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ONE

SUCCESSFUL
YEAR OF
OBC VOICE

BC Voice, the monthly magazine dedicated to

promoting social justice for Other Backward

Classes and other deprived sections, has
successfully completed its first year of publication.
Over the past 12 months, (since May 2023), OBC
Voice has played a crucial role in raising awareness
about the challenges and discrimination faced by
members of OBC communities.

The magazine has covered a wide range of issues,
including caste-based discrimination, access to
education and employment opportunities, healthcare
disparities and political representation for OBCs.
Through in-depth articles, interviews, opinions
and views, OBC Voice has provided a platform for
OBC voices to be heard and for their concerns to be
addressed.

In its first year, OBC Voice also highlighted the
achievements and contributions of OBC individuals in
various fields, showcasing their talent and resilience
in the face of adversity. The magazine has strived to
empower OBC communities and advocate for their
rights and dignity.

Looking ahead, OBC Voice is committed to continuing
its mission of promoting social justice and equality
for OBCs. The magazine will continue to shed light on
important issues, amplify OBC voices, and catalyze
positive change in society.

As we enter the 2nd year, the escalating cost of
paper and printing compels us to revise the annual
contribution amount to a little extent only, which we
are sure our readers may not mind much.

We thank our readers, contributors, and supporters
for their invaluable support in our journey so far, and
we look forward to many more years of advocating
for the cause of social justice for OBCs. m
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- Dr. K. Anbazhagan

Human race is the greatest species reigning supreme at
the zenith of evolution. Since its genesis till this date, the
changes occurred in human race and in the world-nature
are innumerable. Everything in the world is subject to
changes. It is a scientific fact that change alone is devoid
of any change. It is not an exaggeration to say that human
labour is the basis of that universal truth.

Labour laced with intellect yields productive results and
progress. Restless labour alone could expand and enrich
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knowledge. The peak of knowledge is rationalism and
rationalism is the basis of unimaginable growth and
development. Man adds glory to his enriched knowledge
only through his hard labour. He makes his unfathomable
knowledge scale great heights by his tireless labour.

The exceptional virtue of labour led to the formation of
various maxims, proverbs and golden words. Hard work
elevates us. We scale great heights in life only when we
work hard. Great men in the world achieved greatness
only through their hard labour. Has hard work ever failed
to bestow success? We can go on and on glorifying the
greatness of labour.

Exploitation in society tried to display its strength by
crippling the great significance of labour. Labourers
mould this world and give it a neat shape. Labourers make
humanity reach incomparable heights. But capitalism and
bourgeois persons began exploiting labourers and their
skill for hard work.

Capitalists who hardly work stifled the labour class that
worked hard. Labourers grow and eat but the capitalists
eat without growing food. Labourers took ill and became
wafer-thin with the passing of time. They suffered
unbearable starvation.

The renowned revolutionary Tamil Poet Bharathidasan
composed a poem as an ode to a beautiful garden.
Addressing the green grass, plants and flowers, he asks -

“Oh captivating plants and flowers!
Do you know how many labourers
Showered their blood on your roots
To make you all thus grow here?”

All over the world, poets, authors and revolutionaries have
sung much in praise of the sweat of labourers who have
made unparalleled contributions to this world through
their pain and sweat.

Poet Bharathidasan had a rationalist outlook in composing
this poem. He used “blood showered on your roots” instead
of merely saying “blood shed on your roots”. The word
“showered” augments the value of a labourer’s hard work.
It has a greater impact on readers. This made Thanthai
Periyar hail him as a “revolutionary poet”.

On 1st of May, 1886, the first labourers’ strike took place
at Chicago in the U.S,, demanding 8 hours of work, 8 hours
to be with wife and children and 8 hours of rest for every
labourer. This strike was a protest against exploitation of
the labour class. All over Chicago, New York, Philadelphia,
Milwaukee, Cincinnati, Louisville and Baltimore and
several other American cities, more than 3.5 lakh labourers
participated in this strike. More than 1,200 establishments
joined it and organised the strike with thundering success.
This was the first labourers’ strike in our world history.

On 3rd May, 1886, Police ordered firing at the entrance of
an establishment called “Mccaruim”. Four labourers died
on the spot and 50 were severely injured. Following this
tragedy, a protest meet was held in Chicago at “Haymarket
Square”. There was police firing again there and the
number of persons dead could never be ascertained.
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The owners of establishments, the capitalists, filed a
suit against the labourers. As per court - verdict, seven
labourers were hanged and one was sentenced to rigorous
imprisonment for 15 years. This verdict of the court
shattered the entire world. The news about the strike
of American labourers demanding 8 hours work and the
sacrifice of lives in Chicago, spread like wild fire all over the
world. The labourers achieved success in their rights for 8
hours of work. Social Justice was achieved at last by their
collective strife. To commemorate that day of achievement,
1st of May is being celebrated all over the world every year
as “MAY DAY” - the Great labourers’ day!

In India, May Day was celebrated at first by Thiru.
Singaravelar, a great social reformer. On 21st May, 1933,
he was the proud Convener of May Day meet. In Tamil
Nadu, the credit goes to the Self Respect Movement of
Thanthai Periyar. On 23rd May, 1933, a grand procession
to stress the need of equality and egalitarianism was held,
accompanied by the play of songs related to those noble
ideals. This was held as per Periyar’s appeal in the May 14,
1933 issue of ‘Kudi Arasu.” On the particular day May Day
events were held in a grand manner all over the country.

