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State to file SLP
challenging HC
verdict rejecting
27% OBC quota

Our Staff Reporter
BHOPAL

The state government will file =
a Special Leave Petition (SLP)
challenging the Madhya Pra-
desh High Court order which
rejected 27 per cent reserva-
tion for Other Backward
Classes (OBC), upholding 14
per cent OBC reservation and
the 50 per cent upper limit on
reservation in the state.

A couple of days ago, Chiel
Minister Mohan Yadav had a
meeting with Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta and advocate

High Court on Oct9
rejected 27% OBC
quota and upheld
14% reservation
general Prashant Singh in New
Delhi to file an SLP in the top
court. On March 8, 2019, the
Kamal Nath-led Congress gov-
ernment had promulgated an
ordinance to increase OBC
reservation from 14 per cent to
27 per cent. The state Assem-
bly later passed the sup-por-
« legislation in July 2019.
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AIOBC EMPLOYEES FEDERATION MET
HON'BLE MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT BELONGING TO DMK
AND SUBMITTED MATTERS RELATING TO CASTE CENSUS
(17.10.2026)

2nd row: 4. T.K.S.Elangovan, Ex.M.P., Dr. Thamizhachi Thangapandian, A. Mani, S. Murasoli,
S.R. Sivalingam and Arun Nehru, 5. Prof. J. Constandine Ravindran, 6. K.R.N. Rajesh Kumar

3rd row: 7. R. Girirajan, 8. Dr. Kalanidhi Veerasamy, 9. T.M. Selvaganapathy,
4th row: 10. S. Kalyanasundaram, 11. K.E. Prakash, 12. Paranthaman, Ex.M.L.A.

e November 2026 'EBE(VOICE



RBEEYOICE

Private Circulation

Vol: 4 No:7 November 2026

Editor:
G.Karunanidhi

Editorial Board:
Vaeyuru Tholibangan
Dr. Arvind Kumar
Ravindra Ram
T.Ravikumar
K.Chandran
G.Malarkodi

Published by:
G.Karunanidhi
C/o Union Bank OBC
Association, 139, Broadway,

Chenai 600108

Printed at:
Krishnaraj Printers
36, Devarajan Street
Royapettah
Chennai 600014
Tel:+91 044-28485938/37

Email:
empower.socialjustice
@gmail.com

Website:
empowertrust.org

The views expressed
in the articles
are not necessarily ours

SOCIAL JUSTICE?
Why Is Constitutional Flexibility Available for
EWS but Restricted for OBCs, SCs and STs?

India’s reservation debate confronts a fundamental question of constitutional
consistency: Why does the 50% reservation ceiling restrict enhanced quotas for
historically disadvantaged communities, while 10% EWS reservation has been
upheld even when total reservations exceed that limit?

Recent judgments concerning Madhya Pradesh and Andhra Pradesh have
brought this contradiction into sharp focus.

Two States, One Common Obstacle

On October 9, 2026, the Madhya Pradesh High Court struck down the State’s
2019 law enhancing OBC reservation from 14% to 27%, holding that exceptional
circumstances to exceed the 50% ceiling had not been established. The State
Government subsequently approached the Supreme Court.

In Andhra Pradesh, the High Court struck down the enhanced 34% Backward
Class reservation in local-body elections. The Supreme Court subsequently
rejected the State’s plea to restore the enhanced quota, according to the reports
under consideration, citing concerns surrounding the justification for exceeding
the prescribed ceiling.

These judgments reinforce the constraints imposed by the Indra Sawhney v.
Union of India (1992) ruling, which generally limited reservations under Article
16(4) to 50%, while recognising exceptional circumstances.

Yet the Constitution itself does not expressly prescribe a universal 50% ceiling
for every form of reservation. The limit emerged through judicial interpretation.
Should a judicially evolved principle become an insurmountable barrier to
addressing persistent social exclusion?

The EWS Exception Raises a Crucial Question

The 103rd Constitutional Amendment introduced Articles 15(6) and 16(6),
enabling up to 10% reservation for Economically Weaker Sections outside the
existing reservation categories. In Janhit Abhiyan v. Union of India (2022), a
majority of the Supreme Court upheld the amendment, including the challenge
concerning the 50% ceiling.

The legal distinction is clear: EWS reservation has a specific constitutional basis
created by amendment, while OBC, SC and ST reservations operate under
different constitutional provisions. The EWS judgment did not automatically
remove the ceiling for other categories.

Nevertheless, the larger question cannotbeignored: If constitutionalamendment
can accommodate EWS reservation beyond 50%, why should Parliament not
examine a similar constitutional framework to ensure adequate representation
for OBCs, SCs and STs?

Parliament Must Break the Deadlock

Parliament must initiate a comprehensive review of the 50% ceiling, its exceptions
and their consequences. OBC, SC and ST representatives, constitutional experts
and State Governments must participate in this exercise. Reliable data must
guide reforms, and any constitutional clarification or amendment must respect
constitutional safeguards.

Equality Cannot Be Selective

The Madhya Pradesh and Andhra Pradesh judgments expose the constraints
faced by backward communities seeking greater representation. The EWS
judgment demonstrates that constitutional flexibility beyond 50% is possible
through a specific amendment.

If flexibility is constitutionally possible for EWS reservation, the demand for
adequate representation of OBCs, SCs and STs deserves an equally serious
examination.

The 50% ceiling must not become an unquestionable barrier to social justice.
Parliament must act to ensure that reservation policy reflects India's social
realities and the Constitution's promise of equality, representation and

dignity.m
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HeuUT 16 (1992)

SLAFHIHEG: 50% 2_FFaITIDLID FeIpd HHHBTAr
CUINTITLAPID ~ @HHTT Frelar Hitia pYIfFeamar
QI Gaurawriom eirerTHmIs CHame!

NOVEMBER 16 (1992)

RESERVATION AND CONSTITUTIONAL EQUALITY:

RE-EXAMINING THE LEGACY OF THE
INDRA SAWHNEY JUDGMENT

&.FIevaN3
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sosgeud eearug QpHu Jrflwueamwlifear wWasHw
ans@ndaeied @amr@b. Yo, Q@bHur &zHITD
QuppCurg), FepsLbd Feps LHYLD S®6l THDSHSTPEYSEMTEHD
i inequalities. Because of this, the Constitution didn't

) i look at equality as simply treating everyone the exact
- ( O LIYIULL ¢ same way. If you treat people who started from vastly
:5]@5 f’]m“f““ﬂ@@f’_@@ Q%"L'E“’C,’]“m“’.“_‘”m, @Cr : different positions identically, you end up keeping the
a g’n"l'i",a;. E"‘g’ﬁgfrg' :{;ﬂ’ Lb“‘fr@;” ffggfﬂagﬂ@ﬂw i same inequalities alive. To fix this, the Constitution
2 W’% .. § G265 5 el uggu i allowed the government to take special steps like
fhurs dskbu spshs@ée ssoib amsdo | reservations to help groups that were historically left
QL @z&80 CGuman fAply BLaydmssamer ra : behind p group y
i behind.

NI
%576 GCsamaiu@CaurmsEd s PREGMSHELD
i major clash in the case of Indra Sawhney v. Union of
i India (1992).

—_ . Py . The conflict started when the Central Government
el é“j’mwfug’g’]m Lrpgienysemet pe-GPU 1 jacided to implement the recommendations of the
uGss, Faps LHML soed FHwurs OHUGSSILLL o .
aeLlanmse OBO sl Lafsdod 27% QL gssE0 | Mandal Commission and set aside 27% of government
®aa QeisGurs BBs0 jobs for Socially and Educationally Backward Classes
i (OBCs).

