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THERMAL INJUSTICE
ROOTED IN

CASTE INJUSTICE

recent study conducted by the Researchers across the country
Ahas found that average daily exposures to a key heat threshold

are much higher among SC, ST and OBC workers. The researchers
from I[IM-Bangalore, IIT-Gandhinagar, and National Law School,
Bangalore have specialisation in climate policy and have combined the
data from India’s Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS) - conducted by
the Union Statistics and Programme Implementation Ministry - with
weather data to assess workers’ exposure to heat during April - June
months in 2019 and 2022 for their study.

It has been found that “general-caste workers spent on average 28 per
cent of their working hours outdoors while ST workers spent 43-49 per
cent outdoors. In at least 65 districts across the country in both 2019 and
2022, some 75 per cent of SC and ST workers spent 75 per cent of their
working hours outdoors. The number of districts where general-caste
workers also spent 75 per cent of their working hours outdoors was only
22"

Marginalised caste groups in India continue to dominate occupations
that demand outdoor physical labour such as agriculture, construction,
mining, road-building or municipal work, which come with an enhanced
risk of exposure to extreme heat and related illnesses, including life-
threatening heat strokes.

The researchers have also underscored the possible differences in
access to fans, air coolers or air-conditioners across population groups
that might impact heat exposure at night-time.

Marginalised caste groups have lower access to fans, air-conditioners,
and coolers compared with general-caste households; the Union
ministry’s National Family Health Survey 2019-21 had found.

The researchers describe these associations between caste, occupation
and heat stress as “thermal injustice” which is “rooted in caste injustice”
in India.

Despite the constitutional provisions for a fair and equal treatment of all
citizens, still Indian society is afflicted by the century-old ‘manusmriti’
that has ordained that “One occupation only the lord prescribed to the
Sudra; to serve meekly even these (other) three castes”. (Chapter 1 -
Sloka 91).

This ‘law of manu’ still continues to operate surreptitiously in all sectors,
which the researchers have also exposed to the people now.

[t is intriguing to note that the Delhi University has a proposal to teach

‘Manusmriti’ to its LLB students, which of course, the Vice Chancellor
has vetoed it. B
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Dr. K.Anbazhagan

On 15th of August 1947, the British Government
proclaimed that the Indian subcontinent has been
granted freedom. On 7th of August 1990, V.P. Singh,
who was then the Prime Minister declared in the
Parliament that 27 per cent reservation, in Union Govt.
employment, is being implemented for the Backward
Classes according to the recommendation of the Mandal
Commission. This implementation was with effect from
07.08.1990.

Indian subcontinent gained freedom on August 15,
1947. The Backward classes of Indian Union acquired on
August 7,1990, freedom for entering into in Government
services.

The Backward class population in India is more than
52 per cent of the total population of the country. In
brief, they got Independence 43 years after the country
achieved Independence.

Chains of slavery

Half of the population who existed as slaves for a century
and a half during British rule and prior, were in the
chains of slavery for nearly half a century (43 years)
even after achieving Independence. This historical fact
is unheard of in any part of the world, except the Indian
subcontinent.

As Periyar had pointed out by his far sightedness,
granting Independence to India without solving the
social, political problems of the Dravidians was like
granting brahmins absolute right for domination.
Periyar was quite right when he foresaw that the people
of Dravidian race would become the slaves of Aryans
instead of existing as the slaves of the British.

Kaka Kalelkar Commission

Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar, who headed the
Constitution drafting committee, felt that on a par
with the Scheduled caste and Schedule tribe (SC & ST)
people, the Backward classes should also be granted
reservation in employment and education in Indian
Union Government sectors, As desired by Dr. AmbedKar,
under the rule of the Jawaharlal Nehru, the first Prime
Minister of India, on 29.01.1953 a committee was
constituted headed by Kaka Kalelkar. This committee
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submitted its report on 30.03.1955. The Chairman of
the committee Kaka Kalelkar expressed his personal
view that reservation for the Backward class was not
necessary and that he cannot accept it. It must be noted
at this point that he was a brahmin.

It is also noteworthy here that according to the views
of Thanthai Periyar, brahmins had a strong foot hold in
dominating and suppressing others.

By the impact of the personal view of Kaka Kalelkar, the
report submitted by the committee headed by him was
dumped ignored to gather dust. There was no action
upon the report concerned.

MANDAL COMMISSION

25 years passed away after this incident. After a quarter
century, the ‘Janata’ Government was formed at the
centre. Charan Singh was the Home Minister and a
noble leader of the Backward classes. By his restless
efforts and persistent action there was good progress.
Morarji Desai was then the Prime Minister. It was
decided to persuade him to help the Backward classes
get opportunities in employment and education in
Union Government establishments and institutions. For
the purpose of recommending this welfare measure, a
committee was formed on 20.12.1978, headed by B.P.
Mandal. Itis popularly known even today as the “Mandal
Commission”.

Mandal Commission went around all the States of the
Indian Union and Union territories for thorough survey.
The commission conducted survey in 405 districts and
submitted its report of recommendation on 31.12.1980
to the President of India Neelam Sanjeeva Reddy. It must
be noted here that B.P. Mandal himself hailed from the
Backward class. He was formerly the Chief Minister of
Bihar. He was also a renowned advocate. He submitted
the report after a deep research and survey for two
years.

The Head of the former commission Kaka Kalelkar, was
a brahmin. Without visiting any place, he remained
inactive and submitted his report within two months.
He had also specified that it was his personal view that
the Backward classes needed no reservation at all.

Even after the submission of the Mandal commission
report, it was not taken up for discussion in the
Parliament. Nearly one and a half year lapsed without
any productive step.

D.K.Agitation

Dravidar Kazhagam, under the leadership of Asiriyar
K.Veeramani, passed a resolution to implement the
recommendations of Mandal Commission.