During the rule of Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK)
in Tamil Nadu, May Day was declared as a Government
holiday to be observed every year. In Chennai, the capital
city of Tamil Nadu, May Day Park was also constructed.
Beside the Merina Beach in Chennai, a labourers’ Statue
was also erected, with one sentence inscribed on it, that
reads ----

“All the labourers of the world
let us all join hands and unite.”

The significant call inscribed on the statue, speaks volumes
about the greatness of labourers.

Labourers’ rights were obtained by huge struggles and
relentless fight. The voice of labourers for their rights,
resonated then everywhere. There were many revolutions
ideologically. The struggle played a vital role in the
nationalisation of banks and transport department was
brought under government administration. Privatisation
was opposed by labourers. Today, the Union Government
headed by the BJP is gradually privatising all the public
sector organisations by surrendering them to the corporate
enterprises owned by business magnates like Ambani
and Adani. The reservations for the SC; ST and the OBC
are being crushed. Social Justice faces a severe threat of
getting buried deeply.

Unless the working class and the Stalwarts of academia
wake up by this alarming toll, the ruin of social justice
cannot be prevented. There is an imminent danger of ‘MAY
DAY’ becoming ‘A FORGOTTEN DAY OF THE PAST” Let us
be vigilant and alert. Let us conserve labourers’ unity by
our collective efforts.

Labour fraternity! Unite!
Long live ‘May Day’!
Long live the working class!

(The writer is the State Village Propaganda Committee
Organiser, Dravidar Kazhagam (DK)
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Elections 2024

BJP’s Sankalp vs Nyay of Congress:
The Battle of the Manifestos

While BJP charts a course towards a 'Viksit Bharat', Congress
champions a narrative of societal equity and justice.

- SAYANTAN GHOSH

' Guarantee

~1

ideological divergence encapsulated in

he
I the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)'s 'Sankalp Patra'
and Congress' 'Nyay Patra' for the forthcoming
2024 Lok Sabha elections mirrors India's vibrant political
tapestry. The stage is set, the audience anticipates, and
the curtain rises on the most profound ideological
spectacle in India's democratic theatre.

These manifestos transcend policy compilations and are
a declaration of identity with each party crafting its own
rendition of the spirit of India.

The BJP's 'Sankalp Patra' epitomises continuity
by weaving a narrative of progress built upon the
party's previous tenure and spotlighting nationalism,
infrastructural advancements, and a robust economic
trajectory. It champions cultural values and advocates for
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initiatives like the Uniform Civil Code (UCC), epitomising
a steadfast commitment to a national ethos.

In stark contrast, Congress' 'Nyay Patra' heralds a
clarion call for change, accentuating social justice
and economic parity as its focal points. It promises
a comprehensive socio-economic census and legal
safeguards guaranteeing farmers' incomes, aimed at
redressing societal inequities.

The Divergence in Vision

The BJP's pragmatic stance paints a vision of a self-
reliant India, prioritising governance overhauls and
bolstering national security.

Its manifesto strikes chords with the constituents valuing
tradition and viewing cultural nationalism as intrinsic

EEEVOICE - May 2024



to India's character. Conversely, the Congress positions
itself as an advocate for the youth and disenfranchised,
pledging a more equitable distribution of resources and
opportunities.

“While 'Sankalp' embodies a pledge to traverse
a trajectory deemed instrumental in India's
development, heralding stability, growth, and a
pragmatic approach unswayed by populism, 'Nyay'
seeks to offer a progressive alternative to the BJP's
vision.”

At this juncture, India stands at a crossroads where the
dichotomy between 'Sankalp’ and 'Nyay' transcends
mere manifesto promises; it delineates divergent visions
for the nation's future.

While the BJP charts a course towards a Viksit
Bharat (Developed India), the Congress champions a
narrative of societal equity and justice.

A Battle of Ideologies
Both manifestos clearly emphasise a clash of ideologies.

The BJP's manifesto champions cultural nationalism
and Hinduism under Modi's leadership, presenting a
rehashed narrative with a 'Modi ki guarantee' stamp.
While it touts having a pragmatic approach, the essence
of a diverse, progressive, and secular India finds
resonance in Congress's 'Nyay' as a pivotal ideology.
Without a vision of justice, the pledge of 'Sankalp' falls
short of upholding the inclusive idea of Bharat.

The ideological chasm between these manifestos is
deliberate and profound:

“The BJP's manifesto envisions a resurgent Bharat
- self-assured and assertive - drawing from
the triumphs of its storied past. Conversely, the
Congress manifesto echoes a clarion call for change,
outlining a blueprint for an India where justice isn't
just an aspiration but a tangible reality for every
citizen across ranks.’

No mention of NRC, Higher MSPs: BJP's Strategic
Strokes

The BJP’s 2024 manifesto shifts focus from contentious
issues like the National Register of Citizens (NRC),
Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA), and Article 370 to
development goals, including the gradual removal of
The Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act, (AFSPA) in the
Northeast and extending the free ration scheme to 2029.