1992 paubuF 169 Csd, AbHu oé5 BHoeamsHer | On 16th November 1992, a landmark 9-judge
i Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court of India

@pdrr srcuafl arHy pHw @emPlud (AR 1993 SC 477) | delivered its judgment in Indra Sawhney v. Union of

! India (AIR 1993 SC 477). The judgment became a

SIrAw@LLY | aior constitutional decision on reservation.
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srauafl ey @BHw @erPwd cupsdHed W Hwren
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Equality is one of the main promises of the Indian
Constitution, but when India became independent,
society was deeply divided by social and educational

This balance between treating everyone equally and
giving extra support to those who need it led to a

19539y b <oy airig &, STALGEDLILE 5SS dr 34031 In 1953, the Central Government appointed the First
HMCOsT Smamwlld Wss | Backward Classes Commission under Article 340,
SpoaTusms  @endlu gled by Kaka Kalelkar. The commission submitted
SATEH DLSSE. HS D 1955 @ gits report in 1955, but the government rejected
sy Sfsmsmw FOLFUNASSSH. PO, SO :
i dissenting note. The issue remained unresolved for

¢ over two decades until 1979, when the government
earhsersen Goars @bsu drédleen £7&sU | appointed the Second Backward Classes Commission
\ :  <bemd. | oeTL-e) | under
poamwlld Grar_reg WHLESsLILLL aELdarn submitted its report in 1980, recommending a 27%

o ) : . . i reservation in Central Government jobs for socially
:?Eg.&bszmrﬁwsfb%z:%gg rimgjf{g 2 GET_'GZ“: i and educationally backward classes. Although the
@@,Umf%s;gmg,@?u@&mu b el 27;’2 @f§g$£® i report sat unimplemented for ten years, the Central
aupris LABSIMTSSS. Sibs SANsMs Lss Spamd s | Government under the Prime Ministership of V.P.Singh

it because the Chairperson Kaka Kalelkar gave a

B.P. Mandal. The Mandal Commission
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Wrawi &i.19. i soeamwullorar wWHHWU ra, 1990%
QLe5s80 apheuspsTar
. ,Q@f‘”ﬂ"ﬂ'?'—g"' Bspe legal challenges, leading to numerous petitions filed
agrs pr6h Y@esid GumLLBsED sQ@owrer | directly in the Supreme Court
FLLE FUTOSEHL er(phsern U asser CBriguns : y p :
i Instead of restricting itself to adjudicating the
QLpss80 I omearufer !
;‘TL'%”'G"  Hemenioentd :(ﬂ"‘—(b\“? aﬁ]&rru‘lggugm@ 'Hg’]f“"‘?' Government, the Supreme Court took it upon itself
puBSsLLIL aigLlaGSETa Ga:l._u?gsm;ﬁz to examine and pronounce a verdict on the very
g Silueflsgn Qurmlienuuwnd o FsfHwerpd
i for Backward Classes.
Bps  upsdd mﬂ&_”ﬁ%”‘i’{mm@ e psélu Gaarel i The Supreme Court had to answer several key
Lfloefiss m$3m®§2?& %’g’l_m;;ug’;g§ questions in this case. First, it had to decide if
Do) reservation under Article 16(4) was just an exception
GTemLIG) @J,l;rnu.luuu_g,j.:g
i needed to define what a "backward class" actually

SAssmsu aigulaey jeLwrad srem smSlenw  meang and whether caste could be used to identify
eramugib uUfENSSL
i these groups.

27%
GSMLILITEn ewTem Wi
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TOSH QT F).

5@H&GL
Srflweeambliyé  FULLD
g0 aniliysster NHs&@ f eNwssm
soSgusSen Q@F HBESLT
‘Wou@ssiul’ L ea@ly’ eeauges Cur@mer ereme,

QgL wnssds  Qa&mereremom
ulLg.

WHuESSLLLL euglleanmse Qur@permsry FHwrs
i and advanced members of a backward group should
Gouaim@iom i be excluded from getting reservation benefits.
Gogib, Qurss BL 5680 50%-ms srar_onom i Additionally, the Court had to decide if total
L @580 wprsmoT
fHwerpd  Siorallss CeuamiquABHsSl.
ALpg5680 aPhs HYI&sEG SrAueablys sl
Dcomen oot EpeniuGESL L:’;;“(r)"wlb U%Z:)vrm;: i the government to give reservations and whether the
jwnmm gvaﬁmfmmuf{mum_ Qé;bd)cn;%é;:—grr i government's 1990 order implementing the Mandal
i report was legally valid under the Constitution.

agd Qupp wHomb Fups FHurs WearCardweuiseamen
ALass8 Ol uaasad®mbg Noss
eranugd péHwwnen Cserellwins @ mbs s

ugell 2 WiesEHsEL
GTEITLIEN S | LD

16(4) wLLECL aflaugsfps,

aanuamswb BHwermd <y Ui QFUISF.
8 srieanfler eungmiseir:

(P ETENeUS S GuTT.

Srflwoeanlly epBdueer &
gl Lany.
srfleow  SgliuenLwnsd  Qasmereuglb
HuruwHpgb aar Heufser cuallujmdSen.

sl QLegssG audwbd
LY
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rem I&E TS L F.

SLIQSSTLIg WG

2 sef B Ser Sy

1992  peubuy  16yLb 2 &5

Cs4),

erpdlw
RFEE_0S Qardensamw L SFID cpenm PoHHwE
Casrlunpaener (perencusss:

1. 27%
vaflgafleo KWPUESHLILLL a@llamée 27%

aranm HHAweTnd gHmE Qsnerg).

2. AFNGawf B&asb: NHLESSILLL @6 (HsE6r
seps  FHus
pearGarflyd 2 draraufsE@hsE QL @R5I5EH IJU_IGBT&SGiT:é

Qur@ermgry FfHwrs esd CQubmIDd
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inally issued an Office Memorandum in August
1990 to grant the 27% reservation. This decision
sparked widespread public protests and intense

27% reservation Government Order issued by the

concept and fundamental principles of reservation

or a real part of equal opportunity. The Court also

Another important question was whether wealthier

reservations could go above 50% and whether
reservation should apply to job promotions. Finally,
it had to examine if Article 16(4) was the only way for

Arguments of Both Sides:
8o sruiaon podpie Apeaner @Jngm&mmg Both sides presented clear arguments before the
285 areller QL @56E0 UPRIG6F, LHDUTEEHEE Court:

aurniliyssner |
SgtueL eflovmu urfsieb adp LISTIFSE | reserved seats would destroy the fundamental right to
ApuGSsiLL  Benadmu mzusﬁsz i equal opportunity for everyone else, and they insisted
S i that using caste as the basis to define backwardness

woUDD, Bar_ srewrs Hoel abs arerHm WLHMID was both wrong and unfair.

) d i On the other hand, the government argued that
TDD STbBESL G gt méasf;m%&(ge?mm";;ﬂﬁ reservations were es.se_ntia.l to fix_ l.ong-standing
BL&SS 2 amanowner HLMULISTE  eenmib Sy historical and social injustices, pointing out that
i treating people identically is not truly fair when they

start from vastly unequal social conditions.

pAwerpsdan ;
pearLg BHudsdr Qarar, Hwiey QmHs Srleu
aupmdug. SHud 19.9. Baer Gl (l,pé;é]u.lmrr&%
Qnss Siuy, Qeameareyd QpHwmelled QL :
i by Justice B.P.Jeevan Reddy and set down three simple
i rules that still guide India today:

QLpss80 QFossssg: eadu ral |
QL
R§5E0 apn@ag rfuaamblyss &I'_I_ll'_l_gjg

The petitioners argued that offering too many

The Supreme Court's Decision

On November 16, 1992, a nine-judge Bench of the
Supreme Court gave its final decision, written mainly

1. 27% Reservation is Valid: The Court agreed
that reserving 27% of central government
jobs for backward classes was constitutional.