Asiriyar K. Veeramani went to Delhi with the cadres of
the Dravidar Kazhagam and held a black flag protest in
front of the residence of Indira Gandhi, who was then the
Prime Minister. He agitated demanding a discussion in
the Parliament on the Mandal Commission report. He
and the DK cadres courted arrest and were later released
by the Police.

At last on 30.04.1982, the report of recommendation
submitted by the Mandal Commission was taken up for
discussion in the Parliament but it was not followed by
any action.
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Since that day, the General Secretary of Dravidar
Kazhagam, Asiriyar K. Veeramani relentlessly fought
for this purpose continuously for 13 long years. He
conducted 42 conferences on a National level and 16
agitations of protest. There were regular events one
after the other, raising voice of protest. He created a
sensation among the leaders of the Backward classes
and the common public by his persistent struggle for the
welfare of the Backward classes.

B.P.Mandal cameto the State of Tamil Naduand conducted
a survey along with his committee members. Before
returning to Delhi he participated in an event organised
by the Dravidar Kazhagam and delivered a speech. He
specified: “Only the leader K. Veeramani can infuse life to
the report submitted by us. Our recommendations could
be accepted and implemented only by his hardwork and
persistent efforts.” It must be highlighted at this point
that the struggle of K. Veeramani was really amazing as
commended by B.P.Mandal.

Historic announcement

When such fights were going on for the implementation
of Mandal Commission Report, there was a good turning
point in the political field. Following his win in the 1990
elections, V.P. Singh was elected as the Prime Minister
of India. On 07.08.1990 he made a historic declaration.
He ratified first of all, the prime recommendation of the
Mandal Commission that 27 per cent reservation should
be provided to all the Backward classes in employment
in Union Government services and public sector
undertakings. V.P. Singh scripted history by releasing an
order by officially proclaiming the reservation.

During his introductory speech before this proclamation
in the Parliament, Prime Minister V.P. Singh recalled
the three great leaders of the past - Thanthai Periyar,
Babasaheb Ambedkar and Ram Manohar Lohia - and
said that their dreams have come true by the order
passed in the Parliament. He highlighted that in the
history of Social Justice, for the first time in India, an
order is officially passed granting reservation to the
Backward classes. The Prime Minister V.P. Singh further
said that social justice has been done for the Backward
classes by this historic proclamation.

Mandal Vs Kamandal

The entire country was rejoicing but the Aryan coterie
was shocked and soaked in grief. 97 per cent of the
population heaved a sigh of relief in happiness but the
brahmins started puking deadly venom.

Immediately after the announcement of V.P.Singh govt
to provide 27% reservation to OBCs in employment,
brahmins moved the Supreme Court and obtained
stay on 01.10.1990. The implementation was blocked.
They ridiculed Mandal Commission and gave a call for
a ‘rath yatra’ to celebrate the stay obtained. The rally
was headed by BJP leader L.K.Advani. The BJP withdrew
its support to V.P.Singh Government. Ultimately the
Government of the great warrior V.P. Singh toppled.

The Aryan coterie thought that V.P. Singh would be vexed
and retreat but he announced that he was prepared
to sacrifice his rule even thousand times for the sake
of getting Mandal Commission recommendations

..... August 2024 '@E}E(VOICE
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implemented. He said - “The BJP thinks we have been
defeated in the ‘confidence motion’ but I have actually
won by proving that the BJP is an arch enemy of the
Backward classes, social justice and in fact the enemy of
the entire country.” He further said - “I am not upset by
the fall of my rule. I have made people identify clearly
the enemies of social justice. This victory is actually a
great victory for me. My joy knows no bounds when I
think of my great victory.” Saying thus boldly, even after
sacrificing his rule, the great warrior V.P.Singh came out
of the Parliament, walking majestically like a brave lion.

PV.Narasimha Rao arrived at the centre as the
next Prime Minister. The Supreme court that once
stayed the implementation of Mandal Commission
recommendations, pronounced a verdict on 16.11.1992,
repealing the stay and declaring the implementation as
valid and acceptable.

First appointment

Following the verdict of Supreme Court in upholding
27% reservation for OBCs, the PV.Narasimha Rao
government issued orders of appointment to Rajasekara
Achary the OBC candidate selected through UPSC.

In the meantime V.P.Singh, who firmly said that he will
enter Delhi if only a OBC candidate gets employment
in Government services in accordance with his order
based on Mandal Commission recommendation. “Until
this happens, 1 shall not return to Delhi under any
circumstance.” Announcing thus stubbornly, V.P. Singh
went back to his native Uttar Pradesh.

After the fair verdict of the Supreme Court, V.P. Singh
met in person, Rajasekara Achary, who got placed in
a Government job according to Mandal Commission
recommendations. He honoured Rajasekara Achary
with a shawl and congratulated him. Only after greeting
him, V.P. Singh visited Delhi again as a victorious warrior.

To attain complete liberation

43 years after the Independene of the country, 27 per
cent reservation has been granted to the Backward
classes. This is in no way Independence for them. It
is true, justice; a fair judgement in all respects. The
Backward class people are 52 per cent of our population.
(It may be more if caste wise census is conducted).
Hence, 27% reservation is also not enough for them.
We need amendments in law to enhance the reservation
above 50% for the Backward classes

The fifteenth Day of August in 1947 was the day of
our first Independence. The seventh day of August in
1990 would be the Day of Second Independence for the
backward classes of this country. It can be said that both
are still a partial freedom. We still have to go a long way
for complete freedom.

The seeds for the reservations for the Backward classes
were sown at first only by the unparalleled leader B.P.
Mandal. For the Social Justice of the Backward classes,
the foreword was written by the Social Justice Warrior
V.P. Singh. He must be called the icon of social justice.
We shall be grateful for ever to both the Stalwarts. Let
them live long in our memory.

