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All India General Insurance OBC Employees Forum
(New India Assurance) General Body Meeting at Coimbatore - 18.5.2024
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The General Body meeting of the AIGI OBC Employees Forum was conducted on 18th May 2024 at Coimbatore.
A Kittuswamy, Chief Regional Manager, NIA, Coimbatore RO, S. Prabakaran, Regional Manager, RO, Madurai, G.Karunanidhy
Gen Secretary AIOBC Employees Federation and office bearers of AIGIOBCEF addressed the general body meeting and
greeted S.Alagesan (Gen.Secretary) on the eve of his retirement from the services of New India Assurance Co. on 31.5.2024.
The general body unanimously elected new Office-bearers: P E Sudhir Kumar, (Chennai) as President, R.Karthikeyan,
(Coimbatore) as Secretary General, Sanjay Jadhav (Mumbai) as Working President, B.Vignesh (Chennai) as Treasurer and
other office-bearers and CC members.

DONATION
AIGIC OBC Employees
Forum donated a sum of
Rs. 10,000
to OBC VOICE.
The Cheque was presented by

S.ALAGESAN

(Gen Secretary)
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DOES ‘NEET’
ENSURE MERIT?

NEET was introduced at first as an exclusive filter to ensure that only
meritorious students seeking medical seats get admission into medical
colleges as well as end the practice of collecting capitation fees, which stoked
up corruption. However, it assumes that all aspirants are competing from the
same position and with the same constraints.

Tamil Nadu government released the 165-page report of a nine-member
committee, headed by retired High Court judge Justice A.K. Rajan. that has made
a case against entrance tests such as NEET (National Eligibility cum Entrance
Test).

The findings of the report states that NEET is far from being such a holistic test
and that there are instances of students with poor ranks managing to get seats
in private medical colleges. A whiff of corruption and scandal was also smelt.

Reports coming in from several states in the recent years confirm that large
scale malpractices occur in many centres, placing a question-mark on the
‘merit’ of this NEET.

Recently, a criminal case was registered against a school teacher in Godhra in
Gujarat's Panchmahal district and two others for their alleged involvement
in trying to help six candidates appearing for the NEET-UG competitive exam
by promising to solve their papers for a sum of Rs 10 lakh each. The police
said that as per an understanding between the accused and some NEET-UG
(National Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test (Undergraduate) aspirants, the latter
were asked to leave blank space for the questions the answers for which they
did not know. The answers of these questions were to be written once the
papers were collected after the exam. The Police stated quoting the FIR.

Fourteen ‘signed cheques’ recovered from the Vadodara office of an immigration
agency have set the Panchmahal district police on the trail of aspirants who had
approached the three arrested for alleged ‘malpractice’ during NEET exam in
Godhra.

A report that was published in Times of India stated, With no cut-off for
individual subjects - physics, chemistry and biology—in the NEET entrance
exam, at least 400 students with single-digit marks in physics and chemistry
and 110 students with zero or negative marks in them have been admitted for
MBBS in 2017, mostly in private colleges. This raises a question. If getting zero
in these subjects doesn’t make a person ineligible for admission, why bother
to test in that subject at all? Rich youths with abysmal marks get into medical
course.

The reason that NEET will ensure Merit and end corruption has totally been
exposed now.

Another interesting story is about the word ‘Merit. Recently, Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi was seen in a recent video trying to explain the concept of merit,
reservation and affirmative action to several people through a story.

Rahul in the video narrates a story from Latin America to highlight the concept
of merit. "In America, just as we have the IITs here, the SAT exam is considered
to be prestigious. There, the whites, the blacks and people of Spanish origin
take the exam. However, the blacks and the Spanish origin people are not
considered to be good at taking the exam. The whites excel at it. However, one
day, a professor suggested that let the blacks set the paper and whites write the
exam. You know what happened? All the whites failed in the exam!"

"Who excels in an exam depends on who is sitting at the top," Rahul says in the
video. H
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ruled States, are fighting against the present

regime of ‘over-centralisation of authority’, a
visionary leader from the South made the strongest case
for state autonomy in a federal set-up. He is none other
than Muthamizh Arignar Dr.Kalaignar, five decades ago,
voiced for the rights of the States and brought the matter
before the national stage.

g- t a time when the States, particularly opposition-

After the untimely demise of Perarignar Anna
(Dr.C.N.Annadurai), Dr.Kalaignar Karunanidhi assumed
Chief Ministership of Tamil Nadu, visited Delhi in March
1969. At the airport, more than fifty journalists pelted
the leader with questions. "What is the purpose of your
visit to Delhi?" a journalist asked. “All the powers for
the states are concentrated in Delhi. The purpose of my

journey is to restore it," replied Dr.Kalaignar. He also
informed the reporters that his government will set up
an expert panel to look into the Centre-State relationship
and find out what powers should be given to the states.

Speaking in the Legislative Assembly on 19th August
1969, the then Chief Minister Dr.Kalaignar Karunanidhi
announced that a committee would be appointed to
study and report on amendments to the Constitution
necessary for states to gain autonomy.

Accordingly, on September 22, 1969 the Government
of Tamil Nadu appointed Dr. PV. Rajamannar as the
Chairman of the Committee with Dr. A. Lakshmanaswamy
(Mudaliar) and P. Chandra (Reddy) as members.

Following this, in February 1970, in the DMK conference
held in Trichy to commemorate the memory of Arignar
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Anna, he gave India the lofty philosophy of "autonomy in
the state, federalism at the center" (wmfleogled swm 4,
w550 FalLmd).

Dr.Rajamannar Committee presented its report in March
1971. After receiving a copy of the report, the then
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi, in her reply in June 1971,
said that the Administrative Reforms Commission (ARC)
too went into the question and its report was under
consideration of her government. She, however, assured
Karunanidhi that her regime intended to consult all the
Chief Ministers on the matter.

On 10th April 1974, Dr.Kalaignar proposed aresolutionin
the Legislative Assembly based on the recommendations
in the report. The state autonomy resolution was passed
with the support of 161 members.