This strategic move aims to widen its appeal across
the Eastern and Northeastern states. The manifesto
now targets the middle class which was previously
overlooked by promoting high-value job creation via
startups in smaller cities and proposing large-scale
infrastructure projects such as Vande Bharat and bullet
trains as well as electric vehicle initiatives.

For the agricultural sector, the narrative changes
from income doubling to providing better support
through higher Minimum Support Price (MSP),
crop diversification incentives, and cohesive farm
infrastructure.

“The manifesto omits specific economic growth
targets, diverging from past projections of
India’s economic ascent. Culturally, it promotes
international recognition of Ayodhya and Ramayan
festivals, celebrates Tamil poet Thiruvalluvar,
and seeks to elevate Ayurveda and yoga to global
standards.”

Similarly, the Congress's 2024 manifesto represents
a notable evolution from its 2019 predecessor. The
updated manifesto shifts towards 'Paanch Nyay' - five
pillars of justice encompassing youth, women, farmers,
labourers, and equitable resource distribution.

It pledges to fill nearly 3 million government vacancies
and proposes a constitutional amendment to uplift
the reservation cap. In contrast, the 2019 manifesto
emphasised job creation, relief for farmers' loans, and a
separate 'Kisan Budget'.

The latest manifesto also includes a commitment to
conduct a nationwide socio-economic and caste census.

Youth at the Forefront

As the 2024 Lok Sabha elections approach, India's youth
take centre stage in the electoral agendas of the major
political parties.

The BJP's manifesto focuses on fortifying academic
integrity, tackling paper leaks, and promptly filling
government vacancies. It envisions India as a global
manufacturing and startup hub with initiatives like
Mudra promoting entrepreneurship.

In contrast, the Congress manifesto introduces the "Yuva
Nyay' programme to combat unemployment, offering
practical training through the Right to Apprenticeship
Act for diploma-holders and graduates under 25. It
pledges to fill 30 lakh central government vacancies,
revitalise the public sector, and provide one-time
relief for students affected by the COVID pandemic's
disruptions.

As young voters ponder these visions, their choices will
not only shape their own future but also the trajectory
of the nation.

Women-Centric Measures

In the arena of electoral politics, the manifestos of the
BJP and Congress unfold as banners of promises to
India's women who wield significant influence with
their 47.1 crore-strong presence.

The BJP's manifesto is a mosaic of empowerment,
aiming to transform rural women into 'Lakhpati Didis'
and to provide them with robust health services to
combat diseases like cervical cancer. It also vows to
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elevate women to seats of power in Parliament and state
legislatures.

Contrasting this, Congress presents the 'Mahalakshmi
scheme', offering Rs 1 lakh to impoverished families
and pledging half of central government jobs for Indian
daughters alongside a promise to double hostels for
nurturing women's aspirations at the district level.

“The BJP's manifesto champions self-reliance and
progress through participation, while the Congress
extends a safety net of social security”.

The former focuses on systemic change and equality in
representation while the latter prioritises immediate
upliftment and inclusive support.

In this ideological duel, the BJP envisions progressive
change through opportunity, while Congress leans
towards immediate assistance and entitlement.

As women voters take centre stage in shaping India's
future, their choice between self-made empowerment
and assured support will not only impact the political
landscape but also shape the evolution of society itself.

Contrasting Economic and Agricultural Vision

In the unfolding narrative of India's economic trajectory,
the BJP and Congress manifestos for 2024 carve out
distinct pathways, each presenting divergent strategies
for economic development and farmers' welfare.

The BJP's vision positions India as a formidable global
economic power, prioritising low inflation, robust
growth, and heightened employment opportunities.
It pledges support for taxpayers and endeavours to
enhance the PM Fasal Bima Yojana through technological
upgrades for efficient claims processing and grievance

arl Marx was born in 5" May 1818 in Trier,
Kf‘russia; he was the oldest surviving boy in a
amily of nine children. Both of his parents were
Jewish, and descended from a long line of rabbis, but
his father, a lawyer, converted to Lutheranism in 1816
due to contemporary laws barring Jews from higher

society. Young Karl was baptized in the same church at
the age of 6, but later became an atheist.

As a university student, Karl Marx joined a movement
known as the Young Hegelians, who strongly criticized
the political and cultural establishments of the day.

resolution, alongside periodic adjustments to the MSP
for crops.

On the other hand, the Congress manifesto charts an
ambitious course, aiming to double India's GDP within
a decade. It advocates for legislation safeguarding the
rights and social security of gigand unorganised workers,
promoting free trade while adhering to international
commerce norms.

For farmers, Congress proposes a legal MSP guarantee
in line with the Swaminathan Commission's
recommendations and plans to establish a Permanent
Commission on Agricultural Finance for monitoring
credit and addressing loan-related challenges.

“The BJP's economic blueprint focuses on bolstering
India’s global market standing with a keen focus on
manufacturing and technological advancements.”

Finally, both the manifestos cater to their core
constituencies while addressing broader economic and
agrarian concerns. The BJP's strategy leans towards a
top-down approach, banking on large-scale projects and
international competitiveness for economic ascendancy.

In contrast, the Congress advocates for a bottom-up
approach, prioritising social welfare and grassroots
economic reforms. These contrasting visions underscore
the ideological divergence between the two parties, each
presenting a unique narrative on India's path towards a
prosperous future.

