REVOLUTIONARY THANTHAI PERIYAR'S
146" BIRTH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION - 17.09.2024
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