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Form used in Census second
phase rehearsal has ‘open
column’ for caste -

NEW DELHI

The questionnaire used in
the rehearsal for the second
phase of Census, which
started in 16 States and
Union Territories on Mon-
day, has an “open column”
for respondents to record
theircastes.scveralnﬂ')cials
imolvedin(tweurc'lsetold
The Hindu.

Though this gives anindi-
cation of how caste is likely
to be enumerated in the
country as part of the Popu-
Tation Census 2027, officials
said that this was just @
“pre-test” and the final
methodology will be pre-
pared based on the feed-
back received during the
exercise, which concludes
on July 20.

The castes of all resi-
dents will be recorded in

August 7

OBC Reservation Day

the second phase of the
Census, named Population
Enumeration (PE).

The 2027 Census is the
first digital Census and the
first to enumerate caste in
1ndgpendenllndja.

Until now, only the
Scheduled Castes. (5Cs)and
Scheduled Tribes (STS)
were enumerated during
the Census exercise.

The PE phase will be
conducted in February
2027 across the country
but in Ladakh and snow-
bound areas of Jammu and
Kashmir, Uttarakhand and
Hachal Pradesh, it Mimadiie
be concluded by Septem-
ber 30. The final question-
naire will be known by
September.

Debate continues

The discourse on the meth-
odology of caste enumera-
fion has largely swung bet-
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An enumerator takes notes during a
door-to-door survey for the Census
in New Delhi. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

ween either leaving an
open column for caste - as
in the 2011 Socio-Economic
Caste Census (SECC) = or
preparing 2 list of castes
for people to pick from, as
the Bihar government did
in its 2022-23 caste-based
survey.

Interestingly, the open
column methodology had
resulted in the 2011 SECC
returning over 46 lakh dif-
ferent “caste names”, lar-
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gely owing t0 the diffe-
rence in what people
understand by caste. wpde
significantly, the e Bine-
gely owing to the diffe-
rence in what people
understand by caste.
Significantly, the Prime
Minister Narendra Modi-
Jed government has consis-
tently maintained over the
last decade that the 2011
SECC's caste data were un-
reliable because of “er-
rors” in data collection.

“ An open caste column may create confusion;

a coded caste list will create clarity. ,
. The success of the caste census lies not merely
in counting people, but in counting them correctly.
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Private Sector Entry into Top
PSB Posts: A Threat to Social
Justice and Institutional Growth

he Union Government’s decision to open one Managing Director
Tpost in the State Bank of India (SBI) and one Executive Director post

in large Public Sector Banks (PSBs) to candidates from the private
sector has raised serious concerns among employees and social justice
advocates. The information, revealed in the Lok Sabha on 20 July 2026 in
reply to a question raised by Hon’ble MP Dr. Kalanidhi Veerasamy, confirms
that revised guidelines issued by the Department of Financial Services now
permit private sector candidates to compete for these top positions.

This move bears a striking resemblance to the controversial “lateral entry”
recruitment introduced for Joint Secretary and Director-level posts in
Central Government departments. That policy faced widespread opposition
because it bypassed the constitutional reservation framework for SC, ST
and OBC communities. Following strong protests from political parties,
social justice organisations and even some NDA allies, the Government
was compelled to withdraw the recruitment process. The fundamental
objection was simple: appointments outside the regular recruitment
system deny representation to historically disadvantaged communities and
weaken the principle of social justice.

The same concerns arise in the banking sector today. Public Sector Banks
possess a vast pool of highly qualified and experienced officers who have
devoted two to three decades of service to the institution. These officers
understand the unique social and developmental role of PSBs, including
priority sector lending, financial inclusion, rural banking, welfare schemes
and public accountability. Ignoring this experienced talent pool in favour of
outsiders sends a discouraging message to thousands of officers who have
patiently built their careers through merit, performance and dedication.

Public Sector Banks are not private corporations. They are institutions
created with public money and entrusted with national development
responsibilities. Leadership positions in such institutions must reflect not
only professional competence but also commitment to public service
values. Importing executives from the private sector risks introducing a
purely profit-oriented approach that may undermine the social objectives
of banking.

Equally importantis the question of reservation and representation. If these
appointments are made outside the established promotion framework,
the hard-won gains of SC, ST and OBC communities in public employment
could be diluted. Social justice cannot be selectively applied at lower levels
while being ignored in top management positions.

We strongly oppose this policy and urge the Union Government to withdraw
the provision allowing private sector entry into MD and ED positions in
PSBs. Strengthening Public Sector Banks requires empowering experienced
internal officers, ensuring transparent promotions, and safeguarding the
constitutional principles of equality and social justice. The future leadership
of India’s public banking system must emerge from within the system—not
from policies that resemble backdoor privatisation. m
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7TH AUGUST - OBC RESERVATION
THE MANDAL REVOLUTION:
HOW OBC RESERVATION CHANGED
INDIA FOREVER

&.FIeivaNd

G.SARASWATHI

Sr&ser wHmD KWNMHUGSSLIULL SFep s sarfler

UTTHME FOLIGILTSE G S MDHS T
LOGTITL6V S5l 1607

1978 w&bufle® Qrgswy GCuwryrigd GCzemu,
s wHMIL soel FHursl NHUESSLILLL

Grens wearLe HudlssliulLmg.
sps LHMD soel FHurs NPUESSILLCLTF
Qpenemrwid  (SEBC)

TN YOS
Qg @menrwbd, KHuESSLLLL
&AW uflbgemrsener (peTeneld S
LD GOOT LGV

6w Qndu

(OBQO)
FpS,

a@llbearenr
SerL_MbHS S

Cermhseuiser
Qummerrgmy

warLe slesefller eurery oeug Qe The story of .th.e Ma.ndal.Corr_lmiss.ior.l is not jus.t a
L oong Hifars ety  bLELOE; | legal or admlnlstra.tlve timeline—it is the turning
ofer @pHu maprussSer wsAwwrar ; pointofmodernIndian democracy.Itfundamentally
élg].'m P ,‘% p g,. (50 . i shifted Indian politics from a single-party dominant
ﬁ@uu@mmlf.lrr@m. ‘3_9(3'7 asl._aﬂufn.ssr éc.b‘é’]&& ! system to an era defined by regional assertion,
Srfludd@pg, Wrmpdu ssfedr, saLefl | oalition governments, and the vocal political
empowerment of lower and middle castes.