(Source: The Quint.com - The author, a columnist and
research scholar, teaches journalism at St. Xavier's
College (autonomous), Kolkata. This is an opinion piece
and the views expressed above are the author’s own.)

Did you know? The 1917 Russian Revolution, which
overthrew three centuries of tsarist rule, had its roots
in Marxist beliefs. The revolution’s leader, Vladimir
Lenin, built his new proletarian government based
on his interpretation of Marxist thought, turning Karl
Marx into an internationally famous figure more than
30 years after his death.

He became a journalist, and the radical nature of

his writings would eventually get him expelled by
the governments of Germany, France and Belgium.
In 1848, Marx and fellow German thinker Friedrich
Engels published “The Communist Manifesto,” which
introduced their concept of socialism as a natural
result of the conflicts inherent in the capitalist system.
Marx later moved to London, where he would live
for the rest of his life. In 1867, he published the first
volume of “Capital” (Das Kapital), in which he laid out
his vision of capitalism and its inevitable tendencies
toward self-destruction, and took part in a growing
international workers’ movement based on his
revolutionary theories.

'Revolutionary Socialist'

KARL MARX

Birthday: MAY 5 (1818)
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Where does this bus go?

The Tamil Nadu government’s free bus ride scheme for women has helped to
remove barriers for them to travel. It has emerged as a truly social inclusive
mission. But those implementing the scheme will have to pay attention to the
demands of the beneficiaries

Most of the women are positive about the scheme,
which helped them save money and created a situation conducive to travel.
A scene in Chennai. | Photo Credit: M. VEDHAN

he free bus travel scheme for women, Vidiyal
Payanam, launched by the DMK government,
has become a subject of research. Organisations
have done a SWOT analysis of the scheme that
was announced immediately after the DMK, led by
M.K. Stalin, entered office in March 2021. Punjab also
implemented free bus travel for women atthe same time,
while Delhi has had it since October 2019. Karnataka
and Telangana provide women with similar concessions.

Through the scheme, the Tamil Nadu government has
aimed at two important goals: earning the goodwill
of women, and saving the seven State Transport
Corporations (STCs), including the Metropolitan
Transport Corporation (MTC), from going bankrupt.

As the country came out of the COVID-19 lockdown,
commuters’ confidence in public transport was at its

lowest. As transport corporations struggled to stay
afloat after the pandemic, the subsidy given under the
scheme has helped them avoid bankruptcy.

Extended to third gender

The free bus travel was extended to the third gender
on a request from the community. The Consumer and
Civic Action Group (CAG) assessed the implementation
of the social welfare measure. The report was recently
released by MTC Managing Director Alby John.

A senior official of the Transport Department said
nearly 440 crore women passengers had been ferried
by the seven corporations (MTC, Villupuram, Salem,
Coimbatore, Kumbakonam, Madurai, and Tirunelveli)
since the launch of the scheme in July 2021 till March
18, 2024. In the financial year 2023-24, 178 crore
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women travelled free under the scheme. The number
of passengers, particularly women, has increased to 51
lakh a day in the 2023-24 fiscal from the earlier average
of 45 lakh women a day.

Of the total of nearly 440 crore beneficiaries, the MTC
carried 88.50 crore passengers, the highest. It was
followed by the Kumbakonam STC with 80.75 crore,
and Coimbatore STC with 65.40 crore passengers. The
Villupuram STC carried 58.90 crore, Madurai 52.75 crore,
Salem 51.20 crore, and Tirunelveli 42 crore. Among the
happiest beneficiaries are the women in hilly areas: a
total of 8.78 lakh of these women have used this scheme
on the ghat routes, thus making monthly savings.

Over 3,000 women interviewed

The study report called ‘Fair Fares: Towards gender-
inclusive publictransport’ undertookasurveyinthe State
with more than 3,000 women (in Chennai, Coimbatore,
Salem, Thiruvarur, Tirunelveli and Tiruvannamalai) to
understand the effective implementation of the scheme
and the savings made by the women. The study found
that, on an average, 80 % of the women interviewed
saved Rs. 400 per month and the remaining, Rs. 601 to
Rs. 800 per month. The study’s main highlight was that
free bus travel has helped in breaking the shackles for
women to move out of the house and has emerged as a
truly social inclusive mission.

K. Sowmya, Research scholar of CAG, who did the survey
along with a few others said it was mainly carried
out across cross sections of women using the public
transport daily to find the impact of the free bus travel
in their daily life. Ms. Sowmya said most of the women
were positive about the scheme which helped them save
money and created a situation whereby they could travel
out, but they also wanted the scheme to be extended to
express and deluxe services similar to the concession
passes provided to senior citizens who are allowed to
travel in any bus.

The study charts out the various categories of women
including homemakers, informal workers, self-
employed, students, employees and retired, using public
transport. Respondents also made demands to increase
the frequency of the white board (ordinary) buses as
the existing services buses are crowded, need for better
maintenance of buses, and improvement of bus crew
behaviour.

Shortage of normal services

T. Vasanthakumari, a resident of Thiruporur, who
commutes to Thiruvanmiyur daily, said the bus service
from Kelambakkam to Koyambedu (route no. 570) has
the most frequency but unfortunately it has only Deluxe
services, which is not covered under Vidiyal Payanam.
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Normally there is a shortage of white board services on
the Information technology corridor. As a result most of
the women commuters have gone ahead and purchased
the monthly pass, she added.

