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Visit of Parliamentary Committee for OBC @ Hyderabad — 22.10.2024
Office-bearers of AIOBC Employees Federation
U.Chinnaiah, S.Ravikumar, A.Yakkaiah and other leaders submitted representation to
Shrl Ganesh Smgh M P Chalrperson of the OBC Commlttee
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3-days workshop for OBC representatlves on D|s0|plmary matters
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Social Justice Conerence.orgamzed by the
Samajlk Chetna Foundatron Nyas” at Lucknow (UP) - Sept 29, 2024

Meeting of the Office- i)earers (n Chnnal) |
of the AIOBC Employees Federation held at Chennai on 19.10.2024.

Ms G. Preethl Newly elected General Secretary for MFL OBC Assouatlon Chennalfellutated

e November 2024 -EE}BVOICE



EDITORIAL

RBEEYOICE

Private Circulation

Vol: 2 No: 7 November 2024

Editor:
G.Karunanidhy

Editorial Board:
Vaeyuru Tholibangan
Ravindra Ram
T.Ravikumar
K.Chandran
G.Malarkodi

Published by:
G.Karunanidhy
10/1040 Jeevan Bhima Nagar
Anna Nagar West Extension

Chennai 600101

Printed at:
Krishnaraj Printers
36, Devarajan Street
Royapettah
Chennai 600014
Tel:+91 044-28485938/37

Email:
empower.socialjustice
@gmail.com

Website:
empowertrust.org

The views expressed
in the articles
are not necessarily ours

GLOBAL INEQUALITY
INCLUSIVE GROWTH IS THE KEY

he Nobel Memorial Prize in Economics was awarded for this

I year 2024 to three economists - Professors Daron Acemoglu,

Simon Johnson, and James Robinson for their work on explaining

inequality among countries - why some countries are rich and others

poor and have documented that freer, open societies are more likely to
prosper.

According to the researchers, countries with “inclusive” institutions
that protected personal property rights and allowed for widespread
economic participation tended to end up on a pathway to longer-term
prosperity. Those that had “extractive” institutions - ones that helped
elites to maintain control but which gave workers little hope of sharing
in the wealth - merely provided short-term gains for the people in
power.

Dr Acemoglu said “more authoritarian growth” is often more unstable
and less innovative. Asked about how economic growth in countries like
China fits into the theories, the researcher doubts China can sustain its
economic prosperity as long as it keeps a repressive political system.
Robinson quotes, “There are many examples in world history of societies
like that which do well for 40, 50 years.” “What you see is that’s never
sustainable.... The Soviet Union did well for 50 or 60 years."

The Nobel laureates have also shed light on why inclusive institutions,
which are found to be extremely important for long-term economic
growth, have not been adopted by more countries in the world. They
attribute this to the different choices that rulers face in their respective
countries. When the rulers of a country are able to safely extract sufficient
resources for their personal gains through extractive institutions, the
laureates argue, they have little reason to bring in political and economic
reforms (or inclusive institutions) that can benefit the wider population
in the long run. In such cases, extractive institutions may prevail for a
really long time as long as the masses do not revolt against the status
quo. But if there is a real threat of a popular uprising against
extractive institutions, at least some rulers may decide to yield to
popular demand and reluctantly set up more inclusive institutions
that aid economic growth.

It is, in this context, better to make a cautionary note about the report
given by the Word Inequality Lab that says that the richest 1% in India
now own more than 40% of the country's total wealth, while the lower
half of the population together share just 3% of wealth. Factors such as
inadequate education and low-paying jobs are key contributors to the
stagnation of income growth among the lower 50% and the middle 40%
of Indians. Approximately 64% of the total goods and services tax (GST)
in the country came from the bottom 50% of the population, while only
4% came from the top 10%, the report said.

“Societies with a poor rule of law and institutions that exploit the
population do not generate growth or change for the better.”

The laureates’ research helps us understand the problem and solution.m
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- G.Karunanidhy

Commission for Backward Classes under the

leadership of B.P.Mandal, namely the Second
Backward Classes Commission, submitted the
report to the Union Government on 31st December
1980 recommending 27 per cent reservation for
Backward Classes in jobs and education as well as
in promotion, judiciary and private sector.

On 7th August 1990, the National Front Government
headed by the then Prime Minister and saviour of
Social Justice V.P.Singh announced in the Parliament
about the Government’s decision to provide 27%
reservation to OBCs in all direct recruitments of
Union Government services and public sector
undertakings and the office memorandum was
issued on 13th August 1990 to that effect.

On 25th September 1991, the Congress Government
headed by the then Prime Minister P.V.Narasimha
Rao issued a modified memorandum to enable the
poorer sections in SEBCs (OBCs) to receive benefits
of reservation on preferential basis and to provide
10 per cent reservation for economically backward
sections of the people not covered by any of the
existing schemes of reservation.

The Constitutionally mandated (Art.340)

Both these OMs were challenged in the Supreme
Court (Indra Sawhney Case also called as Mandal
Reservation Case) and the Court stayed both
the government orders. Finally, after detailed
arguments from both sides, the nine Judges
Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court by
6-3 majority gave the following judgements on
16.11.1992.

