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THE CASE FOR A  
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NEET DOES 
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AUGUST 7 (1990):
“In fact this is the realisation of the dream of BHARAT RATNA 
Dr. B.R. AMBEDKAR, of the great PERIYAR RAMASWAMY and Dr. 
RAM MANOHAR LOHIA”. (Prime Minister V.P.Singh in Parliament 
announcing 27% reservation to OBCs in government jobs) 
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EDITORIAL

THERMAL INJUSTICE  
ROOTED IN  

CASTE INJUSTICE
A recent study conducted by the Researchers across the country 

has found that average daily exposures to a key heat threshold 
are much higher among SC, ST and OBC workers. The researchers 

from IIM-Bangalore, IIT-Gandhinagar, and National Law School, 
Bangalore have specialisation in climate policy and have combined the 
data from India’s Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS) – conducted by 
the Union Statistics and Programme Implementation Ministry – with 
weather data to assess workers’ exposure to heat during April – June 
months in 2019 and 2022 for their study.
It has been found that “general-caste workers spent on average 28 per 
cent of their working hours outdoors while ST workers spent 43-49 per 
cent outdoors. In at least 65 districts across the country in both 2019 and 
2022, some 75 per cent of SC and ST workers spent 75 per cent of their 
working hours outdoors. The number of districts where general-caste 
workers also spent 75 per cent of their working hours outdoors was only 
22”.
Marginalised caste groups in India continue to dominate occupations 
that demand outdoor physical labour such as agriculture, construction, 
mining, road-building or municipal work, which come with an enhanced 
risk of exposure to extreme heat and related illnesses, including life-
threatening heat strokes.
The researchers have also underscored the possible differences in 
access to fans, air coolers or air-conditioners across population groups 
that might impact heat exposure at night-time.
Marginalised caste groups have lower access to fans, air-conditioners, 
and coolers compared with general-caste households; the Union 
ministry’s National Family Health Survey 2019-21 had found.
The researchers describe these associations between caste, occupation 
and heat stress as “thermal injustice” which is “rooted in caste injustice” 
in India.
Despite the constitutional provisions for a fair and equal treatment of all 
citizens, still Indian society is afflicted by the century-old ‘manusmriti’ 
that has ordained that “One occupation only the lord prescribed to the 
Sudra; to serve meekly even these (other) three castes”.  (Chapter 1 – 
Sloka 91).
This ‘law of manu’ still continues to operate surreptitiously in all sectors, 
which the researchers have also exposed to the people now.
It is intriguing to note that the Delhi University has a proposal to teach 
‘Manusmriti’ to its LLB students, which of course, the Vice Chancellor 
has vetoed it. n



1947 ஆகஸ்ட் 15 ஆம் நாள் இந்திய 
துணைககண்டத்திற்கு விடுதணை வழஙகப்பட்்டதாய் 
ஆஙகிை அரசு பிரக்டனப்படுத்தியது.  1990 ஆகஸ்ட் 7 
ஆம் நாள் முதல் பிற்்படுத்தப்பட்்ட மககளுககு இந்திய 
ஒன்றிய அரசில் அரசு வவணைவாய்பபிற்கு மட்டும் 
மண்டல் குழு ்பரிந்துணரத்த 27 விழுககாடு இ்டஒதுககீடு 
செயல்்படுத்தப்படுவதாய் அன்ணறைய பிரதமர் 
மாணபுமிகு V.P. சிங அவர்களால் நா்டாளுமன்றைத்தில் 
அறிவிககப்பட்்டது.
இந்திய துணைககண்டம் விடுதணை ச்பற்றைது 
1947 ஆகஸ்ட் - 15.  இந்திய ஒன்றியத்திலுள்ள 
பிற்்படுத்தப்பட்வ்டார் அரசு வவணை வாய்பபிற்கு 
விடுதணை வழஙகப்பட்்டது 1990 ஆகஸ்ட் - 7.
ஆக, நாடு விடுதணை ச்பற்று 43 ஆணடுகளுககு 
பிறைகு இந்தியாவின் மககள்சதாணகயில் ்பகுதிககு வமல் 
(52%) உள்ள பிற்்படுத்தப்பட்்ட மககளுககு விடுதணை 
கிண்டத்தது.

அடிமைச் சங்கிலி
 நூற்று அய்ம்்பது ஆணடுகளுககு வமல் ஆஙகிவையரி்டமும் 
அதற்கு முன்பும்  அடிணமப்பட்டிருந்த மககளில் 
ெரி்பகுதியினர் விடுதணைககு பிறைகும் சுமார் அணர 
நூற்றைாணடு காைம் (43 ஆணடுகள்) அடிணமசெஙகிலிணய 
சுமந்திருந்த வரைாறு இந்திய துணைககண்டத்ணத தவிர 
உைகில் எஙகும் காைாத வரைாறைாகும்.
தந்ணத ச்பரியார் சதாணைவநாகவகாடு குறிபபிட்்டது 
வ்பால் திராவி்டர்களின் ெமூக - அரசியல் குறித்து 
தீர்வு காைாது இந்தியாவிற்கு விடுதணை வழஙகுவது 
என்்பது ்பார்ப்பனர்களுககு ஆதிகக உரிணம 
வழஙகியதற்கு ெமமாகும்.  ஆஙகிை அடிணம மாறி 
ஆரியர்களின் அடிணமயாக திராவி்டர் இனத்து மககள் 
தள்ளப்படுவார்கள் என்றை கணிபபு மிகசெரியானது 
என்்பதற்கு இது ஒரு மிகபச்பரும் ொன்றைாகும்.

காகா கலேலகர் ஆமையம்
இந்திய அரசியல் ெட்்டப்படி தாழத்தப்பட்்ட மற்றும் 
்பழஙகுடி மககளுககு (SC & ST) வழஙகப்பட்டுள்ள 
கல்வி வவணை வாய்பபில் (இந்திய ஒன்றிய அரசில்) 
இ்டஒதுககீடு வ்பால் பிற்்படுத்தப்பட்்டவர்களுககும் 
தரப்ப்ட வவணடும் என்றை அரசியல் ெட்்ட வணரவுககுழு 
தணைவர் ்பா்பாொவகப அம்வ்பத்கர், கருத்துப்படி, 
இந்தியாவின் முதல் பிரதமர் மாணபுமிகு வநரு 

On 15th of August 1947, the British Government 
proclaimed that the Indian subcontinent has been 
granted freedom.  On 7th of August 1990, V.P. Singh, 
who was then the Prime Minister declared in the 
Parliament that 27 per cent reservation, in Union Govt. 
employment, is being implemented for the Backward 
Classes according to the recommendation of the Mandal 
Commission.  This implementation was with effect from 
07.08.1990.
Indian subcontinent gained freedom on August 15, 
1947.  The Backward classes of Indian Union acquired on 
August 7, 1990, freedom for entering into in Government 
services.
The Backward class population in India is more than 
52 per cent of the total population of the country.  In 
brief, they got Independence 43 years after the country 
achieved Independence.

Chains of slavery
Half of the population who existed as slaves for a century 
and a half during British rule and prior, were in the 
chains of slavery for nearly half a century (43 years) 
even after achieving Independence.  This historical fact 
is unheard of in any part of the world, except the Indian 
subcontinent.
As Periyar had pointed out by his far sightedness, 
granting Independence to India without solving the 
social, political problems of the Dravidians was like 
granting brahmins absolute right for domination.  
Periyar was quite right when he foresaw that the people 
of Dravidian race would become the slaves of Aryans 
instead of existing as the slaves of the British.  

Kaka Kalelkar Commission
 Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar, who headed the 
Constitution drafting committee, felt that on a par 
with the Scheduled caste and Schedule tribe (SC & ST) 
people, the Backward classes should also be granted 
reservation in employment and education in Indian 
Union Government sectors, As desired by Dr. Ambedkar, 
under the rule of the Jawaharlal Nehru, the first Prime 
Minister of India, on 29.01.1953 a committee was 
constituted headed by Kaka Kalelkar. This committee 
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அவர்களின் ஆட்சியில் 29.01.1953 அன்று 
காகாகவைல்கார் என்்பவர் தணைணமயில் ஒரு குழு 
அணமககப்பட்்டது.  இககுழு 30.03.1955 அன்று 
தனது அறிகணகணய சகாடுத்தது.  இந்த அறிகணகணய 
தந்த குழுவின் தணைவர் காகாகவைல்கார் தனது 
சொந்தககருத்து பிற்்படுத்தப்பட்வ்டாருககு இ்ட ஒதுககீடு 
வதணவ அற்றைது, எனககு உ்டன்்பாடில்ணை என்று 
குறிபபிட்டிருந்தார்.  இவர் ஒரு ்பார்ப்பனர் என்்பது 
இஙகு முககியமாக கவனிககப்ப்ட வவணடியது.
தந்ணத ச்பரியார் கருத்துப்படி ்பார்ப்பனர்கள் தஙகளின் 
வமைாதிககத்ணத நிணைநாட்டியதும் இஙகு குறிபபி்டத்தகக 
செய்தியாகும்.
காகாகவைல்காரின் சொந்தககருத்தின் தாககம் இவர் 
தணைணமயில் குழு வழஙகிய அறிகணகணய ஊறுகாய் 
்பாணனககுள் ஊர ணவககச செய்துவிட்்டது.