2. The "Creamy Layer" Must Be Filtered Out:
Wealthier and socially advanced individuals
within backward classes cannot claim




&858 L g ereny BHwerpd sFmdwg. QFen peld
s arenwwlled 256l CamaiuGCaurmse QL RHHE0
Lwerser QFammenL Wb erend &(HSLILLL ).

3. 50% e.&Faurby: JaaalsGh SHnbs Curguiid
Burwn Hoeeams 2pdHsiw, Qwrss QLpssS6
Qurgieuns 50%-@H SMaTLS sl g erenm HIwermLd
FaHwg).

HHSSLTEE QETOMSTETD, HWTWTET GUFLDLSHEHd G 6T
Qewau@ssiiu@n Curg, QL @855680 sws5505HDE
TEHITAHHM; 2 ETMLWTE FSFUSMNS 2 (HUTSG
aughsren @ &@ell ererm HHwerpd Siwrealsdss.
8pss  Sude  @eps  awd  @sdwwre
Wréflemenser @GNS, H LSS L epern SFTUSEISETTS
Wou@ssiulL augllearfler e fleanwsepdstas Gumrmy.,
sps  BHaow walapssy annd o Q@bHw
WHLESSLIULCLI] gl Lenwlifer sHSgssamen QHIG
CupGarer sT_(Heug QUIBHSSLTMSTSE & (& GLD.

50% BL@5I5850 2-Feambenu wmuflfomer QFLZ6D
wrflekseler o aremwwren WS QHTEMS HenOLIL
LHNID FPsE GLENGS JgHU QL eHssh NHzrisman
Aiemiés wLrfoRsEEsE Arfuembligyé UL
Sfampd Q@ss GCaar@d  aearm  Fal L el
adunssdng. wEsabsTansuiler samilswrear LBINSS
Qanew FepsnisEhsanar CHILD BHL Gl &Hen&Semear,
19929, 1b gy, @mig.en @BAHrm sneuedl 7l o Fefvenpid
fgss 50% o dFagby Csmawpy auamsudled
SLOUUOSHADG Tearug FnlLenblber SHSSMGLD.
wrfleksda shsealen &Fps WSTIHSRSEHSSG gHU
Qurmsswrer QL essE0 Adsmsaar Hiamuiss
aflaugseb Srfluaamwliy Hmsstisamer Cuonbsmerer
Cauam@®id eremm FnlLenolil @emHWIALL U
wen wayssd efllsgerearg. @spars, sl FHuns
UM &sTSESLLULL 69% QL8680 wapeaw CsTerL
sOLBETEH wrHfedwwd g HigSET 1 U]6Terg).
afifiGow smsms ePiss0

ML W efermé @ MH&sLL@D AFOCewy
Sana|Garasmanybd, GOUUTEE  FbuUeTd  WHHILD
Couemnewr  au@pLISmMSS sSamsdle CElLmSW LD
shembwrer UaTeuIbUsmerl  LwerU (S g euensu|d
gl Lenoliy UIGUTS BEDEENET Qszmaw
Sana|Garasd, S@Huder @A  eflemaRriLGTrTSer
Qurgisgen CauamnaaumiiliL|senerib o wisdei
QML &emerwLd QumneuSS (BB S Sflwmuwrs
MsslLusDGS stramwrdlearner; QIHTD .
SULgSEeT LHND CQuUTFSHeoD eurRiISlser 2 erefl L
Apeaeakseaicd HriuluLrg Neareren e SmedludlLEiser
Sflsfsdlerpenr eTenLg FalLenwlfer QTSLTGLD.
plflsepsarar  HAFfHICaw &sHSDS (POMLWTS
aflss Caar@b eearm WNrswLHEGL Fups BH wHmLD
S flarroaisse mwisssHpeL elss wassaflo
gl el Canflyerearg.

ALeg580 QUL &6 GET: elleurgLd,
Srflueeblilyé  FoGFeD LOHHL 2 ETENLOWITE
saps B4 gdwuapdear wUWSMsCU CFTRHADS.
ararpn  fHurs  OHu@SSLULL  Sepsniseier

parCarppsansd sHSGSL SHewWTer 2§F GUFLDLISET
Sdag dlwssn yae|Garadsaflen (pawid 2 amenwITe
FDSHFUGMS LW (PR,  HrHwueenoriL
aupriifluerer urgariyse, @UAssEEs@ Hwrwworer
Wrdhdsgudmaud 2 areDWTE IMUILILSEMETLLD
apBGams 2nd Qe QL5658 Hs Qaraanssaman
STSswerar auensufcr wonuffoemer Qe GeuemHd
aaiuCs Feps BHsaren yliuem s CarflsamaswngLb.
(sLGengwnery &. #geveud, QUnapenneny, SWOPHNG upeflwier
unmiud b @Fwn NHLGSSLILLL eu@GLIL Lewflwnery meo
&FMmISID)

reservation benefits. This ensures the help
reaches those who actually need it.

3. 50% Limit: Total reservations should
generally not go above 50%, keeping open
competition fair for everyone else.

In short, the Court decided that reservation isn't
against equality—it's a tool to build real equality, as
long as it stays within reasonable limits.

It would be pertinent to quote the views of
the AIOBC Employees Federation, which has
championed social justice for Backward Classes
and spearheaded the movement for their rights
for nearly three decades, on these crucial issues
arising from the judgment.

Reconsidering the 50% Reservation Cap

The AIOBC Employees Federation strongly advocates
that States must have the constitutional authority
to determine reservation quotas based on their
actual demographic composition and social realities.
The 50% ceiling laid down in the Supreme Court’s
1992 Indra Sawhney judgment, the Federation
argues, unduly restricts affirmative action for
communities constituting a substantial share of the
population. Through repeated memoranda to the
Union Government, the Federation has demanded
constitutional amendments empowering States to
determine appropriate quotas, drawing attention to
Tamil Nadu'’s protected 69% reservation model.

Abolition of the Creamy Layer Concept

The Federation also strongly opposes the creamy layer
criteria imposed on OBCs, particularly the inclusion
of salary and agricultural income and the application
of rigid monetary thresholds. It argues that these
criteria unfairly exclude eligible OBC candidates from
public-sector employment and higher education,
contributing to unfilled backlog vacancies in
institutions, including IITs and public sector banks.
Through representations to the Prime Minister and
the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment, the
Federation has demanded the complete abolition of
the creamy layer concept for OBCs.

The debate over reservation limits goes to the heart of
constitutional equality and substantive social justice.
Genuine equality cannot be achieved by rigid ceilings
or exclusionary criteria that restrict the advancement
of historically disadvantaged communities. Social
justice demands a meaningful reassessment of
reservation policies to ensure that constitutional
safeguards translate into equitable representation
and real opportunities for OBCs.

(The writer G.Saraswathi is Treasurer,
Union Bank of India Backward Classes Employees
Welfare Association, Tamil Nadu)
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40 questions
on caste, jobs
in Census 2027

NABINDER
BOMMALA | DC
HYDERABAD, OCT. 14

The second phase of
Census 2027, involving
population enumeration,
will begin in January
2027, with residents hav-
ing the option of submit-
ting their details online
through a self-enumera-
tion facility before enu-
merators undertake
house-to-house visits.

The Union government
has notified 40 guestions
for population enumera-
tion, covering caste, reli-
gion, education, occupa-
tion, economic activity,
migration and other
socio-economic details of
household members.