1. Courtupheld the order of V.P.Singh government
reserving 27 per cent for OBCs.

2. Court rejected as unconstitutional, the 1991
order of P.V.Narasimha Rao government reserving
10 per cent for economically backward sections
of the people not covered by any of the existing
schemes of reservation.
3. Advanced sections among OBCs (Creamy layer)
must be excluded from availing reservation of OBCs.
4. No reservation in promotion.
5. Reservation shall not exceed 50 per cent.
Now that 32 years have passed and as on date, the
representation of OBCs in Central Government
departments is totally dismal and disappointing.
The court's order is peppered with so many 'ifs' and
'buts' and doses of diffidence that it is extremely
unlikely that the entire quota will ever be used up
and the policy of reservation will remain only in
paper.
Now with implementation of EWS 10 per cent for
upper castes, and the Apex Court upholding the
Act, the ceiling of 50 per cent has no relevance.
Every effort by all of us should be made towards
total implementation of Mandal Commission
Recommendations including 52 per cent
reservation for OBCs, abolishing the creamy layer
concept, reservation in promotion, judiciary and
private sector and most importantly, action against
officials for failure to comply with the order of the
Government on the implementation of reservation
policy.
The action program announced by AIOBC
Employees Federation at Delhi on 5th December
2024 is a well thought out plan and is the duty of
all OBCs and social organisations to join the protest
and make it a grand success.

(The writer is the General Secretary of

AIOBC Employees Federation)
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GANESH SINGH, M.P.
The OBCs leader as Chairperson of OBC Committee

“My concern is for my people. I should prove
useful to them. I should raise my voice for their
rights. These are my responsibilities as a people’s
representative. When I do all these, it gives me
great happiness,” says Shri.Ganesh Singh, MP.

Hon'ble Speaker of Lok Sabha Shri.Om Birla
constituted the OBC Committee and appointed
Shri.Ganesh Singh, M.P. as the Chairperson of the
Committee on Welfare of Other Backward Classes.
Thisis his third tenure as the Head of the Committee.
Earlier, he was holding this Chairperson post from
September 2015 to July 2020. Prior to that, he was
a member in the Committee since its inception of
the OBC Committee from June 2012 to September
2015. Thus, Shri.Ganesh Singh has rich experience
in handling these affairs of the OBC Committee.

It was during his earlier term as the Chairperson
that he effectively took up the matter and ensured
OBC reservation in Navodaya, Sainik and Kendriya
Vidyalayas.

Due to the repeated representations of our AIOBC
Employees Federation, during his tenure as
Chairperson, took up the matter of ‘Rationalisation
of Creamy Layer in Employment for OBCsin Services
and Posts under the control of Government of India
including Union Territories, PSUs etc.".

The Committee received significant number of
representations from the public in response to the
Press Communiqué issued by the OBC Committee
for eliciting public opinion.

The report of the OBC Committee presented to
both the Houses of Parliament on 9" March 2019,
revealed that the ‘clarificatory letter dt 14.10.2004
issued by DoPT was sent without any consultation
with Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment
and Department of Legal Affairs.

The OBC Committee under his steward
Chairmanship exposed the anomalous clarificatory
letter regarding Creamy Layer issued by DoPT on
14.10.2004, wherein about 56 OBC candidates (4
from Madhya Pradesh, 10 from Tamil Nadu, 8 from
Maharashtra, 2 from Karnataka, 4 from Kerala
and 2 from Andhra Pradesh) who were selected
in the Civil Services Examination 2015, 2016 and
2017 were not allotted services while parents
of these candidates were working in Central
and State Governments Undertakings, Banks,
Insurance organisations, Financial Institutions and
Universities etc. and most of them were Clerks,
Peons and Labourers.

The grievances of many of those successful UPSC
candidates belonging to OBC but denied postings
by DoPT citing ‘creamy layer’ were taken up by
Shri.Ganesh Singh and redressed.

Had the report of the OBC Committee presented by
Shri.Ganesh Singh been implemented, many of the
OBC issues which are being faced today would have
been sorted out.

It is good that Shri.Ganesh Singh has again
been appointed as the Chairperson of this OBC
Committee. Our AIOBC Employees Federation
expresses its happiness and hope that some of the
pressing issues confronting the OBCs will be taken
up by the Committee under his leadership by taking
up with the Union Government for redressal.

The Federation is also happy that few of the
Members who have been, otherwise, also espousing
the cause of social justice, Thiru.T.R.Baalu (DMK)
Thiru.Manickam Tagore (Congress), Shri.Giridhari
Yadav (JD-U), to mention a few, are in the Committee.
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Letter dt 7th October 2024 addressed by AIOBC Employees
Federationto Hon’ble Prime MinisterShri.NarendraModi,under
copy to Union Minister of Social Justice and Empowerment,

Chairpersons of NCBC and Parliamentary Committee for OBC.

50% ceiling to be removed
to provide proportional representation

for OBC,

We would like to state that the ceiling on reservation
percentage was imposed by the judgement of
the Supreme Court in the Indra Sawhney case,
quoting Balaji vs State of Mysore case. This has
seriously affected the opportunities and rights of
the backward classes who constitute nearly 60% of
our population.

1. The Constitution of India nowhere speaks about
ceiling on reservation or reservation percentage.
Under Art 16 (4) of the Constitution, it has been
mentioned as ‘adequate representation’.

2. In fact, the Mandal Commission has to restrict
27% reservation to OBCs citing court judgement
despite the fact that the Commission had estimated
the OBC population around 52%.

“Inview of this legal constraint, the Commission is
obliged to recommend a reservation of 27% only,
even though their population is almost twice this
figure” (para 13.11 of Mandal Commission Report)

The Union Governmentby bringing the Constitution
(One Hundred Third Amendment) Act, 2019 is
implementing 10% reservation to EWS among
upper castes, due to which, the total reservation
percentage has reached 59.5%. Thus, the Union
Government has already breached the 50% ceiling.