Transport activists, while appreciating the MTC for
operating white board services on several routes linking
to the new Kilambakkam bus terminus, said several
MTC buses have exclusive Deluxe services and it would
be helpful if the Transport department takes steps to
operate a mix of Deluxe and White Board services.

A few of the routes which have predominantly Deluxe
board services including Kelambakkam to Koyambedu
(570), Velachery to Ambattur Industrial Estate
(D70), Tambaram to Broadway (A51), High court to
Thiruninravur (71E), Triplicane to Pattabhiram (40A)
and Tambaram to Avadi via Outer Ring Road (202).

‘Allot seats in deluxe buses’

Consumer activist T. Sadagopan says that under normal
circumstances, women skip the deluxe buses on certain
routes where there is a good mix of white-board and
deluxe buses. As these deluxe buses normally have fewer
passengers and there are always some seats vacant, the
government can allot a small number of seats for women
to travel free in these buses.

A senior Transport Department official, responding
to the charge of women passengers that the transport
corporations operate a reduced number of white-board
buses, says that more than 50% of the fleet are operated
as ordinary buses. For example, of the MTC'’s fleet of
3,300 buses, 1,560 buses are being operated as ordinary
services. He says that every day, 1,350 deluxe buses, 210
women-cum-children buses, 146 small buses, and 48
air-conditioned services are operated.

The official says Chennai city alone will get 1,000 new
buses (500 electric, 250 low-floor, and 250 standard)
before the end of the year. So, the complaints about
inadequate white-board buses will come down.

Lifeline to corporations

The official also points out that the scheme has thrown
a lifeline to the transport corporations facing huge
losses and funds shortage and saved the State’s public
transport system from going bust. He says the total
subsidy given by the government, since the launch of the
scheme in March 2021, stood at 36,788 crore, with the
MTC’s share being 31,422 crore till March 2024.

Regarding the complaints about bus crews abusing the
beneficiaries, the official says stern departmental action
has been initiated and the crews have been put through
a programme to develop professional behaviour.

(Source: The Hindu 21.04.2024)




Bin 5 (1957) -
bodb GLIDME-LID — 6Ydh BIIUNT IDMMMID

- CoxT.BHITHS

May 5 (1957)
A non-violent protest for a name change

- G.Karunanidhi

QL wry Hyehs Ueer (A2B) o fewwowmery
ovfBlours gr&m g G’ iy uiev, 2 enrausd G\Bmyleney
SUOPBTL_ 1960 LATmnentiser o HGL pL_5% eubserd.
ety wimg Geuehr(RLomermeyib 2 awreuskd OB miflenev
BL_$& (LPLYULD GTGHD  [Bleweved 2 (HeuTHGweuF
spevs  Quilumg  eer @GP BBESTT.  Q)BDG
Quigiggieur semwlilers @ity Qzfelss A2B-&2
yndFenhss Goustm(Pd eter 14 Qresorig i QFuigery.
Qsng  aBors  A2B GanmiL gys@ Qe
FgTU B Cuml GL_méser Feps  QIHUSHETEIFETNE
u@al Lol L g @Qps  Beovevude  Pups  wsefld
Syewfluilest YBHTTLILT 6Tdhev LISSHSFeV 66 94T
wpestery spens Gulwimg pL_sSw wprefl LAFmoesTmer
&6U g1 60 Gumym’ L 1b Bleveray FmpLliLil L ).

@is Cumpmi i 1b GBS HBSSHLOTRT aUTEITH)
@i

SpFFluiev 18.4.1957 yeiimy snigus Homai_F HLpsh
wHHw S 1qulsy, &8 euiiiiys HRergdFAuier cm
wmoTs R YPlailiy Qeuefuf i’ 1 g).

5.5.1957
@) bQumyLh

s umiliLeTy  2ewiey (RS %Hefev
GT(LPSSIFHEET
AILG  eTETUSISTET b DL  Feers

LT TLOGRTTGT TG

Adyar Ananda Bhavan (A2B) owner Srinivasa
Raja in his interview said that only Brahmins
were running once in the food industry in
Tamil Nadu. Later, it was Thanthai Periyar
who created such an environment that
anyone could be in it. Hindutva organizations
protested against this and trended to boycott
A2B. Against this, many went to A2B hotel and
consumed food and posted photos on social
media. In this situation, the official X page of the
DMK women's wing recently commemorated
the Murali Brahmins Cafe hotel protest held by
Thanthai Periyar 66 years ago.

Here is a brief history of the struggle:

In the Central Committee of the Dravidar
Kazhagam meeting which met at Trichy on
18.4.1957, a resolution was issued as part of
the anti-caste agitation.

May 2024 -DEEVOICE



QasrL_fpg wTBe " FWTarhEHGLd, YeHBHHESGLD
shews QuUAwTg &YHb Q6cTedn GTUPBTTI. %
alpsmevuiayd OQeelleupbgss (27.4.1957).

Keridfs@ perGerm_L_omsls Quflumg euiser
Q\Fairener QYL FNWITGT T H S G LD,
PG SYsb 11pB), 27.4.57 aPso 1l Yy
Qouelui_g QFuismy.
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fov pargFewLs Fenevauisenard CFigaldh O&met(h),
BEHTFOLI GHUFGTON ST LomISBHe0T.