(The writer is the Organiser, State Village Propaganda
Committee, Dravidar Kazhagam)




G.H. Deshmukh &
Raja Ram Mohun Roy
Critical of ‘Sanskrit learning’

- Vaeyurutholibangan

opal Hari Deshmukh was born in Pune in the
year 1823. He was a Chitbavan Brahmin. When
he grew up, the “eternal topic of discussion
among the upper classes was whether British
rule would last forever or the Peshwa’s good times
would return. ... Gopal Hari was a product of the new
learning of the West. He was a bright student of the new
Government school at Poona and acquired proficiency in
the language and history.
He studied law while serving in the office of the Agent
to the Deccan Chiefs and Sardars and became a Munsif
in 1852. From 1856 to 1861, he worked as Assistant
Commissioner on the Inam Commission.

Later on, he worked as judge in Ahmedabad and Nasik.
He was invited to the Delhi Durbar in 1876, appointed as
a Fellow of the University in 1878 and, in 1880, he was
made a member of the Governor’s Council. In 1884, for
about a year, he worked as Dewan of Ratlam State.

He used to write articles from 1848. “His object was to
rouse his people from their slumber. He exhorted them
to turn to the new learning and solve the country’s
problems. His articles were provocative and were widely
read. In 1877, he wrote a book entitled Jathibheda,
condemning caste-based discrimination. In 1878, he
published Gitatattva and Subhashita to popularize the
teachings of Gita.

In 1880, he brought out two books, Swadhyaya and
Ashvalayana Griha-Sutra to explain the religious rites
of the Hindus in a critical way. He wrote under the pen-
name Lokahitawadi.

He was of the view that our social decline was due to our
neglect of the sciences and learning.

He blamed Sanskrit learning. "Sanskrit learning”,
according to him, “is useless and confusing. It is
involved in sophistry. It makes a man idle and
devoted to fruitless pursuits. It does not contain
knowledge essential for the modern age”. He asked
his countrymen “to welcome the learning by means
of which the English had triumphed over their Indian
opponents”. (Page 272 - Vol. 3 - History of freedom
movement in India - Tarachand - Publications Division).

Sanskrit is an artificially created language and was not
a naturally evolved one. The uselessness of learning
Sanskrit was elucidated very sincerely by Raja Ram
Mohun Roy in his letter to Lord Armherst. “As a result of
this letter, the government ultimately gave up its plan of
founding Sanskrit schools and established the modern
system of education in India” (Page 20 - Rammohun Roy
and America - Adrienne Moore - 1942).

Ram Mohun Roy wrote, two hundred years ago in 1823 to
Lord Armhest, against the establishment of new Sanskrit
School in Kolkata expressing his disappointment that
the British Government was proposing to teach Sanskrit
instead of science.

If it had been intended to keep the British nation in
ignorance of real knowledge, the Baconian philosophy
would not have been allowed to displace the system
of the schoolmen, which was the best calculated to
perpetuate ignorance. In the same manner the Sanskrit
system of education would be the best calculated to keep
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this country in darkness, if such had been the policy of
the British Legislature. But as the improvement of the
native population is the object of the Government, it will
consequently promote a more liberal and enlightened
system of instruction; embracing mathematics, natural
philosophy, chemistry, anatomy, with other useful
sciences, which may be accomplished with the sum
proposed, by employing a few gentlemen of talents and
learning, educated in Europe, and providing a College

RBEGEVOICE - August 2024

ht some useful

can then support %
it according to him, is useless and con-

sophistry.
It is involved in SOp 5 doss ot

s He asked his countrymen “to

themselves honourably.”

It makes a man idle and
contain knowledge

¢t which the English had tri-

beliefs and customs. He

furnished with the necessary books, instruments, and
other apparatus”.

Efforts were made by people led by Raja Ram Mohun
Roy, who were called as Anglicists, for "establishing
schools and colleges on the model of English public
schools for the spread of western scientific and literary
education” (Life and Letters of Raja Rammohun Roy -
compiled by Sophia Dobsen Collet - Second Edition Hem
Chandra Sarkar - 1914), in spite of the fact that Roy was
an ardent admirer of Aryan culture. They were opposed
and humiliated by Brahmin orthodoxy. But Ram Mohun
Roy won the day. But for him, the introduction of English
Education from 1835 "would have been indefinitely
postponed” (ibid.)

This orthodoxy criticised Roy even about his call for
reforms within the Hinduism to revive the original Vedic
non-idolatrous form of worship. When Madras Courier
had, in December 1816 carried a letter from B. Senkara
Sastri, Head English Master in the College of Fort St.
George, Chennai, controverting Rammohun's views as
shown in his writings, and pleading "for the worship
of the Divine attributes as virtual deities", "Rammohun
reprinted this letter with a masterly reply entitled A
Defence of Hindu Theism in which he not only defended
his own position very clearly, but carried the war into the
enemy camp by exposing the degrading character of the
legends attached to so many of the Hindu incarnations,
and pointing out how mischievous must be the effect
of regarding such narratives as sacred records” (Page
38 -Life and Letters of Raja Rammohun Roy - compiled
by Sophia Dobsen Collet - Second Edition Hem Chandra
Sarkar - 1914).

Let people of India not waste time studying Sanskrit!
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'COMMUNAL
RESERVATION' DAY

- G.Karunanidhy

[t was on this day, 14th August in 1950, Periyar launched
agitation and gave the clarion call to the people of
Tamil Nadu to express protest by declaring “Communal
Reservation Day”. The protest was against the judgment
given by Supreme Court of India that stayed the Communal
Reservation Policy implemented in Madras Presidency
right from 1928.