The major recommendations made by the Rajamannar
Committeeincludedincreasingthe powersand autonomy
of the state governments, reducing the discretionary
powers of the Centre, setting up a permanent inter-state
council to resolve disputes, and enhancing the financial
resources of the states.

Theimpact ofthe Rajamannar Committee on center-state
relations in India was limited as the recommendations of
the committee were not implemented in their entirety.
However, the committee's report provided valuable
insights into the challenges of federalism in India and
influenced subsequent discussions on center-state
relations.

Subsequently, Dr.Kalaignar presided over the state
autonomy conference in Chennai with the aim of
spreading the principle of state autonomy. Eminent
Leaders Thanthai Periyar, Quaid-E-Millath, the then
West Bengal Chief Minister Ajay Mukherjee, Pranab
Mukherjee, who later became the President of India,
Socialist leader Arangil Siridharan, S.M. Krishna and
members of Parliament from various parties attended
the conference and stressed the importance of state
autonomy.

Next, the Inter-state council was formed after VP
Singh became the Prime Minister. Working tirelessly to
commemorate Anna's dream, when leader Dr.Kalaignar
came to power for the fifth term, in the Governor's
speech in the Legislative Assembly in 2007, it was
informed that the DMK government would continue
to make efforts to bring about state autonomy. Then in
2009 during Anna centenary celebrations organized by
the DMK, Dr.Kalaignar pledged to continue to fight to
fulfill the ideal of state autonomy:.

Even as the Opposition leader, M.K.Stalin wrote a letter
in March 2018 to Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
the Chief Ministers of 10 states warning that certain
decisions being made unilaterally by the Fifteenth
Finance Commission (XVFC) of Govt. of India would
end up in penalising some states for bringing their
population under control, while giving more aids to the
states that had failed to achieve this. He urged the Prime
Minister to immediately give up this undemocratic bias
and to frame the new Terms of Reference in consultation
with all the States and the GST Council. This will be

the only way to ensure that profound injustice will not
be perpetrated upon our States in the manner of the
devolution of taxes, which will almost certainly lead to
grave discontent and unrest amongst those wronged by
such actions.

On 21st Jan 2024, at the Conference of the DMK Youth
Wing, a resolution was passed as under:

“In 1969, for the first time in India, the then Chief
Minister, Muthamizh Arignar Dr.Kalaignar, set up a
committee headed by Justice PV. Rajamannar, with the
aim of making the state governments strong if India,
which is a union of states, wants to move towards a
true federalism. He took its recommendations and
made suggestions and passed the State Autonomy
Resolution in the Tamil Nadu Assembly in 1974.
Following this, the voice for state autonomy is being
heard in many states of India. A federally wedded
Indian Union Government and autonomous state
governments will strengthen democracy. In order
to destroy concentration of power and advance
decentralization of power, this conference, considering
the present situation, decides to strengthen the power
of the state governments based on the resolution
of State Autonomy passed by Muthamizh Arignar
Dr.Kalaignar’.

Speaking on this occasion, DMK President M.K.Stalin,
recalled the resolution passed in Tamil Nadu State
Assembly in 1974 and the slogan of "autonomy in the
state, federalism at the center” coined by Dr.Kalaignar.
He said “After the victory in the upcoming parliamentary
elections, that slogan is going to become the slogan of
India! The incoming coalition government of India -
will focus on trying to create a better constitution that
provides states' rights!”

The election manifesto (2024) of DMK promises, the
Constitution of India will be amended so that the states
get real autonomy:.

The national party Indian National Congress in its 2024
election manifesto, under the heading Federalism,
describes “Federalism is the foundational principle of
‘India is a Union of States’ India’s fabric of federalism
stitched together by mutual trust between the Union and
States has been systematically destroyed by the BJP/NDA
government. Congress affirms its belief that India cannot
be administered by the central government alone. In
most matters concerning the daily lives of the people, it
is the state government that is close to the people and, in
some matters, it is the local government (panchayats or
municipality) that is closer to the people.”. The manifesto
has put forth 12 steps to bring about Federalism to
reality.

Itis quite welcoming that the new leadership of Congress
party has transcended far ahead from its earlier position
as regards Centre-State relations and social justice.

As we celebrate the Centenary of the iconic leader
Dr.Kalaignar M.Karunanidhi, the time has ripened to
achieve his life long mission of a real federal set up in
India.

Long Live Dr.Kalaignar
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150" Birth Anniversary of
Chhatrapati Shahu Maharaj

pioneer of social equality,
women empowerment

- G.Karunanidhy

une 26, 2024 is the 150th birth anniversary of Chhatrapati Shahu Maharaj, a
great social revolutionary and also the ruler of Kolhapur, whose government was
perhaps the first to implement caste-based reservations, not just in education
t across all Government agencies. His government, working on ideas of Mahatma

Phule, was also one of the first known to make education Free and Compulsory for
All

Shahu Maharaj was born on 26 June 1874 as Yeshwantrao Ghatge, as the eldest son
of Appasaheb Ghatge and wife Radhabai of Kagal. Anandibai, the widow of Raja
Shivaji [V of Kolhapur, adopted him in in March 1884. When he reached the age of 20,

he was crowned king (the year 1894) and assumed the name and title Chhatrapati
Shahuji Maharaj.

During his reign, he had many bitter experiences of discrimination. In
/1, November 1899, he had a direct face-off with the caste system. While he
. : went for a holy bath at Panchganga, Narayana Bhat, a Brahmin priest,
"".;N"\‘ \ recited the Puranokta Mantra instead of Vedokta Mantra, indicating
_ that Shahu Maharaj was a non-brahmin. According to the Brahmins,
Vedokta mantras were pure and auspicious, hence meant only
for Brahmins. Puranokta mantras were inauspicious
and impure and were thus reserved for the shudras.
When this happened, Shahu Maharaj was shocked to see
that he was being considered a shudra despite being
a king. He felt that the Brahmin had insulted not only
i1 him but the throne founded by Chhatrapati Shivaji
@ Maharaj himself. This then led him to reflect on the
plight of people from the Bahujan Samaj. From then on,
Shahu Maharaj decided that no religious rituals in his
state would be performed by Brahmins. He launched
training programs in his kingdom to train priests from
each community, who would perform religious rituals
for their respective communities.