ைண்டல குழு
இதன்பின், 25 ஆணடுகள் உருணவ்டாடின.  கால் 
நூற்றைாணடுககு பின் 1978-ல் அணமந்த 'ஜனதா' 
அரொஙகத்தின் உள்துணறை அணமசெராக இருந்த, 
பிற்்படுத்தப்பட்்ட மககளின் உன்னத தணைவர், 
மாணபுமிகு ெரணசிங அவர்களின் ச்பருமுயற்சியால் - 
அயரா சதா்டர் ந்டவடிகணகயால் அன்ணறைய பிரதமராக 
இருந்த மாணபுமிகு சமாரார்ஜி வதொய் அவர்கள் 
மூைம் பிற்்படுத்தப்பட்வ்டாருககு ஒன்றிய அரசில் கல்வி 
- வவணைவாய்பபிற்கு உரியன ்பரிந்துணரகக பி.பி. 
மண்டல் என்்பவர் தணைணமயில் 20.12.1978 அன்று 
ஒரு குழு அணமககப்பட்்டது. அந்தக குழுவின் ச்பயர் 
தான் 'மண்டல் குழு' என்்பதாகும்.
மண்டல் குழு இந்திய ஒன்றியத்திலுள்ள மாநிைஙகள், 
யூனியன் பிரவதெஙகள் அணனத்திற்கும் 21.3.1979 முதல் 
சுற்றுப்பயைம் சென்று 405 - மாவட்்டஙகளில் ஆய்வு 
ந்டத்தி 31.12.1980 அன்று அன்ணறைய குடியரசுத் தணைவர் 
மாட்சிணமககுரிய நீைம் ெஞ்சீவ சரட்டி அவர்களி்டம் 
மண்டல் குழுவின் ்பரிந்துணரணய சகாடுத்தது.  இஙகு 
கவனிககத் தககது பி.பி. மண்டல் பிற்்படுத்தப்பட்்டவர்.  
முன்னாள் பீகார் மாநிை முதல்வர், வழககறிஞர். 
இரண்டாணடுகள் ஆய்வு செய்து அறிகணக சகாடுத்தார்.
இதற்கு முன்பு நியமிககப்பட்்ட முதல் குழுவின் 
தணைவர் காகாகவைல்கர் ்பார்ப்பனர்.  இவர் 
பிற்்படுத்தப்பட்வ்டாருககு இ்டஒதுககீடு வதணவயில்ணை 
என்்பது தனது சொந்தக கருத்து என்்பதாக குறிபண்ப 
எழுதினார்.
பி.பி. மண்டல் அறிகணக சகாடுத்தும் அதணன 
நா்டாளுமன்றைத்தில் விவாதத்திற்கு ணவககாது சுமார்  
1½ ஆணடுகளாக க்டத்தப்பட்்டது. 

தி.க.ஆர்்ப்பாட்டம்
குடியரசு தணைவரி்டம் அறிகணக தந்தபின் 18ஆவது 
நாவள இப்பரிந்துணர மீது உ்டன் ந்டவடிகணக எடுகக 
வவணடும் என்று திராவி்டர் கழகத்தின் ச்பாதுசசெயைாளர் 
மானமிகு கி. வீரமணி தீர்மானம் நிணறைவவற்றினார்.
அன்ணறைய பிரதமர் இந்திரா காந்தி அவர்களுககு, 
திராவி்டர் கழகத் வதாழர்கவளாடு ச்டல்லி சென்று 
மானமிகு கி.வீரமணி கருபபுகசகாடி காட்டி - 
உ்டன் நா்டாளுமன்றைத்தில் மண்டல் குழு அறிகணக 
விவாதிககப்ப்ட வவணடும் என்று வ்பாராடி ணகதாகி 
விடுதணையானார்.
ஒரு வழியாய் 30.04.1982 அன்று இந்திய ஒன்றியத்தின் 

submitted its report on 30.03.1955.  The Chairman of 
the committee Kaka Kalelkar expressed his personal 
view that reservation for the Backward class was not 
necessary and that he cannot accept it.  It must be noted 
at this point that he was a brahmin.
It is also noteworthy here that according to the views 
of Thanthai Periyar, brahmins had a strong foot hold in 
dominating and suppressing others.
By the impact of the personal view of Kaka Kalelkar, the 
report submitted by the committee headed by him was 
dumped ignored to gather dust.  There was no action 
upon the report concerned.

MANDAL COMMISSION
25 years passed away after this incident.  After a quarter 
century, the ‘Janata’ Government was formed at the 
centre.  Charan Singh was the Home Minister and a 
noble leader of the Backward classes.  By his restless 
efforts and persistent action there was good progress.  
Morarji Desai was then the Prime Minister.  It was 
decided to persuade him to help the Backward classes 
get opportunities in employment and education in 
Union Government establishments and institutions.  For 
the purpose of recommending this welfare measure, a 
committee was formed on 20.12.1978, headed by B.P. 
Mandal.  It is popularly known even today as the “Mandal 
Commission”.
Mandal Commission went around all the States of the 
Indian Union and Union territories for thorough survey.  
The commission conducted survey in 405 districts and 
submitted its report of recommendation on 31.12.1980 
to the President of India Neelam Sanjeeva Reddy.  It must 
be noted here that B.P. Mandal himself hailed from the 
Backward class.  He was formerly the Chief Minister of 
Bihar.  He was also a renowned advocate.  He submitted 
the report after a deep research and survey for two 
years.
The Head of the former commission Kaka Kalelkar, was 
a brahmin.  Without visiting any place, he remained 
inactive and submitted his report within two months.  
He had also specified that it was his personal view that 
the Backward classes needed no reservation at all.
Even after the submission of the Mandal commission 
report, it was not taken up for discussion in the 
Parliament.  Nearly one and a half year lapsed without 
any productive step.

D.K.Agitation
Dravidar Kazhagam, under the leadership of Asiriyar 
K.Veeramani, passed a resolution to implement the 
recommendations of Mandal Commission.
Asiriyar K. Veeramani went to Delhi with the cadres of 
the Dravidar Kazhagam and held a black flag protest in 
front of the residence of Indira Gandhi, who was then the 
Prime Minister.  He agitated demanding a discussion in 
the Parliament on the Mandal Commission report.  He 
and the DK cadres courted arrest and were later released 
by the Police.
At last on 30.04.1982, the report of recommendation 
submitted by the Mandal Commission was taken up for 
discussion in the Parliament but it was not followed by 
any action.
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நா்டாளுமன்றைத்தில் மண்டல் குழு அளித்த 'மண்டல் 
குழு ்பரிந்துணர' விவாதத்திற்கு ணவககப்பட்்டது.  
ந்டவடிகணக ஏதும் இல்ணை.
அன்று முதல் 13 ஆணடுகள் சதா்டர்ந்து வி்டா 
முயற்சியாக திராவி்டர் கழகப ச்பாதுசசெயைாளராக 
அன்றிருந்த மானமிகு கி.வீரமணி அவர்கள் நாடு 
தழுவிய அளவில் 42 - மாநாடுகள், 16 - வ்பாராட்்டஙகள் 
என அணை அணையாய் ்பை வ்பாராட்்ட நிகழசசியிணன 
நிகழத்தி பிற்்படுத்தப்பட்்ட தணைவர்கள் மற்றும் மககள் 
மத்தியில் மாச்பரும் எழுசசிணய உருவாககினார்.
பி.பி. மண்டல் அவர்கள் தமிழநாடு மாநிைத்திற்கு 
வந்து, குழுவவாடு ஆய்வு செய்து பின், ச்டல்லி 
திரும்புமுன்பு சென்ணன ச்பரியார் தி்டலில் நண்டச்பற்றை 
திராவி்டர் கழகம் ந்டத்திய நிகழவில் கைந்துசகாணடு 
உணரயாற்றும்வ்பாது, நாஙகள் வழஙகும் அறிகணக 
உயிர் ச்பற்று நண்டமுணறைப்படுத்தப்ப்ட தணைவர் கி. 
வீரமணி அவர்களின் உணழப்பால் மட்டுந்தான் முடியும் 
என்று குறிபபிட்்டார்.  அணத சமய்பபிககும் வணகயில் 
திராவி்டர் கழகம் - அதன் ச்பாதுசசெயைாளர் மானமிகு 
கி.வீரமணி அவர்களின் உணழபபு இருந்தணத குறிபபி்டல் 
அவசியமாகிறைது.

வரோற்று சிற்பபுமிகக அறிவி்பபு
மண்டல் ்பரிந்துணர நிணறைவவற்றி்ட சதா்டர் களம் காணும் 
வவணளயில் நல்வாய்ப்பாக இந்திய ஒன்றியத்தின் 
பிரதமராக 1990 வதர்தலில் சவற்றி ச்பற்று வி.பி.சிங 
வதர்ந்சதடுககப்படுகிறைார். மாணபுமிகு பிரதமர் வி.பி.சிங 
07.08.1990-ல் வரைாற்றுச சிறைபபுமிகக - புதிய வரைாற்ணறை 
சதா்டஙகி ணவத்த மண்டல் குழு ்பரிந்துணரயின் மிக 
முககியமான ்பரிந்துணரயாகிய இந்திய ஒன்றியத்தின் 
அரசு கல்வி - வவணைவாய்பபில் 27% இ்டஒதுககீடு 
பிற்்படுத்தப்பட்்டவர்களுககு செய்யப்ப்ட வவணடும் 
என்றை ்பரிந்துணரணய முதன் முதல் ஏற்று - நிணறைவவற்றி - 
முதலில் வவணைவாய்பபிற்கு மட்டும் 27% இ்டஒதுககீடு 
வழஙகி ஆணையிட்்டார்.
நா்டாளுமன்றைத்தில் பிரதமர் வி.பி.சிங வ்பசும்வ்பாது 
ெமூகநீதி வரைாற்றில் இந்தியாவில் முதன்முதலில் 
பிற்்படுத்தப்பட்வ்டாருககு ெமூகநீதி - இ்டஒதுககீடு 
வழஙகிடும் ஆணைணய அறிவிககும் முன்்பாக தந்ணத 
ச்பரியார் - ்பா்பாொவகப அம்வ்பத்கர் - ராம்மவனாகர் 
வைாகியா ஆகிய முபச்பருந்தணைவர்கணள நிணனவு 
கூர்ந்து அவர்கள் கனவு நனவாககி்ட இந்த ஆணைணய 
நா்டாளுமன்றைம் நிணறைவவற்றுகிறைது என்று ச்பருணம 
ச்பாஙக அறிவித்தார்.