(1917 @)6v #Cur® BHT LGNS SDVMUTTSH HhHeOS
Quilwry QbpsCungy, FCrmige CFHThGLILDS
Ozm® @  Qobs®s  asTebui GO eTem
wrpilerTy eTetg @Q)miG GV _S55551).
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5.5.575@6r g]@@,yé;@ QUBLOTD), R DUFT 2.5FHTaf
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rioessmeir EYTININE
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The resolution was to remove the word
“Brahmin” in the canteens of Brahmins from
5.5.1957. As a prelude to the revolt, Thanthai
Periyar wrote a letter to the state ruler and
the governor. It was also published in Vishti
(27.4.1957).

As aprelude to the revolt, Periyar wrote a letter
to the rulers and the governor of Madras and
got it published in 'Vidtuthalai' on 27.4.57.

He wrote thus:

"Our aim is to establish a society devoid of caste
and religion, and it has been agreed upon that
even in the government orders, caste should
notbe indicated; With an example, he explained
that caste division is experienced in our country
as being subsumed into two categories: the
Brahmins and the non-Brahmins. While some
call themselves Kshatriyas and some Vaisyas,
the 'Brahmins' also consider them Shudras.
Knowingly or unknowingly, the government
is granting permission to run food stalls as
Brahmin hostels. Let them have it in their own
house as the seer's house. Why should the
word Brahmin be used as a sign of denigration
of others to earn money with the permission of
the government? About 25 years ago, I, along
with some municipal leaders, refused to issue
a municipal license. (It may be noted here
that in 1917 when Thanthai Periyar was the
Chairman of Erode Municipality, he changed
‘konkaparai’ Street to ‘Valluvar’ Street in
Erode).

The government and the municipality said
that [ should not interfere in it. Later, I fought
with the Railways and made them take over
the 'Brahmanal’ hotel and the 'Brahmanal’
eatery there. Therefore, I humbly submit that
if the word 'Brahman’' is removed by issuing
an urgent order to come into effect by 5.5.57,
there will be no need for a revolt as a direction
action.” Thus, Periyar concluded his letter.

Why the deletion of the word 'Brahman'?
Periyar also issued an explanatory statement
on 28.4.57 in the 'Viduthalai' paper. In the
absence of any response or action, on 5.5.57 as
planned, the protest started by choosing Murali
Brahmanal Cafe, Pycrofts Road, Tiruvallikeni,
Chennai as the site of protest.
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[f Thanthai Periyar had wished, if the comrades
had also wished, how long would it have taken
to remove that board?

But Thanthai Periyar was the one who did
not want to carry out any struggle through
violence.

He decided and announced that a peaceful
picketing would be held in front of the canteen
every day in the evening.

Thanthai Periyar himself started the crusade in
front of the hotel. Day after day, the comrades
of the Dravidar Kazhagam too went on strike.

Initially a fine of Rs 50 was imposed under
Section 41 of the City Police Act and two weeks'
imprisonment on failure to pay. A few days
later another section 71(11) was invoked and a
sentence of three weeks was imposed and then
extended to 5 weeks.

Will the black shirt guys pay the fine? They
went towards prison with smiling faces. Annai
Maniammaiyar, Kuthoosi Gurusamy and
Torpedo A.P. Janardhanam were the comrades
who went to the jail.

Members of the Dravidar Kazhagam started
flocking from all over the State. The strike
started on 5.5.1957 and ended on 2.12.1957;
1010 comrades were arrested.

Murali Brahmin cafe owner PK Venkatesan
surrendered to Thanthai Periyar at Meeran
Sakib Street, Chennai, the previous night with
a basket of mangoes as a gift. He apologized for
his mistake. Later the name Murali Brahmanal
Cafe was renamed as Murali Ideal Hotel
(22.3.1958).

Thanthai Periyar's magnanimity, the news
that the owner of Murali Cafe met him in
person and apologised. was not published in
the ‘Viduthalai’ daily. Thanthai Periyar said
that when someone met him in private and
apologized, to spread the news everywhere is
an insult to the person concerned!

The name “Murali Brahminal Café” changed
to “Murali Ideal Hotel” is an example to show
how Thanthai Periyar handled the Brahmin-
Non-Brahmin struggle without any violence.

May 2024 -@BB(VOICE



The entire world is gradually changing in many respects,
with our country as the only exception in several aspects. For
example, we have not got rid of the menace- brahminism. It has
been haunting us for centuries, still tormenting us. Even in the
countries being ruled by religious- fanatic Muhammedan Kings,
people are vigorously striving for reformations in society, but
our people in India continue to be insensitive towards their
deplorable condition. We should think over deeply and find out
the course of this irritating evil. We must probe deeply into the
hindrances to universal brotherhood.

Religions - major obstacle

Religions have always been a great hindrance to universal
brotherhood. They are still the major obstacle for equality and
humanism. Various sub- sects in each religion and multiple
languages are other factors. Besides, exclusive habitats for
people of various religions also have affected our unity.
For instance, Certain parts of the world have been largely
occupied by Christians and some by Mohammedans. Such
a compartmentalised habitation makes one group unaware
of the life conditions of the other group. How can universal
brotherhood be established if people are cut-off from one
another, divided by religions and languages? Divisions like the
Hindus, Muslims, Buddhists, Christians and Jains have become
indestructible barriers for unity and universal brotherhood.
Religions prevent even people of one country from empathising
with the people of another country. Religions are the walls of
separation and fences between people.