Communal G.O.:

Tamil Nadu was the only state, under the Dravidian rule, that
gave 100 per cent reservation to all communities including
brahmins since 1928. When the Indian Constitution
was introduced in 1950, citing fundamental rights, two
brahmins, (Shenbagam Dorairajan, Srinivasan) filed writ
petitions in Madras High Court challenging the reservation
policy pursued in Tamil Nadu. High Court of Madras
invalidated the reservation policy. State Government
appealed to the Supreme Court. But the Supreme Court
confirmed the invalidation of the reservation policy. It was
later found that Shenbagam Dorairajan did not even apply
for medical admission.

This was the first blow to social justice in independent
India.

Judgement of the Courts:

Social Revolutionary Periyar started agitation against the
judgment of Supreme Court and mobilized the people for
the agitation. Except Brahmins, all non-brahmins joined the
struggle. Periyar announced that on 14th August (1950),
there will be total agitation in Tamil Nadu in all sectors and
all sections of people including students, teachers, doctors,
govt. servants joined the struggle.

Agitation that led to Constitutional amendment:

The Central government was forced to react on this agitation
and the then Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru and Law
Minister Dr. Ambedkar brought about the first amendment
of the Indian Constitution by inserting Clause 4 in Article
15 that enabled the Governments to provide reservation in
education for BC, SC and Minorities.

It must be noted that the Indian Constitution as introduced
in 1950, did not have provision for reservation in education.
There was only Article 16(4) providing reservation in jobs.

Reservation in Education thorough out the country:

[t was Periyar’s struggle that paved the path for reservation
in education not only for the people of Tamil Nadu but for
the entire BC, SC, ST and Minorities throughout the country.
Arignar Anna (C.N.Annadurai) and Perum Thalaivar (Great
leader) Kamarajar contributed in their own way for the
cause of social justice.

At this hour of challenge to social justice by the vested
interests and status quoists, let the youth of this country
remember always with gratitude the great leader and
revolutionary Periyar E.V.Ramasamy! m
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The case for a caste Census

The Census Act, 1948 should be amended to make enumeration by caste
mandatory, instead of leaving it to the whims of the Union executive.
Such data can be collected as part of the regular Census,
with a few pertinent queries added to the questionnaire

NN

Y Ji s

AN, v

e

JD(U) workers and supporters celebrate after the declaration of Bihar’s caste-based census report,
in Patna, on October 4, 2023. | Photo Credit: PTI

- Dr. K. ASHOK VARDHAN SHETTY
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eter Drucker famously said, “Only what gets

measured gets managed.” The problems of social

groups that have been historically discriminated

against (be it by caste, race, religion, gender,
disability etc.) cannot be resolved without collecting
data group-identity wise. Doing so is not a capitulation
to identity politics but a vital step towards informed
policy making and inclusive development.

For instance, Germany’s census does not enumerate
people by race. This has worked to the disadvantage of'its
Black people who started a private, country-wide, online
survey called Afrozensus in 2020. Its results showed
that anti-Black racism is widespread and institutionally
entrenched in Germany.
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Applying Cicero’s test of cui bono (who benefits?), it
can be said that the demand for enumeration generally
emanates from the victims of discrimination and is
resisted by vested interests.

Why a caste Census?

A caste Census is crucial for four reasons — one, it is a
social imperative. Caste continues to be a foundational
social construct in India. Only about 5% of Indian
marriages were inter-caste as of 2011-12. The use of
caste surnames and caste marks is still widespread.
Residential segregation by caste persists. Choices of
candidates for elections and ministers for Cabinets

continue to be dictated by caste considerations.



“"the availability of caste-wise Census data would help curb
arbitrary demands from caste groups

and capricious decision-making by governments"

Two, it is a legal imperative. Constitutionally-mandated
policies of social justice which include reservations
in electoral constituencies, education and public
employment cannot be pursued effectively without
detailed caste-wise data. Even though the Constitution
uses the word class instead of caste, various rulings
of the Supreme Court have held caste as a ‘relevant
criterion’, ‘sole criterion’ or ‘dominant criterion’ for
defining a backward class, and have demanded detailed
caste-wise data for upholding reservation policies.

Three, it is an administrative imperative. Detailed
caste-wise data is necessary to avoid/correct wrongful
inclusions of undeserving castes and exclusions of
deserving castes, and to guard against a few dominant
castes in a reserved category crowding out others.
It is also needed for sub-categorising castes within a
reserved category and to determine the income/wealth
criterion for the creamy layer.

Four, it is a moral imperative. The absence of detailed
caste-wise data has helped a coterie of elites, among
upper castes and dominant Other Backward Classes
(OBCs), to corner a disproportionate share of the
nation’s assets, incomes, and positions of power.

Censuses in British India between 1881 and 1931
enumerated all castes. In the first Census conducted after
Independence in 1951, the Government of India (GOI)
ordered that caste should not be enumerated. However,
an exception was made for Scheduled Castes (SCs) and
Scheduled Tribes (STs) which have been enumerated in
every Census since 1951.1n 1961, the GOl advised States
to conduct their own surveys and draw up State-specific
OBC lists if they so desired. There was no reservation for
OBCs in the Centre and its undertakings then.

The arguments against caste Census

There are multiple views against the caste Census. These
include:-

First, that it is socially divisive. India’s social divisions
predate Census efforts by nearly 3,000 years. The Census
counts of the SCs and STs since 1951 have not led to any
conflicts among these castes or tribes. Further, India’s
Census enumerates religion, language, and region which
are as divisive as caste, if not more. Casteism will not
wither away by not counting caste in the Census, any
more than communalism, and regionalism will disappear
by not enumerating religion, language and region.

Second, that it is an administrative nightmare. Unlike
race which is a fuzzy concept, but is still enumerated
in many countries such as the U.S,, there is little or no
ambiguity about anyone’s caste. The GOI has been able
to smoothly enumerate 1,234 castes in the SC category
and 698 tribes in the ST category. Therefore, it is difficult
to understand why the enumeration of the 4,000-odd
other castes, most of which are State-specific, should
pose an intractable problem.