ைண்டலும் - கைண்டலும்
நாவ்ட ஆனந்தம் அண்டந்தது.  ஆனால், ஆரியம் 
ஆகபச்பரும் அதிர்சசி அண்டந்தது.  97% மககளின் 
வயிற்றில் ்பால் வார்ககப்பட்்டது.  3% ்பார்ப்பனர்கள் 
தஙகளின் ஆைகால் விஷத்ணத கககத் சதா்டஙகினர்.
வி.பி.சிங பிறைபபித்த 27 ெதவீத இ்ட ஒதுககீடு ஆணை 
அறிவிககப்பட்்டதும்,  ்பார்ப்பனர்கள் உசெநீதிமன்றைம் 
சென்று 01.10.1990-ல் தண்ட வாஙகினர். ஆட்சிககு 
ஆதரவு தந்த ்பாஜக, மண்டல் ்பரிந்துணரணய அரசு 
நிணறைவவற்றியதும், கமண்டைத்ணத ணகயில் எடுத்தது.  
ரத யாத்திணரககு அணழபபு விடுத்தது. அத்வானி 
தணைணமயில் ரதயாத்திணர ந்டத்தப்பட்்டது. வி.பி.
சிங அரசுககு அளித்து வந்த ஆதரணவ ்பாஜக 
திரும்்பபச்பற்றைது.  மாவீரர் வி.பி.சிங ஆட்சி கவிழந்தது.

Since that day, the General Secretary of Dravidar 
Kazhagam, Asiriyar K. Veeramani relentlessly fought 
for this purpose continuously for 13 long years.  He 
conducted 42 conferences on a National level and 16 
agitations of protest.  There were regular events one 
after the other, raising voice of protest.  He created a 
sensation among the leaders of the Backward classes 
and the common public by his persistent struggle for the 
welfare of the Backward classes.
B.P. Mandal came to the State of Tamil Nadu and conducted 
a survey along with his committee members.  Before 
returning to Delhi he participated in an event organised 
by the Dravidar Kazhagam and delivered a speech.  He 
specified: “Only the leader K. Veeramani can infuse life to 
the report submitted by us.  Our recommendations could 
be accepted and implemented only by his hardwork and 
persistent efforts.”  It must be highlighted at this point 
that the struggle of K. Veeramani was really amazing as 
commended by B.P.Mandal.

Historic announcement
When such fights were going on for the implementation 
of Mandal Commission Report, there was a good turning 
point in the political field.  Following his win in the 1990 
elections, V.P. Singh was elected as the Prime Minister 
of India.  On 07.08.1990 he made a historic declaration.  
He ratified first of all, the prime recommendation of the 
Mandal Commission that 27 per cent reservation should 
be provided to all the Backward classes in employment 
in Union Government services and public sector 
undertakings. V.P. Singh scripted history by releasing an 
order by officially proclaiming the reservation.
During his introductory speech before this proclamation 
in the Parliament, Prime Minister V.P. Singh recalled 
the three great leaders of the past – Thanthai Periyar, 
Babasaheb Ambedkar and Ram Manohar Lohia – and 
said that their dreams have come true by the order 
passed in the Parliament.  He highlighted that in the 
history of Social Justice, for the first time in India, an 
order is officially passed granting reservation to the 
Backward classes.  The Prime Minister V.P. Singh further 
said that social justice has been done for the Backward 
classes by this historic proclamation.

Mandal Vs Kamandal
The entire country was rejoicing but the Aryan coterie 
was shocked and soaked in grief.  97 per cent of the 
population heaved a sigh of relief in happiness but the 
brahmins started puking deadly venom.
Immediately after the announcement of V.P.Singh govt 
to provide 27% reservation to OBCs in employment, 
brahmins moved the Supreme Court and obtained 
stay on 01.10.1990.  The implementation was blocked.  
They ridiculed Mandal Commission and gave a call for 
a ‘rath yatra’ to celebrate the stay obtained.  The rally 
was headed by BJP leader L.K.Advani.  The BJP withdrew 
its support to V.P.Singh Government.  Ultimately the 
Government of the great warrior V.P. Singh toppled.
The Aryan coterie thought that V.P. Singh would be vexed 
and retreat but he announced that he was prepared 
to sacrifice his rule even thousand times for the sake 
of getting Mandal Commission recommendations 
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அெந்துவ்பாவார் வி.பி.சிங என ஆரியம் நிணனத்தது.  
ஆனால், வி.பி.சிங  அறிவித்தார், மண்டல் 
்பரிந்துணரககாக ஒருமுணறை அல்ை ஓராயிரம் முணறை 
ஆட்சிணய இழககத் தயார் என அறிவித்தார்.  நம்பிகணக 
வாகசகடுபபில் வதாற்றுவிட்்டதாய் ்பாஜக எணணுகிறைது.  
இல்ணை பிற்்படுத்தப்பட்வ்டாருககு - நாட்டிற்கு - 
ெமூகநீதிககு எதிரி ்பாஜக என்்பணத நிரூபித்து நான் 
சவற்றி ச்பற்றிருககிவறைன். ஆட்சி இழபண்பப்பற்றி 
எனககு கவணையில்ணை. ெமூகநீதியின் எதிரிகணள 
அண்டயாளப ்படுத்திய சவற்றிவய ச்பருசவற்றி.  எனககு 
அதுவவ அளவிைா மகிழசசி என்று ஆட்சிணய இழந்து 
நா்டாளுமன்றைத்தில் அரிமா வ்பால் அட்்டகாெமாக 
வீரநண்ட வ்பாட்டு வந்தார் மாவீரன் வி.பி.சிங.
அடுத்த பிரதமராக மாணபுமிகு நரசிம்மராவ் வந்தார்.  
மண்டல் ்பரிந்துணர ெட்்டமாககப்பட்்டதற்கு தண்டயிட்்ட 
உசெநீதிமன்றைம் 16.11.1992-இல் மண்டல் ்பரிந்துணர 
அமுைாககியது செல்லும் என்று தீர்ப்பளித்தது.

முதல நியைனம்
மண்டல் ்பரிந்துணரப்படி 27% இ்ட ஒதுககீடு 
செல்லும் என்றை தீர்பண்ப சதா்டர்ந்து ஆந்திராணவச 
வெர்ந்த பிற்்படுத்தப்பட்்டவரான இராஜவெகர ஆொரி 
என்்பவருககு ஒன்றிய அரசில் ்பணி நியமன ஆணைணய 
யு.பி.எஸ்.சி. வதர்வு மூைம் வதர்ந்சதடுத்து, அன்ணறைய 
நரசிம்மராவ் அரசு ்பணி நியமன ஆணை பிறைபபித்தது. 
இதற்கிண்டயில், நம்பிகணக வாகசகடுபபில் ஆட்சிணய 
இழந்த வி.பி.சிங மண்டல் அறிகணக தண்டநீஙகி 
நிணறைவவறி முதல் பிற்்படுத்தப்பட்்டவர் ்பணியமர்ந்த 
பின்பு தான் நான் ச்டல்லிககு வருவவன்.  அதுவணர 
ச்டல்லி செல்ைமாட்வ்டன் என்று உத்தரப பிரவதெத்திற்கு 
திரும்பினார்.
உசெநீதிமன்றை தீர்பபிற்கு பின், மண்டல் ்பரிந்துணரப்படி 
முதல் நியமனம் ச்பற்றை இராஜவெகர ஆொரி அவர்கணள 
வநரில் சென்று ொல்ணவ அணிவித்து வாழத்தினார்.  
அதன்பின் தான் ச்டல்லிககு சவற்றி வீரராய்  வி.பி.சிங 
வருணக தந்தார்.

விடுதமே முழுமை ப்பற
நாடு விடுதணை கிண்டத்து 43 ஆணடுகள் ஆனபின்பு 
பிற்்படுத்தப்பட்வ்டாருககு 27% இ்டஒதுககீடு என்்பது 
நியாயமான தீர்பபு - விடுதணை அல்ை.  காரைம் 52% 
மககள் சதாணக சகாண்ட பிற்்படுத்தப்பட்வ்டாருககு 
(இன்று ஜாதிவாரி கைகசகடுபபு ந்டத்தினால் வமலும் 
கூடும்) 27% என்்பதும் ெரியல்ை.  50% வமல் 
இ்டஒதுககீடு செய்தி்ட ெட்்டத்திருத்தம் வவணடும்.  
1947 ஆகஸ்ட் மாதத்தின் ்பதிணனந்தாம் நாள் முதல் 
விடுதணை நாள்.
1990 ஆகஸ்ட் மாதத்தின் ஏழாம் நாள் தமிழநாட்டு 
மககளின் ெமூகநீதி வரைாற்றில் இரண்டாவது விடுதணை 
நாள்.  இரணடும் இன்னும் முழுணம ச்பறைவில்ணை.
1918 ஆகஸ்ட் 25ல் பிறைந்திட்்ட, பிற்்படுத்தப்பட்வ்டாரின் 
இ்டஒதுககீட்டுககு வித்திட்்ட மாச்பரும் தணைவர் 
பி.பி.மண்டல் அவர்களும், பிற்்படுத்தப்பட்வ்டாரின் 
ெமூகநீதிககு முன்னுணர எழுதிய ெமூகநீதியின் சின்னம் 
மாவீரர் வி.பி.சிங அவர்கணளயும் நன்றி உைர்வு 
ச்பாஙக வாழத்துவவாம்.

(கட்டுரையாளர் - மாநில கிைாமப் பிைச்ாை குழு 
அரமப்்ாளர், திைாவிடர் கழகம்)

implemented.  He said – “The BJP thinks we have been 
defeated in the ‘confidence motion’ but I have actually 
won by proving that the BJP is an arch enemy of the 
Backward classes, social justice and in fact the enemy of 
the entire country.”   He further said – “I am not upset by 
the fall of my rule.  I have made people identify clearly 
the enemies of social justice.  This victory is actually a 
great victory for me.  My joy knows no bounds when I 
think of my great victory.” Saying thus boldly, even after 
sacrificing his rule, the great warrior V.P.Singh came out 
of the Parliament, walking majestically like a brave lion.
P.V.Narasimha Rao arrived at the centre as the 
next Prime Minister.  The Supreme court that once 
stayed the implementation of Mandal Commission 
recommendations, pronounced a verdict on 16.11.1992, 
repealing the stay and declaring the implementation as 
valid and acceptable.