During his reign, the Kolhapur organization had the
largest expenditure for primary education. Before
M getting independence, Shahu Maharaj made primary
education compulsory and free. On September 8,
1917 CE, he promulgated a charter to make primary
education free and compulsory for all children in
Kolhapur, after a talk with the British government.
Apart from this, parents of children whose children
will not attend school were also fined Re.1. He had
enacted such a law.

He was not a patron of education alone. He backed
sports too. Wrestling was one of his favourite sports and
he patronised the sport throughout his rule.
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He was the first to implement caste-based reservation
in the modern era of India meant to benefit and uplift
the downtrodden, so-called Dalit communities. On 26
July 1902, he implemented 50% reservations for Dalits
and other backward communities (OBCs) in educational
institutions and in government jobs in his princely state.
He declared 50% reservations from which only four
castes were excluded: 1) Brahmin 2) Shenvi 3) Prabhu
and 4) Parsi. All other castes except these were declared
as constituting the Bahujan Samaj.

Shahu Maharaj had surveyed the employment records
in his state, realizing that out of 71 employees in high
positions, 60 were Brahmins and only 11 were Bahujans.
Similarly, in the private sector, 44 of 52 employees were
Brahmins and only 7 were from the Bahujan Samaj. He
announced 50% reservations for all of Bahujan Samaj in
order to remove the imbalance in his administration.

Many protested against this revolutionary decision of
Chhatrapati Shahu Maharaj — Justice Mahadev Govind
Ranade (who was, ironically, opposed to social justice),
Raghunath Vyankajya Sabnis, Gopal Krishna Gokhale,
SHM Paranjpe, Narhari Chintaman Kelkar, Dadasaheb
Khaparde, Bal Gangadhar Tilak and Adv Ganpatrao
Abhyankar. All were Brahmins. The Brahmins were
not merely opposed to caste reservations, but they
also fiercely hated it. Even today, this mentality has not
changed.

When Chhatrapati Shahu Maharaj first applied
reservations in his state, how did Bal Gangadhar
Tilak protest? “What are these Teli, Tamboli and
Kunabati going to do in the Parliament, plough the
fields?!”, Tilak said on February 14, 1918, at a public
meeting in Athani (a town thatlies between Maharashtra
and Belgaum). Later, he again held a public meeting at
Pandharpur and protested against the reservations. In
the meeting when Tilak invited one to speak, the person
came to the stage said, “Tilak Maharaj is right. We
have been washing clothes for all these years, what else
can we do? What will we do in the Parliament, indeed?
Tilak Maharaj, do one thing, make us all Brahmins and
then we will all go to Parliament.” The person was none
other than Sant Gadge Maharaj - an anti-caste social
reformer, and Sant, from Vidarbha.

It is widely known that Sahu Maharaj encouraged Dr
BR Ambedkar to not only educate himself but also
the other members of the downtrodden. He funded a
newspaper named ‘Mooknayak’ (the silent hero) that Dr
BR Ambedkar founded on 31 January 1921 by donating
a sum of Rs 2500 (a princely sum in those days) towards
its expenses.

Shahu Maharaj introduced several scholarships for poor
yet meritorious students from backward castes. He also
initiated compulsory free primary education for all in
his state.

Woman Empowerment:

As a King, as an administrator and as a human being,
Shahuji Maharaj was way ahead of his contemporaries
and the era that he lived in. He encouraged uplift of the
status of women and established schools to educate
women. He shared the views of Mahatma Jyotiba Phule,
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the social reformer who practised what he preached.
Shahuji legalised widow remarriage in 1917 and
made efforts towards stopping child marriage. He also
worked hard to erase caste-barriers and encouraged
inter-caste marriages. He also abolished the Devadasi
pratha/system wherein a girl or woman was sacrificed
to a temple and was not allowed to have the social and
personal life as others.

Introduced law to minimize the gap between
religions and castes

In the era of Shahu Maharaj, society did not accept
marriages between different castes or religions.
Girls who wanted to marry outside their caste or
religion faced severe criticism. To address this,
Shahu Maharaj introduced a law that legally allowed
the registration of such marriages. However, the law
stipulated that the bride must be at least 14 years old
and the groom at least 18 years old. He enacted the law
on July 12, 1919, a time when child marriages were
common.

Contributed to the work of Mahatma Phule

The teachings of the Mahatma Phule greatly inspired
Shahu Maharaj. So, after Phule passed away he carried
out further education mission of Phule. He took action
on subjects like primary education and untouchability.
He also aimed to free his subjects from the control of
Brahmin priests and dismantle the Brahmin bureaucracy.
He encouraged youngsters in sports like wrestling, which
is called as “Kushti” in Marathi language. He organized
many Kushti competitions during his lifetime. He not
only encouraged wrestlers for sport, but also supported
them whenever needed.

Ban on unjust customs

Shahu Maharaj had created a law, according to which,
untouchability was forbidden in public places. He
provided shelter to the nomadic tribes. In the year
1918, there was a traditionally functional twelve-caste
(Bara-Balutedar) system. Shahuji stopped this method
in every region. Shahuji banned the oppressive practice
of Devdasi in 1920. He declared in his kingdom that
nobody would follow these types of practices.

Title by Kurmi Kshatriya Sabha entitled him as
Rajarishi

In 1919, the Kurmi Kshatriya Sabha of Kanpur honored
the social work of Shahuji and conferred on him the title
of “Rajarishi.”

On May 6, 1922, he died of heart attack in Mumbai at the
age of 48.

In today’s times, when the Govt at the Centre are busy in
diluting reservations not just from education, but from
across all Government agencies, and when Education is
being more and more cornered for the rich, we take a
look back at the visions and administration of this early
20th Century Bahujan ruler

Salute to the great social revolutionary Chhatrapati
Shahu Maharaj on his 150th birth anniversary.