While the first phase
covers housing condi-
tions and household
details, including the
head of the family and
type of house, the second
phase will collect infor-
mation on individual
family members.

The questionnaire seeks
Aadhaar number, voter
ID number and Indian
passport number.

m Page 2: Expect questions
on occcupation, industry

questions on
occupation

FROM PAGE 1

The questions include the highest
educational qualification attained,
occupation, nature of industry, trade
or service, number of children, total
number of bank accounts, place of
Covid-19 vaccination, previous place
of residence and reasons for migra-
tion, wherever applicable, besides
information on the availability of a
driving licence.

“There is perception that Population
Enumeration (PE) is a process to col-
lect caste details, but this task is
about understating socio-economic
status and caste is only one among the
entire component,” said an official.

A training programme for charge
clerks and technical assistants from
Circles 1 to 30 and the Cantonment
Board under the GHMC was held on
Wednesday.

Telangana director of census opera-
tions Bharathi Hollikeri, GHMC com-
missioner R.V. Karnan and others
briefed the staff assigned to popula-
tion enumeration on the procedures
and requirements for Census 2027.

The training covered the formation
of additional enumeration blocks,
preparation of abridged house lists
and use of the Census Management
and Monitoring System (CMMS) por-
tal, including its various modules.

Participants were trained in the use
of the population enumeration
mobile app by enumerators and
supervisors for collecting and record-
ing responses to the 40 questions.

Census 2027:

it T
CENSUS
2027

A Call for Comprehensive
Caste Enumeration

@BB%’OICE  November 2026

The Deccan Chronicle reports (14 October 2026) that Census 2027
will cover 40 questions on caste, education, occupation, economic
activity, migration and socio-economic conditions. While caste
enumeration is a significant step towards evidence-based social justice,
the AIOBC Employees Federation demands that every enumerator
be equipped with comprehensive, officially authenticated caste
lists covering OBC, BC, MBC and other communities, rather than
leaving caste identification entirely to the public. This is essential to
prevent omissions, inconsistencies and misclassification and to ensure
scientific, transparent and credible caste-wise data for equitable
reservation, representation and resource allocation.

e




SIDBTG ATdFar HanmTup!
SLQFIHSI ML SPGB BID SILmunb!!
PRIVATISATION BY THE

TAMIL NADU GOVERNMENT!
A GRAVE THREAT TO RESERVATION!!

- wenenalf . NBTLLDDEOT

- Dr. K. Anbazhagan
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Qanaren s @ s Tamil Nadu is the birthplace of reservation policy.

BTWSD Y GL. ‘Qsdrenen Frgsreal’ gy i In 1928, when four regions—including present-
Quuwfleo SWOPBEIH 2L Bren@ wrHeRsE
192886 PH® !
grepresentation” (reservation) was issued. The

Justice Party was in power at the time. Although

LS. sDEY T QLpsssh Abdésiupw reservation had been discussed earlier, it had not

i been implemented.
EECowy %I.T‘ﬂu'ﬂéo @il_;@g‘]é;g_'._m',_ During British rule, some steps were taken to
Sallgoras Qewerssd Q&u.l{,]@m% P i f social Tustice
Ao QeuOLI@sEsD DLbS6r  Henaudem, | advance reservation as a means o ju .
5955 ACL ordlar Qaraienss SHLLionéd éHowever, the Justice Party deserves credit for
SiTETman p@lb WHHWSH® HapCandlu %making it an official government policy and
QuBmmwLSEEAwsg. u"ﬁuummbmngmﬂmgimplementing it for the first time through a
spsfissns - QL es &8 Dss1s 2 (HeunranGg | government order. The party was formed to secure
i social justice and reservation for non-Brahmin

Arrel i Qensstflen swwAuremgamws srésg | communities.

: The Self-Respect Movement, founded by Thanthai

seved, | Periyar to safeguard the dignity and self-respect

NASTETTL | of the Dravidian people,

ﬂu@ﬁiﬂgg}mm Q"“j’{ﬂ'—u ur@uCL ﬁmm@‘;‘f’ | proportionate representation for non-Brahmins in
fAss_ A Quflunfler semaemouild @“-”“%” educationand governmentemployment. The Justice
spsfHésnas Qg:r?:h‘li?;) Party began functioning under Periyar’s leadership

i and was renamed the Dravidar Kazhagam in 1944.

day Tamil Nadu—were part of the Madras
Presidency, the first order introducing “communal

worked to secure

. . . . . . i It has continued to champion social justice.
ArrelLy swss5Hambgs rHlud sLAurss
Coranfu 8.5, AHws pdu s dser i The DMK and AIADMK, which emerged as political
sOLBT g6 @Legssd oy QuAung i
o widen. reservation in Tamil Nadu in keeping with Periyar’s
CRICTE
QL @ss8 aLs FOPBTL G UTHETSHLaD |
ur@uUL@ :

i reservation, taking to the streets when necessary.

parties from the Dravidar Kazhagam, increased

social-justice principles. The Dravidar Kazhagam
has continued to work to protect and expand

- . . . L éToday, Tamil Nadu’s reservation level has been
iflenauile, @WG:S]Q)U_I. 5@9«5"(9_ m"ﬁmgfm@ raised to 69 per cent and is protected by law.
2 Wi5BLLLE 5|'_|_|L(||:9u5rr;"gru£:-j:g ,If}jlmmcﬁrg)z i The State stands at the forefront in India in
soal@smse QLlal, GbSuTeGatu terms of the proportion of reservation provided.
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ArrellLy swsd sowaf LrsLi & eSywenfl

wsfwsgabd &8 QesuiHurgLb.

saflurjowgens s Ceauswrss

apdamer. QpuCad e’
Bler 2pus5s Heoowrisameas Falurmss
STTUNT&EES SllgsEGLD @endll LINY.& rens

@aflu e saflurfowianss GCarearhour

QLess8L066 RpUSS
saflwurfowworermed  UWkIGgulerd,
ul G,

sepshs

LMSSILLL

aumiliy&@w  QummbgiLb.
sopshHéamer
@WssILEID.

@pflerauie, AHHu gerhu Dy Qsuiga®LD :
Hosell GCsramg@w
Guprugdemar i Minister, Joseph Vijay, have initiated steps that will

poLpaplub@sssds sHCurespw give grave threat of privatisation pursued by the

sBlLEIG  rs  QurUCuhmieTer g,.Qeu.af. BJP-led Union Government—a policy described
Gﬁ%“" ! here as digging a grave for social justice.
Qupw

i SANITATION WORKERS

soyTeys |
i is being handed over through tenders to private

@L@&wL§ : contractors, placing sanitation workers under

woplld guumLssd salung wpsenefsefler private employers. This is an extreme injustice to

Sgmwsanseh Cursg swsfdsgs  social justice. Sanitation workers are demanding

g]lll.ulj'qu'} that they be made government employees. In the
LT CoramMb o mﬁfu‘;va‘mﬂ; birthplace of social justice, Tamil Nadu, workers are
é%j::_‘gl_ @Jf.r@ irmféﬂ”;m umuulj:a;@ B being driven to sit on heaps of garbage—treated as
EDLIUGH;] Qilrrlc.gi)%]mﬁa;c'ﬁ Log’aﬂg,gau‘]mmé;@l.b i though they themselves were human refuse—in
spsRdsEn CUITTIOL amb sapssSulen their struggle for human rights and social justice.
BL&ESQTON? ! Is this acceptable in Periyar’s land? Is it something

i to be proud of?
TRANSPORT DEPARTMENT
A contract has reportedly been entered into with a

uaflwrdHEL @LOBf wHHWD BLSSHTsmens private company named “Avantika”, based in Uttar

- swpsffeel

‘seflwuriwwib’ er e &l m

TEH, s  (PpsvenwEsf Cmrsl
Saufsear  QarLmSluyerer GQFwed
suamasGlusTE@L.