First appointment
Following the verdict of Supreme Court in upholding 
27% reservation for OBCs, the P.V.Narasimha Rao 
government issued orders of appointment to Rajasekara 
Achary the OBC candidate selected through UPSC. 
In the meantime V.P.Singh, who firmly said that he will 
enter Delhi if only a OBC candidate gets employment 
in Government services in accordance with his order 
based on Mandal Commission recommendation. “Until 
this happens, I shall not return to Delhi under any 
circumstance.”  Announcing thus stubbornly, V.P. Singh 
went back to his native Uttar Pradesh.
After the fair verdict of the Supreme Court, V.P. Singh 
met in person, Rajasekara Achary, who got placed in 
a Government job according to Mandal Commission 
recommendations.  He honoured Rajasekara Achary 
with a shawl and congratulated him.  Only after greeting 
him, V.P. Singh visited Delhi again as a victorious warrior.

To attain complete liberation
43 years after the Independene of the country, 27 per 
cent reservation has been granted to the Backward 
classes.  This is in no way Independence for them.  It 
is true, justice; a fair judgement in all respects.  The 
Backward class people are 52 per cent of our population.  
(It may be more if caste wise census is conducted).  
Hence, 27% reservation is also not enough for them.  
We need amendments in law to enhance the reservation 
above 50% for the Backward classes
The fifteenth Day of August in 1947 was the day of 
our first Independence.  The seventh day of August in 
1990 would be the Day of Second Independence for the 
backward classes of this country.  It can be said that both 
are still a partial freedom.  We still have to go a long way 
for complete freedom.
The seeds for the reservations for the Backward classes 
were sown at first only by the unparalleled leader B.P. 
Mandal.  For the Social Justice of the Backward classes, 
the foreword was written by the Social Justice Warrior 
V.P. Singh.  He must be called the icon of social justice.  
We shall be grateful for ever to both the Stalwarts.  Let 
them live long in our memory.

(The writer is the Organiser, State Village Propaganda 
Committee, Dravidar Kazhagam)

August 2024 7



G.H. Deshmukh &  
Raja Ram Mohun Roy  

Critical of ‘Sanskrit learning’

Gopal Hari Deshmukh was born in Pune in the 
year 1823.  He was a Chitbavan Brahmin. When 
he grew up, the “eternal topic of discussion 
among the upper classes was whether British 

rule would last forever or the Peshwa’s good times 
would return. …”.  Gopal Hari was a product of the new 
learning of the West. He was a bright student of the new 
Government school at Poona and acquired proficiency in 
the language and history. 
He studied law while serving in the office of the Agent 
to the Deccan Chiefs and Sardars and became a Munsif 
in 1852. From 1856 to 1861, he worked as Assistant 
Commissioner on the Inam Commission. 
Later on, he worked as judge in Ahmedabad and Nasik. 
He was invited to the Delhi Durbar in 1876, appointed as 
a Fellow of the University in 1878 and, in 1880, he was 
made a member of the Governor’s Council. In 1884, for 
about a year, he worked as Dewan of Ratlam State.

- Vaeyurutholibangan

He used to write articles from 1848.  “His object was to 
rouse his people from their slumber. He exhorted them 
to turn to the new learning and solve the country’s 
problems. His articles were provocative and were widely 
read. In 1877, he wrote a book entitled Jathibheda, 
condemning caste-based discrimination. In 1878, he 
published Gitatattva and Subhashita  to popularize the 
teachings of Gita. 
In 1880, he brought out two books, Swadhyaya and 
Ashvalayana Griha-Sutra to explain the religious rites 
of the Hindus in a critical way. He wrote under the pen-
name Lokahitawadi. 
He was of the view that our social decline was due to our 
neglect of the sciences and learning.
He blamed Sanskrit learning. "Sanskrit learning”, 
according to him, “is useless and confusing. It is 
involved in sophistry. It makes a man idle and 
devoted to fruitless pursuits. It does not contain 
knowledge essential for the modern age”. He asked 
his countrymen “to welcome the learning by means 
of which the English had triumphed over their Indian 
opponents”. (Page 272 – Vol. 3 – History of freedom 
movement in India – Tarachand – Publications Division).
Sanskrit is an artificially created language and was not 
a naturally evolved one. The uselessness of learning 
Sanskrit was elucidated very sincerely by Raja Ram 
Mohun Roy in his letter to Lord Armherst. “As a result of 
this letter, the government ultimately gave up its plan of 
founding Sanskrit schools and established the modern 
system of education in India” (Page 20 - Rammohun Roy 
and America - Adrienne Moore - 1942).
Ram Mohun Roy wrote, two hundred years ago in 1823 to 
Lord Armhest, against the establishment of new Sanskrit 
School in Kolkata expressing his disappointment that 
the British Government was proposing to teach Sanskrit 
instead of science. 
If it had been intended to keep the British nation in 
ignorance of real knowledge, the Baconian philosophy 
would not have been allowed to displace the system 
of the schoolmen, which was the best calculated to 
perpetuate ignorance. In the same manner the Sanskrit 
system of education would be the best calculated to keep 
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this country in darkness, if such had been the policy of 
the British Legislature. But as the improvement of the 
native population is the object of the Government, it will 
consequently promote a more liberal and enlightened 
system of instruction; embracing mathematics, natural 
philosophy, chemistry, anatomy, with other useful 
sciences, which may be accomplished with the sum 
proposed, by employing a few gentlemen of talents and 
learning, educated in Europe, and providing a College 

furnished with the necessary books, instruments, and 
other apparatus”.
Efforts were made by people led by Raja Ram Mohun 
Roy, who were called as Anglicists, for "establishing 
schools and colleges on the model of English public 
schools for the spread of western scientific and literary 
education" (Life and Letters of Raja Rammohun Roy - 
compiled by Sophia Dobsen Collet - Second Edition Hem 
Chandra Sarkar - 1914), in spite of the fact that Roy was 
an ardent admirer of Aryan culture. They were opposed 
and humiliated by Brahmin orthodoxy. But Ram Mohun 
Roy won the day. But for him, the introduction of English 
Education from 1835 "would have been indefinitely 
postponed" (ibid.) 
This orthodoxy criticised Roy even about his call for 
reforms within the Hinduism to revive the original Vedic 
non-idolatrous form of worship. When Madras Courier 
had, in December 1816 carried a  letter from B. Senkara 
Sastri, Head English Master in the College of Fort St. 
George, Chennai, controverting Rammohun's views as 
shown in his writings, and pleading "for the worship 
of the Divine attributes as virtual deities", "Rammohun 
reprinted this letter with a masterly reply entitled A 
Defence of Hindu Theism in which he not only defended 
his own position very clearly, but carried the war into the 
enemy camp by exposing the degrading character of the 
legends attached to so many of the Hindu incarnations, 
and pointing out how mischievous must be the effect 
of regarding such narratives as sacred records" (Page 
38 -Life and Letters of Raja Rammohun Roy - compiled 
by Sophia Dobsen Collet - Second Edition Hem Chandra 
Sarkar - 1914).
Let people of India not waste time studying Sanskrit!
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'COMMUNAL  
RESERVATION' DAY