(Source: Material collected from Articles written by

Adv. Pradnyesh Chaitanya Sonawane,

Ashish Salunke and Padmaja Venkatraman)




Letter dated 14.05.2024 written by All India Federation of
Other Backward Classes Employees Welfare Associations to

The Secretary, Dept of Personnel and Training, Ministry of
Personnel, PG and Pensions under copy to DFS, DPE, UPSC,
SSC, UGC and Commissions: NCBC, NCSC and NCST.

10% EWS quota applicable
only for vacant posts in

General Category: Madhya Pradesh HC

based in Jabalpur, has clarified that the reservation for

economically weaker sections (EWS) is available for
10% of the general category seats and is not applicable
to the total vacant posts during government recruitment
drives. (W.P.9692 of 2021).

The court, presided over by Justice Vivek Agarwal,
made the observation in his order on April 30, 2024,
while dismissing pleas seeking reservation for more
than four posts for EWS candidates in the recruitment
of laboratory technicians in Madhya Pradesh. The court
said “the reservation for economically weaker sections of
citizens is only available in those classes which are not
covered in clause (4) of Article 16.”

In this specific case, the Madhya Pradesh Professional
Examination Board (MPPEB) had advertised 219
vacancies for laboratory technicians, with reservations
spread across various categories including Other
Backward Classes (OBCs), Scheduled Castes (SCs), and
Scheduled Tribes (STs).

The petitioners raised concerns over the allocation
of positions under the Economically Weaker Sections
(EWS) category, claiming a discrepancy in the quota
allocation. The petitioners asserted that by applying
10% EWS reservation on the total 219 vacant posts, 22
posts should have been earmarked for EWS category
but only a fraction of the designated posts, specifically
four out of an expected 22, were earmarked for EWS
candidates by the state (respondents).

In a recent ruling, the Madhya Pradesh High Court,

The contention of the petitioners was deemed
inconsistent by the High Court, with the constitutional
provision, which allocates a 10% quota for job aspirants
from economically disadvantaged backgrounds within
the general category segment. “it is evident that plain
reading of Article 16(6) leaves no iota of doubt that
reservation for economically weaker section excludes SC,
ST and OBC category,” the court observed.

The court further emphasised, "It is evident that EWS
reservation is available only for general category seats
and is not extendable to posts reserved for candidates
from OBCs, SCs, or STs.”

Furthermore, the High Court upheld the decision of
the state's Professional Examination Board (PEB) in
allocating four posts under the EWS category, deeming it
not arbitrary. The court explained, "Thus, when examined
from this perspective, then total posts available under the
unreserved category in the cadre of laboratory technician
is 34, and earmarking four posts under the EWS category
cannot be said to be arbitrary, because there could not
have been 10% reservation of the total number of posts
of219”

Consequently, the court dismissed the petition, stating
that “since earmarking of 4 posts under the EWS category
is in consonance with the constitutional provision, petition
is devoid of merit and is hereby dismissed.”

From the above judgement of High Court of Madhya
Pradesh, a copy of the judgement appended for your
ready reference, it is quite evident, that the 10% EWS
reservation are confined to general category posts and
not on total number of posts.

The High Court's ruling underscores a significant
interpretation of the EWS quota, introduced through the
103rd Constitutional Amendment Act, 2019.

This ruling highlight that EWS reservations are confined
to general category seats, ensuring that other reserved
categories are not impacted by this quota. The decision
is pivotal for future government recruitment drives
and sets a precedent for how EWS quotas should be
implemented across India.

But the recruitments done so far in many of the central
govt. departments and PSUs, for the EWS category, posts
have been earmarked by applying 10% reservation on
the total number of posts for EWS category.
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EWS quota is 10% of general seats not of total vacancies: HC

Times News NETWORK

Bhopal/Jabalpur: Mad-
hya Pradesh high court has
said that the quota forecono-
mically weaker sections
(EWS) is limited to 10% of
the general seats and not
10% of the total vacancies
for which recruitment test is

kush Mishra, Pushpedra
and others, the bench of Jus-
tice Vivek Agar-

wal said that Pro-
fessional Exami-

nation Board

(PEB) was right in
calculating the se-

ats reserved for

EWS.

ans. Their contention was

that with 10% reservation
for EWS candida-
tes, 22 posts should
have been reser-
ved for them but
only four persons
were given appo-
intment under
EWS quota.

es, 122 posts were reserved
for OBCs, 46 for SCs and 13
for STs. There were 34 gene-
ral seats. The court said that
EWS reservation is for poor
candidates from general cas-
tes, so 10% of general seats
would be reserved for them
and not 10% of the total se-
ats. The court recently held

organised. .
While dismissing a peti-
tion filed by candidates An-

The petitioners
said that PEB had adverti-
sed 219 posts of lab technici-

Though the judgement pertains to the State Govt. of
Madhya Pradesh, the principle on which the judgement
is relied upon by the Hon'ble High Court is more
important and significant and cannot be ignored by the
Union Government and all State Governments applying
10% EWS reservation.

We therefore request you to kindly take note of the
Judgement of Hon’ble High Court of M.P. and to kindly
issue guidelines / order to all Govt. departments
and PSUs including public sector banks, UGC and all
exam. conducting agencies to scrupulously follow the
implementation of EWS reservation by applying 10%
reservation from the Unreserved posts and not on total
number of posts.

During hea-
ring of the petition, the co-
urtfound that of 219 vacanci-

PEB wasright inreserving4
seats for EWS candidates
and dismissed the petition.

Further, we request you to kindly issue guideline to
rearrange the ‘post-based roster’ maintained by the
Govt. Departments / PSUs wherein they have already
recruited under EWS category by applying 10%
reservation on the total number of posts instead of
against unreserved posts and those excess posts in each
cadre allotted to EWS category has to be identified and
adjusted in future vacancies as per post-based roster.

Yours sincerely,
Sd/-
(G.Karunanidhy)
General Secretary

Mass transfer of ESI doctors quashed by CAT

Chennai bench of the Central Administrative Tribunal (CAT) on Thursday quashed the mass
transfer of doctors employed in ESI hospitals nationwide.

- M Swaminathan, judicial member of the tribunal, directed ESI to redo the transfer exercise
considering all classes of their internal transfer policy within a month.