Third, that it would fuel demands for increased
reservations. On the contrary, the availability of
caste-wise Census data would help curb arbitrary
demands from caste groups and capricious decision-
making by governments. Policy makers would be able
to objectively debate and address the claims of, say,
the Marathas, Patidars, Jats, or any other groups for
reservations. But governments prefer fuzzy data because
it gives them the latitude to implement reservations
arbitrarily for electoral considerations.

The case for OBC inclusion in Census

Like the SCsand STs, the Constitution permits reservation
for the OBCs in education (Article 15(4)) and public
employment (Article 16(4)). After the implementation
of the Mandal Commission recommendations, the OBCs
enjoy reservations in the Central government and its
undertakings as well. In the Indra Sawhney case (1992),
the Supreme Court ruled that the OBC list, based on the
1931 Census, should be revised periodically.

The OBCs do not have reservation in electoral
constituencies for MPs and MLAs like the SCs and the
STs. But after the 73rd and 74th amendments (1993),
the Constitution provides for reservations in electoral
constituencies in panchayats and municipalities not
only for SCs and STs but also for OBCs (Articles 243D(6)
and 243T(6)). For this, caste-wise, area-wise Census
data of the OBCs is essential. Therefore, the GOI should
have enumerated the OBCs at least in the 2001 Census.
But it did not.

Whenever States like Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh,
Gujarat, Maharashtra, Karnataka, Odisha and Jharkhand
tried to implement reservations for the OBCs in elections
to local bodies, the High Courts and the Supreme Court
stayed the same, on the ground that there was no
caste-wise data of OBCs. While one arm of the State
— the judiciary —demands caste-wise data to uphold
reservations, another — the executive — has avoided
enumerating the very same data.

However, the 10% reservation for economically weaker
sections (EWS) among those other than the OBCs, SCs
and STs (effectively, the upper castes) was upheld by
the Supreme Court in 2022 despite the absence of
any supporting empirical data. In view of the EWS
reservation, the Census should now enumerate all castes
including the upper castes as it did till 1931.

While Census is a Union subject, the Collection of
Statistics Act, 2008 empowers States and even local
bodies to gather the necessary statistics. So, individual
States can always do Caste surveys like Karnataka
(2015) and Bihar (2023) did. But Census data carries
more authority and is less contested. The government’s
reluctance to enumerate caste as part of the Census is
legally indefensible and administratively unwise.
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How an attempt at caste Census failed

After considerable lobbying by OBC leaders, in 2010,
the Parliament passed a unanimous resolution (with
both Congress and BJP on board) calling for caste to be
enumerated as part of the 2011 Census. As per the 1931
Census when caste was last enumerated, there were
4,147 castes in India apart from the depressed classes/
untouchables (as they were called then). Unfortunately,
the Socio Economic and Caste Census (SECC)-2011 was
poorly designed and executed, throwing up a ludicrous
figure of 46 lakh castes and the results were never
released.

The SECC-2011’s failure was because of the fact that it
was not conducted under the Census Act, 1948 as the
Act was not amended to include caste as a parameter.
It was conducted through the Union Ministries of Rural
Development and Urban Development which did not
have prior experience of conducting sociological/
anthropological surveys. Additionally, the questionnaire
was poorly designed and asked open-ended questions
about caste. The enumerators couldn’t distinguish
between genuine castes, alternative caste names, larger
caste groups, sub-castes, surnames, clan names, gotras,
etc. In contrast, the Bihar government’s Caste Survey in
2023, provided enumerators the list of 214 caste names
specific to Bihar, with the 215th category labelled “Other
Castes” and came up with better results.

Despite the unanimous Parliamentary resolution of
2010, the Central government announced in 2021 that
it would not enumerate caste as part of the next Census.
It reiterated this stand before the Supreme Court in
a case filed by the Maharashtra government seeking a
direction to the Centre to enumerate OBCs in the 2021
Census. The Supreme Court judgment dismissing the

Scrap NEET

That SC refused a retest is no cause for relief. This
year’s controversy makes clear how flawed system is

C’s refusal to order a UG-NEET retest, on the ground there
S wasn't evidence of a ‘systemic leak’, has put the lid on the

controversy. The court’s decision is clearly based on analysis
of results, which did not indicate candidates of centres under
scanner doing exceptionally well. It was also mindful of the impact
of such adecision on 2.4mn students who took the test this year.

Notawin | But Centre should notbe taking SC's stanceas a victory
for its position. For, the same SC has acknowledged that question
papers were leaked at Hazaribagh and Patna. Besides, we now have
unseemly scenario of all-India rankings being changed at the last
stage because 4L students were granted marks for wrong answer —
which, incidentally, was the ‘right’ answer inan
older NCERT textbook. Do we need more proof
that we faceamess?

Go for CBT | On NEET-UG, the way forward
is clear The pen-and-paper format must be
replaced with the more secure offline Computer-
Based Test (CBT). Given the huge number of
examinees and keeping JEE’s relative success
in mind, NEET-UG must be made a two-stage
exam, with the second stage being conducted

. with help from top medical institutions. To
allow them to give their best, candidates should have the choice to
take exam more than once in a year.

Choice of centres, questions vital | How exam centres are
selected is all-important. Allowing outsourcing of work by successful
bidders, as NTA has been doing, won't do. Roping in one of the top
companies in the business is the best option.

Creation of a question bank and proper use of technology to
frame questions would add another layer of security. But for all
this, we need genuine concern for young people’s future, not the
bureaucratic mindset NTA hasshown thus far.