&Ugug Gr@.&ge-;mu.l@zfm};]u.lmrrasa; ga;'rrgc.n_gué,.]u.l The Mandal Commission
w 5 wrened QL (& CFerm
= HESSDE 2P p i In December 1978, Prime Minister Morarji Desai

i appointed Mandal as chairman of the Backward
i Classes Commission.

The commission is known as the Socially and
i Educationally Backward Classes Commission
auglleareny enLwnerd sSar®h 6ufsefler (SEBC)_—I_?OPUIWIY known  as
waGappsdpsrer Lfibgmrsmen aPBIGLD gCom.mlssmn,' . .
Cpradled NDUESSILLCLIT o eemmusens ;parlla.m.entarlan a_nd social reformer tasked with
P e e i identifying the socially and educationally backward
SAenOSBI- SIS 2 4 plode i classes and recommending measures for their
i advancement.
reservation for the other backward classes (OBCs)
e HHsTriyfeunns
SmPssLILLL @B p@mamubd, Qurgeuns betterment. It presented a comprehensive analysis
warLd slager erem PWLILLLE. s gof the caste system and its role in reinforcing
Ll sups, QUIGETSTY LHIL  Hdel i economic and educational disparities.
T [ g g { When the Commission submitted its reportin 1980,
g o ﬁmzﬂmﬂmgfuigggﬂéi %its findings were striking. Using a complex matrix of
e i eleven social, economic, and educational indicators,

) L ] e i the Commission concluded thatapproximately 52%
paGappsipsrs QLesssd edefii L ¢ of India’s population belonged to these backward

i classes. The recommendation was to reserve 27%

198094 1b Sy, ar(h) Feg Msensenw sOFUNNSS
W&HTASTOSN6D | for them. The report concluded that the OBCs—

g ; s : + g1y groups that were neither part of the traditional
siorf 52 sgeigh Guy @50 d]mu@\g,g,uu;; upper castes nor the marginalized Scheduled Castes
oI i and Scheduled Tribes—constituted a significant
) N . ol . i portion of the Indian population yet remained
sodl emips 1 GHlUGsmer SipLiLmLLTSS gseverely underrepresented in public institutions.

the Mandal
was chaired by B.P. Mandal, a

The commission recommended

as partofthe affirmative action programme for their

of government jobs and seats in higher education
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SigliuemLuied, wsHu reE  Caumeser
wHomb swiseel Hneeamksedie 27 sgeig
QLazs80 aywns Llbsmrssg.

urgruflw
ulgwelleandgeuy WHMILD LLPMKIGIgulermsELw

QLo 2 arar @HHL QUMD SEp&S GWESHET, :

Brlgenr  w&sACsTanslcer GOUGNL_5555 | |
uBlens aulSsCungibd, & UL SET
Lo mILd soai 16 m) 6u el & aifl b & ayLd

apaursGeur 19 Sgleud  Clup bS]
ARl rAfS58 DHOHS S i 7th August 1990 when Prime Minister V.P. Singh

i announced in Parliament that his National Front

aarLams Sifsms GeusflliLGsHwg.
eugeonmm| AmLILH&S Sh&evL 7, 1990

warLe slepe Nsms HALGSIL QR ! _
BEIS ST HLOLEGSSILLTDD @@y_’r;g;gj. gCentral Government services.

Quduns, 1990 gy savl 7y Czé, sups B
snaued Nrswi edl.9. A, searg C5&w pcemenf]

Srflen i, LS reE uafisefler LN
i the dream of Bharat Ratna Dr. B.R. Ambedkar,

L&BEHEG 27 F5615 QLeHEEH UPEGL
Wiy el BrLmEpwerndHe el

&fl.9). fAnuder ugeonHmIL LN B

9Hhs SMedllder Wwaflwusgeusams elersdw
a9.19. fm,

SwCuFET, LrAumL sHmg Qulwry F.Ceu.
grwsms wHpmb Lrsf grbd wCearmsy Cordwr
S, ACuUrfenr sameneu paraurs@w Hsparg”
ererm QUGS L6 GDHIA L.
sneveuflens
1979: FPS LHMILD I FHwrasl
Wou@GSsiulL  e@lulareny  HenLWmerDd
sramajd, Jeufseflenr  parCearHmsSbsmen
ufibgenysener eupmsed 9.9, e
SMLUND Y MWL HEMOESLILILLF).

2 wiyErSuldl e & @Lb, ‘W

For nearly a decade, the report remained largely
untouched. A historic breakthrough came on

Government had decided to implement 27 per cent
reservation for Other Backward Classes (OBCs) in

Historic Tribute by V.P. Singh

i Describing the significance of the decision, V.P.

Singh declared: “In fact, this is the realisation of

the great Periyar E.V. Ramasamy and Dr. Ram
Manohar Lohia.” He formally issued the Office

i Memorandum on 13th August 1990, ushering in a
i new era of social justice and political empowerment

for millions of OBCs across India.

‘@8 e arenwuli®r LMTE FSem LISLF 9.9 0. i Timeline:

i 1979: The establishment of a backward class

commission led by BP Mandal to identify socially
and educationally backward classes in India and

i recommend measures for their progress.

 1980: The commission's report revealed that
i approximately 52% of India's population belonged

to Other Backward Classes (OBCs) and proposed

ia 27% reservation for them in government job
: opportunities.

1980-1989: The government that came into

i power in 1980 was reluctant to implement the
i commission's recommendations.
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@ wEFTAZTOSND  FOMF 52%§ 1990: Following Prime Minister V.P. Singh’s

. . . . s i historic announcement in Parliament on 7th
iu@ué;gf%g}%;r:;m:{&uaeéamjzg:ﬂz ;76‘;2 August 1990, the Government of India issued the

' i Office Memorandum on 13th August to implement
the Mandal Commission’s recommendation of 27%
i reservation for Other Backward Classes (OBCs) in
sflager LA MrEmar HYLOUOSS SWESLD |
i and defended the decision in his Independence Day
i address, describing it as a major step towards social

i justice. The move, however, triggered widespread

1980:

QL5580 upris ullbgmrssliulLg).
1980-1989: L H&@ b THSET LOGITL 6

ST g 6.