SLOPHTL Ig 6o QumBbsTEsafld
Qgmfléd Qelww Fuyres Csrhlorarisamens
safluny  QUUBSSSTITSET  epeLd

Qe o Fsuls JFHurg.
Qamfloreariser @erm TS

o9 wrer  SOIPHTLIg60
Quflunry werefln® Q& QuUEmenLWT?
CUTHSNTHHIH HlDD

sBlppriger CuUrs@arssgs gGonpulad

s Asar® QLamsdh aprsiupb i This
wrHowrs Wsadllsdd o derg. @g GQufiumy i Dravidian movement, following Periyar’s path.
afuier Arrelliy QuésssSer snsemen ereamuSe
aMm5556 QPLbdome. QaCaupfsss
this achievement must also be acknowledged.

EEEMETLITES  GFWOULLIT  aTerugl eurerhm : At a time when the Union Government is rapidly

i RN i . i pursuing—and planning further—privatisation,
Garerpw srosCLsHd @bHu el SAT& : this policy poses a challenge to social justice. The
. 1 . ; QGU—]QIU? Dravidar Kazhagam and other parties committed to
E;L:;)U:EMLD @i&rﬂg_Tr)G:rTa; ﬂf@?@?g& jﬁj L:ci:ig ?:g?; social justice have therefore demanded reservation
sefluny  senpulaith @;@gé‘g@ Caidr@ib i in the private sector as well. They have repeatedly
aarm ALy sREQL @85  &mSsdrer resisted attempts by jthe Unif)r'l Qovernment to hanq
swasd sraeh sldsepb Gred QSRS oyer. power-.genef*atlon facilities such as Neyveli
Gurenp : Lignite to private interests.

The foremost reason for opposing the Union
{ Government’s drive towards privatisation is the

adlfsg0 Curymy uawean sH&sLLLGHerag. danger it poses to reservation. If public services

i and institutions are privatised, communities that

Qupdliues eadiluugpaner (59.5:’5)5"3““(3"-0 ghave historically been denied social justice—
rerUSTSL- ¢ including Scheduled Tribes, Scheduled Castes
el s STRS3Y : and Most Backward Classes—may be deprived of

SeyLd ,r_r)u(b\g,g,uul_. g'_fm G'-Gg]@] i opportunities to which they are entitled. Under
&(y)g,rru_lg, (3 %ﬂ' &
Qesr@ewaemd uUTHésiLlL wL&SERSGAW | the .
£8 Aaés amiiiGdame. @eapu s 1L i to government employment and educational
QLes680 ral uallsgb sod sHGL oppgrtunltles. : ) :
BeWmFwbTaTdD eliminate reservation as a mechanism for social
QLess80 wolab i justice in the affected sectors.

Against this background, it is deeply concerning

is undeniably an achievement of the

The historically significant role played by Dr. K.
Veeramani, President of the Dravidar Kazhagam, in

present framework, reservation applies

Privatisation would effectively

that the present Tamil Nadu government, led by
the Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam (TVK), and its Chief

In major cities across Tamil Nadu, sanitation work
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Coin@s@uUSHE 2657u97Cses s i Pradesh, to recruit drivers and conductors for Tamil
‘Qaupdesr eaearm @m sSelwry HmneuersgL e Nadu'’s transport sector. This arrangement may not

Gurse ;
arsgd gopl CUBHHSERES LOBT LHDID :
bLSgIBFsmens CsiHosELLg WL HLOTL®, | from Uttar Pradesh to be selected for these jobs.
255700 TCss5568T778® em '-i) The privatisation could erode reservation and
: . (Slfrrrrug,g,j%o allow jobs to be taken away from local people in
peLGlpL (?f“""c’]ﬂ’%‘" BLegs800 .Gurru_!, : favour of applicants from other States.
Qarclilvrflossrmse Camawsbeardamd :

seflwmy ELECTRICITY DEPARTMENT

@uUBsLIHN L g.  SOWDBETL g0

Suuaflsss  Csipes0sEw

QareatenerCur@d  CarhHienwenw s
wwisred sWOLEIEH shHssl Curdpg.
WatFnas sHianm

LIFEGTS oL LD Qar_miflelLar.
Wengrys Genpll uveflurearfsener QUUBS :
St e Csipshs@w  HL

Hlensnrsd snéGsamaci s CQarHeanwwrerg).
LIGOB 60D BLDS IS 6N

fauiys swuer aupGaupy jeflssiL@Hmg).
DT@T BaNe0UIBIZGHET

dworer Hoowrismens
STENFaINF&ESE & (H
SOPBI g6  (PSOMDEST

Cgrsll  afigu

QamewrL_mLLb g mei.
urfluerroersnry &epsHd
wpodab BrsgsuCurss  Qewws
aruu@w g858 L Cw
Qaaemy gaflu  Sirs

SlenflBgledLLg).

sUREIH  SiTs
SaflwmFow, QmsdHenn
SPSHOL QU@  Humwb
eaarmea@mbd 2 ey
@alaurmaumsGL 2arfds GCauar@b -

Qar@uCGunrd. eadHisnes
spsfeow BSOS QarmluCumb.

CELICEIrS
wrssdne YaGu
i to hand over airports to private operators. Such a

AP T&EEGS sgsb ey eflorer i move would primarily benefit powerful corporate

Bvowrsed absrd gral - bure ‘ groups such as Adani, Ambani and Tata.
Lrer Gumerpy uUamssETrS SHORSORSEHESS :
i PRIVATISATION: A THREAT TO SOCIAL JUSTICE

QupdL ;
2 (Hhaursslul L QL asissl [0\ Qanetensenw |
Qarem@ policy created to secure social justice for non-

eWTFOWD. | Brahmin communities. The author contends that

. b 20 Ceiig) @ngmg’ the Tamil Nadu Government, following the path of
Sisar aifl puéed sUPETE Sirad Aslug i the Union government, has also become willing to

BenLpenmiiu® sl ! pursue this course.
QL @s 68 amL Everyone must recognise that the privatisation

TS
CGauar@w -

only outsource recruitment for State transport
buses but could also open the way for candidates

The thermal power stations at Thoothukudi and
Ennore face the risk of privatisation. It is also
EN656GL — TaTa] SaOen oWk :
seflwurfoworGd Pudgy =derg. eIGsefd electricity meters is reportedly to be handed over
e sLLewd seawrsCs@uy Gewuwd  wel |, private entities. Preparatory steps for this have
g,soﬂ%urnﬂl_l'.b @uua.m_ésa;uu@m‘ Grdm"g.] é'g’]'i.éé] allegedly been under way for two months. The
s®mb Ceud. @sparar Qewourhsea Qrear@ : proposal to recruit electricity-sector workers on

i a contract basis is more damaging than an electric

shocking that the task of reading household

i shock.
. UNIVERSITIES

The minimum land requirement for establishing

udsmasspsrsmars saflury GeTLm&L 100 | private universities has reportedly been reduced

g&&7 flob Csma adums 12 gési GuIgb  from 100 acres to just 12 acres. This amounts to
eremml @m}!’&&""‘.”—(aaﬂ_'—'—g'_ g,aﬂmrn;r. MD@”@ i rolling out the red carpet for private colleges and
LHMD LOSOVESPEREEHSES QI (PO | universities.