As many as 13 doctors, appointed as associate professors at ESIC Medical College and Hospital
at KK Nagar, between 2011 and 2016, filed a case as they were transferred in May 2023
without considering their preferences or grievances regarding personal and family issues.
Cases filed before CAT that year were disposed of, prompting an appeal to the Madras high
court. Despite a directive to the ESI's transfer grievance redressal committee, they did not
receive relief and have now approached CAT again.

Senior advocate P Wilson, who appeared on behalf of the applicants, said these doctors, originally recruited for
a hospital in Chennai, had been assigned to distant states where the local language was unfamiliar, making it
difficult to treat patients.

ESIC's transfer committee argued that transfer recommendations were communicated to all applicants through
the online portal. The faculty members were appointed with an all-India transfer liability due to the expansive
nature of its institutions, and its transfer policy is an inherent right of ESI as an employer, said ARL Sundaresan,
additional solicitor-general of India.

On hearing both sides, CAT's Chennai bench observed that the grievance redressal committee had passed only a
‘cryptic’ order, which is not sustainable in law, and quashed the applicants' transfer orders and directed ESIC not
to take any disciplinary action against doctors, who sought relief from the tribunal, for not joining the transferred
place of posting.

Doctors and faculty from ESIC Medical Colleges in Bengaluru and Gulbarga had filed a similar case against their
transfers in central administrative tribunal Bengaluru, and an interim stay has been granted.

(Source: Times of India, Chennai Edition — 18.05.2024)
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LEISURE AND THE
FUTURE OF WORKIN INDIA

- Vaeyurutholibangan

rt. 43 of the Constitution of India makes it
Amandatory for the Government to ensure that all

the workers in India do have decent standard of
life and the opportunity for “full enjoyment of leisure”.
The said Article reads thus: “The State shall endeavour to
secure, by suitable legislation or economic organisation
orin any other way, to all workers, agricultural, industrial
or otherwise, work, a living wage, conditions of work
ensuring a decent standard of life and full enjoyment
of leisure and social and cultural opportunities and, in
particular, the State shall endeavour to promote cottage
industries on an individual or co-operative basis in rural
areas.”

Importance of leisure

Leisure time provides opportunity for thinking, invention
and discoveries which pave way for civilisational
advancement. Music that enthrals the soul of human
beings, poems and all the artworks born out of happy
minds are the outcome of comfortable leisure.

The Inception Report of the Global Commission on the
“Future of Work”, refers to the Philadelphia Declaration
of 1944, which recognised and stressed on the workers’
well-being, not just “physical”, but “moral” and
“intellectual” too. The extent of moral and intellectual
well-being of the workers is directly proportionate to
the extent of leisure made available to the workforce.
Happy mind that has availed itself of quality leisure time
dedicates itself whole-heartedly to the work assigned
during working hours and produces more and more.

The Government of India brought into existence
the Minimum Wages Act, 1948 on 15.03.1948, the
Employees’ State Insurance Act, 1948 on 19.04.1948
and the Factories Act, 1948 on 23.09.1948. The very
fact that these three labour welfare laws were enacted
without waiting for the Constitution to be framed would
show the significance that the leaders of independent
India had attached to the labour welfare measures. The
Factories Act ensured eight hours of work per day, i.e..,
48 hours per week. No adult worker was allowed to
work for more than 9 hours in a day subject to 48 hours
in a week.

It was only after India’s independence in 1947, the
labour in the sub-continent could heave a sigh of relief
after almost a millennium in the South and two and a
half millennium in the North. For, the Indian labour

suppressed and oppressed under the inhuman and
inhumane four-fold balkanisation called Chaturvarna
system, had not known what human rights were. As per
the law that was thrust on the labour class then, they
were called as ‘Sudras’, and were classified as ‘low-born’
(Kul-heena). The Law of Manu unequivocally declared
that the Sudras can be compelled to servile work.
Chapter VIII, Slogan 413, of the Law of Manu says, “But
a Sudra, whether bought or unbought, he may compel to
do servile work; for he was created by the Self-existent
(Svayambhu) to be the slave of a Brahmana.” The
burden of bearing the substantial cost of running the
government was shifted to the shoulders of the labour
class while the upper class, called Vysyas and Kshatriyas
relatively enjoyed the privilege of shouldering less.

Brahmins never shouldered that burden. On the other
hand, they caused laws to be made making it mandatory
for the king to worship the Brahmins after rising early
in the morning and to follow their advice. It was not
just the learned Brahmins who were to be worshipped
but also the ignorant, as a Brahmin, any Brahmin was
“a great divinity”. The Law of Manu, Chapter 7, Verse
37 says, “Let the king, after rising early in the morning,
worship Brahmanas who are well versed in the threefold
sacred science and learned (in polity) and follow their
advice.”. Chapter 9, Verse 317 complements it saying,
“A Brahmana, be he ignorant or learned, is a great
divinity, just as the fire, whether carried forth (for the
performance of a burnt oblation) or not carried forth, is
a great divinity”. That was how the Brahmins created a
political order in which they were not required to pay any
tax while the labour class was required to work for the
government without wages. “A brahmana is completely
exempted from tax or revenue. So far as craftsmen,
artisans, Sudras and all those who earn livelihood by
physical labour are concerned, they should be made to
work gratis for the king once every month.” (Page 179 -
The Cultural Glory of Ancient India: A literary overview
- Sures Chandra Banerji - 1917 - First published in India
in 2000.).

Visti - the Unpaid Labour

During the period when the fiction Ramayana was
written in the 2nd century B.C, which fact remains
confirmed from the very texts of Ramayana, as has
been recorded by R.C. Majumdar, in his article titled
‘Evolution of Religio Philosophic Culture in India' - Page
43 - The Cultural Heritage of India, Vol. IV, The Religions,
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The Ramakrishna Mission, Institute of Culture, He says,
"The first and the last Books of the Ramayana are later
additions. The bulk, consisting of Books II-VI, represents
Rama as an ideal hero. In Books I and VII, however Rama
is made an avatara or incarnation of Vishnu, and the
epic poem is transformed into a Vaishnava text. The
reference to the Greeks, Parthians, and Sakas show that
these Books cannot be earlier than the second century
B.C.....". That Ramayana of 200 BC says that there was
even a section among the Sudras who were made to work
without pay. They were called Visti, the unpaid labour.
(Page 8 - The Ramayana Polity - PC. Dharma - Bharatiya
Vidya Bhavan - Editions 1941 & 1989). A social order
was thus established by the Brahmins which allowed 24
hours leisure time for themselves and no leisure at all to
the Sudras. Brahmins were not required to do any work
for a living.