1990: gysevl 7y  GCsd N9 Em
BrLmEpweamsHer  aurerpmés  HAplyhss !
Sflefllieny  QesefluiilLmy. wHHu U

27%
&S5 ST

yuamal seps HHsarer WwsHw pearGarhmons |
aaflgid, @B DBLkEMEEE ; for OBCs, subject to certain conditions.
: The Mandal Commission Agitation (1990)

GurprlLmser BenLGlupper. fe LoTewreur &6 The anti-Mandal commission protests of 1990

i marked a seismic shift in contemporary Indian

1992: @Bdlyr srapefl adly QB erpliwd
(ndra Sawhney vs Union of India eupédle : electoral landscape. The movement’s escalation in
i September 1990—highlighted by the tragic self-
: immolation of Desh Bandhu College student Rajeev

i Goswami—brought the intensity of the agitation

Ners Sewrmi.
rdlyng Brigen U UGHsafled sHD erdyly

snOsTene Wwhsaflaud FELULLE].

2 B SlenpLd, A Blub & em 6w & @ L6
RS s Ep&aETan 27% QL @ss8 e |
Srflueamwliys Csoguqurssians 2md :
Qauizg).

LO6VOTL60 6THFTLIL| BN L Mg 6iT

19909 el HoLLuHm e |

QumLd

CarevaurSlufienr gHOstene wHd B :
Ywaugb fijumesmar  FgHUHSHwE. |
aurerHorHflwy T &EH Sy Sar |

efutlpeageruy, HEETRS LSS0 Fomy 200 : Beyond the Yadavs, this era of identity politics also

shsrma puhdlaer perLGupper; eubhlad cleared a path for leaders like Mayawati. In 1995,
i her victory in Uttar Pradesh made her India’s first

P T e . i female Scheduled Caste Chief Minister, signalling a
?ﬂ%ﬁ ;ﬂ:?mi%?mm ;J @IJ_ lq_%i)ff gj;ﬁ gi:; major breakthrough for the Dalit political voice.
aob orel WOFers wWise, womub Ak wrse Ultimately, the story of the Mandal Commission is
i thestoryofIndia’s ongoingattemptto bridge the gap
i between its democratic ideals and its social reality.
i It was never intended to be a quick fix for historical
i inequality, but rather a structural intervention

i designed to break the cycle of exclusion that had

605@wW CuHULCLIT 2 ulflphser.

Curerp &sepabds saoauisear rfwale :
wsHw  QLsmzl  Quppery. HCHCuM®, :
19959 ar® 2§37 KrGsesdler !
WYHoTeug| 5605 (A[T0) P VMDESTNS
wruraud usNCuHEGL LUTMSWD @H6n PO |
2 (HeUmeug.

QFNL (LD Felps HHL1 LiwiewTLD

wearL & slayen erearg Qeaumd QL @HsE 0 !
Qanetens e, @bHur  Fps BHew
S@GSL  pepuid  gHullL  QrliueL i

Central Government services. V.P. Singh reiterated

i protests in several parts of the country, including
i incidents of self-immolation by students opposing
IYuDE Y maredw s 13y CsSl
HpLu5g, wiHu rs uaflsaie UlldlseErss £ 1992: The implementation of the reservation
QLagssslaoL paLppampluGsHwusg.

Har oeapuligid .9 Av QB Indra Sawhney v. Union of India, the court upheld

the implementation of the reservation policy.

policy was challenged in court, and in the case of

the constitutional validity of the 27% reservation

politics, fundamentally altering the national

i to the national forefront. According to historian
i Ramachandra Guha, the period saw approximately
i 200 such attempts, with over 60 fatalities.

i This "Mandal moment" decisively fragmented the
iy CumprliLmisear Q@pbHu  rfweied i North Indian electorate along caste lines, paving
oTHDsms  THLGSSer.  GHLLTS the. way for. the risg of influential, caste—bas.ed
QL Cs gL soarfl  ramey prdes i regional parties. Two figures who emerged as major

SepHpgl ol i beneficiaries of this shift were Lalu Yadav and

{ Mulayam Singh Yadav; both had long positioned
i themselves as socialist champions, deeply rooted

in the ideology of Ram Manohar Lohia.

i defined the country for centuries.

Looking Ahead: The Continuing Journey
i In summary, the Mandal Commission was more

than just a policy change; it was a fundamental
shift in how India pursues social justice. While

i the debate surrounding reservations continues to

August 2026 ~@EEVOICE
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My, s STESL Qenmeyd e uNFLL6

2 Greng).
LD GUoT L 60 &0l e 601
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Qerm e Qaupl rHE  Couamasafled
flenL s QLESaTD LLHLO®;  QHHw
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BrBsr LIPNSSTYID SerelLILGEDF.

@@ gearprusd 2 arenuilCotu Qeaund GQup
Cauamr(pQwefled, curerhprs Upsseaflssiiul L
wEsener QFTLIHH 2 cTeTL &8 &

Biw

Henara, Q& ng.

‘Gaa’ 7 - @ QLesss G Bprer

Briger Guuwuretenw wésafler 2 flenwo

rdsfls il L cuyorpné Apliyllés prer.”
(sTapSznen &. FFeveud, OlLINALeTNETH,

upeflwerr eurid NHLGSSLLLCLNT Lenflwinen Heo FMhigw —
SOPEE) |

9|7 & w6l e
U® BEIOprarpserns

Qamerer :
Caar@b eraLms WETLO sSblager HLEES i powerful reminder that for a democracy to be truly
i successful, it must constantly work to include those

evolve—moving from the streets of the 1990s to the
courtrooms and social media platforms of today—

i the core legacy remains clear. The commission
i succeeded in shifting the centre of gravity in Indian

politics, making the voices of the marginalized an
essential component of the national conversation.

i Today, the true measure of its impact is not just
i in the number of government positions held,

but in the permanent transformation of India’s
political consciousness. Ultimately, it remains a

who have historically been left behind.

i August 7 is not merely OBC Reservation Day; it is

wL G, BIHpTaT@EaTs @OSsLUL Y (555 ! the historic day when the rights of the nation's

long-excluded majority were finally recognized

and affirmed.