. AIRPORTS

A month ago, Tamil Nadu Chief Minister Joseph
Vijay reportedly wrote to the Union Government

Privatisation is portrayed as a calculated plan to
dilute and ultimately undermine the reservation

being pursued by the Tamil Nadu Government poses
a grave danger to the reservation system already in

i place. We must make others aware of this danger
sepafd sy basiuLmoed 5"5.‘@'—"{ Gu"ﬁéi@]Td) as well. Let us raise a powerful collective voice to
FH5HEE5EG i prevent the death of social justice and restore it for
future generations.

(sLGewgwnem — wnfeo &anols NgFenT G Slenwliunen], :

Bonefl sigsib) |

(The writer is the: State Coordinator, Rural Propaganda
Committee, Dravidar Kazhagam)
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CONVERSION DOES NOT
ERASE BACKWARDNESS

~ A Debate on OBC Reservation, Constitution
and Social Justice

THE *ﬁi@@ HINDU 16 October 2026 | L)g;c;n Chronicle__ 16 October 2026

SC holds that conversion does not Too ‘other’ to be ‘backward’?
automatlca.“y gl'ant quota beneﬁts ThL‘ Constitution-makers provided for reservation expressly for the Scheduled

Castes and Scheduled Tribes as a form of affirmative action to bring the people
who belonged 1o the dalit and adivasi communities to the mainstream of society
by giving them opportunities and their due share in power.

A person who converts from a Hindu social order to a non-Hindu social order cannot claim affirmative
action under Article 16(4) of the Constitution merely on the basis of the social backwardness

associated with his pre-conversion status, says court, dismissing an appeal filed by Tamil Nadu govt. e T o o the Lo e oo Tl W B
| Krishnadas Rajagopal had sobeserd ki, Toe wi el ok vk Bedie docustudd those communities by the rest of the Hindu community. And hence the provision cov-
| NEW DELHI policy of et wtes 31 i

" e ] ered only those people who were part of the Hindu community; these who converted to
: koo e e emnpaniere ||| other religions moved out of its caver.

At the same time, the Constitution provided for the introduction of reservation for |

‘LD(‘IE!"\ and educationally backward people irrespective of their religious faith. The
ion of the Mandal Commission report has extended the benefits accrued to
the SC/ST communities to the Other Backward Classes.

Solving the matrix of castes and classes in India is a tough job as it does not take one
linear approach. Hence the Supreme Court’s decision that converts from a Hindu back-
ward community to a Muslim backward community cannot enjoy the benefits enjoyed
by OBCs triggers more questions than they seek to answer.

The court is of the conclusive opinion that a person does not carry his backwardness
| when he moves from one religion to the other. In the instant case, a person converted
from a backward Hindu community to a Muslim community which the government
had already designated as a backward community. The court may be right in saying
Islam does not approve of classes inside its community, but the situation on the ground
and the spirit of the Constitution could be suggesting something else.

Backwardness is a social construct, and not a religious one, Especially in the instant
case where more than 95 per cent of the Muslims are designated as OBCs in Tamil Nadu.

Reservationsare nol the end, lrul ameans. And a powerful one at that. As long asnhe
Consdtituti Vi 5 fi j[fet

rovision must be reﬁected In its implementation. irrespective of conversion. [t is ume
society took up the matter for serious Introspection.
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Brief Analysis of the Deccan Chronicle Editorial
Title: “Too ‘Other’ to Be ‘Backward’?” — 16 October 2026

The editorial raises an important constitutional and social justice question:
Can religious conversion automatically deprive a person of OBC reservation benefits,
even when the community continues to suffer from social and educational backwardness?

KEY ARGUMENTS CRITICAL OBSERVATION

Backwardness is not necessarily erased by conversion: The editorial’s strongest argument is that reservation
The editorial questions the assumption that a person converting || should address demonstrable social and educational
from a Hindu OBC community to Islam automatically loses backwardness rather than rely solely on religious identity.

. : : : However, the legal position requires careful distinction:
recognition of theiv social andjeducationalibackwarness; eligibility depends on the applicable Central or State OBC list,

the community's recognition, and the relevant legal
requirements. Conversion does not automatically establish
OBC eligibility either.

( CONCLUSION

The editorial provides an important basis for the OBC
movement to demand a fair, evidence-based review of the
reservation status of socially and educationally backward

| communities, including converted Muslims.

A distinction between religion and social status: It highlights
thetensions between caste-based social disadvantage and
religious identity. Social discrimination and historical
disadvantage may persist even after a change of religion.

more than 95% of Muslims in Tamil Nadu are designated as OBCs,
illustrating the importance of examining backwardness beyond
religious boundaries.

( THE CENTRAL MESSAGE ]

Social disadvantage cannot simply be presumed
to disappear with a change of religion; reservation
policy must be examined in light of constitutional
principles, recognised community status and
actual social conditions.

Need for serious constitutional scrutiny: It questions whether
excluding converted persons adequately reflects the ground
realities of social backwardness and calls for closer examination
of the issue.

e Tamil Nadu'’s significant context: The editorial notes that

. Lditorial Boar
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Madhya Pradesh 27% OBC Reservation:
High Court Sethack, State Moves Supreme Court

ik s

THE FREE PRESS JOURNAL

State to file SLP
challenging HC
verdict rejecting
27% 0BC quota

Our Staff Reporter
BHOPAL

The state government will file
a Special Leave Petition (SLP)
challenging the Madhya Pra-
desh High Court order which
rejected 27 per cent reserva-
tion for Other Backward
Classes (OBC), upholding 14
per cent OBC reservation and
the 50 per cent upper limit on
reservation in the state.

A couple of days ago, Chief
Minister Mohan Yadav had a
meeting with Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta and advocate

High Court on Oct 9
rejected 27% OBC
quota and upheld
14% reservation

general Prashant Singh in New
Delhi to file an SLP in the top
court. On March 8, 2019, the
Kamal Nath-led Congress gov-
ernment had promulgated an
ordinance to increase OBC
reservation from 14 per cent to
27 per cent. The state Assem-
bly later passed the sup-por-
ting legislation in July 2019.
Unreserved category stu-
dents and petitioners like SA-
PAKS (Samanya, Pichhda
Evam Alpsankhyak Varg Ad-
hikari Karmachari Sanstha)
had filed over 90 petitions
against the August 2019
Amend-ment Act.

) Continued on | P8

Legal Battle on Reservation and Social Justice Continues _

.18

The Madhya Pradesh Government has filed a Special Leave Petition (SLP)
in the Supreme Court challenging the High Court’s October 9, 2026 verdict
striking down the 27% OBC reservation. The High Court upheld the existing
14% quota and the 50% overall reservation ceiling, holding that the State
had failed to establish exceptional circumstances for increasing the quota.

KEY POINTS FROM THE HIGH COURT VERDICT <%,

Struck down 2019 law: The MP High Court declared the law increasing
OBC reservation from 14% to 27% as unconstitutional.

No exceptional circumstances: The State failed to establish
extraordinary conditions to breach the 50% ceiling laid down by
the Supreme Court (Indra Sawhney judgment).

OBCs entitled, but only 14%: The Court said OBCs are certainly entitled
to reservation, but the increase from 14% to 27% is not justified.

Cited OBC representation: The Court observed that OBCs are
adequately represented in higher education, public employment and
politics, including four successive OBC Chief Ministers.

Recruitment impact: New recruitment to provide only 14% OBC reservation.
Appointments made between 2019 and September 29, 2022, are protected
and will be adjusted in the next three recruitment drives.

87:13 formula: Posts held back under the 87:13 arrangement to be filled from
the unreserved category within three months. About 9,500 posts with ESB
and 1,300 with MPPSC are on hold.

STATE GOVERNMENT’S RESPONSE

@ Chief Minister Mohan Yadav met a delegation of the OBC Mahasabha and
assured that the government is committed to protecting OBC interests.