The 105th Constitution (Amendment) Act brought
by the NDA government and passed in Parliament
has restored the power to States in identifying
SEBCs and fix a percentage. But the 50% cap in
reservation, restricts the States to consider need
based reservation owing to their inadequate
representation in the government services and
education.

SC & ST

The judgement of Supreme Court in Janhit Abhiyan
V Union of India case delivered on 7th November
2022 has upheld the 10% reservation and Hon’ble
Judges have not negatived the breach of 50% ceiling.
“Moreover... The ceiling limit... has not been held to
be inflexible or inviolable for all times to come,” the
majority opinion had stated.

To the question raised by Shri.Suresh Chandra Bose
Pilli, Hon’ble M.P(R.S.), if Govt has plan to revise the
27% percentage provided to OBCs in view of breach of
50% ceiling consequentupon implementation of 10%
EWS reservation, Hon’ble MoS for SJ&E Ms.Pratima
Bhoumick replied: 50% ceiling applicable to
reservation provided under Art. 15 (4) and 16
(4) and not to EWS provided under Art 15 (6)
and 16 (6) citing Indra Sawhney judgement of
1992. (Rajya Sabha Unstarred Question No.1248
dt:13.12.2023).

Hence it is very much necessary that the Union
Government brings a constitutional amendment to
remove the ceiling on reservation so that the large
sections of our society who have been historically
discriminated against and remain as ‘socially and
educationally’ backward can get their rightful and
legitimate share in the governance of our country.

With regards, Yours sincerely,
Sd/-
(G.Karunanidhy)

General Secretary

AIOEBC!
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A1OEBC!
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HISTORIC AGITATION
TO ANNIHILATE CASTE

(PDGTEUT . NDTLILDSHET

Dr. K.Anbazhagan

Agitations, protests and struggles held in the past
in several world countries have valid causes in
a sense and so are they even at present. This has
been a widely accepted common truth.

Castes - an illusion

It is really a wonder why protests against illusory
castes are held only in Indian sub-continent and
not in any other part of the world. This itself
indicates us that there is no such thing at all called
“caste”. It is sheer imagination. Its existence can
never be proved scientifically or even practically in
our routine life. It has been fabricated by exploiting
elements. It would not be an exaggeration to say
that these vested interests have infact been ruining
our society all these years.

No scientific device is available to find out and
tell us which caste an individual belongs to. Nor
do we have scholars to determine the caste of a
person. This is because castes exist nowhere on
the earth and yet more than 4000 castes have
been generated by these people, as specified in the
Mandal Commission report. Atrocities have been
committed by the Aryans in our country, against
humanism and human rights. This has been made
to stay under the garb of religion.

Graded Inequality

The Aryans transformed Varnasrama dharma as a
religious doctrine and made it the starting point of
caste segregation. Castes were classified as four in
number and graded inequality was structured by
those fanatics, allocating occupations to people in
society, according to their castes.

Education uplifts people and helps human race
progress but it was made the sole right of brahmins.
By this injustice they became the monopolists of
education, power, posts and positions in life. The
Dravidian race was allotted all the occupations that
required manual labour.
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Caste atrocity reached extreme heights when
non-brahmins were segregated as unseeables,
unapproachables and untouchables. Castes were
all separated and each was assigned manual labour
to survive as scavengers, barbers, washermen,
cobblers, farmers etc;

Rules of Monarchs

The Kings used to rule long ago in such a societal set
up but they were only like the slaves of brahmins.
The firm orders issued by the brahmin ministers
(Raja Guru) guided the Kings and made them obey
and implement. The Dravidians who were the
earliest to settle in our country were enslaved by
Aryans on the basis of gods, religion and castes
without any progress in life. They silently suffered
like animals. Their sorrow and pain were tolerated
as god’s will and an act of destiny.

Thanthai Periyar strove hard to protest against
the caste evil and to sustain the rights of the
Dravidian race. Since the root cause of castes were
the gods, religion, ancient scriptures and outdated
mythologies, he raised voice of protest against them
all. He caused awareness in people by consistent
propaganda.

The post-independence conditions in India made
Periyar terribly upset. He realised that the laws of
free - India recognised and conserved castes. This
provoked him to rise in fury and agitate vigorously.
The copies of the relevant articles in Indian
Constitution that were in favour of conserving
castes were later burnt by his command. It was an
outlet of Periyar’s fury over social injustice.

26th November, 1957

This day was chosen to burn the copies of the
Indian Constitution comprising five articles and
clauses: 13(2); 25(1); 29(1); 29(2); and Article
368. Periyar chose Nov 26 as that was the day, the
Constituent Assembly adopted the Constitution
of India in 1949. The Prime Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru was baffled by the announcement of
Periyar because the punishment for this particular
offence was not specified in the constitution.
Periyar further declared that the burning would
take place only when the punishment is clearly
announced by the Government. This kind of
integrity and righteousness of Periyar in a mass
agitation was never ever heard of anywhere.
Only when the Government announced that a
rigorous imprisonment for three years would be
the punishment, Periyar took steps to organise the
agitation of burning those portions in the Indian
Constitution in public places.
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More than 3000 arrested

As already planned and announced, the protest
against the laws was held on 26" November 1957,
by the command of Periyar. More than 10,000
cadres all over the country burned the copies of
the relevant sheets in the constitution. About 3000
courted arrest and were sentenced to rigorous
imprisonment for a maximum period of three years.