(The writer G.Saraswathi is Treasurer, Union Bank of
India Backward Classes Employees Welfare Association,
Tamil Nadu)
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‘It destroys academic freedom”=: @™
TMC on VBSA bill as JPC defers report =

Opposition united against controversial education legislation

The shelving of

the bill is a big win
for the opposition.
Trinamool Congress
pushed back against
the VBSA bill which is
anti-student and
anti-federalism.

— Sagarika Ghose
TMC MP

WHY TMC OPPOSES THE VBSA BILL

ATTACK ON FEDERALISM:
Creates a massive centralized
structure and rule by New Delhi.
MAKES EDUCATION ELITIST:
Higher education will become the

preserve of the rich; poor students
will face soaring fees.

DESTROYS ACADEMIC FREEDOM:
Constitutes a narrow interpretation of
Bharatiya Knowledge Systems based
on only one religion.

THREAT TO UGC:

Govt intends to demolish the UGC;
without it, universities will be forced
to take loans, leading to fee hikes.

 that would destroy the education sector.

~ NEW DELHI: With the JPC deciding to defer the report on the Viksit Bharat
Shiksha Adhisthan bill, Trinamool Congress MP Sagarika Ghose said the
opposition forced the govt to put a hold on the controversial legislation

WHO OPPOSES THE BILL?

The bill was strongly opposed by
:“ Congress, DMK, Shiv Sena; it is
reported, govt ally TDP too had

¥ Students, Teachers, Universities and State Rights

-
‘ ‘

Must be Protected. Education is a Right, Not a Privilege.

Source: TNN | Times of India | 21 JULY 2026

reservations over it.

SAVE FEDERALISM. SAVE ACADEMIC FREEDOM. /
SAVE EQUAL ACCESS TO EDUCATION!

EEEVOICE - August 2026
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VIKSIT BHARAT SHIKSHA ADHISHTHAN
(VBSA) BILL, 2025:

A THREAT TO FEDERALISM, AUTONOMY AND SOCIAL JUSTICE
IN HIGHER EDUCATION

he proposed Viksit Bharat Shiksha

Adhishthan (VBSA) Bill, 2025, which

seeks to replace the University Grants

Commission (UGC), All India Council for
Technical Education (AICTE), and National Council
for Teacher Education (NCTE) with a single apex
body, has attracted widespread opposition from
State Governments, Central Universities, IITs,
IIMs, IISERs, and other Institutions of National
Importance. Their objections reinforce the concerns
already raised by social justice organisations,
academic bodies, and our Association.

1. Excessive Centralisation of Power

The Bill concentrates unprecedented powers
in a single authority controlled by the Union
Government. Several universities and State
Governments have warned that this would
weaken India's federal structure and diminish the
constitutional role of States in higher education.
Clauses empowering the Centre to issue binding
policy directions, supersede the regulatory
body, and determine academic governance could
effectively convert an independent regulator into
an arm of the executive.

2. Erosion of Institutional Autonomy

Leading institutions such as IITs, [IMs, I[ISERs and
Central Universities have expressed concern that

the Bill undermines their academic, administrative,
and research autonomy. Institutions established
through separate Acts of Parliament fear that
the proposed framework would override their
existing statutory powers and subject them
to excessive bureaucratic control. Academic
freedom, innovation, curriculum development,
and institutional governance could be adversely
affected.

3. Threat to Federal Principles

Even several NDA-ruled States, including Andhra
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and Meghalaya, have
formally objected to provisions that permit central
authorities to bypass State Governments in crucial
matters relating to higher education. The Bill
dilutes cooperative federalism by reducing State
participation in decision-making while expanding
the authority of centrally appointed bodies.

4. Concentration of Regulatory, Accreditation
and Funding Powers

The proposed merger of multiple regulatory
bodies into a single institution creates a dangerous
concentration of authority. Regulatory oversight,
accreditation, standards, recognition, and policy
implementation would all rest with one apex
body, reducing institutional checks and balances.
Such centralisation increases the risk of arbitrary
decision-making and weakens accountability.

August 2026 °@BG%/OICE
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5. Harsh and Disproportionate Penalty Our Demand

Provisions We urge the Government of India and the Joint

The Bill proposes graded penalties, including heavy  Parliamentary Committee to:

fines and even closure of institutions. Universities 1. Withdraw the VBSA Bill, 2025 in its
have warned that such punitive measures may

disproportionately affect institutions functioning
in socially and economically disadvantaged regions.
Educational deficiencies arising from inadequate

present form.

2. Protect the autonomy of universities and
Institutions of National Importance.

. . 3. Preserve the federal character of higher
funding, faculty shortages, or structural constraints .

o education governance.
should not be treated as regulatory violations )
warranting severe penalties. 4. Ensure statutory safeguards for social

justice, reservation, and representation
of OBC, SC, ST and other marginalized
communities.

5. Undertake comprehensive stakeholder
consultations before introducing any new
regulatory framework.

6.Implications for Social Justiceand Reservation
Policies

The history of higher education regulation in India
demonstrates that representation and affirmative
action protections require constant vigilance.
Any restructuring of regulatory institutions must ]
explicitly safeguard constitutional provisions Conclusion

relating to reservation, social justice, diversity, The future of higher education in India cannot be
and inclusion. The Bill, in its present form, fails built on excessive centralisation and bureaucratic
to provide adequate assurances on these critical control. True educational progress requires
CONCerns. academic freedom, institutional autonomy,
federal cooperation, democratic accountability,

and unwavering commitment to social justice.
A reform of this magnitude cannot be undertaken The VBSA Bill, 2025, in its current form, falls short
without extensive consultation with State of these principles and therefore deserves to be
Governments, universities, faculty organisations, reconsidered and withdrawn.
student bodies, social justice movements, and

other stakeholders. The overwhelming objections
from institutions across ideological and political
lines indicate that the Bill lacks broad consensus.

7. Need for Wider Consultation

"Education must empower institutions, not
subordinate them; strengthen federalism,
not weaken it; and advance social justice, not
endanger it." m
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CENSUS 2027:
COUNTING CASTES CORRECTLY
IS THE KEY TO SOCIAL JUSTICE

WHY INDIA MUST ADOPT A SCIENTIFIC METHODOLOGY FOR
CASTE ENUMERATION

he Government of
India's decision to
undertake caste-wise
[ enumeration as part of
Census 2027 marks a historic
milestone in the pursuit of
social justice and evidence-
based policymaking. For the
first time after Independence,
G.KARUNANIDHI comprehensive  caste data

is expected to be collected across the country,
providing an opportunity to understand the
demographic, educational, social and economic
realities of various communities.