If all the people in the world have to be divided as per their

THOUGHTS OF PERIYAR:

Universal
Brotherhood
and the

Obstacles
ORI & Té?m
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geographical settlements and migration, it should still be only
like Americans and Europeans or the Turkish and the Afghans;
a division of similar group of people. But living divided as
dissimilar groups, as self - centred people not bothered about
the sufferings of others, nursing grudge and nourishing hatred
towards others- that is undeniably a social evil. Religions sow
the seeds for the growth of dehumanisationl.

Caste barriers

Besides religions, caste barriers have adversely affected
universal brotherhood. But there is a slight difference. In
overseas countries racial extremism alone affects unity to a
great extent. Caste barriers prevail especially in India. There
are hundreds of castes and sub castes here which have been
hindering brotherhood. The graded inequality imposed by
Manudharma has divided us all. The Upper caste supremacy
of Aryans has mercilessly discriminated people and hampered
brotherhood. The upper caste people derive most of the
benefits in society and leave the underprivileged suppressed
and degraded. How can brotherhood be established without
smashing caste barriers? Birth based disparities and the
menace of untouchability have divided people who are all of
the same soil. Lack of communal harmony among the Hindus
is caused to a great extent by multiple castes and sub-castes.
Unless racial extremism in overseas countries and the caste
system in India are annihilated and uprooted, universal
brotherhood can never be established globally.

Gradual changes abroad

Most of the countries abroad have realised the need of
brotherhood and eqality. They have begun discarding religion
and god. They are seriously bent upon crushing religious
extremism. The overseas countries are involved in reformatory
tasks to establish brotherhood. But we are lagging behind
in such progressive achievements owing to the obstacles of
religions and castes.

Christians moved their holy Bible from the Old Testament to
the New Testament, with the passing of time. The Islamists
had a lot of religion based restrictions. But these days they
are gradually giving up conventional practices imposed by
their religion. In India, there is still resistance to changes. Our
gullible people still cling to outdated codes of conduct thrust
on us by brahminist forces. How can we expect unity and
brotherhood here?

Islamists in India were highly critical of Emir and Kamal Basha
but they extended support when their rule was under threat.
The Maulanas of India raised voice in favour of Emir for the
common good of all the Mohammedans. This affinity for the
common good is not found in the Hindus.

The 3 per cent minority brahmins

As per the outdated ancient codes adapted by the Hindus,
only brahmins have the right to education and all others are
deprived. The people following the Hindu religion themselves
are not allowed to know the roots of their religion. The 3
percent minority brahmin population has been showing its
supremacy in all respects. All others are deprived of the rights
for the free- thinking, questioning and analysing what is good
or bad for them. Thus only a particular group of people have
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been enjoying all privileges for centuries. The rest of the people
in Hindu religion remain silent sufferers without raising voice
of protest. How can they expect brotherhood in society?

Three cruel restrictions:

For the untouchables, three cruel restrictions prevail-
untouchability, unapproachability and unseeability. They
cannot touch the upper caste people, go near them or even
be sighted by them. Can we dream of universal brotherhood
without eradicating these three inhuman restrictions that are

unpardonable signs of social injustice?

The low caste people were compelled to carry on their
traditional occupation. The children of washermen , potters,
blacksmiths and barbers had to follow the same profession of
their forefathers. One can never find such an atrocity in any
other country in the world. How can we expect equality in such
a society and if there is such horrible inequality here, how can
we even think of brotherhood?

Brahminist atrocities

This minority group has been hood-winking all other people
by making them believe in hundreds of gods and goddesses
and worship them. This worship was a source of income
for brahmin priests in temples. Added to this, numerous
mythologies and scriptures were fabricated to take the gullible
people for a ride. Marriages were conducted for the idols of
gods and the ignorant people paid brahmin priests for all such
rituals. This has not changed even today. Our downtrodden
people shamelessly continue serving the 3 percent minority as
if they were born only to serve the brahmins.

Protesters punished

Centuries ago, even the kings ruling serveral empires used
to punish the low caste people if they protested against the
atrocities of brahmins. The Kings themselves offered free land
as gifts to brahmins. The untouchables who refused to obey
brahmin landlords were punished by the kings. People of
other castes who refused to believe in gods were labelled as
“atheists” and were punished by the kings. The voices of the
marginalised people were stifled brutally. Books full of codes
of conduct, such as ‘Manusmriti’ were imposed as books of
laws. The 3 percent brahmins reign supreme even today as
an unquestionable authority. Is brotherhood possible in such
a society? Leave alone the ‘Universe’ -brotherhood is a dream
even on a national and state-level.

Varnasrama Dharma

The so called ‘Varnasrama Dharma’ continues to be a fabric
of codes spun by the Aryan Supremacy. The saivities and the
‘Manusmiriti’ are other obstacles for us.