- G.Karunanidhy

இந்த நாளில், 1950-ல், தந்ணத ச்பரியார், தமிழக மககணளத் 
திரட்டி,
"வகுபபுரிணம நாள்" என வ்பாராட்்டம் அறிவித்தார். 1928 முதல் 
தமிழகத்தில் திராவி்டர் இயககமாம் நீதிககட்சியின் ஆட்சியில் 
நண்டமுணறைப்படுத்தப்பட்்ட "வகுபபுவாரி உரிணம" இ்ட ஒதுககீடு, 
1950-ல், நீதிமன்றைத்தால், செல்ைாது என அறிவிககப்பட்்டது. 
சுதந்திர இந்தியாவில் நண்டமுணறைககு வந்த அரசியல் ெட்்டத்தில் 
உள்ள அடிப்பண்ட உரிணமகளுககு எதிராக "வகுபபுவாரி உரிணம 
ஆணை" இருப்பதாக உசெ நீதிமன்றைம் தீர்ப்பளித்தது.
கம்யூனல் ஜி.ஓ.:
இந்திய வரைாற்றில், தமிழகத்தில், நீதிககட்சி ஆட்சியில் தான், 
அணனத்து பிரிவு மககளுககும், ்பார்ப்பனர்களுககும் வெர்த்து, நூறு 
விழுககாடு இ்ட ஒதுககீடு 1928 முதல் நண்டமுணறைப்படுத்தப்பட்்டது. 
இந்திய அரசியல் அணமபபுச ெட்்டம் 1950-ல் நண்டமுணறைககு 
வந்ததும், அடிப்பண்ட உரிணமகணளச சுட்டிககாட்டி, வகுபபுவாரி 
உரிணமககு எதிராக சென்ணன உயர் நீதிமன்றைத்தில் ்பார்ப்பனர்கள் 
(செண்பகம் துணரராென், சீனிவாென்) வழககு சதா்டர்ந்தனர். உயர் 
நீதிமன்றைம், வகுபபுவாரி உரிணமஆணைணய ரத்து செய்தது. 
தமிழக அரசு உசெ நீதிமன்றைத்தில் வமல் முணறையீடு செய்தாலும், 
உசெநீதிமன்றைமும், இ்ட ஒதுககீட்ண்ட ரத்து செய்தது. மருத்துவ 
வெர்கணகககு செண்பகம் துணரராஜன் விணைபபிககவில்ணை 
என்்பது பின்னர்தான்  சதரியவந்தது.
சுதந்திர இந்தியாவில், ெமூக நீதிககு விழுந்த முதல் அடி இதுவவ. 
நீதிமன்ற தீர்ப்பு:
உசெநீதிமன்றைத்தின் தீர்பண்ப எதிர்த்து, தந்ணத ச்பரியார் கண்டனம் 
செய்தவதாடு நில்ைாமல், மககணளத் திரட்டினார். அணனத்து 
மககளும், 1950-ல் ஆகஸ்டு 14-ஆம் நாணள "வகுபபுரிணம 
நாளாக" அறிவித்து வ்பாரா்ட அணழத்தார். மாைவர்கள், 
ஆசிரியர்கள், அரசு அலுவைகர்கள், என அணனத்து மககளும், 
வ்பாராட்்டத்தில் ஈடு்பட்்டார்கள்.
அரசியல் ெட்்ட முதல் திருத்தத்திற்கு வழி வகுத்த வ்பாராட்்டம்:
வ்பாராட்்டத்தின் வலிணமணய உைர்ந்த ஒன்றிய அரசின் 
அன்ணறைய பிரதமர் ஜவகர்ைால் வநருவும், ெட்்ட அணமசெர் 
அணைல் அம்வ்பத்கரும், இந்த வ்பாராட்்டத்ணத முடிவுககுக 
சகாணடு வரவும், வகுபபுரிணமணய நிணை நாட்்டவும், அரெணமபபு 
ெட்்டத்தில் முதல் திருத்தம் சகாணடு வந்து, அரெணமபபு விதி 
15 (4) உருவாககப்பட்்டது. இந்த விதியில் தான், இன்றைளவும், 
பிற்்படுத்தப்பட்்ட, தாழத்தப்பட்்ட, சிறு்பான்ணமயினருககு, நாடு 
முழுவதும், கல்வியில் இ்ட ஒதுககீடு மத்திய மாநிை அரசுகளால் 
அளிககப்படுகிறைது.
1950-ல் அரசியல் அணமபபுச ெட்்டம் வந்தவ்பாது, வவணை 
வாய்பபில் இ்டஒதுககீடு அளிககும் பிரிவான 16(4) மட்டும்தான் 
இருந்தது. கல்வியில் இ்ட ஒதுககீடு அளிககும் பிரிவு இல்ணை.
இந்தியா முழுணமககும் கல்வியில் இ்ட ஒதுககீடு:
ெமூகபபுரட்சியாளர் தந்ணத ச்பரியாரின் வகுபபுரிணமககான 
வ்பாராட்்டத்தின் காரைமாகத்தான், கல்வியில் இ்ட ஒதுககீடு 
அளிககும் பிரிவு வெர்த்தி்ட வாய்பபு கிட்டியது. இது தமிழகம் 
மட்டுமல்ைாமல், இந்தியா முழுணமககும் உள்ள பிற்்படுத்தப்பட்்ட, 
தாழத்தப்பட்்ட, ்பழஙகுடி மற்றும் சிறு்பான்ணம மககளுககும் 
கல்வியில் இ்ட ஒதுககீடு கிண்டத்திட்்டது. வ்பரறிஞர் அணைா, 
ச்பருந்தணைவர் காமராெர் ஆகிவயார், ெமூக நீதிககு ஆதரவாக 
்பஙகாற்றினர்.
தற்வ்பாது ெமூக நீதிககு ஏற்்பட்டிருககும் ெவாணைச ெந்திககும் 
நிணையில், ஆகஸ்டு 14, 1950-ல் ச்பரியார் ந்டத்திய வகுபபுரிணம 
நாள் வ்பாராட்்டத்ணதயும், அதன் விணளவாக, இன்றைளவும், 
கல்வியில் இ்ட ஒதுககீடு ச்பறும் இணளய ெமுதாயம், இந்த 
வரைாற்ணறையும், இதற்குக காரைமான தந்ணத ச்பரியாணரயும் 
என்றும் நன்றியு்டன் நிணனவு கூர வவணடும். n

It was on this day, 14th August in 1950, Periyar launched 
agitation and gave the clarion call to the people of 
Tamil Nadu to express protest by declaring “Communal 
Reservation Day”. The protest was against the judgment 
given by Supreme Court of India that stayed the Communal 
Reservation Policy implemented in Madras Presidency 
right from 1928.
Communal G.O.:
Tamil Nadu was the only state, under the Dravidian rule, that 
gave 100 per cent reservation to all communities including 
brahmins since 1928. When the Indian Constitution 
was introduced in 1950, citing fundamental rights, two 
brahmins, (Shenbagam Dorairajan, Srinivasan) filed writ 
petitions in Madras High Court challenging the reservation 
policy pursued in Tamil Nadu. High Court of Madras 
invalidated the reservation policy. State Government 
appealed to the Supreme Court. But the Supreme Court 
confirmed the invalidation of the reservation policy. It was 
later found that Shenbagam Dorairajan did not even apply 
for medical admission. 
This was the first blow to social justice in independent 
India.
Judgement of the Courts:
Social Revolutionary Periyar started agitation against the 
judgment of Supreme Court and mobilized the people for 
the agitation. Except Brahmins, all non-brahmins joined the 
struggle. Periyar announced that on 14th August (1950), 
there will be total agitation in Tamil Nadu in all sectors and 
all sections of people including students, teachers, doctors, 
govt. servants joined the struggle.
Agitation that led to Constitutional amendment:
The Central government was forced to react on this agitation 
and the then Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru and Law 
Minister Dr. Ambedkar brought about the first amendment 
of the Indian Constitution by inserting Clause 4 in Article 
15 that enabled the Governments to provide reservation in 
education for BC, SC and Minorities. 
It must be noted that the Indian Constitution as introduced 
in 1950, did not have provision for reservation in education. 
There was only Article 16(4) providing reservation in jobs.
Reservation in Education thorough out the country:
It was Periyar’s struggle that paved the path for reservation 
in education not only for the people of Tamil Nadu but for 
the entire BC, SC, ST and Minorities throughout the country. 
Arignar Anna (C.N.Annadurai) and Perum Thalaivar (Great 
leader) Kamarajar contributed in their own way for the 
cause of social justice.
At this hour of challenge to social justice by the vested 
interests and status quoists, let the youth of this country 
remember always with gratitude the great leader and 
revolutionary Periyar E.V.Ramasamy! n

- லகா.கருைாநிதி
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The case for a caste Census
The Census Act, 1948 should be amended to make enumeration by caste 

mandatory, instead of leaving it to the whims of the Union executive.  
Such data can be collected as part of the regular Census,  
with a few pertinent queries added to the questionnaire

JD(U) workers and supporters celebrate after the declaration of Bihar’s caste-based census report,  
in Patna, on October 4, 2023. | Photo Credit: PTI

Peter Drucker famously said, “Only what gets 
measured gets managed.” The problems of social 
groups that have been historically discriminated 
against (be it by caste, race, religion, gender, 

disability etc.) cannot be resolved without collecting 
data group-identity wise. Doing so is not a capitulation 
to identity politics but a vital step towards informed 
policy making and inclusive development.
For instance, Germany’s census does not enumerate 
people by race. This has worked to the disadvantage of its 
Black people who started a private, country-wide, online 
survey called Afrozensus in 2020. Its results showed 
that anti-Black racism is widespread and institutionally 
entrenched in Germany.

- Dr. K. ASHOK VARDHAN SHETTY

Applying Cicero’s test of cui bono (who benefits?), it 
can be said that the demand for enumeration generally 
emanates from the victims of discrimination and is 
resisted by vested interests.

Why a caste Census?
A caste Census is crucial for four reasons — one, it is a 
social imperative. Caste continues to be a foundational 
social construct in India. Only about 5% of Indian 
marriages were inter-caste as of 2011-12. The use of 
caste surnames and caste marks is still widespread. 
Residential segregation by caste persists. Choices of 
candidates for elections and ministers for Cabinets 
continue to be dictated by caste considerations.
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Two, it is a legal imperative. Constitutionally-mandated 
policies of social justice which include reservations 
in electoral constituencies, education and public 
employment cannot be pursued effectively without 
detailed caste-wise data. Even though the Constitution 
uses the word class instead of caste, various rulings 
of the Supreme Court have held caste as a ‘relevant 
criterion’, ‘sole criterion’ or ‘dominant criterion’ for 
defining a backward class, and have demanded detailed 
caste-wise data for upholding reservation policies.
Three, it is an administrative imperative. Detailed 
caste-wise data is necessary to avoid/correct wrongful 
inclusions of undeserving castes and exclusions of 
deserving castes, and to guard against a few dominant 
castes in a reserved category crowding out others. 
It is also needed for sub-categorising castes within a 
reserved category and to determine the income/wealth 
criterion for the creamy layer.
Four, it is a moral imperative. The absence of detailed 
caste-wise data has helped a coterie of elites, among 
upper castes and dominant Other Backward Classes 
(OBCs), to corner a disproportionate share of the 
nation’s assets, incomes, and positions of power.
Censuses in British India between 1881 and 1931 
enumerated all castes. In the first Census conducted after 
Independence in 1951, the Government of India (GOI) 
ordered that caste should not be enumerated. However, 
an exception was made for Scheduled Castes (SCs) and 
Scheduled Tribes (STs) which have been enumerated in 
every Census since 1951. In 1961, the GOI advised States 
to conduct their own surveys and draw up State-specific 
OBC lists if they so desired. There was no reservation for 
OBCs in the Centre and its undertakings then.
The arguments against caste Census
There are multiple views against the caste Census. These 
include:-
First, that it is socially divisive. India’s social divisions 
predate Census efforts by nearly 3,000 years. The Census 
counts of the SCs and STs since 1951 have not led to any 
conflicts among these castes or tribes. Further, India’s 
Census enumerates religion, language, and region which 
are as divisive as caste, if not more. Casteism will not 
wither away by not counting caste in the Census, any 
more than communalism, and regionalism will disappear 
by not enumerating religion, language and region.
Second, that it is an administrative nightmare. Unlike 
race which is a fuzzy concept, but is still enumerated 
in many countries such as the U.S., there is little or no 
ambiguity about anyone’s caste. The GOI has been able 
to smoothly enumerate 1,234 castes in the SC category 
and 698 tribes in the ST category. Therefore, it is difficult 
to understand why the enumeration of the 4,000-odd 
other castes, most of which are State-specific, should 
pose an intractable problem.

Third, that it would fuel demands for increased 
reservations. On the contrary, the availability of 
caste-wise Census data would help curb arbitrary 
demands from caste groups and capricious decision-
making by governments. Policy makers would be able 
to objectively debate and address the claims of, say, 
the Marathas, Patidars, Jats, or any other groups for 
reservations. But governments prefer fuzzy data because 
it gives them the latitude to implement reservations 
arbitrarily for electoral considerations.