For decades, policymakers, social justice advocates,
researchers and backward class organizations
have emphasized the need for authentic caste data
to assess the effectiveness of reservation policies
and welfare programmes. The forthcoming census
therefore carries immense significance, particularly
for the Other Backward Classes (OBCs), Scheduled
Castes (SCs), Scheduled Tribes (STs) and other
socially disadvantaged communities.

However, the success of this historic exercise will
depend not merely on conducting a caste census,
but on how the census is conducted.

Recent media reports regarding the rehearsal of
Census 2027 have indicated that the population
enumeration schedule contains an "open column”
where respondents may write their caste names.
While this may appear to be a simple administrative
arrangement, India's past experience demonstrates
that such a methodology can create serious
challenges in data collection, classification and
analysis.

Lessons from the SECC 2011 Experience

India has already witnessed the limitations of an
open-ended caste recording system during the
Socio-Economic and Caste Census (SECC), 2011.
The exercise reportedly generated more than 46
lakh different caste entries, creating enormous

difficulties in verification, standardization and
meaningful analysis.

This happened because the same caste was
recorded in different spellings and forms across
regions. In many cases, surnames, titles, clan
names, local identities and sub-castes were entered
as separate castes. Linguistic differences across
States further complicated the process. As a result,
the data became fragmented and difficult to classify
scientifically.

The experience of SECC 2011 clearly demonstrates
that an open-ended approach may produce millions
of caste descriptions rather than an accurate caste
database. If the same methodology is repeated in
Census 2027, the country risks recreating the very
problems that prevented the effective utilization of
caste data in the past.

A Practical and Scientific Alternative

Fortunately, India already possesses a tested and
successful model for caste identification. For
decades, the Census has accurately enumerated
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes using
officially notified caste and tribe lists along with
corresponding codes.

Asimilar system can be adopted for all communities.
Under such a methodology:

¢ The Census Commission can prepare and
digitize official caste lists recognized by the
Central and State Governments.

¢ During population enumeration, the relevant
caste list applicable to the State may be
shown to the respondent.

e The respondent can identify his or her caste
from the notified list.

¢ The Enumerator can record both the caste
name and the corresponding caste code.

e Separate supervisory mechanisms may
be created to verify and classify genuinely
unlisted or rare cases.
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Form used in Census second phase rehearsal has ‘open column’ for caste

Vijaita Singh
Abhinay Lakshman
NEW DELHI

The questionnaire used in
the rehearsal for the se-
cond phase of Census,
which started in 16 States
and Union Territories on
Monday, has an “open co-
lumn” for respondents to
record their castes, several
officials involved in the ex-
ercise told The Hindu.

Though this gives an in-
dication of how caste is
likely to be enumerated in
the country as part of the
Population Census 2027,
officials said that this was
just a “pre-test” and the fi-
nal methodology will be
prepared based on the
feedback received during
the exercise, which con-
cludes on July 20.

The castes of all resi-
dents will be recorded in

the second phase of the
Census, named Population
Enumeration (PE).

The 2027 Census is the
first digital Census and the
first to enumerate caste in
Independent India.

Until now, only the
Scheduled Castes (SCs) and
Scheduled Tribes (STs)
were enumerated during
the Census exercise.

The PE phase will be
conducted in February
2027 across the country
but in Ladakh and snow-
bound areas of Jammu and
Kashmir, Uttarakhand and
Himachal Pradesh, it will
be concluded by Septem-
ber 30. The final question-
naire will be known by
September.

Debate continues

The discourse on the meth-
odology of caste enumera-
tion has largely swung bet-

|:

An enumerator takes notes during a door-to-door survey for the Census in New Delhi. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

ween either leaving an
open column for caste — as
in the 2011 Socio-Economic
Caste Census (SECC) — or
preparing a list of castes
for people to pick from, as
the Bihar government did
in its 202223 caste-based
survey.

Interestingly, the open
column methodology had
resulted in the 2011 SECC
returning over 46 lakh dif-
ferent “caste names”, lar-
gely owing to the diffe-
rence in what people
understand by caste.

Significantly, the Prime

Minister Narendra Modi-
led government has consis-
tently maintained over the
last decade that the 2011
SECC’s caste data were un-
reliable because of “er-
rors” in data collection.
The total number of
castes enumerated by the

Census exercise held in
1931 was 4,147.

Meanwhile, the pre-test
exercise under way also al-
lowed self-enumeration,
and the portal had beenac-
cessible from July 1to 5 on-
ly in the specific areas
where the rehearsal is be-
ing conducted.

In Faridabad, Haryana,
the exercise is being con-
ducted in 17 enumeration
blocks.

Each block typically has
150 to 180 residential units
with a population of 650 to
800 people.

“To evaluate field proce-
dures, digital applications,
and operational arrange-
ments ahead of the nation-
wide population enumera-
tion, a pre-test will be
conducted in Ward No. 24
— comprising 17 enumera-
tion blocks — from July 1 to
July 20,” the office of the

Deputy Commissioner, Fa-
ridabad said.

The PE phase in 2011
Census had 29 questions
covering  demographic,
cultural and economic pa-
rameters, as well as litera-
cy, migration, marital sta-
tus, travel to place of work,
and fertility.

An official said, “While
SC and ST communities
will be enumerated as they
have always been, with
codes for communities in
the SC and ST lists, other
people will have an open
column to fill in their caste
and enumerators will enter
whatever a resident says
their caste is.”

This comes even as
scholars and experts have
been speculating how the
government will decide to
enumerate castes in India
ever since the Union Cabi-
net approved it in 2025.

Such a procedure would ensure uniformity,
accuracy and consistency across the country while
minimizing administrative complications.

Why a Coded Caste Enumeration System is
Essential

A standardized caste coding system offers several
important advantages:

e Ensures uniform recording of caste names
throughout India.

e Eliminates duplication arising from spelling
variations and regional differences.

e Prevents surnames, titles, clan names and
sub-castes from being counted as separate
castes.