(TIMES OF INDIA EDITORIAL 25.7.2024)
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Maharashtra government’s plea in December 2021 is
questionable, considering its own past rulings. Being
a legal imperative, this is not ‘a policy matter in which
Courts should not interfere’ as claimed by the Centre in
that case.

What is the way forward?

Learning from the SECC-2011 failures, the Census Act,
1948 should be amended to make enumeration by
caste mandatory instead of leaving it to the whims of
the Union executive. Caste should be enumerated as
part of the regular Census by the Census Commissioner
only, with a few pertinent questions added to the
questionnaire. Additionally, the government should
enlist sociological/anthropological experts to
draw up a draft list of castes specific to each State,
publish the draft list online, inviting suggestions
and comments from the public before finalising
it, and give only that list to the enumerators. The
questionnaire should be so designed as to ask the names
of the sub-caste, caste, larger caste group, and the caste
surname of the respondent. Internet-enabled hand-held
devices preloaded with these details and limiting the
enumerator’s role to one of choosing the correct option
will make the task easy and foolproof.

Interested States must move the apex Court to review
its 2021 judgment. It is farcical to implement OBC
reservation based on 1931 Census data and EWS
reservation with no empirical data. The next Census
must enumerate caste.

The writer is former IAS officer of Tamil Nadu
cadre and former Vice Chancellor, Indian Maritime
University, Chennai.

(Source: The Hindu 11.7.2024)




Why NEET does not work
for a country as diverse as India

The goal of examination reform should be to ensure that people from
disadvantaged sections are adequately represented in the medical field and they
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can contribute to making healthcare accessible to their communities

- 2 - -

Students' Federation of India (SFI) activists shout sogans during a protest over the alleged irregularities in NEET-

UG exams 2024. (PTI Photo)

- Dr. Sakthirajan Ramanathan & Dr. Sundaresan Chellamuthu

ince its inception about a decade ago, the National

Eligibility cum Entrance Test (NEET) has been a

politically contentious issue in Tamil Nadu. The

recent turn of events has made it a national issue.
NEET was originally conceptualised to ensure merit-
based selection to medical schools and standardise the
medical entrance process. [t was seen as a solution to the
problem of high capitation fees being charged by private
medical institutions. Has the examination achieved its
intended goal? Has NEET curbed the commercialisation
of medical education?

This year, more than 24 lakh candidates sat for the
NEET after paying application fees ranging between Rs
1,000 to Rs 1,700. The application charges alone give
a revenue of about Rs 337 crore to the testing agency.
Moreover an individual candidate spends a few lakhs at
coaching centres to prepare for the test.

The initial eligibility for qualification, 50 percentile,
was diluted to 30 percentile in 2020 and further to zero
percentile in 2023. The reason cited was that several
seats are vacant in private medical colleges. However,
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after the 60,000 seats in government medical colleges
are filled up, people’s paying capacity plays a big role in
filling up the remaining 50,000 seats in private colleges.
This makes the MBBS dream virtually unattainable
for students of the economically weak strata, despite
scoring high marks in NEET. Nearly half of the MBBS
seats become a virtual preserve of the wealthy, making a
mockery of the objective of rewarding merit.

NEET is one of the several alterations in the country’s
medical education ecosystem in the past decade. The
other changes include the dissolution of the Medical
Council of India, after the agency faced corruption
charges, a reduction in the faculty student ratio from
1:1 to 1:3 and public private partnership model (PPP)
for developing medical colleges in each district with the
entire district hospital been handed over to a private
player. The medical sector has also seen reforms,
including the Ayushman Bharat insurance scheme
that allows people below the poverty line to access
tertiary care and renaming the primary health centres
as Ayushman Arogya Mandir with private partnership.
Medical education, and healthcare in general, which was
a service sector in the hands of the government, has
gradually changed to a commodity with the increased
participation of private players.

How does NEET compare with exams like the UCAT in the
UK and MCAT in the US? These tests allow only students
with excellent grades in higher secondary education
to take the exams. In contrast, a NEET applicant only
requires to pass the higher secondary school.

This low entry requirement can undermine the
importance of excelling in high school. This, in turn,
lowers the standard of school education. The state
government and their education ministries do not have
any say in the selection process of future doctors in
their states. Finally, incidents such as paper leaks and
allocation of grace marks, without formal approval of a
competent committee, have eroded trust in NEET and
the National Testing Agency (NTA).

Tamil Nadu has conducted several experiments in
the entrance system to professional courses, starting
from an interview system in the 1970s to the entrance
examinations in 1983 along with 2/3rd weightage to
marks in concerned subjects in the higher secondary
education exam.

Following recommendations from the Anandakrishnan
Committee, the state abolished entrance exams and
conducted admissions to medical and engineering
colleges solely on the basis of higher secondary
marks. This method is still followed in admissions
to engineering institutes in the state. Even after the
introduction of NEET, the government ensured social
equality and inclusivity, to an extent, by providing
reservation to government school students as per the
recommendations of P Kalaiyarasan and AK Rajan
committees.

Tamil Nadu’s experiences over five decades demonstrate
that factors such as infrastructure, faculty numbers and
the extent of patient care services determine the quality
of young doctors. These factors play a far more decisive
role compared to entrance examinations. The exam-
based selection criteria is merely a gate-pass. Moreover,
as American educationists William Sedlacek and Sue H
Kim note, “If different people have different cultural and
racial experiences and present their abilities differently,
it is unlikely that a single measure could be developed
that would work equally well for all”. Testing the faculties
of students who come from different backgrounds in
a country with myriad diversities is not a justifiable
method.

NEET needs to be reevaluated. Public health is a state
subject and education is part of the concurrent list. All
states need to be taken into confidence, before framing
the admissions processes, especially in institutions
controlled by the state government. The debate on NEET
touches on broader issues such as educational equity
and federalism. The debate on the examination is not
just an academic issue but a deeply political one.