Men and women in the age group of 16 to 70
participated in this agitation held to safeguard
human rights. Many pregnant women and mothers
holding tiny kids too took part. They marched
boldly towards prison cells. The rich and the
poor as well as many differently abled people
also agitated showing solidarity. It was a unique
agitation, indeed, in the Dravidian history.

Death in Prison Cells

Many cadres all over the country and the state died
in prison cells owing to various ailments. Some
were seriously injured by police brutality. A young
cadre from Trichy district named Periyasamy
refused release on remission and said with resolve
that he would involve himself in such an offence
again and again even in future if Periyar organised
such protests. The Governor Bhishnuram Medhi
was surprised by the revolutionary spirit of the
young boy and his affinity towards Periyar.

Two cadres named Pattukottai Ramasamy and
Manalmedu Vellaisamy died in prison cells. Their
family members were not informed about it. The
bodies of both the cadres were secretly buried
in the prison compound. Periyar was then in a
prison cell suffering imprisonment. In his absence,
Annai Maniammaiar took steps, fought with the
Government officials and got those bodies dug out.
The funeral of the martyrs was later held in Trichy,
formally honoured by the salutes of Periyar’s
cadres and followers. This was an instance of the
unflinching loyalty exhibited by dedicated cadres of
Periyar’s Dravidar Kazhagam. The martyrs scripted
history by their supreme sacrifice.

Revolutionary Salute

Let us all together pay glorious tribute on 26th
November, 2024 to all the martyrs, by our salute of
honour. Their sacrifice was not in vain. The day is
not too far when castes would be annihilated from
the land of Periyar. Let us all collectively take an
oath to make the dreams of all the martyrs come
true.

Let caste-evil perish! Let equality blossom!

(The writer is the Organiser, State Village Propaganda
Committee, Dravidar Kazhagam)
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Garoda Garo
Vs.

Brahmin Veto

- Vaeyurutholibangan

“Ours is the struggle not for money or power but,
for the reclamation of human dignity”

- Babasaheb Dr. B. R. Ambedkar

aroda Garo. This was the name of a caste in

the State of Gujarat. [t had been categorised

as the one belonging to Scheduled Castes.

The people of this caste officiate as priests
to the other people categorised as Scheduled
Castes there. The people of this caste did not,
however, want to be called as Garoda Garos. They
wanted a better name and had been lobbying for
it for a long time. They wanted to be called Guru
Brahmins. It was on January 2, 2017 that Vijay
Rupani, the Chief Minister of Gujarat conceded
to their demand and said that that community
would, thereafter, be called Guru Brahmin (Times
of India 20.02.2017). Garoda Garos were delighted.
The Social Justice and Empowerment Department
of the Gujarat Government issued notification to
that effect on 02.02.2017 declaring that “the name
of Garo/Garoda community has been changed to
Guru Brahmin”,

Eight days passed. There was another notification
by the same ministry, on 10.02.2017, stating that
“the people from the ‘Guru Brahmin’ community
would be identified as ‘Guru Brahmin Anusuchit
Jati’ (Guru Brahmin Scheduled Caste)”. A pall of
gloom descended on the Guru Brahmin community.
They felt outraged. They opposed that revised
nomenclature. They did not like it. B.K. Shrimali, the
general secretary of Akhil Bharatiya Guru Brahmin
Mahasabha said, “There was no need to add the
term Scheduled Caste to the new name given to us”.
“Since Brahmins per se don’t perform rituals for
Dalits, they set up a sub-caste called Garo Brahmins
to do such things. With time, calling someone Garo
Brahmin became derogatory. It meant we were not
as good as Brahmins. We sought a more respectable
name to stop such humiliation”, said Shrimali.
(Ahmedabad Mirror, 28.10.2017 -News item titled
“Why can’t you give us a respectable name? ask Guru
Brahmins.”). Social activist Manishi Jani says, “This
decision (dated 10.02.2017) exposes the deep-

rooted casteism in our society. The government
wants to lure Dalits for votes by offering various
schemes yet want to keep the nuisance of casteism
alive. Instead of receiving a better name, the
community has got a more derogatory name”.

The Brahmin veto over Non-Brahmin’s name

An Association of Brahmin Youth, called the Unity
of Parshuram Parivar (UPP), claimed credit for
the second notification. It said that it was their
efforts which made the Chief Minister change his
stand and issue the revised order on 10.02.2017.
Its president Nirav Dave boasted, “We protested
against the addition of the name Brahmin to the
Garo community. We expressed our displeasure
before CM Rupani. The CM listened to us and
amended the notification.” That was not the only
Brahmin organisation which claimed that credit.
There had been a delegation of World Brahmin
Federation members to meet the Chief Minister on
the very next day itself, L.e., on February 3. Besides,
there was another team of Brahmin community
leaders which met the Chief Minister, further three
days later, on February 6, asking him to rethink
his decision. “Clarifying the reason behind their
objection, a Brahmin community leader seeking
anonymity, says, “Both communities share similar
surnames. There have been cases where Brahmins
have married Garo Brahmins due to confusion over
names. So we want the government to make the
distinction clear” (Ibid.).

What a great grievance the Brahmins had had! The
Gujarat Brahmins want to retain a distinguishable
identity; to protect their aloofness and exclusivity.
They do not want any other group of Hindus
to pilfer away any benefit that accrues to the
‘Brahmins’. Their standoffish attitude should be
given government recognition and protection,
they insisted. They were more concerned with
maintaining their ‘puritanical’ approach in
marriages. Blood purity was more important, they
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divined. After all, their ancestors did the same too.