@ A Special Leave Petition has been filed in the Supreme Court and a detailed,
point-by-point examination of the judgment is being undertaken.

Free Press - Bhopal
epaper Edition
Fri, 16 October 2026

((a% POLITICAL AND SOCIAL REACTIONS m

@ OBC Mahasabha warned of further agitation if concrete steps are not taken.

® Bhim Army and Azad Samaj Party demanded a special Assembly session
to implement the higher quota and threatened a major protest. i

""" THE ISSUE IS NOT WHETHER OBCs DESERVE RESERVATION,
BUT WHETHER ADEQUATE REPRESENTATION AND SOCIAL JUSTICE

Lot o

= ARE ENSURED THROUGH RELIABLE DATA AND A FAIR LEGAL FRAMEWORK. -8
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AP HC strikes down 34% BC
quota in local body elections

Court says the reservation exceeds the 50% threshold laid down by the
Supreme Court; it further directs State government and State Election
Commission to begin poll process within six weeks

V.R vendra
VIJAYAWADA

Division Bench of
the Andhra Pra-
desh High Court,

comprising Chief Justice Li-
sa Gill and Justice Challa
Gunaranjan, on Thursday

set aside Government Or- 8

ders 105 and 1005 througb
which the governmeon pro-
vided 34% reservation to
the Backward Classes (BCs)
in Panchayat Raj Institu-
tions (PRIs) and 33.33% qu-
ota in the Urban Local Bo-
dies (ULBs).

The court said that they
exceeded the 50% thresh-
old laid down by the Su-
preme Court.

While striking down the
impugned G.Os, the court

The Government and Parliament must seriously examine
this disparity and ensure equitable treatment

@BB%’OICE  November 2026

L _ =
The High Court gives liberty to the State to revist
the issue and determine the percentage of
reservation for BCs . FILE PHOTO

gave liberty to the government to revisit
the issue and determine the percentage
of reservation for BCs keeping in view
the apex court judgment in Janhit
Abhiyan vs Union of India after
completing the exercise of data
collection in compliance with the judg-
ment in Vikas Kishanrao Gawali vs
State of Maharashtra. The judges have
expressed the opinion that the empirical
data collected by the State through
unified family survey cannot form the
basis of declaration for reservation

for the BCs.

SC rejects A.P. plea to restore

34% BC quota in local bodies

Court says data from a unified family survey are insufficient to justify the
enhanced reservation; State argues the 2026 qouta exercise was based
on a fresh survey and a dedicated panel’s findings

Aaratrika Bhaumik
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Friday dismiss-

ed the Andhra
Pradesh govemment's ap-
ruling that struck down its
decision to restore 34% re-
servation for Backward
Classes (BC) in local bo-
dies. The court upheld the
October 1 verdict that the
State had failed to produce
the empirical data necess-
ary to justify breaching
the 50% reservation
ceiling.

Senior advocate Mukul
Rohatgi contended before
aBench of Justices Dipan-
Kar Datta and Sheel Nagu
that the State’s decision

1 S—

You show us how

this data can
be considered. This is a
unified family survey.
Under what law is
this being made? Very
reasonable approach
by the High Court
SUPREME COURT

was supported by demo-
graphic data and other em-
pirical material, but the
High Court had erroneous-
ly concluded that it fell
short of the requirements
previously laid down by
the top court for breaching
the 50% reservation cap.
The Bench observed
that figures drawn from a

L 2 S,

o Our View: s

While the Supreme Court upheld 10% EWS reservation
beyond the 50% ceiling, enhanced OBC reservation
continues to face judicial obstacles on the same ceiling.
Is this not a question of constitutional consistency
and social justice?

in reservation policies.

TDP to give 34%
seats to BCs in
local polls: Naidu

Reacting to the SC verdit,
AP.CM N. Chandrelatia
Naidu said the TDP wouid
o CODLNME. 10,050
DAY S ot 1 T
weal bodypolts.

unified family survey were
insufficient to justify the
the Hiced quota in the ab-
sence of a speiile dismissing
remarked while dismissing
the plea.

The State argued the
2026 quota exercise was
based on a fresh survey, lo-
cal-body data and a dedi-
cated commission’s |
findings.
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TAMIL NADU PRIVATE UNIVERSITIES
AMENDMENT BILL, 2026: A GRAVE
THREAT TO SOCIAL JUSTICE, RESERVATION
AND PUBLIC EDUCATION IN TAMIL NADU

- P. B. Prince Gajendra Babu

- Synopsis: The TVK government in Tamil Nadu has lowered the land and endowment requirements
for setting up private universities through an amendment to the Tamil Nadu Private Universities Act,
2019, a year after the previous DMK government withdrew a different amendment that proposed
converting existing colleges into universities. Educationalist Prince Gajendra Babu says the State
should strengthen public universities facing staff shortages and administrative problems instead
of easing entry for private institutions. He also sees the amendment as an extension of the Union
government’s deregulation agenda and says high fees could deny disadvantaged students access

to private higher education.

rticles 15 and 16 of the Constitution of India
Aseek to create opportunities for communities

that are socially and educationally
disadvantaged and to establish social equality.
Article 17 clearly declares that the practice of
untouchability, and the disabilities arising from it,
are offences punishable by law. The Constitution’s
vision can become a reality only when Articles 15,
16 and 17 are implemented in full, thereby giving
effect to Articles 14 and 21.

Reservation remains possible in government
colleges and government-aided colleges. If the
managements of aided colleges surrender their
government-aided courses to the government and
turn themselves into fully self-financing colleges,
reservation will disappear. Students from reserved
categories may also lose scholarships and other
entitlements. If a private management closes a
college and starts a university instead, fees may
rise many times over, allowing only those with

money to enter such higher-education institutions.

There are no adequate legal safeguards to prevent
a private aided college from becoming entirely
self-financing. D.B. Jain College in Thoraipakkam,
Chennai, is a striking example. Likewise, there
are no clear statutory safeguards to stop a private
management from closing its college and starting
a university. Private universities do not provide
reservation, nor do students from reserved
categories receive the various forms of educational
assistance available to them. At the same time,
private institutions have been given complete
freedom to charge very high fees.

This is the very principle underlying the National
Education Policy 2020. The Union Government is
determined to implement it by 2030. The Modi
Government’s Viksit Bharat Shiksha Adhishthan
Bill, 2025, would help accomplish that objective.
The Tamil Nadu Government has followed the
Union Government’s parliamentary tactics—
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going a step further by not even consulting parties
that support its government. On the last day of
the Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly session,
amid disruptions that included the removal of
Opposition members, it hurriedly passed the Tamil
Nadu Private Universities (Amendment) Bill, 2026.

The question people are asking is why such a
Bill was passed so quickly, on the final day of the
Assembly session, without a broad and inclusive
debate. The Higher Education Minister says
that the government does not intend to convert
government-aided colleges into universities.
However, the Bill creates the possibility of doing so.

To cite an example, the management of D.B. Jain
College surrendered its aided courses to the
government. Courses that had operated with
government assistance for decades had developed
infrastructure with public support, including
government grants and grants from the University
Grants Commission. Today, that infrastructure is
being used by private self-financing courses. How
can this be justified? The government has been
unable to challenge the management on this. The
management blamed the government for failing
to appoint sufficient teachers for fifteen years and
thereby achieved its objective.

Across Tamil Nadu, many government-aided
colleges are gradually reducing student admissions
to their aided courses. Following the same model
as D.B. Jain College, other aided colleges could
also become entirely self-financing institutions. A
private management may close its college and start
a new university instead.