The case for OBC inclusion in Census
Like the SCs and STs, the Constitution permits reservation 
for the OBCs in education (Article 15(4)) and public 
employment (Article 16(4)). After the implementation 
of the Mandal Commission recommendations, the OBCs 
enjoy reservations in the Central government and its 
undertakings as well. In the Indra Sawhney case (1992), 
the Supreme Court ruled that the OBC list, based on the 
1931 Census, should be revised periodically.
The OBCs do not have reservation in electoral 
constituencies for MPs and MLAs like the SCs and the 
STs. But after the 73rd and 74th amendments (1993), 
the Constitution provides for reservations in electoral 
constituencies in panchayats and municipalities not 
only for SCs and STs but also for OBCs (Articles 243D(6) 
and 243T(6)). For this, caste-wise, area-wise Census 
data of the OBCs is essential. Therefore, the GOI should 
have enumerated the OBCs at least in the 2001 Census. 
But it did not.
Whenever States like Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, 
Gujarat, Maharashtra, Karnataka, Odisha and Jharkhand 
tried to implement reservations for the OBCs in elections 
to local bodies, the High Courts and the Supreme Court 
stayed the same, on the ground that there was no 
caste-wise data of OBCs. While one arm of the State 
— the judiciary —demands caste-wise data to uphold 
reservations, another — the executive — has avoided 
enumerating the very same data.
However, the 10% reservation for economically weaker 
sections (EWS) among those other than the OBCs, SCs 
and STs (effectively, the upper castes) was upheld by 
the Supreme Court in 2022 despite the absence of 
any supporting empirical data. In view of the EWS 
reservation, the Census should now enumerate all castes 
including the upper castes as it did till 1931.
While Census is a Union subject, the Collection of 
Statistics Act, 2008 empowers States and even local 
bodies to gather the necessary statistics. So, individual 
States can always do Caste surveys like Karnataka 
(2015) and Bihar (2023) did. But Census data carries 
more authority and is less contested. The government’s 
reluctance to enumerate caste as part of the Census is 
legally indefensible and administratively unwise.

""

""

"the availability of caste-wise Census data would help curb 
arbitrary demands from caste groups

and capricious decision-making by governments"
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How an attempt at caste Census failed
After considerable lobbying by OBC leaders, in 2010, 
the Parliament passed a unanimous resolution (with 
both Congress and BJP on board) calling for caste to be 
enumerated as part of the 2011 Census. As per the 1931 
Census when caste was last enumerated, there were 
4,147 castes in India apart from the depressed classes/
untouchables (as they were called then). Unfortunately, 
the Socio Economic and Caste Census (SECC)-2011 was 
poorly designed and executed, throwing up a ludicrous 
figure of 46 lakh castes and the results were never 
released.
The SECC-2011’s failure was because of the fact that it 
was not conducted under the Census Act, 1948 as the 
Act was not amended to include caste as a parameter. 
It was conducted through the Union Ministries of Rural 
Development and Urban Development which did not 
have prior experience of conducting sociological/
anthropological surveys. Additionally, the questionnaire 
was poorly designed and asked open-ended questions 
about caste. The enumerators couldn’t distinguish 
between genuine castes, alternative caste names, larger 
caste groups, sub-castes, surnames, clan names, gotras, 
etc. In contrast, the Bihar government’s Caste Survey in 
2023, provided enumerators the list of 214 caste names 
specific to Bihar, with the 215th category labelled “Other 
Castes” and came up with better results.
Despite the unanimous Parliamentary resolution of 
2010, the Central government announced in 2021 that 
it would not enumerate caste as part of the next Census. 
It reiterated this stand before the Supreme Court in 
a case filed by the Maharashtra government seeking a 
direction to the Centre to enumerate OBCs in the 2021 
Census. The Supreme Court judgment dismissing the 

Maharashtra government’s plea in December 2021 is 
questionable, considering its own past rulings. Being 
a legal imperative, this is not ‘a policy matter in which 
Courts should not interfere’ as claimed by the Centre in 
that case.

What is the way forward?
Learning from the SECC-2011 failures, the Census Act, 
1948 should be amended to make enumeration by 
caste mandatory instead of leaving it to the whims of 
the Union executive. Caste should be enumerated as 
part of the regular Census by the Census Commissioner 
only, with a few pertinent questions added to the 
questionnaire. Additionally, the government should 
enlist sociological/anthropological experts to 
draw up a draft list of castes specific to each State, 
publish the draft list online, inviting suggestions 
and comments from the public before finalising 
it, and give only that list to the enumerators. The 
questionnaire should be so designed as to ask the names 
of the sub-caste, caste, larger caste group, and the caste 
surname of the respondent. Internet-enabled hand-held 
devices preloaded with these details and limiting the 
enumerator’s role to one of choosing the correct option 
will make the task easy and foolproof.
Interested States must move the apex Court to review 
its 2021 judgment. It is farcical to implement OBC 
reservation based on 1931 Census data and EWS 
reservation with no empirical data. The next Census 
must enumerate caste.
The writer is former IAS officer of Tamil Nadu 
cadre and former Vice Chancellor, Indian Maritime 
University, Chennai.

(Source: The Hindu 11.7.2024) 

(Times of India Editorial 25.7.2024)

August 2024 13



Why NEET does not work
for a country as diverse as India

The goal of examination reform should be to ensure that people from 
disadvantaged sections are adequately represented in the medical field and they 

can contribute to making healthcare accessible to their communities

Students' Federation of India (SFI) activists shout sogans during a protest over the alleged irregularities in NEET-
UG exams 2024. (PTI Photo)

Since its inception about a decade ago, the National 
Eligibility cum Entrance Test (NEET) has been a 
politically contentious issue in Tamil Nadu. The 
recent turn of events has made it a national issue. 

NEET was originally conceptualised to ensure merit-
based selection to medical schools and standardise the 
medical entrance process. It was seen as a solution to the 
problem of high capitation fees being charged by private 
medical institutions. Has the examination achieved its 
intended goal? Has NEET curbed the commercialisation 
of medical education?

- Dr. Sakthirajan Ramanathan & Dr. Sundaresan Chellamuthu

This year, more than 24 lakh candidates sat for the 
NEET after paying application fees ranging between Rs 
1,000 to Rs 1,700. The application charges alone give 
a revenue of about Rs 337 crore to the testing agency. 
Moreover an individual candidate spends a few lakhs at 
coaching centres to prepare for the test.
The initial eligibility for qualification, 50 percentile, 
was diluted to 30 percentile in 2020 and further to zero 
percentile in 2023. The reason cited was that several 
seats are vacant in private medical colleges. However, 
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after the 60,000 seats in government medical colleges 
are filled up, people’s paying capacity plays a big role in 
filling up the remaining 50,000 seats in private colleges. 
This makes the MBBS dream virtually unattainable 
for students of the economically weak strata, despite 
scoring high marks in NEET. Nearly half of the MBBS 
seats become a virtual preserve of the wealthy, making a 
mockery of the objective of rewarding merit.
NEET is one of the several alterations in the country’s 
medical education ecosystem in the past decade. The 
other changes include the dissolution of the Medical 
Council of India, after the agency faced corruption 
charges, a reduction in the faculty student ratio from 
1:1 to 1:3 and public private partnership model (PPP) 
for developing medical colleges in each district with the 
entire district hospital been handed over to a private 
player. The medical sector has also seen reforms, 
including the Ayushman Bharat insurance scheme 
that allows people below the poverty line to access 
tertiary care and renaming the primary health centres 
as Ayushman Arogya Mandir with private partnership. 
Medical education, and healthcare in general, which was 
a service sector in the hands of the government, has 
gradually changed to a commodity with the increased 
participation of private players. 
How does NEET compare with exams like the UCAT in the 
UK and MCAT in the US? These tests allow only students 
with excellent grades in higher secondary education 
to take the exams. In contrast, a NEET applicant only 
requires to pass the higher secondary school.
This low entry requirement can undermine the 
importance of excelling in high school. This, in turn, 
lowers the standard of school education. The state 
government and their education ministries do not have 
any say in the selection process of future doctors in 
their states. Finally, incidents such as paper leaks and 
allocation of grace marks, without formal approval of a 
competent committee, have eroded trust in NEET and 
the National Testing Agency (NTA).
Tamil Nadu has conducted several experiments in 
the entrance system to professional courses, starting 
from an interview system in the 1970s to the entrance 
examinations in 1983 along with 2/3rd weightage to 
marks in concerned subjects in the higher secondary 
education exam.
Following recommendations from the Anandakrishnan 
Committee, the state abolished entrance exams and 
conducted admissions to medical and engineering 
colleges solely on the basis of higher secondary 
marks. This method is still followed in admissions 
to engineering institutes in the state. Even after the 
introduction of NEET, the government ensured social 
equality and inclusivity, to an extent, by providing 
reservation to government school students as per the 
recommendations of P Kalaiyarasan and AK Rajan 
committees.