¢ Reduces post-enumeration verification and
classification work.

¢ Improves the credibility and reliability of
census data.

e Facilitates scientificanalysis for policymaking
and welfare planning.

e (Creates an authentic database for social
justice measures and targeted development
programmes.

Most importantly, it ensures that the census
captures actual caste populations rather than an
unmanageable collection of caste descriptions.

Representation Submitted to the Government

Recognizing the importance of adopting a scientific
methodology, a detailed representation has been
submitted to Shri Amit Shah, Hon'ble Union
Home Minister, and to the Registrar General &
Census Commissioner of India.

The representation welcomes the Government's
decision to conduct caste-wise enumeration and
emphasizes that the objective of the exercise can
be fulfilled only if the methodology guarantees
accuracy, consistency and credibility. It urges
the Government to avoid repeating the mistakes
experienced during SECC 2011 and to adopt
a standardized caste coding system based on
officially notified caste lists.

The representation points out that the nation is not
merely seeking caste data; it is seeking reliable
caste data that can guide future policy decisions
relating to education, employment, representation
and welfare.

The Road Ahead

Caste-wise enumeration has the potential to
become one of the most significant exercises in
independent India's social justice journey. Accurate
data will help governments design better policies,
assess representation gaps and allocate resources
more effectively.

The question before the nation today is not whether
caste enumeration should be conducted. That
decision has already been taken. The real question
is whether India wants scientifically validated caste
data or millions of unverified caste descriptions.

[fCensus 2027 istobecome ameaningfulinstrument
of social transformation, its methodology must be
robust, transparent and standardized.

An open caste column may create confusion; a
coded caste list will create clarity. The success
of the caste census lies not merely in counting
people, but in counting them correctly. m

(The writer is the General Secretary,
AIOBC Employees Federation)

EEEVOICE - August 2026



WOMEN’S RESERVATION MUST INCLUDE
OBC WOMEN: THE MISSING DIMENSION OF
SOCIAL JUSTICE

IMPLEMENT 33% RESERVATION FOR WOMEN IN PARLIAMENT
AND STATE ASSEMBLIES WITHOUT DELAY AND ENSURE
INTERNAL RESERVATION FOR OBC WOMEN

he demand for the immediate

implementation of 33% reservation for

women in Parliament and State Legislative

Assemblies has once again come to the
forefront of national debate. According to a report
published in The Times of India (11 July 2026),
women's organizations under the banner of the
National Coalition for Women's Reservation have
demanded that the reservation be implemented
immediately at the existing strength of Parliament
and Assemblies without waiting for Census and
delimitation exercises.

The Constitution (106th Amendment) Act, 2023
was hailed as a landmark step towards women's
political empowerment. However, by linking
its implementation to Census and delimitation,
the benefits of the legislation have remained
postponed. Women's organizations have rightly
argued that the constitutional promise of political
representation cannot be indefinitely delayed due
to unrelated political and administrative processes.

Today, women constitute less than 14% of the
Lok Sabha and barely around 10% in many State
Assemblies. Such low representation is inconsistent

‘Don’t use women for political agenda’

Activists slam
Centre, ask for 33%
quotaimmediately

.

SHEMIN JOY
NEW DELHI, DHNS

coalition of women’s
organisations on Friday
ut the Modi govern-

ment on notice over the 33%
women’s quota bill, vowing to
sit on protest here during the
entire Monsoon Session of Par-
liament demanding that it be
implemented immediately by
delinking it from delimitation
and census.

The National Coalition for
Women’s Reservation re-
leased a statement signed by

1,472 activists, writers and ac-
ademicians, accusing the Modi
government of using women’s
reservation as a “front to push
its political agenda” of delimi-
tation and increasing the num-
ber of Lok Sabha seats.

The activists wanted the
33% women's quota across
the existing strength of Par-
liament and Assemblies from
the next round of elections. A
Constitutional amendment
bill should be tabled in the
upcoming Monsoon Session
to delink women'’s quota from
the census and delimitation,
the statement said.

Calling it a “shame” that
India ranks 151 among 185
countries in terms of women’s
representationinnational par-
liaments, it said Indian women
have been denied their right-
ful share of political power
and participation so far, and

PARL RESERVATION

m The activists want 33%
women's quota from the
next round of elections

m They plan to protest at
Jantar Mantar from July
20, the first day of the
Monsoon Session

m A protest meet will
be held in Karnataka on
July 14

this “historic injustice must
end now”.

The government is “only
paying lip service” to ‘Nari
Shakti’ (women’s power), it
said,adding thatthe prolonged
delay exposes a “deep-seated
patriarchal reality that system-
atically stalls” women’s politi-
cal empowerment.

The coalition plans to hold

protests and rallies across In-
dia, with the activistsannounc-
ing that they would be sitting
atJantar Mantar from July 20,
the first day of the Monsoon
Session.

“We want 33% reservation
for women, and we want it
now,”the statement said.

Addressing a press con-
ference, Anjali Bharadwaj of
Satark Nagrik Sangathan said
the Centre was using women’s
reservation asameansto push
through the politically conten-
tious delimitation exercise.
“We oppose the delimitation
that benefits the north at the
cost of the South. Don’t use
women to get delimitation
passed,” she said.

A protest meet will be held
in Karnataka on July 14, while
numerous programmes will be
held across the country from
July 20.

DECCAN HERALD 11.7.2026
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with the democratic principle that women, who
constitute nearly half of India's population, should
have an equitable voice in governance and law-
making.

While welcoming the demand for immediate
implementation of women's reservation, the AIOBC
Employees Federation has consistently emphasized
that the reservation framework must also reflect
the realities of India's social structure. Merely
reserving seats for women, without addressing the
historical exclusion of women belonging to Other
Backward Classes (OBCs), may result in unequal
access to the benefits of political representation.

The Federation has therefore strongly demanded
that the 33% Women's Reservation should contain
a separate internal quota for OBC Women, similar
to the reservations already provided for Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes. Such an arrangement
alone would ensure that women from socially and
educationally backward communities receive fair
and proportionate representation in Parliament
and State Legislatures.