If NEET is riddled with problems, what are the
alternatives? Instead of a single cross-sectional
assessment, a summative assessment over two to three
years of performance in school education along with
a general aptitude test might improve the selection
process. This along with existing caste-based reservation
and quotas for government school students will make the
entrance process more inclusive. Keeping the number
of repeaters to a fixed percentage and allocating 15 per
cent seats for candidates from the rest of the country
would be a fair system in a state. Allocation of a small
percentage of seats to allied health sciences candidates
— nursing, for instance — will create a lateral entry
system, similar to engineering and polytechnic courses.
Objective type questions can be added in the high school
board examinations, the scores of which can be used
to decide the best candidate in case of a tie between
candidates.

The primary objective of refining the medical entrance
process is to ensure that students with high average
marks gain admission not only to government-run
medical colleges but also that the admission criteria of
private institutions are safeguarded to admit only those
with significantly higher scores, while simultaneously
providing adequate support to students from
marginalised communities. The goal should be to ensure
that people from disadvantaged sections are adequately
represented in the medical field and they can contribute
to making healthcare accessible to their communities.

Dr. Sakthirajan Ramanathan is Assistant Professor of
Nephrology, Madras Medical College and Dr.Sundaresan
Chellamuthu is Associate Professor of Radiation Oncology,
Madras Medical College and State President, Government
All Doctors Association (GADA)

(Courtesy: Indian Express 9.7.2024)
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On 18th January1953 Thanthai Periyar delivered a speech at
a public meeting in Bangalore. The Central idea of his address
was the advantages of reasoning and rational perspective in
life. Excerpts from his speech:

Dear Comrades,

lend me your ears when I speak but do not accept blindly the
entire content of my speech. Whatever may be the stature of a
person and the topic of his speech, we must at all times use our
own intellect to judge the veracity of his views.

Ability to Reason

The renowned sage Thiruvalluvar was quite right when
he stressed this through one of his couplets in his work
‘Thirukkural’. According to that much celebrated couplet, itisa
major flaw to take everyone’s views and thoughts for granted.
Using our power of reasoning we should thoroughly examine
them and decide whether to accept it or reject. It is man’s
ability to reason which makes him different from the animals.

Marvelous Progress

We have all been undergoing changes in life by the power of
our thinking. Our progress and growth were ignited by our
reasoning skill. Mankind today is not what it was about 2000
years ago. There has been huge transformation in every sphere
of man’s life. With the passing of time man has mellowed. The
changes in his life are unstoppable. Man continues to multiply
all his comforts and make his life prosperous.

Bullock carts were once man’s mode of transport ages ago!
Today he uses cars, trains and aircrafts for his convenience
and conveyance. Various kinds of lamps were used for
light and oil was the source of illumination. Today he uses
electricity, consuming extremely high voltage. Behind all these
advancements rests man’s mind-power and his ability to think
sensibly.

THOUGHTS OF PERIYAR:

Reasoning
and its

Rewards

das INAR o 18 FeTadl, 1953 T TR H T WidSieieh FHT
FT TSI RIT AT| 37h 3T TS & healT AT AT Sided
A gFefear 3R fagweiedr & TfSehivr & o1 I FHESTT|
3% 3T TEET $T TR-G&T 59 IR T §-

o anfaay,

SIS H Sle] d €A F Fod Wed A A0 i favgaeq
1@ dg Y & Q-G TGR = B | el cafed i g
TR & 9371 3R 39% HVoT #T vy e & v &t of
2, 30 ROR & GcadT @ A F U g gHe 9
gfg 1 & JAT Fr ARV

a& T aTAan

ST Al el foededdt feshel HET alish & 39 “Frdereplel”
& el & ATETH T AR ohl 38 Iaram ATl 3 IfAg dai &
ITAR & el & f3mT 3R efSehiol & gooh A A veh a2y
FAT &1 TN TG HT TAT FI g g e Al sEHT
e e § 3R T aF e ¢ R 38 w&eR R e
1 TE H AT SU| Agsy i adhgle i arEar & 30 a3
T HA B

I S & AT & BT &1 91T & AT ggel 3e0s YR &
&9 T YA 8T AT TS STty & foIT o & 9yt A1) 37T
g8 fasTelr &1 AT HXar ¢ 3R sgd & afFaerenr fGega
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Exceptional Quality

An uninterrupted application of intellect has led to amazing
inventions and rapid progress in life. The power of knowledge
has showered on man comforts in abundance. Birds, beasts
and all other living beings still exist as they existed 2000
years ago. We do not find any change in them. Even today the
animals appear unclad as they were long ago. Do we find them
clad in apparels? Therefore, I reiterate that the exceptional
quality of man is his power of reasoning.

The benefits derived depend on the way one’s reasoning
power is used. Blind acceptance of the views of others is a folly.
Meticulously dissecting and ascertaining the validity of every
statement is essential for our advancement and growth.

Inventions Compared

The thoughts and writings of sages, saints and scholars are
not at all sacrosanct, to accept without questioning. Willing
suspension of disbelief would only lead us to erroneous
conclusions. Great inventors abroad were able to contribute
astonishing inventions only by freely applying their knowledge.
Automobiles, aircrafts, trains, radio and amplifiers are all their
inventions. Every scientific marvel which has made our life
easy is the outcome of a foreigner’s effort.

It is a pity that we have invented imaginary worlds, nether
world, underworld, heaven, hell etc; we have been finding
out the number of wives and concubines the so-called
gods possessed. Our minds have always been operating on
the lowest level of our intellect. Our knowledge remains
unutilised. The elders of the ancient era are unquestionable
authorities for us.