Tamil Nadu’s experiences over five decades demonstrate 
that factors such as infrastructure, faculty numbers and 
the extent of patient care services determine the quality 
of young doctors. These factors play a far more decisive 
role compared to entrance examinations. The exam-
based selection criteria is merely a gate-pass. Moreover, 
as American educationists William Sedlacek and Sue H 
Kim note, “If different people have different cultural and 
racial experiences and present their abilities differently, 
it is unlikely that a single measure could be developed 
that would work equally well for all”. Testing the faculties 
of students who come from different backgrounds in 
a country with myriad diversities is not a justifiable 
method.
NEET needs to be reevaluated. Public health is a state 
subject and education is part of the concurrent list. All 
states need to be taken into confidence, before framing 
the admissions processes, especially in institutions 
controlled by the state government. The debate on NEET 
touches on broader issues such as educational equity 
and federalism. The debate on the examination is not 
just an academic issue but a deeply political one.
If NEET is riddled with problems, what are the 
alternatives? Instead of a single cross-sectional 
assessment, a summative assessment over two to three 
years of performance in school education along with 
a general aptitude test might improve the selection 
process. This along with existing caste-based reservation 
and quotas for government school students will make the 
entrance process more inclusive. Keeping the number 
of repeaters to a fixed percentage and allocating 15 per 
cent seats for candidates from the rest of the country 
would be a fair system in a state. Allocation of a small 
percentage of seats to allied health sciences candidates 
— nursing, for instance — will create a lateral entry 
system, similar to engineering and polytechnic courses. 
Objective type questions can be added in the high school 
board examinations, the scores of which can be used 
to decide the best candidate in case of a tie between 
candidates.
The primary objective of refining the medical entrance 
process is to ensure that students with high average 
marks gain admission not only to government-run 
medical colleges but also that the admission criteria of 
private institutions are safeguarded to admit only those 
with significantly higher scores, while simultaneously 
providing adequate support to students from 
marginalised communities. The goal should be to ensure 
that people from disadvantaged sections are adequately 
represented in the medical field and they can contribute 
to making healthcare accessible to their communities.
Dr. Sakthirajan Ramanathan is Assistant Professor of 
Nephrology, Madras Medical College and Dr.Sundaresan 
Chellamuthu is Associate Professor of Radiation Oncology, 
Madras Medical College and State President, Government 
All Doctors Association (GADA)

(Courtesy: Indian Express 9.7.2024)
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On 18th January1953 Thanthai Periyar delivered a speech at 
a public meeting in Bangalore. The Central idea of his address 
was the advantages of reasoning and rational perspective in 
life. Excerpts from his speech:

Dear Comrades, 

lend me your ears when I speak but do not accept blindly the 
entire content of my speech.  Whatever may be the stature of a 
person and the topic of his speech, we must at all times use our 
own intellect to judge the veracity of his views.

Ability to Reason
The renowned sage Thiruvalluvar was quite right when 
he stressed this through one of his couplets in his work 
‘Thirukkural’.  According to that much celebrated couplet, it is a 
major flaw to take everyone’s views and thoughts for granted.  
Using our power of reasoning we should thoroughly examine 
them and decide whether to accept it or reject.  It is man’s 
ability to reason which makes him different from the animals.

Marvelous Progress
We have all been undergoing changes in life by the power of 
our thinking.  Our progress and growth were ignited by our 
reasoning skill.  Mankind today is not what it was about 2000 
years ago.  There has been huge transformation in every sphere 
of man’s life.  With the passing of time man has mellowed.  The 
changes in his life are unstoppable.  Man continues to multiply 
all his comforts and make his life prosperous.

Bullock carts were once man’s mode of transport ages ago!  
Today he uses cars, trains and aircrafts for his convenience 
and conveyance.  Various kinds of lamps were used for 
light and oil was the source of illumination.  Today he uses 
electricity, consuming extremely high voltage. Behind all these 
advancements rests man’s mind-power and his ability to think 
sensibly.

तंतई पेरियाि ने 18 जनविी, 1953 को बेंगलूि में एक साव्वजननक सभा 
को संबोधित ककया था। उनके इस संबोिन का केन्द्ीय भाव था जीवन 
में तक्व शीलता औि वववेकशीलता के दृष्टिकोण के लाभ को समझना। 
उनके उस संबोिन का साि-संक्ेप इस प्रकाि से है:-
वप्रय साधथयों, 
जब मैं बोलूं तो धयान से सुनें पिन्तु मेिे भाषण की ववषयवसतु को 
आखँ बंद कि के पूिा-पूिा सवीकाि न कि लें। ककसी वयष्त का कद 
ककतना ही बडा औि उसके भाषण का ववषय ककतना ही प्रमुख ्योँ न 
हो, उसके ववचाि की सतयता को समझने के ललए हमें हमेशा अपनी 
बुवधि का ही प्रयोग किना चाहहए। 
तर्क  री क्षमता 
जाने माने संत नतरुवललुवि बबलकुल सही तिीके से अपने “नतरु्कुिल” 
के पदों के माधयम से जोि देकि इसे बताया था। उन प्रलसधि पदों के 
अनुसाि हि ककसी के ववचािो औि दृष्टिकोणों को हलके में लेना एक बडी 
कमी है। अपनी तक्व बुवधि का प्रयोग कित ेहुए हमें भली भांनत उसका 
पिीक्ण किना है औि सवयं तय किना है कक उसे सवीकाि ककया जाए 
या िद्द कि हदया जाए। मनु्य की तक्व बुवधि की क्मता ही उसे पशुओ ं
से अलग किती है। 
अद्भुत प्रगतत 
ववचाि किने की शष्त के दवािा हम जीवन में परिवत्वन से गुजित े
िहत ेहैं। तक्व शीलता के कौशल के दवािा ही हमािी प्रगनत औि ववृधि होती 
िही है। आज का मानव वसैा नहीं है जसैा वह 2000 साल पहले था। 
मनु्य के जीवन के हि एक क्ेत्र में बड-ेबड ेपरिवत्वन होत ेआ िहे हैं। 
गुजित ेव्त के साथ मनु्य परिप्व होता गया है। उसके जीवन में 
परिवत्वन रुकने वाला नहीं है। मनु्य की सुख-सुवविाओं में गुणातमक 
ववृधि हो िही है औि अपने जीवन को वह प्रगनतशील बनाता जा िहा है। 
काफी समय पहले बलैगाडी मनु्य के परिवहन का सािन हुआ किता 
था। आज वह मोटििगाडी, िेलगाडी औि हवाई जहाज का प्रयोग अपने 
आने जाने के ललए कि िहा है। प्रकाश के ललए पहले अनेक प्रकाि के 
दीपक का प्रयोग होता था षजसे जलाने के ललए तले ही सािन था। आज 
वह ववजली का इसतमेाल किता है औि बहुत ही शष्तशाली ववदयुत 
का उपभोग कि िहा है। इन सब उन्ननत के पीछे मनु्य का हदमागी 
ताकत औि संवेदनापूव्वक सोचने की योगयता है। 

THOUGHTS OF PERIYAR:

Reasoning 
and its 

Rewards

पेरियाि के ववचाि: 
तर्क बभुद्धि और इसरा प्रततफल 
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Exceptional Quality
An uninterrupted application of intellect has led to amazing 
inventions and rapid progress in life.  The power of knowledge 
has showered on man comforts in abundance.  Birds, beasts 
and all other living beings still exist as they existed 2000 
years ago.  We do not find any change in them.  Even today the 
animals appear unclad as they were long ago.  Do we find them 
clad in apparels?  Therefore, I reiterate that the exceptional 
quality of man is his power of reasoning.

The benefits derived depend on the way one’s reasoning 
power is used.  Blind acceptance of the views of others is a folly.  
Meticulously dissecting and ascertaining the validity of every 
statement is essential for our advancement and growth.

Inventions Compared
The thoughts and writings of sages, saints and scholars are 
not at all sacrosanct, to accept without questioning.  Willing 
suspension of disbelief would only lead us to erroneous 
conclusions.  Great inventors abroad were able to contribute 
astonishing inventions only by freely applying their knowledge.  
Automobiles, aircrafts, trains, radio and amplifiers are all their 
inventions.  Every scientific marvel which has made our life 
easy is the outcome of a foreigner’s effort.

It is a pity that we have invented imaginary worlds, nether 
world, underworld, heaven, hell etc; we have been finding 
out the number of wives and concubines the so-called 
gods possessed.  Our minds have always been operating on 
the lowest level of our intellect.  Our knowledge remains 
unutilised.  The elders of the ancient era are unquestionable 
authorities for us.

Taken For a Ride
It is because of this flaw in us that we were ‘Sudras’ 2000 years 
ago and we are still ‘Sudras’ after 2000 long years.  We were 
low-caste entities then and we are the same even now. We 
worked hard and fed brahmins bellyful 2000 years ago.  Till 
this date brahmins have been exploiting us.  Today they survive 
by the sweat on our brow.  We are the horses and they are the 
riders in mirth.

Abuse of Knowledge
By the abuse of our knowledge we exist on the lowest strata of 
life enduring inexplicable hardship.  Hence I urge upon you all 
to use your reasoning power before accepting any thought of 
any person, whether it is about religion, god or any statement 
of the elders. Reject outright that which seems unacceptable to 
your sense. Never have a fear that you would be roasted alive 
in hell if you do not believe in them.  Disillusionment is all that 
you badly need.

Binding Shackles
The Dravidians of this country, the miserable aborigines, 
have long been condemned to toil and feed brahmins.  We are 
bound by shackles of religion and antique codes of conduct, 
prescribed by malicious people.  It is high time we woke up and 
annihilated god, religion and ancient codes of conduct.

Time to Delink
We must recall and realise how we were all enslaved by 
brahmins and how they took advantage of religion, god and 
senseless scriptures to exploit us.  The filth around Hindu 
gods and goddesses, their unabashed activities and nauseating 
conduct must be clearly understood by us for perfect awareness 
atleast now.  We should abolish them all to delink ourselves 
from societal slavery.  Let us use our power of reasoning and 
achieve this objective.  This is my message today for all of you.