The demand is rooted in the principles of social
justice enshrined in the Constitution and in the
recommendations of several commissions that
have recognized the under-representation of OBC
communities in decision-making institutions. OBC
women faceadouble disadvantage arising fromboth
social backwardness and gender discrimination.
Without a dedicated internal quota, the benefits

of women's reservation may not adequately reach
this large section of Indian women.

The All India OBC Employees Federation, at its
Central Executive Committee meeting held in
Chennai on 25 April 2026, adopted a resolution
demanding that the Women's Reservation law
should provide an internal reservation for OBC
women within the 33% quota, thereby ensuring
equitable representation for all sections of women.
This demand has also been consistently raised
before the Government of India and various
political parties.

The struggle for women's representation and
the struggle for social justice are not separate
movements. True empowerment can be achieved
only when women from all social backgrounds,
including OBC, SC and ST communities, are
provided meaningful opportunities to participate
in legislative institutions.

As Parliament moves towards implementing the
Women's Reservation Act, it must ensure that the
benefits are shared fairly among all sections of
women. Immediate implementation of the 33%
reservation and provision of an internal quota
for OBC women are both essential to achieve
substantive equality and inclusive democracy.

"Women's Reservation must not be delayed.
Equally, it must not exclude OBC women. Social
Justice demands both implementation and
inclusion.” m

SUPREME COURT RULING ON DALIT CONVERTS:
SPARKS DEBATE ON CASTE !-\ND RELIGION

0 The Supreme Court upheld that Scheduled Caste status

is religion-specific, not based on caste alone.

9 Dalits who convert to religions other than Hinduism,
Sikhism and Buddhism lose SC reservation benefits.

0 The judgment is based on Article 341 of the Constitution
and Presidential Orders.

0 Court relied on past rulings (e.g., Soosai vs Union of India, 1985)
to maintain consistency in law.

e The verdict has sparked criticism from social justice
groups and Dalit rights activists.

G Activists argue it violates equality, dignity and the right
to freedom of religion under Articles 14, 15, 25.

0 Demand is rising to amend Article 341 to include
Dalit converts for true social justice.

e The ruling raises serious questions on intersection of
caste, religion and constitutional morality.

0 It may impact lakhs of Dalit Christians, Muslims and others
denied rightful opportunities and protection.

@ The debate continues: Is social justice defined by caste
oppression or religious identity?

i Supreme Court ruling on Delit converts sparks debate on caste and religion\
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Deccan Chronicle 20.7.2026

OUR STAND
Social justice must be based on caste oppression,
not religion. It is time to ensure equality, dignity
and constitutional rights for all, without

discrimination.
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PENSION IS A RIGHT, NOT A CHARITY

SUPREME COURT REAFFIRMS PENSION RIGHTS
OF TEMPORARY STATUS CASUAL LABOURERS

(Bhikhani Devi & Others vs Union of India, 2026 INSC 612, Judg-
ment dated 1 June 2026 - Bench: JJ. Sanjay Karol & A.G. Masih)

he Supreme Court's landmark judgment
in Bhikhani Devi & Others vs Union of
India is a significant victory for thousands
of casual labourers and temporary status
employees who devoted decades of service to
the Government but were denied pension solely
because they were never formally regularised.
The judgment not only settles a long-standing
legal controversy but also reinforces an important
constitutional principle: pension is a right earned
through service and not a discretionary benefit
dependent upon the goodwill of the employer.

The case arose from the claims of casual labourers
who had been granted "temporary status"” under the
Casual Labourers (Grant of Temporary Status
and Regularisation) Scheme, 1991. Although
they worked for decades and were accorded
benefits similar to temporary Group 'D' employees,

the Government denied them pension after
retirement on the ground that they had never been
formally regularised. The Central Administrative
Tribunal ruled in their favour, but the Patna High
Courtreversed that decision. The matter eventually
reached the Supreme Court.

The Supreme Court emphatically rejected the
narrow interpretation adopted by the High Court.
The Court observed that once temporary status
employees completed three years of continuous
service and became entitled to benefits admissible
to temporary Group 'D' employees, they could not
be selectively denied pensionary benefits while
enjoying all other service benefits. The Court held
thatparity under the Scheme meant parity in service
benefits and not merely symbolic recognition.

A crucial aspect of the judgment is the Court's
interpretation of the CCS (Temporary Service)
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Rules, 1965. Rule 10(1-B) specifically provides
pension and gratuity to temporary Government
servants who have rendered at least ten years
of qualifying service. The Court noted that the
statutory framework itself recognises pension
rights for temporary employees and does not
restrict such benefits only to permanent or regular
employees.

The Government argued that the employees were
originally engaged as casual labourers paid out
of contingencies and therefore fell outside the
scope of pension rules. Rejecting this contention,
the Court held that once the employees were
granted temporary status and subsequently
extended benefits available to temporary Group
'D' employees—including pay parity, increments,
leave, and GPF facilities—the Government could
not selectively rely upon the original mode of
engagement to deny pension. Such an approach,
the Court observed, would defeat the very object of
the Scheme.

Most significantly, the Court reaffirmed that
pension is not a matter of grace. Referring to
earlier constitutional jurisprudence, it held that
pension is a deferred wage earned by an employee
through long years of service and constitutes a
property right protected under Article 300A of
the Constitution. Therefore, pension cannot be
denied on the plea of administrative convenience
or financial burden.

The Court then delivered its most important
finding:

"A temporary status casual labourer
would be entitled to pensionary benefits
on superannuation even in the absence of
regularisation.”

This declaration marks a major shift in service
jurisprudence. It establishes that entitlement
to pension flows from the nature and duration
of service and from statutory rules, not from
the issuance of a formal regularisation order.
Administrative failure to regularise an employee
cannot extinguish vested rights accrued through
decades of service.

Broader Implications for Workers
Broader Implications for Workers

This landmark judgment benefits not only the
appellants but also thousands of temporary and
casual workers in Government departments, PSUs,
and autonomous bodies who have been denied
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Court clarified that welfare laws must advance
justice and cannot be defeated by technicalities.
If employees are granted benefits equivalent to
temporary Government servants, pension cannot
be selectively denied.

The Court also held that pension is a continuing
right and cannot be rejected merely due to delay
in approaching the courts, though arrears may
be restricted. Accordingly, the Government was
directed to release pensionary benefits within
three months, failing which interest at 6% per
annum would apply.