VISTI - UNPAID LABOUR

(PAGE 8 - THE RAMAYANA POLITY — P.C. DHARMA — BHARATIYA VIDYA BHAVAN —
FIRST EDITION 1941; 2° EDITION - 1989)

1182—31‘). These four Varpas were the Brahmana, the
Ksattriya, the Vaisya and the Sidra.

Influence and Prestige of the Brahmanas: The Brahmanas
were the priestly class. They had the right to learn and teach
the Vedas, and to perform and conduct sacrifices, The
Brihmanas on account of their superior-intelligence and
learning, made themselves indispensable to the Ksattriyas and

Donations galore for Brahmins

As far as the North was concerned, donation to Brahmins
was made necessary in the social life of each and every
Non-Brahmin on each and every happy or sad occasion
in his life. In the second century BC, when the Ramayana
story was written, donation to Brahmins from public
funds was highlighted and glorified. Accepting such
donations was not considered by the Brahmins as
an undignified and embarrassing act. Propagation of
Ramayana was meant to persuade the Non-Brahmins
to make donations to Brahmins. Rama was shown
to be donating a lot of wealth to the Brahmins, even
when he was in the midst of sorrow of going for exile.
"After disbursing great wealth among the Brahmins,
the two Raghavas (Rama and Lakshmana) along with
Sita, went to see their father" (Page 117 - Valmiki
Ramayana condensed in the Poet's own words by Pandit
A. M. Srinivasachariar - G.A. Natesan & Co, Madras - Sixth
Edition. For more, ref. Page 47 - Right to Priesthood by
Vaeyurutholibangan).
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After disbursing, along with Sita, great
wealth among the Brahmins, the two

Raghavas (Rama and Lakshmana) along
with Sita, went to see their father.
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Oottupura, the perfect instrument for total
leisure

The scene in the South was even more significant. People
were made to believe that donations to Brahmins would
ensure them heaven. Consequently, entire history of the
South after the 8th century AD, was full of Wills of the
rich people, to use the income from their land to set up
choultries for feeding the Brahmins. Events in Kerala
would show thatall the Brahmins were fed by templesand
there was no real need to do any cooking in their houses.
King Marthanda Verma of who ruled Travancore for 30
years from 1729 AD, established Oottupura (feeding
houses) in the temples throughout his kingdom for the
daily feed of the Brahmins. His Murajapam conducted
once in six years, “for feeding the Brahmins at a fabulous
cost” was one more step invented by the Brahmins of
that day to ensure that every Brahmin enjoyed leisure
throughout his life, without any need to any work.
This resulted in the common people of that “Gods Own
Country” being “taxed mercilessly and all the available
public revenue came to be dumped in a cellar alleged to
be situated beneath the Pagoda at Trivandrum" (Page
197 - Right of Temple Entry - P. Chidambaram Pillai:).
A sadistic “Poll Tax” had been levied and recovered by
the King Marthanda Verma at the behest of his Brahmin
minister Ramayyan, on every Eezhava and the other
suppressed class of people. And it had to be paid by those
suppressed class of people, just because they belonged
to the most suppressed class. (Ref: Page 394 - A Social
History of India - S.N. Sadasivan). This ensured complete
leisure for each and every Brahmin in the Travancore
empire, and denied time to the Labour even to think
and ponder over the issues affecting them. In regard to
Tamil Nadu, Srirangam provided the goal post for the
rest. “The wall of the outermost square (of Srirangam
temple) is about four mile in circuit. The pagoda owed its
celebrity to the supposed possession of the very image
of Vishnu which Brahma used to worship; the myriads of
pilgrims flocking to it sufficed, at one time, to maintain
40,000 Brahmins in voluptuous idleness”, said Henry
Beveridge in his book ‘A Comprehensive History of India
- Vol. I - Page 579-580, published in 1862. They saw to
it that even the least qualified among them did not go
hungry under any circumstances, but were provided
with sumptuous food under the pretext of the ceremony
called shradhdha. They had secured, thus, for themselves
alife of guaranteed idleness and the absence of necessity
to work and earn their food.

to be continued (July 2024)




On 22nd September, 1934, under the patronage of
Coimbatore Self-respect Forum, cadre Krishnasamy
married Lakshmi, following the principle of Self-respect
Marriages. The marriage was held under the Presidency
of Thanthai Periyar. He delivered a speech greeting
the couple and explaining the reformative Self-respect
Marriage Policy. The content of his speech is as follows:
My dear comrades,

the marriage of Krishnasamy and Lakshmi being held today
is called Self-respect Marriage and also Reformist Marriage.
There may be a few who are reluctant to accept the term
Self-respect Marriage. Hence, the term reformist marriage is
applied as an alternative to convince them. But [ must explain
the concept of Self-respect Marriages so that those who are
reluctant could understand it better.

Improvements Inevitable

Whether we call it self-respect or reformation, it does not
make much difference in my opinion. Bringing about a change
and improvement is reformation. Self-Respect Marriage also
implies improving the existing system of this institution. Itis a
sign of refined culture and civilization. A reform may be merely
for a change or for more comforts, advantages, necessities and
for a rationalist outlook in life. Changes and reforms are not
new to the people and the entire world.