When Hitler wanted to make Germany ‘a land fit for
the Aryans to live’, he enacted and enforced a law
totally prohibiting the marriage of Germans with
Gypsies, Jews and people of colour. It was called
the Law for the Protection of German Blood and
German Honour, 1935. In 2017, the Brahmins
around the world were not far behind Hitler. When
the Gujarat government issued notification on
02.02.2017, they got worked up and worked so
vigorously against the new nomenclature given to
the GuruBrahminsthattheybegantosleep only after
Vijay Rupani reneged on 10.02.2017, when they felt
assured that their racial purity and exclusiveness
would remain protected. Was it not a fact that the
authorities in Germany were demanding “proof of
racial purity before a marriage could go ahead
under a new law in 1935”7

The same Ahmedabad Mirrorof28.10.2017 reports,
‘Another leader refusing to be named bluntly
states, “Garo Brahmins are not Brahmins. They
should not carry this name. The decision hurt our
sentiments, sowemade arepresentationagainst
it.” The stand of these Brahmins was shocking.
They, first of all, do not have any say in the matter
pertaining to the nomenclature of Garoda Garos.
No existing law of the nation prevents the others
from calling themselves Brahmins, if they want to.
Yet, the BJP government yielded to the unlawful
pressure tactics of the Brahmins. It respected only
the sentiments of the Brahmins and pooh-poohed
the sentiments of the oppressed Guru Brahmins.

The issue here was why the Brahmins were so
protective of their Brahmin title. Where was the
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Dalits in Gujarat are peeved at
the state government. Within a
span of eight days, the
government has changed the
name given to Garo or Garoda
Dalit community — a Dalit sub-
caste - twice. Community
leaders allege it is being done
due to pressure from upper
caste sections of the society.
The first notification issued by
{ the Department of Social
Justice and Empowerment on
February 2 mentioned that the
name of Garo/Garoda community has been changed to Guru Brahmin. Then, on
February 10, the department issued another circular that pecple from the ‘Guru
Brahmin' community should be identified as ‘Guru Brahmin Anusuchit Jati' (Guru
Rrahmin Sehaduls Caste)

need for them to oppose someone else being called
some Brahmin? The answer lies in the fact that the
Brahmins, post-independence, do have the vested
interest to resurrect their vicious and anti-social
Chaturvarna system that was in vogue in the days
of Manu. They do not have any regret or remorse
about the crimes committed against humanity in
the past in the name of protecting and preserving
the Chaturvarna social disorder. On the other
hand, they boast of their ‘heritage’ and continue
to subjugate the Non-Brahmins in an organised
manner.

History justrepeats itselfin India, the darkest pages
of history. The Brahmins have not come out of their
warped state of mind, even in the 21st century.
They treat the Non-Brahmins with ill-will. There
is no scope to expect any sense of Fraternity from
them, although they call the Non-Brahmins also as
Hindus.

The term ‘Hindu religion’ is, really, a misnomer.
The Brahmins equate, in essence, the term ‘Hindu’
only with themselves. If a Non-Brahmin exposes
the Brahmanical misdeeds, the Brahmins brand
him as ‘anti-Hindu’ But the soul-deep aversion
exhibited by the Brahmins towards the Non-
Brahmins is not treated as an ‘anti-Hindu’ action.
It is simply ignored from public discussion. As
long as the Brahmins continue to have this kind
of mind-set, they will pose a very serious threat to
the welfare and development of the Non-Brahmins.
Mr. O. Rajagopal, BJP’s Vice President and in charge
of Tamil Nadu and Kerala had, during his visit to
Chennai on 08.08.1995, equated the term Brahmin
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The Hindu - 09 08. 1995
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with Hindu. “Mr.Rajagopal’s outburst denouncing
the anti-Brahminism of the South as being ‘anti-
Hindu' perhaps allows a peep into the staunch
“Manuwadi” view that the lower-castes are outside
the strict Hindu fold” (The Hindu 09.08.1995).
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Martin Luther - Anti-Pope; not Anti-Christianity

Martin Luther was not anti-Christianity but was
anti-Pope, particularly the Pope Leo X. In 2016,
Pope Francis praised Martin Luther as “a great
reformer”. (The magazine npr - 28.10.2016). In
October 2016, Pope Francis travelled to Sweden
and participated in the ceremony that started
the yearlong commemoration of Protestant
Reformation that split the Churches 500 years ago,
in 1517 AD.

P
on 13.10.2016.

B Photo Courtesy: npr

But the mainstream Brahmins are not prepared,
even now, for real reformation of Hindu religion.
They want the notorious Chaturvarna balkanisation
to remain forever with legal recognition. They try to
vilify and villainize the HIndu Non-Brahmins who
expose the Brahmanical duplicity, by calling them
anti-Hindus. The oft-repeated call for ‘Hindu unity’
by the Brahmins is only a call to protect Brahmin
interests and not the interests of all the ‘Hindus".
That slogan was and is used by the Brahmins to
utilise the services of Non-Brahmins to achieve the
purpose of the Brahmins. Chaturvarna social order
is a matter of shame to humanity. Worse when it
is given legal sanction by the Judiciary, as in the
case of priesthood. This Chaturvarna system had
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been and has been the cause of numerous inhuman
crimes against humanity.