Under the Tamil Nadu Private Universities
(Amendment) Bill, 2026, if an institution has the
minimum land required, there is no obstacle to
it starting a university. If a management says,
“We have closed the college and are starting a
new university,” how can it be stopped? Private
universities will not receive government grants.
They will not be required to follow Tamil Nadu’s
69% reservation policy in student admissions or in
the recruitment of teaching and non-teaching staff.
Reservation will disappear, and social justice will
be pushed into its grave.

After effectively digging a grave for social justice,
the TVK has added the word “social justice” to the
name of its political alliance the very next day. This
is a mockery. The Bill substantially reduces the
land requirement and endowment deposit needed
to establish private universities. It provides that 12
acres in the Chennai Corporation area, 18 acres in
other municipal corporation and municipal areas,
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and 25 acres in other areas would be sufficient. It
also reduces the required endowment deposit from
%50 crore to X25 crore.

Tamil Nadu’s State universities are already
struggling with funding and several other problems.
The TVK Government appears unconcerned about
the weakening of all State universities, including
the University of Madras and Madurai Kamaraj
University, which have produced—and continue
to produce—outstanding scholars and specialists
recognised around the world.

The TVK Government is weakening public
universities that operate to international standards,
while claiming that private institutions will create
world-class universities through this amendment.
The voices of our predecessors—Dr. B. R. Ambedkar,
Thanthai Periyar, Singaravelar, freedom fighter V.
0. Chidambaram Pillai, and K. Kamaraj—will be
drowned out by the sound of the whistle, the TVK’s
election symbol.

The working class, students and youth will unite,
rise with determination, and defeat both the Tamil
Nadu Private Universities (Amendment) Bill, 2026,
and its all-India counterpart, the Viksit Bharat
Shiksha Adhishthan Bill, 2025, which seeks to
place the whole of higher education at the mercy
of the market. Our education, our sovereignty—

protecting them is our responsibility!
(This is an edited English translation of the author’s
original article in Tamil. The author is the General
Secretary of the State Platform for Common School
System, Tamil Nadu (SPCSS-TN). Translated into English
by G. Karunanidhi, Editor, OBC VOICE)
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THOUGHTS OF PERIYAR:

UNVEILING PORTRAITS -
OUR PURPOSE BEHIND IT

We never hold portrait unveiling events to smash
coconuts and worship the great men and women.
We do not beg them to forgive our sins. Nor do we
seek favours in compensation. We know that those
portraits have no power to perform miracles. We never
urge people to carry such portraits in a procession or
to install them in temples for worship. We are against
such insane activities.

We unveil portraits of great people to help people
know how selfless, magnanimous and noble those
people were. We want everyone to learn unknown
facts about the well - known people; about how
they strove with their own efforts and sweat of brow
without expecting anything in return. Today’s youth
should learn much about them. We believe that such
well - known people would inspire the public and
motivate them to follow in the footsteps of those noble
men. People should realise that service to mankind
becomes a crime when it becomes a paid labour. This
is our purpose behind unveiling portraits. It is done
to transmit humanism all around us. Unlike many
sycophants who unveil portraits to flatter the kith and
kin of the deceased, we unveil to propagate the glory
of great men and create an impact on our people.

The greatness of people such as Pitti
Thyagarayar and King of Panagal

We have been unveiling at various places, portraits of
Pitti Thyagarayar, King of Panagal and Dr.C. Natesan
in order to inspire people and emulate them in ideals,
thoughts and public services. Those noble men never
deceived gullible people by promising them salvation
through blind worship of Gods and Goddesses....

The great men whose portraits we normally unveil
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never wanted to be worshipped by people in temples
or at home. They daringly opposed superstitious,
outdated customs, traditional rituals and every kind
of blind faith. They fought for the spread of humanism
and equality as well as absolute social justice. Such
revolutionaries are generally found to have been
tortured by ignorant people. During their lifetime
such truly great people have been unsung heroes,
enduring intolerable persecutions. We unveil the
portrait of such great men to reveal their nobility and
transmit their virtues.

The present may condemn - but the future
would commend!

The great Greek philosopher, Socrates was killed by
poisonous hemlock because he preached the youth
to ask questions and challenge fundamental beliefs.
Gautam Buddha struggled to eradicate Aryan myths,
but in vain....

During their lifetime these great men were not
understood but today millions of people all over the
world, follow their principles and ideals. Similarly, the
great men cited by me may be rebuked by the world
at present but the future awaits to understand and
glorify them. It applies to us too. Our views, ideals
and thoughts may be ignored and disliked by selfish
lumpens today but the dusk of ignorance would fall
tomorrow and the dawn of wisdom would certainly
break. Ignorant mob may ignore us today but they
would realise and repent tomorrow. Our services
would reap benefits in future. This is our profound
belief. Hence, we endure today all sufferings with
unflinching resolve. We are sure to help and lead
people to the zenith of wisdom. It is this unshakeable
faith which makes us continue our selfless public
services, despite all obstacles and hurdles.

The future of the flattered

The more we are hated by the ignorant mob, the more
we realise the greatness of our noble services. But the
small people eulogised by the people in the past, have
now been forgotten.

The torch-bearers of the past

Anyone whose mind operates on a higher level of
intellect, can understand that truly great people who
are victims of hatred today are in fact the real torch-
bearers for a prosperous tomorrow....

Truly great people never really die. They are sown like
seeds to sprout again tomorrow in other forms. This
is the significance of the unveiling of portraits by us.

(Courtesy: ‘Kudi Arasu’,
10th January, 1948)
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Do backward classes have
political representation? ¥
Odisha panel to find out * _

Odisha government has constituted a commission - i4' , _l ' ‘
to examine the political representation of : ) "I
Socially and Educationally Backward Classes (SEBCs)

in rural and urban local bodies in the State. .
KEY OBJECTIVES OF THE COMMISSION
Bhubaneswar: The Odisha government has set up a

high-level commission, headed by retired High Court @ Assess the current level

ODISHA

judge Justice Pramath Patnaik, to examine whether of political representation
backward classes have adequate political representation of backward classes (SEBCs)
in rural and urban local bodies. inrural and urban local bodies.

The decision comes ahead of the upcoming local body @ Collect and analyse data

elections. The commission has been tasked with on the representation of

analysing the existing level of representation of SEBCs, SEBC communities.
collecting necessary data and making recommendations
on appropriate reservation for backward classes. Make recommendations
2 y [ X LW onthe extent of reservation
The State Government said the move aims to ensure G il et in
social justice and inclusive governance by providing local body elections.

adequate political space to backward communities

in local self-government institutions. Ensure social justice and
inclusive governance by

Retired High Court Judge providing adequate political

Justice Pramath Patnaik ﬁ;f;ﬁ“%ﬁ;&"ﬁ:ﬁ;
will head the commission gove

bé The commission will A Sigl.liﬁcaﬂt step tOWi_ll-'dS
examine the existing ensuring adequate political
representation of SEBCs representation for

and suggest appropriate
reservation in local bodies.

Backward Classes in Odisha.
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AIUBOBCEWA DELEGATION MEETS NCBC CHAIRPERSON TO PRESENT
KEY GRIEVANCES - DELHI - 13. 10 2026

A symposium on Caste Census, Abolition of the Creamy Layer, and Inclusion of 0BC
Quota in the Women's Reservation Bill, organised by
the UCO Bank OBC Employees Federation (UOEF) at Patna — 4.10.2026

The Annual General Body Meeting of the General Insurance Backward Class
Employees Welfare Association (GICBCEWA) — United India Insurance Co. was held
on 27 September 2026, in Chennai

4th State Conference & 4th General Body Meeting of Union Bank Backward Classes
(OBC) Employees Welfare Association, Maharashtra — NASIK - 24.10.2026
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