Conclusion

The decision in Bhikhani Devi vs Union of India
is a milestone in Indian service law. It upholds the
dignity of labour, prevents exploitation through
prolonged temporary employment, and protects
workers from being deprived of retirement security
due to administrative inaction.

The judgment sends a clear message: the State
cannottake decades of service from an employee
and then deny pension by citing the absence
of a formal regularisation order. Pension is an
earned right, a constitutional entitlement, and
an essential component of social justice.

For employees, trade wunions, and welfare
organisations, this judgment stands as a reminder
that constitutional rights do not vanish because
of bureaucratic delays. For the Government, it is a
call to ensure that service benefits promised under
welfare schemes are implemented in both letter
and spirit.

When service has been rendered faithfully for
decades, justice demands that retirement be
accompanied by dignity—and pension remains
the cornerstone of that dignity.

- G.Karunanidhi, Editor, OBC VOICE




Dharmapuri is one of the prominent cities in Tamil
Nadu. At a vantage point here Periyar’s statue was
erected at 7 PM. on 24" May, 1969. It was the maiden
installation. The bronze statue depicted full image of
Periyar. It was unveiled by Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi,
who was then the Chief Minister of the state.

The grand event concluded with a speech by Periyar,
explaining the objective behind the erection of his
statue. The content of his speech is as follows in a
nutshell:

My dear friends, followers, and comrades,

[ express my heartfelt gratitude to all of you for
gathering here and for the affection and respect you
have shown by erecting this statue. Many speakers
have praised me generously. While criticism never
troubles me, excessive praise makes me uncomfortable.
Nevertheless, I accept your affection with humility and
assure you that I shall continue to strive to deserve
your confidence.

Some may wonder about the nature of our movement.
[ have often described it as a “destructive movement.”
This does not mean destruction in a negative sense.
We seek to destroy blind faith, superstition, caste
oppression, social inequality, and all forms of injustice
that degrade human beings. We aim to eradicate
ignorance and irrational customs that have kept our
people in chains for centuries. Only by removing
these obstacles can society progress towards equality,
dignity, and self-respect.

The statue erected here is not meant for worship. It
is not intended to become another object of ritual or
devotion. It represents an individual who spent his life
questioning established beliefs and encouraging people
to think rationally. If this statue serves any purpose, it
should remind people to question superstition, reject
social injustice, and use reason as their guide.

THOUGHTS OF PERIYAR:

RATIONALISM CAUSED
REFORMATION
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For generations, society has been burdened by outdated
customs, mythical stories, and rigid social codes. These
have prevented people from thinking independently
and have kept them trapped in ignorance. Rationalism
alone can liberate people from such darkness and
bring about genuine social reform. Therefore, when
we speak of destroying old beliefs, it is only to create a
more enlightened and humane society.

The people of Tamil Nadu placed their trust in leaders
who openly opposed caste discrimination, religious
orthodoxy, and irrational customs. They supported
those who promised social reform and equality. This
mandate was not obtained through deception but
through the confidence people reposed in progressive
ideals.

Our beloved leader Anna was a fearless rationalist. He
challenged social and religious orthodoxy throughout
his life and advocated self-respect and equality. Even
those who disagreed with his views could not deny his
honesty, courage, and dedication to public welfare. The
immense outpouring of grief at the time of his death
demonstrated the affection people had for him despite
knowing his rationalist convictions.

Anna’s government introduced historic reforms.
The legal recognition of Self-Respect Marriages was
one such milestone. It established that marriage
need not depend upon caste, religion, rituals, or
priestly intervention. Mutual consent, equality, and
commitmentbetween two individuals were considered
sufficient. Such reforms reflected a new social vision
rooted in dignity and human equality.

The struggle against caste oppression has been central
to our movement. For centuries, social and educational
opportunities were monopolized by a privileged few,
while the vast majority remained excluded. Through
relentless struggle, we challenged this domination
and opened doors for the oppressed and marginalized
sections of society. People from socially disadvantaged
backgrounds were able to rise to positions of authority
and leadership because of these efforts.
Untouchability remains one of the greatest evils in
our society. It cannot be eliminated merely through
speeches or symbolic gestures. As long as social
structures based on caste superiority and inferiority
continue to exist, true equality cannot be achieved.
Many claim that untouchability has disappeared, but
the reality proves otherwise. Our struggle against
discrimination must therefore continue until every
individual enjoys equal dignity and respect.

The movement also played a significant role in social
reform beyond Tamil Nadu. In Kerala, we fought for the
rights of oppressed communities to use public roads
and access temple surroundings. These struggles faced
fierce resistance, yet they succeeded in challenging
centuries of discrimination and helped pave the way
for greater social equality.

The reforms undertaken by progressive governments
in Tamil Nadu have contributed significantly to
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reducing social inequalities. Greater opportunities in
education, public employment, administration, and
the judiciary have enabled broader sections of society
to participate in governance. Free and accessible
education has empowered countless young people
from ordinary families to aspire for a better future.
The progress achieved so far should not make us
complacent. There are still forces that oppose social
justice and seek to preserve outdated privileges.
Therefore, those who believe in equality, rationalism,
and social reform must remain vigilant and united.
Progressive governments and social movements
require continued public support if they are to
withstand such challenges and advance further
reforms.

One of the most encouraging changes in society is the
growing aspiration among the younger generation.
Our children no longer accept a future limited by
caste or inherited occupations. They seek education,
knowledge, and meaningful employment. This
transformation is the result of sustained social reform
and must be strengthened further.

The statues, memorials, and monuments erected by
our movementare notintended to promote personality
worship. Their purpose is to preserve and propagate
ideas. When future generations see these symbols,
they should remember the principles for which we
struggled—rationalism, self-respect, social justice,
equality, and human dignity.

If, one day, someone points to this statue and says, “This
is the statue of a man who challenged superstition and
fought for social justice,” that alone will be a sufficient
tribute. Individuals may pass away, but ideas can
continue to inspire generations.

My gratitude to all of you for your affection, support,
and good wishes. Let us continue the journey towards
a society based on reason, equality, and self-respect.

(Courtesy: Viduthalai - Abridged version of Thanthai
Periyar’s speech)
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