Winston Churchill had, rightly, said, “Let me
just direct your attention once more upon the
untouchables, fifty or sixty millions of them, that
is to say, more than the whole population of the
British isles, all living their lives in acceptance of
the validity of the awful curse pronounced upon
them by the Brahmins” (Albert Hill, London.
18.03.1931). In the Hindu religious order, the fact is
that all the Non-Brahmins are untouchables only, as
could be seen from the arguments of the Brahmin
fundamentalists in respect of priesthood and could
be seen from the concept of “Theendal” enforced
by them in Travancore. History is attempted to be
repeated to glorify the Chaturvarna system and
establish the Brahmin-raj. Let us recall that Yuan
Tzang had called the sub-continent as Brahmin
land, even when Harsha, his patron, was ruling
the nation. He was an eyewitness to the attempt
of assassination of Harsha by the Chaturvarna
fanatics.

The solution to rid India of this Chaturvarna
system lies in the enforcement proportionate
representation to avoid being ruled by the Brahmins
who, actually, hate the renaissance in the lives Non-
Brahmins as has been seen from the Guru Brahmin
episode, and numerous such episodes in the past
including the opposition to christen a child born
in an oppressed case, as Mudi Soodum Perumal
in the year 1809 and brought social pressure to
change him name into Muthukutty. Brahmins have
driven the Non-Brahmins only to this alternative
to demand proportionate reservation for all castes
and religions in India in services at all the top-level
posts, including the higher judiciary. There is no
scope for redemption otherwise.

Let the Non-Brahmins work towards that goal, in
the interest of their posterity! m
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How Social Justice Movement transformed
Tamil Nadu in the last 100 years

»

- Arun Janardhanan

Revolution, connected to the masses, and

talking of women's reproductive rights
before even the West did, the movement was far
ahead of its time, though it is often now reduced to
an anti-God, anti-North Indian image

Grounded in self-respect unlike, say, French

Having indelibly shaped Tamil Nadu’s political
and social fabric for a century, the Social Justice
Movement that has entered its centenary year
continues to be a cornerstone of politics in the
state. Rooted in the vision of equality and human
dignity, the movement fought against caste-based
oppression and religious supremacy, championed
women’s rights, and challenged traditional
hierarchies.

The movement’s roots lie in the formation of the
South Indian Liberal Federation (SILF), commonly
known as the Justice Party, in 1916. This was the
first organised political effort to challenge the
Brahmins’ monopoly over power in the Madras
Presidency. According to the 1871 Census, 3.6% of
Brahmins held 42.2% of jobs with a salary of Rs 10
and above while 87% of other Hindus held 36.5%
of the jobs.

The SILF was led by Dr C Natesa Mudaliar, T M
Nair, P Theagaraya Chetty, and Alamelu Mangai
Thayarammal. The party introduced several

reforms to level the playing field for non-Brahmins
and marginalised communities, including the
historic Communal Government Order (GO) of
1921, which was finally passed in 1928, that
ensured proportional representation for all
communities in government employment and
education. It remained in effect till the Constitution
of India came into effect in 1950.

Dravidian politics expert Prof A Karunanandham
said the Social Justice Movement was never an anti-
Brahmin movement but a non-Brahmin one. “Its
early leaders, except Nair, were not atheists but
leaders who continued practising local customs.
They united against the systematic monopolisation
of power by Brahmins in offices, education, and
religious practice. They viewed it as a deliberate
plan and their demands focused on social reforms,
a secular attempt to reset the social order unlike
in northern India, where reforms were religious in
nature,” he said.

Unlike northern India and Bengal, where social
reform movements remained confined to elites, in
Tamil Nadu, leaders such as Vaikunda Swamy and
Ramalinga Vallalar connected with the masses,
most importantly with the non-Brahmin majority.
While the Brahmo Samaj of Raja Ram Mohan Roy
retained its religious character, Tamil Nadu’s non-
Brahmin movement was largely secular.
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“The Justice Party believed that religious reforms
alone would not suffice; practical reforms that
included power-sharing among all sections of
society were necessary,” Karunanandham said.

Periyar’s entry and reforms

The movement took a radical new dimension with
the entry of E V Ramasamy, better known as
Periyar, who launched the Self-Respect Movement
in 1925 after resigning from the Congress.

Periyar’s vision expanded the Justice Party’s
goals. He believed that political movements and
reservation alone were insufficient and that
people’s mindsets also needed to change. He
introduced reforms such as caste-less, priest-less,
and ritual-less marriages, which were revolutionary
at a time when marrying outside one’s caste was a
punishable offence.

Periyar fought for women’s rights, demanding equal
inheritance, education, and jobs. He championed
family planning, insisting women decide whether
to have children, quite a radical position for the
1930s. He abolished caste surnames and caste
markers and the Self-Respect Movement pushed for
a shared social identity. At Congress conferences,
he introduced non-Brahmin and Dalit cooks,
forcing northern Congress leaders to bring their
own Brahmin cooks to the South.

The Justice Party’s reforms ended segregation in
public spaces such as railway stations, canteens,
and public transport. Justice Party leaders warned
transport owners of license revocations if they
continued such discrimination.

They also reformed college admissions, increasing
the number of non-Brahmin students. A Labour
Department was created for “Shudras and
Panchamas”, as defined by Manu, leaving out
caste names. The Hindu Religious and Charitable
Endowments Act of 1925 took away temple control
from upper castes. The abolition of the Devadasi
system in October 1947 triggered a backlash from
nationalists, who saw it as cultural destruction. “All
these were secular reforms, not atheistic ones,’
Karunanandham said.