Since the day the world emerged, there have been changes in
everything that are revealed through history as well as existing
ruins and remnants of the antique world. Similarly, we learn
from the experiences of our short life, how many changes
human society and life have undergone in various spheres
with the passing of time. Changes are all a natural process.
None of the countries, communities and commodities can
escape inevitable improvements and changes. Self-Respect
Marriage too is one such improvement. Out dated conventions
and rituals are totally avoided in it. The absence of a priest

THOUGHTS OF PERIYAR:

Significance of
Self-respect

Marriages

ORaR & f9aR:

IHCH-FFATA AT FRG F GO H g0 F3T_ Foomam
a 22 RaFaR, 1934 & HHA-GFA O & fagEl &
TN FIA U dgA & Rae w@rn g7 Faw daq§ RIr
# Jregare H FOeA g GURAK AeA-wFA Rarg aAfa
N cATEAT T §U IEA AP F Imeiate R s At @
Haue fFaT| 39d waew A Rvaaeg Be @R E-

AT T wrfE,

3T el FSUMEA AR @& & fAae A HcA-TFAmT
faars e § 3R S guRadr faw o @Ed €1 Fo @er
ITCH-FFAT f3aTg $T Asarael H FHHR aat & Hfercod &
Tha §1 SHRIT W A A Fese I & [T e & &9
& GURETE fqarg @1 recrdel HT TN W W &1 fheg A
ITCH-TFATT TAaTE 4T FTURUT 6T AT FIT & AT dith
3TESE ol 30 SBX &1 & FHS Tehl

%sﬁm-mmﬁmgw,mﬁwﬁmaﬁém
3R 61 USATl IS FEAT ol IT AIFDT Hell FUR & B
HTcA-GFAT faarg off darfesh gefa i gaferd dear & gur

&1 TarsTiaeh AT &1 IS s g, e a1 aeq Ay aRerhT
IR aRade & FaRT A&7 X TohdT| ATcA-GFAT faarg o
4 & T RehT Bl WG I35 IS WOwisi 3R HERR
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is noteworthy. People who cling to traditional systems of a a5 AR F ARY F Tea3vd, fheg AY S TS guURe
marriage may grumble and mumble over this novel mode of | ¥ 3o farver Y Ao aq—@; ey @ R ¥
wedding but their objections are all ignored and brushed aside ’ )

by social reformers like me. ki mﬁ-

Amazing advancement T 4R A @ HueT @ arer T # o seed I
Marriages that are held adhering to the old Vedic system have ar STEATT Rl ¥ 3T Tgia T Greled hld & 37TsTehol d &Y
also undergone changes. Brahmins who have been adamantly | ds7 & g feal d& Tl dTel TEPRT T AeR3IET T
clinging to that system, now a days avoid rituals covering three | §| 31§ & gdg I1d 9o W F Ahea & 3R AR & g =
to seven days. They leave home at 7 a.m., conduct marriage ina | &% aM9g< F @ @ F §IG ATH H ©F S d& O g 3T
temple, have lunch at noon and return home by 6 p.m. Chanting | STq &1 #IUR, 397 aTel AR, ATIER add, CEEE Tchrk
of hymns, monotonous rituals, sumptuous feasts, ostentatious | 3i¥ §

hospitality and lavish expenses have all gone forever. If they | a7 § & g5 &1 16172

have changed, why can’t we? FooTs BT Y AT 3N 3iufdeard & v seaa &1 _Rffes
Chennai city is notorious for blind faith and superstitions. | Sfa=t & 3R eeT 3T A @SN & fov d5F 9% F
Rich people of various castes used to make a big show of their | Jarfger TFERIE X &1 VIT Uge gidr 24Tl UX 319 §9 T eTd
status by grand scale marriages. That was then! But what do | §? daifess TARIET & 3=l Ac o & 3R 38 s
we see now? They wind up wedding events swiftly and pack | §| Tose &7 & S & gRadsT 3ideeT gl

Eory
up. Obviously, changes are endless in life. gger JNrE & T Uy & fav RO 3R qeREE
C o

S
Pilgrims used to go on foot to places like Varanasi and | eraAf qv Sger ST e o] 379 o & €12 & STl YE T
Rameswaram to invoke divine favours. People began with | fegr & Yoenfeal @ oy o9 §, 1 Hr Fair & a—fr“% ke
horse ride, moved to train travel, car ride and fly today covering | gaiR} #er $r I=C el & gas ALY O R FT o[ g T
thousands of miles in a few hours. Would they everlistentoyou | § 319 ag 3ix W CARRICEIRCIGE qiﬁv‘n W EHll

if you talk to them about Vedas and ancient scriptures? Never! | gqrqor grer 2 aifer 3197 ooy AT THFAF TR
Man used flintstones in the stone Age to ignite spark for SEIATT T A| T Tl 3 d &9es, erd, foetell acd),
fire. He moved to lamps, torches, power light, gas lightand | 3 gy 3t 3mafds [Reer & Exe) 3
advanced to electric lights, which give him the glow of a | Sgo 3o ar@r érqa; & Yh1 AT gohar &1 a7 afes A
million lamps. Can Vedic hymns and outdated scriptures | 3y @7oT 3¢ Saef # 39" g7 &

prevent man’s advancement in life? Self-Respect Marriages | fgarg Y Hersg v aiahr &1 e
too are a sign of man’s advancement. He can’t be taken for a | & @r qqa.ﬁ-” qare aAmHs geur &
ride any longer. The institution called marriage has changed | &| 3roely #if HAa1f9e SFaae g<or @ 1Y T 31T
drastically. Living together, only as long as the couple wish, is | ¢ EIE)

Col
the new life style today. Inseparable bondage has been replaced | @y g T1Y I@et H &t 1T &1 9gd IR ol f9ar g
. % . . ;

with a sort of living together. Most people live like free birds 3TSTE 9B I aRE @ © &1 qHeET dr FHAT T
without family burden. If there is incompatibility, married men | f&ufay & fJaifed & 3R v §a1 A G & Jaes &1
and women opt for divorce without inhibition. IGETZ] g T gl >
Purposeful objective