Translated by Prof. M.R. Manohar

असाधारण गभुणवतता 
अबाि गनत से बुवधि के प्रयोग ने आशचय्वजनक आवव्काि को आगे 
बढाया औि जीवन में तीव्र गनत से ववकास हुआ। ज्ान की शष्त ने 
मानव के ललए सुख-सुवविाओं का अमबाि लगा हदया। पक्ी, पशु औि 
दसूिे जीव-जंतु अभी भी वसेै ही जी िहे हैं जसेै वे 2000 साल पहले 
जी िहे थे। हम उनमें कोई बदलाव नहीं देखत।े अभी भी वे नंगे दीखत े
हैं जैसे वे बहुत पहले थे। ्या हम उन्हें वसत्र पहने हुए देखत ेहैं? 
इसललए मैं बाि-बाि कहता हँू कक सोचने समझने की शष्त मनु्य का 
असािािण गुण है। 
तक्व  शष्त के प्रयोग के तिीके पि इससे होने वाले लाभ ननभ्वि कित े
हैं। दसूिे के ववचािों की अिं सवीकृनत मूख्वता है। हि एक कथन का 
बािीकी से ववशलेषण औि उसकी सतयता की पुष्टि किना हमािे ववकास 
औि प्रगनत के ललए आवशयक है। 

आद्वषरारों री तभुलना 
सािुओ,ं संतों औि ववदवानों के ववचाि तथा लेखन कोई अटिल चीज 
नहीं हैं षजन्हें ववना सवालों के सवीकाि कि ललया जाए। अववशवास 
को इचछाशष्त से ननलंबबत किना हमें केवल गलत नन्कषषों पि ले 
जाएगा। ववदेशों के महान आवव्कािक अपने ज्ान को सवतंत्र रूप 
से लागू किके ही आशचय्वजनक आवव्काि कि पाए। ऑटिोमोबाइल, 
ववमान, टे्न, िेडियो औि एमपलीफायि सभी उनके आवव्काि हैं। हि 
वजै्ाननक चमतकाि षजसने हमािे जीवन को आसान बना हदया है, एक 
ववदेशी के प्रयास का परिणाम है। 
यह अफसोस की बात है कक हमने कालपननक दनुनया, अिोलोक, 
पिलोक, सवग्व, नक्व  आहद का आवव्काि ककया है। हम यह पता 
लगाने में लगे िहे हैं कक तथाकधथत देवताओ ंकी ककतनी पषतनयाँ औि 
उपपषतनयाँ थीं। हमािा मन हमेशा हमािी बुवधि के ननमनतम सति पि 
ही काम किता िहा है। हमािा ज्ान अनुपयोगी बना िहता है। प्राचीन 
युग के बुजुग्व हमािे ललए ननवव्ववाद ववशषेज् बने िहत ेहैं। 

धोखेबाजी 
हम अपने अदंि की त्रहुटि की वजह से 2000 साल पहले शूद् थे औि 
2000 साल की लंबी अवधि के बाद भी आज हम शूद् हैं। तब भी 
हमािी पहचान ननमन जानत की थी औि हम आज भी वही हैं। हमने 
कहिन परिश्रम ककया है औि 2000 साल से ब्ाहमणों का भिण-पोषण 
कित ेआ िहे हैं। आज की तािीख तक ब्ाहमण हमािा शोषण कि िहे 
हैं। आज भी वे हमािे पसीने की कमाई पि जीत ेहैं। हम घोड ेहैं औि 
वे खुशी से हम पि सवाि हैं।

ज्ान रा दभुरुपयोग 
अपने ज्ान के दरुुपयोग के कािण हम जीवन के ननमनतम सति पि 
िहत ेिहे हैं औि अकथनीय क्टि सह िहे हैं। इसललए मैं आप सबसे 
आग्रह किता हँू कक ककसी भी वयष्त के ववचाि को सवीकाि किने से 
पहले अपनी तक्व  शष्त का उपयोग किें, चाहे वह ववचाि िम्व, भगवान 
या बडों के ककसी कथन के वािे में ही ्यों न हो। जो आपके समझ में 
असवीकाय्व लगता है उसे तुिंत असवीकाि कि दें। इस बात का कभी िि 
न िखें कक यहद उन पि ववशवास नहीं कित ेहैं तो आपको षजन्दा नक्व  
में जला हदया जाएगा। आपको बस मोह छोडने की सख़त जरूित है। 

बंधनरारी बेड़ियाँ 
इस देश के द्ववड, दखुी आहदवासी लंबे समय से श्रम किने औि 
ब्ाहमणों के भिण-पोषण के ललए अलभशपत हैं। हम िम्व औि प्राचीन 
आचाि संहहताओं की बेडडयों से बंिे हुए हैं षजन्हें दभुा्ववना पूण्व लोगोंने 
ननिा्वरित ककया है। यह उपयु्त समय है कक हम जागें तथा भगवान, 
िम्व औि प्राचीन आचाि संहहताओं का ववनाश कि दें। 

अलग होने रा समय आ गया है 
हमें याद किना औि समझना चाहहए कक कैसे हम सब ब्ाहमणों दवािा 
गुलाम बनाए गए थे औि कैसे उन्होंने िम्व, भगवान औि बेतुके ग्रंथों 
का लाभ उिा कि हमािा शोषण ककया। हहन्द ू देवी-देवताओ ंके चािों 
ओि की गंदगी, उनके बेहहचक कायषों औि घणृणत आचिण को हमें अब 
पूिी तिह से समझना चाहहए ताकक हमें सही जानकािी लमल सके। हमें 
अपने सामाषजक दासता से मु्त होने के ललए उन सबका उन्मूलन कि 
देना चाहहए। आइए हम अपनी तक्व  शष्त का उपयोग किें औि इस 
लक्य को प्रापत कि लें। आप सब के ललए यह आज का मेिा संदेश है। 

अगें्जी अनभुवाद- प्रो. एम.आर. मनोहर 
हहनदी अनभुवाद- रवीनद्र राम 
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Contribute to OBC VOICE:
Annual Donation: Rs.300 

(from April 2024 onwards)
Donors will receive OBC VOICE for  

12 months through book post.  
Address with Pin Code and contact number is required.

Amount can be remitted thro’  
GPaY or NEFT:

SB ACCOUNT NO: 332602010438472  
fvg: EMPOWER, Trust for Social Justice with  

Union Bank of India IFSC: UBIN0533262

GPay (Mobile Number 76958-23527)

August 202418

OBC VOICE . VOL: 2 No: 4 - August 2024 . Printed and Published by G.Karunanidhy on behalf of Empower Trust for Social Justice and Printed at Krishnaraj Printers,  
36, Devarajan Street, Royapettsah, Chennai 600014 and published from 10/1040, Jeevan Bhima Nagar, Anna Nagar West Extension, Chennai 600101. M 9381007998 

Editor: G.Karunanidhy

NEWS IN BRIEF:
Bengal Assembly passes resolution on scrapping 
of NEET
A motion moved by the ruling Trinamool Congress in 
West Bengal Assembly demanding scrapping of the 
National Eligibility cum Entrance Test (NEET) and 
restoration of the previous system of individual state 
governments conducting such examinations, was passed 
in the House on 24th July 2024

* * *
Karnataka cabinet gives nod to resolutions 
against NEET exam, 'One Nation, One Election', 
delimitation
The resolutions are expected to be presented during the 
ongoing legislature session.
Amid the ongoing controversy surrounding NEET, 
deputy chief minister DK Shivakumar recently called 
on the Centre to abolish the National Eligibility-cum-
Entrance Test, proposing that states be allowed to 
conduct their own entrance exams.

* * *
Justice Murugesan Committee recommends 
against conduct of entrance exams, banning 
coaching classes.
The Justice D. Murugesan Committee constituted 
to draft a distinct State Education Policy has, in its 

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K.Stalin launches expansion of  
breakfast scheme to govt aided schools

The Chief Minister’s Breakfast Scheme, which provides nutritious breakfast to students of 1-5 in 
government schools was extended to government aided schools from 15th July 2024.

report to the Tamil Nadu government, recommended 
against conducting entrance examination of any 
kind for admission to all higher education courses, 
according to informed sources.The Committee, also 
suggests regulation of deemed-to-be universities, 
autonomous colleges, foreign universities, and self-
funding institutions. It favours more investment by the 
government in higher education .

* * *
Bihar govt moves SC challenging Patna HC's 
verdict of quashing 65% reservation law
The state govt, in the top court, said that the HC 
erroneously set aside the Bihar Reservation of Vacancies 
in Posts and Services (for Scheduled Caste, Scheduled 
Tribes and Other Backward Classes) Amendment Act, 
2023.

* * *
Conduct Caste Census: Tamil Nadu Assembly 
urges Union Govt:
A special resolution moved by Chief Minister M K 
Stalin, urging the Union Government to conduct the 
Caste Census along with the 2021 Census that was long 
overdue to enable the framing of policies that will usher 
in equal rights and equal opportunities in education, 
economy and jobs, was unanimously passed by the State 
Assembly on 26th June 2024 n
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OBC Judge in Supreme Court: 
Apex court acknowledges 

social diversity 
While recommending Justice R.Mahadevan’s 

name for elevation, the collegium had 
noted that "Justice Mahadevan belongs 

to a backward community from the state 
of Tamil Nadu. His appointment will bring 

diversity to the (SC) Bench"

Hearty Congratulations to  

Com. Upendra Kumar 
President, All India Union Bank

Officers’ Federation and
General Secretary, Union Bank OBC

Association, BIHAR STATE
On being elected as Vice President of 

All India Bank Officers’ 
Confederation (AIBOC).

OBC VOICE WISHES HIM  
ALL THE VERY BEST.

CASTE CENSUS WILL 
ENSURE SOCIAL JUSTICE: 
CHANDRASHEKHAR 

AZAD, M.P.
Participating in a debate on the 
Motion of Thanks on President’s 
address in the Lok Sabha, Aazad 
said social justice will be possible 
“only when caste census is done 
and reservation for deprived 
classes will be increased based 
on their numbers”.

Delhi Dravidian House: Free 
stay for students belonging 
to socially educationally 
backward communities.
In 1916, Dr. Natesan established the Dravidian 
House in Chennai to support socially and 
educationally marginalized students who were not 
accommodated in hostels or rented houses due to 
untouchability and caste discrimination. Understanding the needs of these 
students, the Dravidian House was established in Tamil Nadu.

To carry forward the mission of social justice and educational upliftment, on 
17 September 2023, which marks Periyar's birth anniversary, the REVAMP 
organization initiated the Dravidian House in Delhi to support our students.

Students preparing for Entrance Exams like CUET, JEE, NEET, JAM, CLAT, 
CAT, NATA, or any other admission tests, as well as UGC NET, JRF, and UPSC 
aspirants seeking admission or employment opportunities in New Delhi, can 
also approach us for short or extended stays. Selected students will receive 
free accommodation at the Dravidian House, and the selection will be based on 
the need of the students and availability of vacancies.

Application Link: https://forms.gle/pVJ8N35o7mKwgidz5
Contact us for any queries at the following:Mobile: +91 6381962692

Email: revamp.org@gmail.com
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