Taken For a Ride

It is because of this flaw in us that we were ‘Sudras’ 2000 years
ago and we are still ‘Sudras’ after 2000 long years. We were
low-caste entities then and we are the same even now. We
worked hard and fed brahmins bellyful 2000 years ago. Till
this date brahmins have been exploiting us. Today they survive
by the sweat on our brow. We are the horses and they are the
riders in mirth.

Abuse of Knowledge

By the abuse of our knowledge we exist on the lowest strata of
life enduring inexplicable hardship. Hence [ urge upon you all
to use your reasoning power before accepting any thought of
any person, whether it is about religion, god or any statement
of the elders. Reject outright that which seems unacceptable to
your sense. Never have a fear that you would be roasted alive
in hell if you do not believe in them. Disillusionment is all that
you badly need.

Binding Shackles

The Dravidians of this country, the miserable aborigines,
have long been condemned to toil and feed brahmins. We are
bound by shackles of religion and antique codes of conduct,
prescribed by malicious people. Itis high time we woke up and
annihilated god, religion and ancient codes of conduct.

Time to Delink

We must recall and realise how we were all enslaved by
brahmins and how they took advantage of religion, god and
senseless scriptures to exploit us. The filth around Hindu
gods and goddesses, their unabashed activities and nauseating
conduct mustbe clearly understood by us for perfectawareness
atleast now. We should abolish them all to delink ourselves
from societal slavery. Let us use our power of reasoning and
achieve this objective. This is my message today for all of you.

Translated by Prof. M.R. Manohar
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NEWS IN BRIEF:

Bengal Assembly passesresolution onscrapping
of NEET

A motion moved by the ruling Trinamool Congress in
West Bengal Assembly demanding scrapping of the
National Eligibility cum Entrance Test (NEET) and
restoration of the previous system of individual state
governments conducting such examinations, was passed
in the House on 24th July 2024

k %k ok

Karnataka cabinet gives nod to resolutions
against NEET exam, 'One Nation, One Election’,
delimitation

The resolutions are expected to be presented during the
ongoing legislature session.

Amid the ongoing controversy surrounding NEET,
deputy chief minister DK Shivakumar recently called
on the Centre to abolish the National Eligibility-cum-
Entrance Test, proposing that states be allowed to
conduct their own entrance exams.

k% 3k

Justice Murugesan Committee recommends
against conduct of entrance exams, banning
coaching classes.

The Justice D. Murugesan Committee constituted
to draft a distinct State Education Policy has, in its

report to the Tamil Nadu government, recommended
against conducting entrance examination of any
kind for admission to all higher education courses,
according to informed sources.The Committee, also
suggests regulation of deemed-to-be universities,
autonomous colleges, foreign universities, and self-
funding institutions. It favours more investment by the
government in higher education .
k % 3k

Bihar govt moves SC challenging Patna HC's
verdict of quashing 65% reservation law

The state govt, in the top court, said that the HC
erroneously set aside the Bihar Reservation of Vacancies
in Posts and Services (for Scheduled Caste, Scheduled
Tribes and Other Backward Classes) Amendment Act,
2023.

* %k 3k

Conduct Caste Census: Tamil Nadu Assembly
urges Union Govt:

A special resolution moved by Chief Minister M K
Stalin, urging the Union Government to conduct the
Caste Census along with the 2021 Census that was long
overdue to enable the framing of policies that will usher
in equal rights and equal opportunities in education,
economy and jobs, was unanimously passed by the State
Assembly on 26th June 2024 m

breakfast scheme to govt aided schools

The Chief Minister’s Breakfast Scheme, which provides nutritious breakfast to students of 1-5 in
government schools was extended to government aided schools from 15th July 2024.
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OBC Judge in Supreme Court:
Apex court acknowledges
social diversity

While recommending Justice R.Mahadevan’s
name for elevation, the collegium had
noted that "Justice Mahadevan belongs
to a backward community from the state
of Tamil Nadu. His appointment will bring
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Hearty Congratulations to

Com. Upendra Kumar

President, All India Union Bank
Officers’ Federation and
General Secretary, Union Bank OBC
Association, BIHAR STATE
On being elected as Vice President of
All India Bank Officers’
Confederation (AIBOC).

diversity to the (SC) Bench" OBC VOICE WISHES HIM

ALL THE VERY BEST.

Delhi Dravidian House: Free DELHI g
stay for students belonging DRAVIDIAN Revamp'
to socially educationally

backward communities.

FREE STAY FOR STUDENTS BELONGING TO SOCLALLY
EDUCATIONALLY BACKWARD COMMUNITIES

In 1916, Dr. Natesan established the Dravidian

House in Chennai to support socially and

educationally marginalized students who were not

accommodated in hostels or rented houses due to

untouchability and caste discrimination. Understanding the needs of these
students, the Dravidian House was established in Tamil Nadu.

To carry forward the mission of social justice and educational upliftment, on
CASTE CENSUS WILL 17 September 2023, which marks Periyar's birth anniversary, the REVAMP
ENSURE SOCIAL JUSTICE: organization initiated the Dravidian House in Delhi to support our students.

CHANDRASHEKHAR

Students preparing for Entrance Exams like CUET, JEE, NEET, JAM, CLAT,

AZAD, M.P. CAT, NATA, or any other admission tests, as well as UGC NET, JRE and UPSC
Participating in a debate on the aspirants seeking admission or employment opportunities in New Delhi, can
Motion of Thanks on President’s also approach us for short or extended stays. Selected students will receive
address in the Lok Sabha, Aazad free accommodation at the Dravidian House, and the selection will be based on

said social justice will be possible the need of the students and availability of vacancies.

“only when caste census is done
and reservation for deprived
classes will be increased based
on their numbers”.
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Application Link: https://forms.gle/pV]8N3507mKwgidz5
Contact us for any queries at the following:Mobile: +91 6381962692

Email: revamp.org@gmail.com
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