The Sanatan codes crush our people under their heels like a
wild monster. All these stumbling blocks are to be removed
if we are serious about establishing brotherhood. But our
political leaders and the people ruling the country continue
to remain as silent spectators. They are preventing social
reformations. Scholars and eminent academicians should
take the initiative to curb all sorts of social injustice. Until it
happens, our independence is meaningless and our country
itself would be devoid of self respect.
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Awareness - the dire need

No one can help the suppressed people if they are not willing
to help themselves. [ mean to say that they need an awareness.
They must realise their deplorable condition and arise. The
first step is to uproot the caste supremacy of the 3 percent
minority brahmins. That would pave the way for integration
and brotherhood in our society.

(‘Kudi Arasu’ Editiorial — 14th April 1929)
Translation in English: M.R. Manohar,

Hindi: Ravindra Ram
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'Pioneer of Dravidian Linguist'

Bishop Robert Caldwell
Birthday: MAY 7 (1814)

Bronze statue

of Bishop
Caldwell

erected in

1968 on the

&% Marina beach,
& Chennai. It is
one of eight
statues of
distinguished
Tamil scholars
commissioned

by the Dravida

J Munnetra
Kazhagam
(DMK).

ishop Robert Caldwell (1814 -1891) was an orientalist who

pioneered the study of the Dravidian languages with his influential

work “Comparative Grammar of Dravidian Languages” (1856;
revised edition 1875) &gmel  Qurseflen @losseamrd. Robert
Caldwell was born on May 7,1814 to Scottish parents. Initially self-taught
and deeply religious, young Caldwell graduated from the university
of Glasgow and was fascinated by the comparative study of languages.
At 24, Caldwell arrived in Madras on January 8, 1838 as a missionary
of the London Missionary Society and later joined the Society for the
Propagation of the Gospel Mission (SPG). Caldwell realised that he had to
be proficient in Tamil to preach to the masses and he began a systematic
study of the language.

He proposed that the South Indian languages of Telugu, Tamil, Malayalam,
and Kannada formed a separate language family, which he named the
Dravidian languages, affirming their antiquity and literary history, and
their independence from Sanskrit and the Indo-Aryan languages. He
speculated that speakers of the proto-Dravidian language entered India
from the northwest. Thomas Trautmann writes of this book: "Caldwell
showed the full extent of the Dravidian family, and demonstrated the
relations among the languages in a richness of detail that has made
it a classic work, still in print. The real significance of what Caldwell
accomplished was not the first conception of the Dravidian family, but the
consolidation of the proof."

Caldwell served as the Bishop of Tirunelveli (along with Bishop Sargent)
and did much original research on the history of Tirunelveli.

Caldwell's mission lasted more than fifty years.His influential position in
both Indian and English society, gave a vital stimulus to the revival of the
Tamil people and the growth of the Non-Brahmin movement, which has
been so marked a feature of the intervening years in South India.
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GREETINGS TO EXECUTIVES

BY OFFICE-BEARERS OF UNION BANK OBC
ASSOCIATION, TAMIL NADU

- LA
R.Muthu Rathinam, DGM M.Jeyakumar & Manik Lal Gandhi R.Devaraj, DGM
RH, Chennai North DRHs, RO, Chennai North Dy.ZH, Chennai Zone

M.Chelladurai, DGM M.Chelladurai, DGM Ms.T.Jayanthi, AGM
RH, Tiruppur RH, Tiruppur (Tirupppur br)

e~

Ms.S.S.Lavanya, DGM D.Muruganandam, AGM Rajkumar, AGM
RH, Coimbatore Dy.RH, RO Coimbatore Dy.RH, RO, Coimbatore

P.M.Senthil Kumar Ms.Sashikala Sundaresan Ms.Kala Sivakumar
RH, Salem Dy.RH, RO, Salem Dy.RH, RO, Salem

OEEVOICE - May 2024 (19)



f.) Union Bank N¢@

of India e
A Government of India Undertaking

MOBILE BANKING
SUPER APP

1 | _ % ;‘- 4 I

4 g,?' !
’f"\ﬁf‘); ,

I EMPOWERING &

® WOMEN

‘EMPOWERING THE

NATION

Un:onNar > s

shakti,

Scan to apply

Scheme Features:

Eligibility: \ Purpose/Facility: Quantum: \
« AllWomen owned and managed « Term loan for purchase/ + Minimum with: ¥ 2 lakh
MSMEs (i.e., share capital of construction/ renovation of « Maximum with: ¥ 10 crore
minimum 51% with Women) business premises/purchase (X 20 lakh for SHGs)
SHGs having Udyam registration of plant & machinery

g g Collateral Security:
g CC for Working Capital
Margin: requirementsg o « Nil for limits up to ¥ 5 crore

5% for limits up to< 1 crore with CGTMSE coverage
+ 15% for limits above X 1 crore Charges: Hybrid model of CGTMSE
ROI: « Nil processing charges for limits with collateral of 25% for the
up to ¥ 2 crore and 50% concession portion uncovered under
in applicable processing charges CGTMSE for limits above
above¥ 2 crore X 5 crore

- Attractive rate of interest

For more details, please visit nearest Union Bank of India Branch/MSME Loan Point

(Toll Free No.) 1800 208 2244 / 1800 425 1515 / 1800 425 3555 | @ 9666606060 | www.unionbankofindia.co.in
ﬂ @unionbankofindia ® @UnionBankTweets @ unionbankinsta ({Z) @UnionBankoflndiaUtube @ @unionbankofindia @ @unionbankinsta

May 2024 -@BEVOICE