The movement's legacy

The Social Justice Movement stands out for being
grounded in self-respect, a concept central to its
ideology.

“Periyar’s Self-Respect Movement is considered
unique in world history. Unlike the Soviet
Revolution or the French Revolution, which
emphasised political independence, liberty or
fraternity, the self-respect movement focused on
human dignity, an essential issue in India’s caste-
based society,” said Dr Gopalan Ravindran, who
teaches media and communications at the Central

University of Tamil Nadu in Thiruvarur, about 310
km from Chennai.

Dr Ravindran pointed out that Periyar advocating
for women’s control over reproductive choices
was an idea not mainstream even among Western
feminists at the time.

“Unfortunately, the public perception of the
movement has often been reduced to its anti-
God, anti-North Indian rhetoric. The movement’s
original purpose shifted as it grew and adapted
to new social and political realities and it was
only later that the movement evolved into what
became known as the Dravidian or Social Justice
Movement,” he said.

The political entities that subsequently sprang
up from the movement, such as the DMK and the
AIADMK, came to be mistaken for it. Periyar had
criticised C N Annadurai’s shift toward politics.
Still, Annadurai was committed to carrying
Periyar’s ideals forward. Despite tensions, he
sought to implement Periyar’s wishes and after
coming to power declared his government would
work to fulfil the reformer’s vision. “This included
legalising self-respect marriages and renaming the
state Tamil Nadu, both seen as victories for the Self-
Respect Movement,” Ravindran said.

From the beginning, the movement was not only
a Tamil Nadu phenomenon. It also united people
across south India, including Telugu people,
Kannadigas, and Malayalis, with leaders such as
Nair playing a pivotal role in this pan-South unity.
All India Federation of Other Backward Classes
Employees’ Welfare Associations’ General Secretary
G Karunanidhy said, “After the Justice Party
captured power in 1920, they started implementing
their significant reforms that laid the foundation
of everything that we see today. One of the first
significant steps towards women’s empowerment
was the introduction of women’s franchise in
1921. The Communal GO introduced reservation
for various communities, a crucial step in ensuring
that reservation for OBCs and other marginalised
groups in education and public employment.”

On the legacy and impact of the movement,
Karunanidhy said, “Today, Tamil Nadu’s Gross
Enrolment Ratio (GER) in higher education is
around 50%, a target for India by 2035. The state’s
doctor-patient ratio stands at 250:1, far better
than the national average of 1000:1. Amartya Sen
and Jean Dreze attribute Tamil Nadu’s success to
the participation of underprivileged communities,
especially in rural areas, whereas dominant castes
typically hold sway in the north. The movement
has notably improved the state’s socioeconomic
standing.” (Courtesy: Indian Express-7.10.2024)
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THOUGHTS OF PERIYAR:
CASTE BASED

HEREDITARY EDUCATION

The ‘Vishwakarma’ scheme of the BJP headed Union
Government is like old wine in a new bottle. It differs in
no way from the ‘Hereditary Education System’ imposed
long ago by C. Rajagopalachari. Periyar had condemned
it as an injustice. On 10th March, 1954 he spoke at two
public meetings voicing his protest against the unjust
system. The excerpts are as follow:

My dear cadres, volunteers, well-wishers and the elders
in the venue, I have come to address you inspite of the
scorching hot weatherand my declining health condition.
My topictoday is ‘Hereditary Education Scheme’ imposed
by Rajaji. He is bent upon preventing the upliftment of
downtrodden people. During the British rule we had a
Communal G.O. that ensured employment opportunities
for us. The current brahminist government has thrown it
overboard. We suffered a lot before the British rule and
today, after their leaving us, we are once again in the same
pitiable condition. The British rule was kind enough to
legally prohibit using derogatory terms to abuse low
caste people. The present government monopolised by
Brahmins has begun degradation of low caste people.
Visible improvements

Our people lack food, clothing, shelter and education but
the Brahmin coteries are seen immersed in pleasures,
comforts and even luxuries. The hereditary education
system would ruin us completely. Hence, I have decided
towreak vengeance on the merciless governmentheaded
by Brahmins. I am ready even to face the gallows, fighting
against these fanatics. Within a couple of months, I must
achieve my objective.

Long ago, most of you silently endured sufferings,
leading a meaningless life, doing odd jobs and enjoying
festivals and celebrations. You people used to babble
that everything is an act of God and the effect of your
destiny. Alteast you have now realised that your destiny
lies in your efforts for progress. The credit goes to the
British who made our people read and write. Literacy
has led to some improvement.

Once the son of a farmer had to be a farmer, the son of a
cobbler had to be a cobbler. The children of a blacksmith,
potter, barber, washerman, weaver, carpenter, locksmith,
goldsmith and a fisherman had to undertake the
occupation of the parents. Today, youngsters hate
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hereditary occupations. We were all suppressed and
stifled by communal fanatics. The attitude of our people
changed in the period of the British rule. The current
brahminist government is really threatened by the
awareness of our people. We are no longer the gullible
muck that we were, long ago. We must now move to
the next stages by fighting collectively against social
injustice. Nobody else is bothered about your upliftment
and progress except our Dravidar Kazhagam.

Mission possible

Brahmins expect our people to be in an occupation as
per our caste. If downtrodden low caste people acquire
education and get placement in career, it would be
disrespect to these selfish Brahmins. The British made
even a low caste man an assembly member. A scheduled
caste man occupied the coveted position of a district
collector. Many of the marginalised people were offered
lucrative posts in offices. The British were magnanimous
in treating us. They motivated our people to think deeply
and plan for the future of their children. But today this
brahminist rule has become an obstacle for us. We made
even the British quit India. Driving away these Brahmins
and their rule is not an impossible mission.