P ) ELADEU T

Respecting a man’s rationalist outlook is the basis of self- LY
respect principle. If you are forced to act against that which | #JsT & Thardl ST B TFEATT ST & IcA-TFAT &
you have perceived by reasoning it would mean to be against Ragia & g

your self-respect. Refusing to follow outdated codes of conduct fore HolqT g X )
and rejecting religious scriptures is the hallmark of one’s self- | % m'\gl WAl IR HigdT & Al § ghR 3R f—“fr
respect. In brief, self-respect is liberation from contemptible | AR &I WIRST HAT Rl & HcH-TFEAT HT HAIET &1 HaT
slavery. Hence, analyse everything using your reasoning | & 3cH-8&HT T fOlel el & AlFd g1 SATIT 9= T
power and experiences. Self-respect Marriages are meant to i
guide you towards such an introspective analysis. Propagating S| ITcH-FEATA 1%31'6' T 35T 39k A TUETOT & |
self-respect marriages is not merely for a change - it is for a TaRRwoT &1 3T AT Ze HAT &1 ITcH-GEAA arg T FaR

Ig

productive, constructive social reformation. s Rads A F faw 7 § - ERRIC)] TedTcHS
Old system of marriage was an enslavement of women. It SGUEEY AL ¥ faw &l

dehumanized women and seized their birth rights. It was a | fdaTg $1 Ul wgfd 2t F oA Faa &
senseless ritual in my opinion. All the interconnected activities &t & Hfﬂiﬁ?T ﬂUﬁ IR SFTeARg 3SRT ff |
were to bind women in chains of slavery. w E‘ IR H Ig H@T—!TQ'USF‘WH 7| 3HH Heldel @l fohare

Mismatch Marriages
Self-respect (Reformist) marriages ensure equality in AT ﬁm
married life. One is not inferior to the other. There is no
disparity and hence no room for belittling. The couple 3,

happily lead a peaceful life with compatibility. In the old p ; :
Vedic-faith marriages, importance was given to horoscope, j‘;_é_ ;grg wi's\—,ﬂg-r!mil! § ﬂ?i Iimﬂlaﬂ' mggﬁmljlﬁal Tﬁi

zodiac signs, planetary positions, caste and creed of the groom 5 $ R N
and the bride and many other aspects which make no sense. “ FLAT B Nl afee faaret & SfeA q:}f, afr I
e, a13 & g, 3R goget

Owing to such dissections, the marriages generally turned S R zﬁfl?@ﬁl _ &

out to be absolute ‘mismatch’ Lack of compatibility led to R £ N 5 N X
a strained relationship. The couple used to lead an unhappy & o AT S g@aamﬁﬁ ul N 1,* EiLd 5 j\rm

married life. On the contrary, caste, class and creed are all
ignored in self-respect marriages. Planets and stars are never

verified. It is just seen if the couple deserve each other for a .
harmonious married life. ?Jlﬁf a_@;ﬁ; é;E ? ﬁ%i_’ngﬁ LA aﬁ?—l- i il fl : Gﬁlf ;‘u‘r aa_lm%“
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In the traditional style marriages of olden days, parents used to
hastily get the girls married off as if they were an unbearable
burden. Very young girls used to marry aged men. It was an
unpardonable cruelty! Girls were treated as a commodity for
sale in the world-market. Self-respect marriages (Reformist
marriages) carefully verify age factor before finalising. Medical
fitness of the couple is also examined.

Viable Economically

Vedic system marriages of the olden days were too expensive
and unaffordable for middle class families. The parents
were almost stifled by exorbitant miscellaneous payments.
Inexplicable sufferings were also faced, such as rituals too
early in the morning, causing discomfort even to all the guests.
Unavoidable expenses made parents seek loans. Those long
term loans sometimes chased parents endlessly and made
their life miserable.

Comparatively, self-respect marriages are economically viable.
A shoe-string budget is enough. Garlands are exchanged while
a wedding badge is merely optional. Meaningless rituals are
avoided. Precious time is not wasted. The families of the groom
and the bride are advised suitably. The marriage is held under
the presidency of a celebrity, formally registered and also
certified perfectly. The married couple are not harmed in any
way by the reformist wedding. In fact, religion, caste, creed,
time, planets and stars are not at all relevant to any marriage.
People should realize this truth.

Ignore Protest

Only orthodox and conservative people protest against self-
respect marriages because outdated conventions are all
thrown overboard. Most of the old Vedic system marriages
have proved disastrous. Not all are found leading a peaceful
life. The fault was not in stars but in ourselves. Meaningless
matchmaking processes have not brought happiness in the
lives of people who got married in the old traditional way.
Irrational cowards are against reformist marriages. Such
reactionary elements must be ignored by us. No country or
community can progress if such people are cared for. Only
rational outlook, reasoning and self-respect can pave the
way for progress and prosperity. This is the objective of our
propaganda. Now [ advise the couple here to promise each
other that they would amicably lead a compatible life together.
I also urge you all to propagate the ideal concept of self-
respect marriages. Explain to all the people everywhere, the
significance of such reformist marriages.

Source: ‘Pagutharivu’ weekly, 07.10.1934
Translated by: M.R. Manohar
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8" ALL INDIA CONFERENCE & 30" YEAR CELEBRATION
ALL INDIA BANK OF BARODA 0BC EMPLOYEES® WELFARE ASSOCIATION
CHENNAI - 26.5.2024

-

* All India
Conference

ALL INDIA BANK OF BARODA O
3 l f aener .
- i &

ference
op M\ODA

V“

The Conference was attended and addressed by Dr. Thol. Thirumavalavan, M.P., and President VCK, Mahadev
Jankar, Founder President, RSP and former Minister, Govt. of Maharashtra, Saravana Kumar, GM, BOB, Chennai
Zone, G.Karunanidhy, Gen Secretary, AIOBC Employees Federation, S.S.Balaji, M.L.A., S.L.Akkisagar, President,
RS Emps Federation, Adv.R.Natarajan and leaders of Unions/Associations. The function was presided by Amit Jadhay,
President. M.George Fernandez, Gen Secretary welcomed the dignitaries and participants. C.Jayakumar, Treasurer
rendered the vote of thanks. In the post-lunch delegates session, the General Body unanimously elected primary office
bearers: Amitladhav, M.George Fernandez, Ganesan and Britto as President, Secretary-General, General Secretary and
Treasurer respectively.
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