The British had a strong army, arms, ammunitions,
guns and aircrafts. These Brahmin rulers have nothing.
Getting rid of them is not difficult for us. Therefore, be
ready to attack our rivals. We ourselves are an invincible
force.

Transformation - dire need

Most people here are hypocrites pretending to be
involved in public service. They do not mean what they
say and do not say what they mean. Identify them and
be alert. Every one of you must vigorously propagate
our views and policies. These fanatics and self-centred
people have denigrated us and made us all more or less
barbarians. It is high time we woke up from our slumber.
[ expect you all to think and decide yourselves. Analyse
every issue with a spirit of enquiry. It is not enough if
you read what I write against the Hereditary education
scheme. You must also read what my opponents write
disagreeing with me. Ask yourself who is right and who
is wrong. Sharpen your brain and raise the level of your
intellect. The literacy the British have given us would
help us analyse every problem with a balanced state of
mind.

[wantyou all to think over and understand advancement
in science and technology. What made the invention of
loud speakers, radio, telegraph, motors and aircrafts
absolute necessities? Study about all these developments
in society. Read as much as possible. I sell the low-priced
books of our movement with this purpose. I address
people in public meetings restlessly, only to transform
you people.

Time to protest

We find only downtrodden people as labourers working
like bulls. Not even two Brahmins are found working as
scavengers, cobblers, farmers or woodcutters. If man is
destined to carry on with all such occupations that need
physical efforts, why is it that we do not find Brahmins
in these occupations? Our people strive as policemen
taking care of law and order, but no Brahmin comes
forward to work as a police constable. Downtrodden
people alone have been labourers for many generations.
These Brahmins have made most of our people worship
non- existent gods and goddesses. There is vulgarity
and obscenity in all the tales woven around gods like
Krishna. Our people worship all the idols with blind
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faith. It is a pity that even in this modern year of 1954,
these Brahmins treat us as gullible people of illegitimate
birth. Should we not resist and voice our protest against
the ill-treatment meted out to us?
Welcome warfare
[ am not a coward to stoop. [ have so far faced 13 cases
and have been imprisoned in all those 13 cases. I am
ready to face all the dire consequences. All the cadres
in our movement are dare devils. I never mince words.
[ speak my mind. Some people call me a bundle of
contradictions. They say [ am not consistent in my views.
Views are bound to change according to the changing
situations in life. Changes are inevitable. The warfare
today is between the Aryans and the Dravidians. I have
given the brahminist rulers three months’ time to drop
the Hereditary education scheme. The caste supremacy
of brahmins must be annihilated. We shall not rest until
this objective is achieved.
Faulty systems
We build houses, we toil in the field, we grow food, we
weave. The society exists by our blood-and sweat. And
yet, we endure degradation. This must change. We must
selflessly work for the welfare of others. We must fight
against unjust laws. Trust me. We can emerge in future,
the noblest people in the world if we transform ourselves
in every possible manner.
The current system of education is baffling indeed.
Classes are held for half a day. Private coaching classes
are prohibited. Schools with the strength of less than 30
students are asked to pull down the shutters. Teachers
in excess are to be terminated. One teacher has to take
care of five classes. | have seen these government orders.
The policies of education are all unacceptable. The entire
system is faulty. The government is indifferent towards
us.
Continuous atrocities
Recently there was an attempt by miscreants to set our
abode in Trichy on fire. The culprit was caught red-
handed. It was found out that a group of Brahmins had
planned to destroy our building, but so far no action has
been taken against the hooligans.
The atrocities of Brahmins are on the rise. The only
solution is to force these Brahmins quit. Once they
shrieked at the British- “Quit India!” -and the British
too quit quietly. Why can’t we scream at these Brahmins
similarly- “Quit our land”?
In the ancient days waging a war was a matter of pride.
Many brave women sent off their husband and sons to
the battlefield, wishing them victory. All of us need that
kind of warfare spirit in society. Ignore cowards. Be
prepared as brave warriors and soldiers to crush the
rivals.
Our cadres must be ready to sign in blood and assure
participation in the warfare. This war is not only to scrap
the hereditary education scheme but also to wipe off
every stigma on us, such as Shudras, untouchables, low
caste people etc; This is the right time for our fight. We
are in the “Now or Never” stage. | urge you all to become
the vanguards on the battle field and also to fight along
with us. Thank you.
Source:‘Viduthalai’ 19.03.1954
Translated English: Prof. M.R. Manohar Hindi:
Ravindra Ram
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OUR DEMANDS:
» CONDUCT CASTE CENSUS
¢ PROTECT PUBLIC SECTOR
¢ SCRAP CREAMY LAYER
¢ REMOVE 50% CEILING

¢ SEPARATE MINISTRY FOR OBC WELFARE
¢ RESERVATION IN PROMOTION FOR OBCS
¢ RESERVATION IN JUDICIARY |/
PRIVATE SECTOR
o STRICT IMPLEMENTATION OF RESERVATION
POLICY IN CEls (IIT, [IM, AIIMS, Central University)

@2 ALL INDIA FEDERATION OF OTHER BACKWARD CLASSES
o EMPLOYEES WELFARE ASSOCIATIONS

& FRATERNAL WELFARE ASSOCIATIONS

Mobile: 9381007998 Email: aiobcfederation@gmail.com
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